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" The Tendencies of the Times.

V.— Runtaros—{ Continued j—In onr last
wamber we eontemplated the delightful pros.
peet whieh opens before ns in the extension of
e Gospel aml the universal reign of Christ.—
Jn the present mbder we propose t consider
wme ol those antagonistic inflaences which
tand o hinder  the comsununzation of so ¢lori:
wisanohjeet. The task thorh net <o pleasing
v nevertheless Le cqualiy profitabic,

From the naiversal depravity ot men aml
Ve constant tendeney of s fallen pature to ex-
Lreines. it is et to be expeeted that religion
Call whonnd  without enconntering opposition.
o i connterfeited by thie wicked and de-
Such s been itz history throngh all
Pwranism has

Sehing.
the ages of 13 prevalence.
wared ol Sundiary war upon it
rents have hobipdmated is wild beasts, and have
oo treuted watly I Teclty that diaboli-
el i emmidlinnte - The, inspired
« Aposite, in his duy, gu’b&(hg toifowintontline

lts ache-

————— e

e e i ey === o i
ease or choice m mallers of rehypien.  The
stern demands of truth, and the unegivocal
commandments of God are too often viewed in
the light of servants to the * higher luw " of
our own choice. Tt is quitetoo common for
the sanctity of the Sabbuth to be invaded, the
commandments of (fod to be made void : und
the rites of our holy religion to be negleeted
hecanse we wish to accommodate the teclings
of relatives or friends, or gratily cur own hu-
man desires, often. we fear, making our own
cherished wishes. the governing principle of
our obudicnee to God, rather than eonforming
our desires and chedience to the nnerring stand-
ard of Gud'sholy will.  This evil is particularly
manifest in our conntry in regard to Church re-
Litionships mud meligious duties cornectd there
with. Tlow many there are, who to wratify
the earnest wishes of parents or fricnds, sssnme
the respousibiiitics of Chuveh meibership. and
perhaps make a profission of religion, while at
the same time they are conscions of their total
want of fitness for sueh a pogition.  Their
zoverning principle being not the will ef God,r
but human witl alone.  Others. nnder the in-
flnences of revivals happen to bLe converted,
we will supbose, sinong some of the prevailing
denominations  of the country, and withont
dnly considering their first duty to God are im-
pelled by mere impulses to compromise with
their own convictions of propriety aml duty,
and from attachments growing out of the

conversion, attach themselves to those denam-
inations, ‘nnder the aeccommodating idea. that
it makes but lLittle difficrence which Chinrch
they join or what shall be their futire practice,
Closely allid to this idea, is another equally
injurious, that is, that the bare tact of God's
blessing the cftcf®s of those people is a sufticient
fpuaranty  that their Chureh organization end
Al this
{ time they are consulting human chaice. not the
[ will 6f Gado And having gone into those

[ Christian  practices are all right,

[ Churches under such circumstances. by a pro
vess eusy to perfeet they very reedily learn to
nuasure their doetrinal views. and Chureli prae-

Ctice. by the eread of theie Clineelyinstead of

, tuking the word of Gud as their rale @ and

Coftenr spetsd thieir lives as zealous propagandists

Lol error,

Nor dows the evil of which we are spoahing
end here. ‘There is anather foruin which it
appears equally 6s injurious wsahise 1o kun-
dreds of instances, nay doubtless in thonsands,
{persous after joining Churches vider varions

ciccumstances. “héeeme convineed in their own
minds thaf they have taken the wrong puosition

Fin. joining’ the wrong Chbureh. thas the prac-

1ic sanother .confurms noee nearly to the

- IR ~rt . AN - 1 o R ree L B B R
ul 1heie JriaandWferings i ¢ They bad "'%Eorm}uml stangumd;_ang that to obey the die-

of erdd maochings dhd scourging3yen, mote

over ol wMixnnw-i§gqlg§t-ul : ey were T

SL(lil('i.) vowore sawn aguider; wese tcmpt;cd,

with the swerd; they \{nnﬂen‘n
nhout in sheep <kins and goat kins, being des-
igiicted. icrmented 5 {(of whom the world
worthy 5 vindered in deserts,
S 1. aixd taves of the

AL Lo, Fuige inspired ont-
e s cqually applicable to all Pagan oppesy
Lo Lo galta to vihut@ge it beloges, nor
what i the method of its pesecuti Dot
vaiion Lus been twvd to Mevt with a rorse
than Pagan opgTvlLgy I alse reggion is by
i the most fongadable aif® croel enciny.—
Jgis 1 been v ud in the b(uﬂ his
fecneds. His troe disciples havee end W81 the
yioot unparalleled sutferings from those elaim-
itee to be his foilowers.  The most rigorous and
bitter perseentions that ever stained the world
with Blood, have been earried on under the
And aside

i

wiie

ot

-

Prots warh ol zeal tor the truth.
front perscention every cflort has been made to
corrupt awd destroy the peligion ot Chaist.—
Indduity asstmed  the armor of
Vizhteousness. and with the boldest face claim-
ei W be the friend of piety and the true
cuse of Gl while at the same tine, like
the nightly assassin, it has wined the blow of
Error has mingied itseil” with the trath
and thrown a vail ovir the minds of Christians
aul often misted  them, thys bringing the holy

has  even

deathe

religion of Cbrist into disrepute.  And bypoc- |

tisy has gone forth iu its long rohes, broad
phylucteries, and imposing ceremonies and de
ceived madkind.  And while true religion has
inerensed its power, and grappled with the
sapastitions of ages, these enemies of the trath
hiuve corubined their orcees and nmstered their
legions agminst it Rivalsects have risen up,
wew doetrines have been propagated. hase here-
~ws have been premulgated, aud trath, the ylo-
rious inhabitunt of the skies. has been well
nigh lost sight of in the struggles fer suprema-
('\

The history of past ages afferds a full view
of all evil tendencies. Those same tendencics
now operate to a considerable extent.  But
fiulse religion. ever varving in its phases, changes
ita_method of attack. and thus introduces new
featarvs into its tendercies for evil  The pres-
ent century is truittul indeed inall these things.
Never did religion encounter more opposition
than

now.  Never was diabolical enmity more

| tates OF Yhiic P censcience: they ought to

of eircamstancesanddsfrong desir to gmiify
1}\(;3; fricnds sty together with the natural
aversiBnTo being called turn-coats, hang, §trug-
gle ou with their consciences, striving with all
pussibie anighit to reconcile it'to themselves to
vemain where they. are i peace.  Someobey
pse Jictates o@xx‘ly, cheerfully making every
| sacrifice to stis?y” their consciencegginl to obey
the will® oi}(uf jut hew muny®thers wage

wurfare upon runa}ng f their con-

science, Uk twt th V'Il'lxl'u monitor, find-
ling ic sWterale ing , lenves them 8

theif@8wn@heart's wish'! In®ther instances

lulbtlvss continues until (ath
: all.

all he (ully aware of

Our readers may
the magnitude of this great evil, und of the
But. it, together with

extent ol its prevulence.
other evils, is sapping the very foundations of
the Churches, and is deubtless to some extent
converting them into synagogues of Satan.—
| And what. we ask, is more couwmon now, than
| to hear the declaration made by professing
Christians and even Ly ministers: * that so
the heart is. right it matters not what Church
is joined, or what crecd is conformed to.” A
sentiment that is both fulse and injurious.—
One that sets aside the cemmandmants of God,
and sets up the judgment of men above the
wisdom of Christ. Itis not the language of tle
earncst soul devoting itself to God: “ Lord
what wilt thou have me to do 2" but the = Cur
ban " of the disobedient that sets aside the
commandinents of God by the trwlitions of
men.  This spirit is everywhere to be met;
and it requires the combined piety and devo-
| tion of the Christian world to counteract its
1 evil influence.

i Another evil tendency of the present age, is,
: the fostering of a sectartan .t'pml al the sucrifice
;uf the truti.  Bold tHevesiarchs lead off mul-
{ titudes to follow their pernicions errors, and
! thus new sedts arize. and uew struggles for su-
| premacy are encouraged.  Rival dencminations
struggle against each other with all possiblel
skill and zeul ; and even diftvrent denominations
which agree in what they are pleased to call
the essential principles of God's tiuth; yet
differ widely in those principles which they
choose to regard as non-essential. and upon
these soea'lul nen<ssentizl pointsthey wuge
a warfare upon euch other, as it they had not

menifest thar it is at present. And never did| gommon encinies enough to war with. witkout

mure evil tendencics operate than are operating
at this very imoment
woald be impos.ible,
We theretore coutest onrselves with a glance
at a few on'y of the prominent cvils that exist.
And in takinz this course we shail leave ont
of mind. the multifuricus evils thut nbound in
the world, and coufine odrselves to those only
that stand immediately cennected with the
Churches and their worship.  And we wouid
rewind “the reader also that we regard the few
we neotien @nd the romarks we make os the
mere opening of the subjeet. ‘ihe length of
this article will not allow us to do more.

The first evil tendency that we shall mention

T'o notice them all |
as their name is, loginn.-—l

[ seeking to destroy each other.  But are there
in fact any nen-cssential principles taughbt in
all Gods word? Are there any non-essentiul
poirts in Scriptore doctrine or gospel practice,
eitker for Cburches or individuals? We know
of none. Ewery truth is important. Lvery
duty i3 essential. ~ Whatever God las taughit
in his word is cxaentinl to fill the place that Le
designed it tofill. Everythir g enjoined in the
Gospel of Christ as o duty is essential to a
perfect obadimee. A devoted adhcrenee to
the trath of God, and a strict cLedience to all
the commandments of Geod, without any com-
promises with errer, or any deviation from
God's revealed will is not sectarianism but truo

is, the prevailing dispesition to comswlt cur cacn

Christian heroism.  Rat the rezerding of Scrip-

place and circumstances connected with their

euve the one ayd 2o to the other. But by the forcey

41 "Milrm A

ture doctrines cr practices us non-cssentiul, and
contending unreasonably and wnseriptually for
one point of doctrine at the sacrifice of another,
and claiming the authority of the Church as
puramount to the plain dictates of Qod's word ;
and in addition, the exercising of an unchris-
tian epirit in it all, s sectarianism in its worst
form, no matter in what Church or denomina-
tion it may be found.  And it mnst be admit-
tod that this spirit prevails to an alarming and
injurious extent.  BEvery day developments of
its character sre made in rival efforts bet ween
Charches to outstrip ench other.  Rival sehools,
angry dehates, and newspaper wars, all attest
its prevalence ato,  And what may appear
stranger than all 3. that persons occupying
high ecclesiastical positions, with all the evils
of sectariunism staring them in the faee, yet
ure ready to advocate the iea that a multiplic-
1y ol sects and denominations is a blessing to
the world, s b it were better for the saints
ot the most high to be divided into a thousand
or more conflicting partics, rather than to be
al united in love sud grood works without a
note of discord or a jarin all their ranks. In
our hwnble cpinion. this prevaience of sects
tand conflicting of  docivines, and of seetarian
intolerance, is oue of the main toundations of
skepticisin in onr lend. It is the two-edged
sword with which Deizm and all otlier heresy
wages its warfare upon religion.  And last of
all is the great hindering cuuse that preveuts
the saiuts of Ged from going forth withnn-
broken front conguering and to conguer. and
speedily  claiming 1he eenuest of the world to
the trimphant Goespel of Jesus Chrigt,

Another evil tendeney and the last we shall
mention, is, thet of formality e vel:gion.

The religion of Christ and the Apostles was
-plain, simple and earncst.  No funtustic shows
[ marked their proceedivgs. Fuch oue of them
the other w brother and a friend. The
carly saiuts practived aceording to the same
rule.

was to

Their dress, soeech, manners, and lorms
were aal plain and stiple. They claimed no
honor to themselves, hut gave to God the glory
due wnto his nawie. Such has been the charae-
ter of the saints of God in every age, and such
it will be to the end of time. But what is now
the tendeney of ? Jsitto
perpetaate this Godly simplicite 2 Look arouwd
you and behold !

things among us

Costly huildings

g3, pointing
their spires o the_clouds ¢ bells sending forth
! their mellow cushioned seats, carpeted
aisles, gilt chandelicrs, exquisitely finished pul-
pitz, gilt «lzed Bibles, solemn toned organs,
fashionable choirs, and other things in similar
taste,  Ministers sumcetimes dressed in clerical
robes, reading from manuseripts the preduets
of o week's toii in the study ; and atter going
through a regulur and forpal course of ceremo-
ilies, the organ sounds its last note, and the
beiediction is pronounced, the people retire to
Wth*t shedding a peur, or having
_theiprhearts moved DY ices. Suchisa
fuint py'lure of too many of oun Churches and
"their Subbath day’s scrvice.  Fi addition to
i this, Church vies with Church, and denomina-
tion withlenon.ination in the costliness sd ex-
travagance of their buildings, and in the show

tones ;

aggalormality of their worship.

o Bt have endeavored to watch the tendtacy

of Yhings in our conntry with all possible cun

dag, and \‘ilc we gre rejuicc«i to wituess some

ﬁa fest improvcnvts going o, jur con-
wsion is, that {rom one extrane our Chau-ches,

ministz'l weople arcd@harryinggy(f -tomMother.
From®u@&: cubins in former years, they are
now getting in muny places to the extreme of
costly buildings and. extravagant furniture ;
and from the simplicity of worship they are
deteriorating into u cold but showy formality.
Ministers from the c.xtrme of former
years preaching without education, furethanght
or preparation of any kind, and then singing
through the nose and practicing kindred hab-
its; too many are now petting to another ex-
treme of depending too much upon mere col-
lee edacation, of preparing their sermons with
extraordinary cwe, to the negleet of almost
everything clse. and then on the Subbath of

teo,

reading them in a formal manner to their con-
gregations. A practice, in ouvr csteem alike
auscriptural und jueflicient.  The true and |
proper course for them to pursue is cvidcml_v!
to meditate upon the law of the Lord, and
bring beaten oil into the Sanctuary ot God ;|
but at the same time to meet the people fce |
to face, and taking advantage of every truitful
thought. rising tear, and heaving cmotion, point
them to the cross of Christand to heaven.—
Then good will be done and Ged’s name be
| honored.  But let studied periods spread on
{ paper take the place of burning appeals fresh
| frem the Leart, and a lifeless formaiism will be |
[ aure to suceeed. Rin will stalk torth at noon-
| dov  unrcbuked. ands * Iehabod 7 be written
I up.on such a ministry. 'The rules of formality
ton will soon take precedence over the pre-
seribed rules of (vod’s worship ; and the Church
be soon left with the form of Godliness but
without its power ard glory.

In conclusion we would remark that while
the three great cvils that we have mentioned
abound. amd while there are many others that
wight be clussed ameug the autagonisms of
the age, and while we admit the full power
{ und influence of all opposing tendencies ; yet
we entertain the delightful confidence in God,
that the progress of the truth will be onwaid |
ever onward.  That schisms, Loresy, false doe-!
{ trines, formality, sectarianism ; every evil prin-
ciple will yield to the overpowering force of
the Gospel of Christ, ard that the kingdom of
our Lord, will in God's own geod time, claim
the dominion of the nations anrd the concjuest
lof the world And that the bright prespect
| considered iu our last number will be realized.

Thas, dear reader, we have cndeavored to
give @ faint qutline of the Tendenciescf the
Times. The work, we know, has been im-

| ches should be composed : and although

perfeetly done. A vohm> might be written
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npon them.  But we trust this s'eteh will 0)1ly
be used by yon us the mece opening of the sub-
jeet, and that your own wetlecting mind will
supply the rest-  We bafe written in haste
amidst a continual press itorial dutics, and
without time to weigh ry thought as de-
liberately as we desired. without an oppor
tanity to correct every t in the compusi-
tion.  \With these remay e bid you a pleas-
ant adicu. JoMOWATT.

D.|
itive and A-

{ coNTh

Baptist Churches.

PostQme.

An Introductory Se
tore the Illinois River Baptist Asso-
ciation. at. Chillieothe. 1hnois, .June
1.+, 1854, by G. 8. Boawey, of Pekin,
Ilinois,—with an Appendix.  Puh-
lished by request of the \sssocia:
tion.

“THESE THAT HAVE TURNED THE WORLD
UPSIDE DOWN HAVE COME HITHER AL-
S0.7 -—.Acets, xvii: 6.

1 remark,

II. TuaT THESE PRINCIPLES OF Bar-
TIST CHURCHES, FOUNDED, AS THEV ARE
vroN THE [loLY SCRIPTURES, ARE FUN-
DAMENTAL IN EVERY GENCINE RELIGIOUS
REFORMATION.

Some of these principles have nnder-
laid every true reformation in religion.
Some of them have heen but partially
adopted and imperteetly arried out
by the great reformers of modein times,
and eonsequently their reformations
now need reforming.  For example,
Luther bronght forth the Bible as the
standard of’ faith and practice and ar-
raved it against the claims of the Pa
pal chnrels.  But Luther did not make
it the only standard, and did not bring
every doctrine he tanght to the test of
the Bible. e still maintained the un-
seriptural doctrine of infant Laptism,
and thns he brought all clazses and
characters into the reformed churches ;
an amalgamation which led to the cor-
raption of their purity and the destrue-
tion of their vital picty.  He held also
to the union of’ the chureh and state,
and thus placed the control of the
church in the hands of the ungodly,
and established an unholy despotizm
over the conseiences of wen.

Wesley taught with great power and
suecess the doctrine of individual ac-
countability in religion, and urged
with holy zeal his followers to scek ho-
liness of heart and personal experience
of the grace of God. But he did not
fully carry out the doctrine of personal
responsihility, for he continued to bap-
tize infants, thus denying them the
privilege of obeving Christ themselves
m the ordinance of haptism, unless they
forsook his creed and church.  In the
arganization of his societies, we think
he departed widely from the model of
the primitive churches, introducing
yariety of officers and erganizations
wholly nnauthorized in the Word of
God.

Llﬂmr. Cnl'm. giox, Wesley,
Whitefield, Edward@atl the leading
ref@mers in every azd@have addpted
more or less of these fund@hental prin-
ciples, an@ in :&\;ncatin;_f them as far
ar they did. theYaccomplished glorious
results.  The errors which they retain-
cdl in conne :ion with these truths. in
many instances. deprived the truths of
their power, and, in a considerable de-
gree, prevented the happy results which
otherwise might have been realized.

Jut as evangelical and cnlightened
piety advances, the various denomina-
tions arc adopting, more and more
these Bible truths.  They are becoming
more and more clear in their views in
regard to the materials of which chur-

in their creeds they still say the church
consists of helieversand their baptized
children, yet many have practically a-
bandoned the error and do not regard
baptized children ag members, do not
commune with them, nor grant them
a single privilege as members. not a
single privileze which unbaptized chil- |
dren would not equally enjoy. And
although they eontinue to haptize in-
fantg, they regard it as being done ont
of the pale of the church, and to sub-
jeets whom they will not admit as mem-
bers of the church until they give evi-
dence of conversion.  While many.,
whose crced asserts the propriety of
infant baptism, entirely neglect it.—
And the number of such is constantly
increasing. The Bible doctrine that |
the church shall consist only of protes-
sed converts, and that the ordinances
should be administered ouly to such, is!
rapidly gaining ground wherever vital |
religion 18 making progress. -

Churches are becoming more and
more scriptural in their discipline and |
government. They are breaking the |
bonds of spiritual despotiam ; repudia-|
ting unseriptural church oflices and of-
ficers, calling for the reform of abuses!
and are scarching the Seriptures more;
and more earnestly for ¢ivine authority |
to guide them in all things. Let us]
pray that-ull those systers of chureh
government and discipline, which are
founded in error, may soon give place
to the simple, divine and glorious or-
ganization which Christ established,
that all unscriptural offices and officers
may be abandoned, and that all the dis-
ciples af our Lord come and it at the

1 deliverad be-yto do so, as fast.as the pure Gospel of

feet of Jesus, not a8 masters and serv-
ants, not a3 lords and underlings, but
as brethren, as equals.

Tle ordinances are heing adminis-
tered more and more frequently in ac-
cordanec withthe Bible, and lurge num-
berg, not connected with Baptists, will
not submit to anything but inmersior:
for Laptizmn, and utterly vepudiate the
Laptism of infants. And the day is
coming when many will feel it more
important than they now do, {0 follow
carefully the Bible in admiuistering the
ordinance of the supper.

The doctrine of religious liberty is
fast gaining ground, and witl continne

Christ extends it teachings and ioflu-
ence.  The union of church and state
is fast hastening to its dissolution, and
the spiritual nature of the kingdom of
Christ is beineacknowledged more and
more generally.  Bibles are being mul-
tiplied, and the Christian world is
hringing ereeds and docirines and prac-
tices to the test of 2ille aunthority. and
recarding with Tess and less reverenee
the deerces of councils. the cpinions of
men. and human cubstitutes instead of
divine originais.

Personal responsihility is being press-
ed with more and more power upon the
hearts of men. and fewer and fewer are
willing to accept of religion by proxy
either in prayers or ordinances.  And
the whole Christian world is cngaging
with hopeful and gratifving energy in
spreading the Gospel by missions.

Thus. a3 enlightened piety advances,
the varivus denominations are adopt-
ing and advoeating these glorious truths
more and more.  May God speed the
day when all shall know the truth and
obey it, from the feast to the greatest,
and find it their meat and drink to do
the will ol the Lord, and “‘Under one
Sheplerd the world shall be one fold.”
Anmen.

Appendix,

J.—GHURCH MEMBLERSHIP.
What other Denominations fcach on this

St ject.

PRETBYTERIAN ('0NFESSION OF IMAITH,
pages 124, 135, The visible Church
congists of all those who profess the
trae religion, together with their chil-
dren.”  Also, pages 504, 505, = Chil-
dren born within the pale of the visible
Church and dedicated to God in bap-
tism, &e.”” The years of discrelion in
young Chiistians cannot be precisely
tixed. This must be lett to the pra-
dence of the eldership.””  As it they
were Christians from their birth and
hefore they reached the years of disere-
tion.

CONGREGATIONAL ORDER, page 130,
‘These church ivembers that were so born
or received in their chiddhood before they
werg capable of being made portakers
of full communion, have many privi-
tiges which others, not church mankers,
have not.””  This says plainly that in-
fants are chorch members.

MertnopisT DISCIPLINE, chap. 3, see.
2, on baptism®of infants, #he minister
exhorts the people to pray * That le,
(the infant.) may be received mMto
Christ’s holv church and be made a
member of the same,”” the same form of
expression is used when a believer is
baptized.

Joux WESLEY, in his Preservative,
page 146-50, says, By baptism we are
admitted into the chureh.”  ‘Asit
admits us into the church-here, so into
glory hereafter.”

Eviscorar, PravEr Book. Prayer
after the baptism of an infant, “We
vicld thee hearty  thanks, most merci-
ful Father, that it hath pleased thee to
receive this infant for thine own child
by adoption, and to incorporate him
into thy holy church.”

Lutugraxs. Knapp's Theology, vol.
2, page 522, “ By means of this rite,
(baptism,) we are received as members
of the visible Chustian society.  As
soon as a person was haptized he waz
considered a member of the church.”’

[L—INFANT BAPTISM UNSCRIP-
TURAL.

NEAXNDER, in his Chureh History,
translated by Torrev. vol. 1, pagze 311,
““Baptism was adminizstered at first on-
ly to adults, as men were accustomed
to conceive baptism and faith ag strict-
lv connected.  We have all resson for
not deriving infant baptism {rom apos-
tolic institution.””  In his - Planting:
and Training of the Church,™ page 101,
102, he says, - [t is in the hizhest de-
arce probable that infant baptism was
unknown at this period. Not till so
late a period as [reueus, does a trace of
infant baptisin appear, and it first he-
came recognized a3 an apostohe fradi- |
tion in the course of the third eentury.’ |
—more than two hundred years after |
Christ. and when wany other corrupr |
tions had been introduced. i

Pror. Jacorr, in Kittos's (f.\'clnl‘ra)-l
dia, article Baptizmi, approved by Ne-
ander, “Infant Baptism was established
neither by Christ nor bis apostles.”

LivBorcu's Comp. Sv: Div,, hook |
5. cap. 22, see. 2. ~No instance can e
produced from which it may be indis-
putably inferred that any child was
baptized by the apostles.”

3axTER’s Disput. o Right to Sacram.
page 156. “*All examples of baptism in

stituted by Christ ¢ begun by the first
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the Seriptnre do mention only the ad-
ministration of it to rrofcssors of sav-
ing faith, and the precepts give us no
other direction.’”

Mgr. T. Bostox's Works. page 384,
“There is no example of baptism re-
corded in the Seripturcs, where any
were baptized Imt such as appeared’ to
have a saving interest in Christ.”

Bistor Burygrt's Expos. of the Ar-
ticles. art 27. “ There is no express
preeept orrule given in the New Tes-
‘tament for the haptism of infants.”

Lerugg, in Pacd. Exam.. vol. 2, pp.
4. ‘It cannot be proved by the sacred
Seriptures that infant baptism was in-

Christians after the apostles,”

BrooMFIELD, in his Greek Testament,
at the end of Matthew. vol. 1. page 152.
*“Nothing is said in Scripture to enjoin
infant baptism.”

Kxare's Theology, vol. 1, page 535.
“There is no express command for in-
fant baptism found in the New Testa-
ment, as Morus justly concedes. 1In-
fant baptism has often been defended
on very unsatisfactory grounds.”

Rev. Wy, Mircurr, Congregation-
alist, in his Doctrinal Guide. page 286,
287, *‘The silence of the Scriptures
and of ceelesiastical history i3 one of
the strongest arguments in favor of this
ancient custom.” infant baptism. It
this is the strongest, what must be the
others! The silence of the Seriptures
to prove that GGod hasinstituted infant
haptism as a perpetual ordinance!!
The silence of God to prove that he
has not been silent ! !

HIL—MODE OF BAPTISM.

Cavvin. In Paed. Exam., vol. 1,
page 194. “ TFrom these words, John
111, 23, it may be inferred that baptism
was administered, by John and Christ,
by plunging the wiiole hody under wa-
ter”  * The word  baptize signifies to
immerse, and the right of hmmersion
was used by the ancient church.”” lu|
his comment on the haptism of the
Ennuch. Calvin says, “ Here we per-
ceive how baptism was administered a-
moud the ancients, for they immersed
the whole body in water.”

Lvruer. *“The term baptize is Greek

and may berendereda dipping. as when
we dip anything in water so that it is
covercd all over. They ouglit to Le
wholly immersed.”
Kx~ape's Tueorocy, (Lutheran) vol.
page 516. *“ [mnersion is peculiarly
agreeable to the institution of Christ
and to the practice of the apostolic
chureh, and =0 even John baptized, and
immersion remained common for along
time after.”’

Di. CHALMERS, ou Rom. vi.4. “The
original meaning of the word baptism
is immersioun.  The prevalent style of
the administration in the apostle’s days
was by an actnal submerging of the
whole body in water.”

Arcupisiop Leicaton’s Works, page
277, speaking on Rom. vi. 4. * The
dipping into the waters representing
our dying with Christ, and the return
thenee, our rizing with him.”

PRESBYTERIAN Boarb oF PUBLICA-
tioN, Philadelphia, in Pictet’s Theolo-
gy, published by them. page4 11 They
mmersed the whole body in water.
N John the Baptist adwimistered the
rite among the Jews in the manner a-
hove described.”  Also, page 413 *[m-
mersion in the water, aud cmerging
from it, as practiced by the ancients,
signify the death of the old man and
the resurrcction of the new. In the
water, says Chrysostom, as in a kind
of grave, the old man is buried, since,
being wholly immersed, he isconcealed
under the water; then, when we emerge
from it, the new man ri. sesup.’”’

Joux WESLEY. Note on Rom. vi. 4.
“ Alluding to the ancieat manner of
baptizirg by immiersion,” Whitehead's
Lives of the Wesley’s, page 73, ** Mr.
CHArLES WESLEY, as well as his brodhi-
er John, was so fully convineed, at this
time, that inmersion was the ancient,
mode of baptizing. that he determined
to adhere strietly to the rulwie of the
Church of England in relation te it
and not to haptize any child by sprink-
ling unless it was sickly and weak.”

Apaym CLarke and LicHTroot.| In
Clarke's Clommentary. at the enid of
Mark. ““That the baptism of Johnlwas
by plunging the body seems 1o appear
from thoze things which are related of
Lim; namely, that he baptized in Jor-
dan, that he baptized in Linon. he-anse
there was much water there, &e.”’

BrooMrieLd's Greek Testament, on
Rom. vi. |, vol. 2. page 35, By which
the rite of immersion in the baptismal
water, and egres. 5trom it, were used
as svmbols, &c.”

Mackxicur, on the Epistles, vol. 1.
page 263. “He (Christ) submitted to
he baptized, that is. to oe buried under
the water by John, and to be raised out
of it again, as an emblem of his future
death and resurrection.”” ‘- The hury-
ing of Christ and of believers firat in
the water of haptism and afterwards in
the earth, is fitly enough compared to
the plauting of seeds in the carth.”

THotrtek, on Rom. vi.4.  “The can-
didate in the primitive church was in-
mersed in water and raised up out of
it again.

Pror. Laxge. on Tnfant Baptisin.
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age was a proper baptism— the immer-
sion of the hody in water.”
IV.—DESIGN AND EFFICACY OF
' BAPTISM.
What Episcopalicns teach.

Ertscorar Praver Book. The Chris-
tian Catechizm. ‘“Question. How ma-
ny SRacraments hath Chrizt ordained in
his Church?  Answer. Two only, as
generally necessary losalvation. Daptism
aud the Supper of the Lovd. Q What
isyouruame? Ao Nlar M, Q Whogave
voi this name? A, My Sporsors in
Bantism ; awherein I was made ¢ manker
of Christ. the child of God, end an inker-
wor of the ivingdom of heaven.”

Drsiiop Beveridce’'s Nermons on the
Ministry and Sacraments, page 187,
“Baptism is necessary to saleation.”
Page 182 “That we may be horn of
the Spirit we must e horn of the wa-
ter.”” that is, as Le interprets it, bap-
tized.

Parey’s Works, London cdition,
1823, vol. 2, page 479. ** We yield
thee hearty thanks. most mereiful Fa-
ther, that it hath pleased thee Zo regen-
erate this infant, (just baptized.) with
thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for
thine own child by adoption, and to in-
corporate Lim into thy holy church.”

Lipiscopal, SUNpay Remool UNioy,
of New York, in “Thy Vowsare Upon
Me,” page 31, *'In baptism the infant
is regenerated by God’s Holy Spirit.”’
Similar expressions are found on page
3%, 40, 55 and 111.

What Preslyterians teach.

Coxrussiox oF Fam, page 148, “By
the right use of thiz erdinanee. the grace
promized is not ovly offered, but really
exhibited and CONFERRED by the
Holy Ghost.”?

Presgyrepiaxy Boarn o Prnrica-
tiox, in Pictet’s Theology, pp. 410.
“'I'hie sacraments are two, Buptism and
the Lord’s Supper.® No more are re-
quired fo generate and strengthen spirit-
wal lje'  Page 411, 2 Baptism is the
threshold of erace.””  Page 418, “The
Lord’s Supper is the sacrament of nu-
trition. but faptism is the sacrament of
receneration.’”  Page 419, God dis-
plays his grace to them the moment
they remember their Laptism.”’

PressyTERIAN CONFESsION OF [PaITH,
page 34, = The Sacraments become
the effectualsmeasns-of-calvation Ly the
work ot the Boly Spirit and the bless-
ing of Christ.”

CONGREGATIONALISTS, in the Book of
Congrecational Order, page 235, use
the same language as the Presh. Conf.
of Faith, that 1y the right use of this
ordinance, the grace promised is not.
only eifered, but really exhibited #nd
conferred.’’

Whet Mcthodists teach.
MeTuomst DiscreLaze. chap. 3, sce.

At the baptism of aninfaug or adule
the mindster savy, “Call upon God the
Father, throngh our Lord desus Christ,
that of his beanleous werey he  will
grant to thiz child. (or person) that
thing which by nature he cannot have ;
that he way belhaptized with water and
the Holy Ghost. and e recelved into
Chirist’s holy chareh.”

WesLey's Preservative, page 146-50.
“By baptism we are adwitted into the
chiurch, and cousequently made menbers
of Christ, ils head. By baptism we who
were by nature children of wrath, are
mnade chi'dren of Ged.—By wager, then,
as a meaws, the water of baptism, we
are regenerated or born again.—as it ad-
mits us into the chureh here, so into
glory hereafter.  1f infants arve guilty
of original sin, in the ordinary way.
hey cannot be savel uuless this b
washed away by baptism.”

What Campbellites or Christians teach.

T'he author recently hearrd ouc of their
ministers make the fullowing stutement+
in a serimun, and he wrote them down
as he heard them: ** Forgiveness of sin
is not granted until a change of state
takes place.  Baptismis theact through
which a change of state takes place.

>ardon is promised in the act of hap-
tism.  Intheact of haptism God brings
Justitication. There is but one way of
stulvatioa.  There are three steps into
the kingdom of eternal life—tuth, re-
peatance and baptiswm,”

BAPTISTS

Aseribe no zueh efiicacy to baptism as
13 mentioned above : but they, admini=-
tev it simply becanse Christ -has com
waded 1t zs the fnitiatory ordinance
into the visible Christian churceh, to
show fortl the faich of the one bhiptiz
edina crueiticf] buried and risen Sa-
vior, with the puarilying power of that
Laith.
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* THE END.

Tur WeaTitir.—The Summer is
gone, 2 Surunier long to be remembere:l
for the severest drouth that has ever
visited thecomery sinee its firstscttle-
meat.  Autumn, with its ghortening
days, its elear bracing air, and the hos-
tle of new life, has come againe.  Over-
conts arce in fashion. aml wisions of
chearful ginces, are a reality not far
w the futare.-—0Oct. 5th. )

:---o--— —EnE
Boy" A truc history of human events

would show that a far larger propor-
tion of our actsare the resu tr_?t' sudden
impulscs and accident, thatt of that

page 81, “ Baptism in the apostolie

reason of which we so much hoast.,
L]















