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| have not love, T am begome as sountling

" brast or a tinkling cymbalect Cor. 13:0.

Prof. Drumménd says ‘that love is
 the greatest thing in the world; and
" though I have heard the correctness
. of the assertion challenged, I am in
~ clined to agree with him. I am even

~ disposed to belicve that it isthe great.

. esthing 8 the worl
- in the universe,and if one infinite per.

_ ' fection can be greater than another, 1
. would almost be willing to designate
I preséme that no theory of why
- God created the universe can ever be
. more than s ive. To my mind
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 with sinners, and

not only in the world, bul

.~ there seems no solution of the prob-
~ lem so probable as the ascription of

_itto *‘creative love.” The great heart

3 of God, we may mﬁooe, yearned for
. objects upon which to lavish the
~ wealth of

its boundless affection, and
~ 50 he created the universe and inhab.
 itants for this part of it at least,\and

~we can not help thinking for every

. other part as well, whose happiness

‘hesought as the end of creation;
which es at once the expres-

sion and the gratification of infinite’

love. Nor need we admit that this
theory, advocated by & brilliant think-
er of to day, is entirely tive,
for it is impossible to believe that one
who islove, could propese to himsell
any great end not growing out of and
prompted by his love. ,
I have been taughtthat while God’s
power and wisdom are seen in crea
_tion, that there is i;ull li" vast I;x-
~ panse no exhibition of hig love. But
- while taughtit, 1 hgve,l:e’ver believed
_it, 'There is to my mind no other ex-
planation of the existence of the beau.
*tiful so plausible as the explanation
that it is due to the love of the Crea
“tor. Here isa man who has purchased
~ alot on which to erect a dwelling for
‘his family. The ‘house is built. All

that is actuall ry is that it be
50 conmucteg as to protect thern from God

‘the cold, the heat; and the rain. He

need not fresco its walls, nor drape

bt

~its windows with lace, nor adorn its

.

walls with paintings. = He need not
the jard

d the ya with blue 'gm'.fxinge
it with viplet beds, and place in the

was the Jast tender touch of the most
considerate and the most exquisite
love. And so it was in the most un.
necessary and superabundant love
that God threw over nature’s rugged
form her emerald robe, and sprinkled
in her lap the heliotrope and roses. I
am sure that nature has been unnec-
essarily neglected and debased in the
exaltation of the gospel, and think
the man orthodox and happy who
reads God'’s kindling love in the rose’s
fire and inhales its fragrance in the
scented air, i

But after all, so far as you and I
are concerned, what ard the sublimi.
ty and tenderness of ‘‘crealive love”
compared with the sublimity and the
tenderness of redeeming love? “In
God's word we read his love in fairer
lines than it is writ in the stars.” Ev-
ery display of love made in all the
blended splendor of creation is
eclipsed by the cross. There isan in-
finitely deeper and tenderer love testi-
fied in the blood and suffering of God's
only begotten and his well beloved.
Here we have God secking to redeem
what he bad created.

In order to have anything like an
appreciation of redeeming love, or to
come as near appreciation of an infi

- mite thing as finite beings can, we
must have some understanding of that
suffering which is the great and won
drous expression of this love, What
Jesus sufiered is the measure of re-
deeming love. What did he suffer?
He suffered the penalty for sin. What
is that? It'is death, and this death is

. two fold—the déath of the body and
the death of the soul. The death of

‘the body is commonly conceived to be
the dissolution of soul and body. The

‘death of the soul may be safely stated
as absolute separation of thesoul from
(:rod. And here we have the explana-

tion of that cry on the cross—*“My

God! My God! Why hast thou for-

en me?” ggg forsook him b;cau;:

Cca k- n sin; and “hi

B e for o 134 Lossaak M
1s¢ he pot hold fellowship
“he was numbere
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- with the transgressors.” Andin this
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 faling of the dark shadew of God's

- averted face upon the cross, we have

. the climax of our Savicr's aginy and

\

o

the acme of the atonement Oh! the
awfulness and the agony of that black

5@;"‘\’"& isolation when, alone in the vniverse
.+ of being, bearing on his single heart

the weight of a world, the guilt of a
race, he gave worthy expression to
‘redecming love! ] ‘

~ This was a love of eneniics, and of
~ those who had rendered themselves
~ sinners? We understand how it is that
Y, is lovely inspires love

IWBERRY, Publishers.

i | they do also the other scriptures, to
: thﬂ:eu'ovn destruction. They seem to
| haye

‘| and that this great Father who thus
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_ usterly unlovely. Why did God love.

; but
hy God
ht it with the

A

scriptures' which teach God’s love, as

a notion that the idea of love is
inconsistent with the idea of penalty,

loves sinners will not punish sin. But
God’s wrath is a judicial wrath, and
because it is judicial and passionless
all the more certain and inexorable.
The judge on the bench with the
bleedicg heart, the heaving bosom,
‘and the tear streaming eye will sen-
tence his dearest friend to the gal
lows: From which we may learn that
‘the great Administrator of justice will
not fail in pronouncing and execu-
ting the sentence, not of his heart,
certainly, but of his law; and also that
the idea of love and the idea of pen-
alty are not in conflict. Nay, shall
not he who smote his -own Son when
 sinner who, rej g the substi-
tution of Christ, stands in his own

place? ; '

The parent who is wisest and most
truly loving will not spare the rod and
spoll the child—from which we may
learn that God will not withhold pun-
ishment from his children, although
the death penalty, to be sure, can
never fali upon those who are not un-
der law, but under grace.

-As surely as God 15 love, by the very
law of heredity his children will love. -
The offspring is like the parent, and
in the re-begetting of the Holy Ghost
we are ‘“‘made partakers of the divine
nature.” If Godis love and every en-
terprise and purpose of the divine Be-
ing is beneficent, there can be no
such thing as a belligerent Christiani-
ty. The children will be like their
father. So teaches the Word; so de-
clares the law of heredity. Not that
we are perfectly like him, though it is
glorious to know that we shall be. We
can only be satisfied when we are like
him,and we shall be satisfied when we
awake with his likeness; when we
shall catch upon our spotless robes,
and flash back from our sinless faces,
the white splendor of his perfected
image. God’schildren will love him
first. And loving him they will gve
evidence of it. Some people say they
love very much, but are not demon-
strative. Love is demonstrative. Not
necessarily in words, or in visible
emotion, but in some way. Love to
od we may expect -to be evidenced
by devotion to his cause, and by de-
| ‘ing' from that which offends him,
all iquity does.

Again, God's people will love hu-
ty— s such, without refer-
lines of distinction made by
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which Jesus died, the heart that has
had shed abroad in it the love of God
by the Holy Ghost, will love him,
and loving him will manifest it
Again, I say love is demonstrative.
If we love humanity, instead of busy-
ing oursclves with self seeking, we
will busy ourselves in solving the
great problem of how to unshackle
our enthralled race, and lead them
into the liberty that is real and eter-
nal, because it is spiritual. We will
catch the spirit of him who came not
to be ministered unto, but to minis-
ter, and to seeck and to save that
which is lost.

But again: God's children will love
one another. “‘By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another.” ‘‘Let
brotherly love continue.” ‘A new
commandment I give unto you, that
ye love one another; as I have loved
you that ye also love one another.”
There is a peculiar love with which a
Christian loves his fellow Christian
They are brothers in a spiritual and
divine kinship that is above any earth-
ly relation or tie; they have common
joys and sorrows; temptations, trials
and triumphs; purchase of the same
blood, citizens of the same country,
and ‘‘on their journey home.”

If we love God's people with this
peculiar love, we will give evidence
of it. Love i demonstrative. We
will prefer their society, and while
secking to do good to all men, we
will be specially téender and faithful in
our ministrations ‘‘to them who are
of the household of faith.”

In conclusion: I am glad that Paul
has not only told us that love js essen-
tial, but that he has described it for
us, %0 that we may know it, and may
be led to suspect its absence from our
own hearts, when the facts warrant
such suspicion. *“It suffereth long
and is kind.” Oh! the long suffering
otGo;l‘-vith you and \:3?‘;, in the
patience with us now in the of
our imperfect and weak dhd:l:’-;ip.
How Dbeautiful have been the lives of
those Christians who have been most
Christlike in the kindliness with which
‘they have long suffered the persecu-
tions of enemies! “‘Love envieth not,”
but rejoices in the fortune of its
object. Love ‘“thinketh no evil.” That
is, ‘“Taketh not account of evil,” or
‘‘Beareth no malice.” In the spirit
of him who *‘turns the other cheek,”
it does not ‘‘treasure up a wrong.”
Fighting, whether between individuals
gm:mom.' lcmm , in thelnatm of

ings, settle ing. It cannot
change conyicti o banish ani-
 mosities. The way to conquer a foe
is tom l&vec him, wm‘m?é

at conguest world
o sword—he did not
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her home,
preferences decidedly American. Un-
der the circumstances it was felt that
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May the Holy Spirit fill our hearts
with this love, and teach us like our
Master to live, and love, and con-
quer. ‘

——— -

Thanksgiving Day in Italy.

Thanksgiving Day is a peculiatly
American institution. Of the many
ood things which we have,none pef-
ps is more worthy of imitation
ther pations than this Gratitude 1s
most acceptable to any heart, even to
the heart of God, and is sure to bring
a blessing. The more grateful we are
the more we shall have to be grateful
for, and the happier we shall be.
Gloom is weakness, joy is strength.
“This day is holy unto the Lord,”
said Nehemiah, ‘‘neither be ye sorry,
for the joy of the Lord is your
st » And how much we Ameri-
cans have to make us joyful, to make
hearts swell with gratitude and
praise to God. But to realize this fully
one must live abroad a few years,
then patriotism and gratitude spring
up in the heart, and threaten an al-
most abnormal development. Though
five thousand miles away, we did not
forget, our beloved native land yester-
day, and we managed to have some-
thing of America here in Florence.

The Scotch Presbyterian pastor has
of late introduced the custom of ob-
serving Thanksgiving Day in his
church, for the sake of the Americans
in his congregation, and he prefers to
have an American take charge of the
service and to preach the sermon.
Two years in succession this pleasant
duty has fallen upon the writer, and
yesterday he preached to an audience
composed almost entirely of Ameri-
cans. Our national hymn was sung
with spirit and feeling, bringing tears
to our eyes, and carrying us vividly
back to the cherished scenes of other
days, and for the time, giving usa
slight twinge of home sickness, a lux-
ury, however, in which 2 missionary
can seldom afford to indulge.

The morning service ended, each
returned to his own home or place of
abode to enjoy his Thanksgiving din-
ner. With our little ones we gather:
ed around the family board, and by
way of variety, and in order to culu-
vate in them the spirit of patriotism,
we sang together the national hymn,
a verse before each course and one at.
the conclusion of the meal. America
was on our.lips and in our hearts.

We spcke of the past and even
dared to plan for the future. We did
not hesitate to ‘confess that next to be-
ing true Christians, we desired above
everything else that our children
might be true American citizens, traid-

ed and educated il;nthg,mwpmﬁp‘:

our own institutions, believing t
8‘%@&? " ""i"e" .\r’s %
providence may call them to live and
labor.

It is probably not general known
that Theodore Parker is buried in
Florence. . The stone that marked his
grave was so very modest and simple
that visitors sometimes experienced
no little difficulty in finding it. Miss
Channing, the grand daughter of the
great Dr. Channing, of Boston, set
herself to work last winter to raise the
means to rear a fitting monument to
the memory of her grand father’s dear
friend.

In the afternoon quite a company
of Americans gathered in the Protes-
tant cemetery to witness the unveil
ing of this monument. One of the
features of the interesting occasion
was an original poem by Story, the
well known, American sculptor in
Rome. However much we may dif-
fer from Theodore Parker in some of
his views, one can but rejoice that his
grave is no longer to remain in ob-
scurity, and that hereafter visitors to
Florence will have no trouble in find-
ing it.

In the evening we attended quite a
unique social-religious gatheriug in
the home of Mrs. John Harris, the
widow of our former consul at Venice.
Mrs. Harris is now seventy five years
of age, but is intensely American,and
eack Thanksgiving Day she takes
great pleasure in having what she
calls her spread eagle, in order that her
American friends may have a chance
to spread their wings, and - boast and
brag as much as they like unembar
rassed by the presence of representa
tives of tother nationalities. Onelady
was present who could not claim to
be an American, but was admitted
on the ground of her thoroughly cos-
mopolitan origin and training. Her
father is English, her mother Russian,
her birth place the ocean, all Europe
and her inclinations and

a little American boasting would not
shock her nerves or hurt %er feelings.

The five speakers of the evening
represented Maine, New York, Ohio,
Tennessee and Mississippi: Each
more than the other proved to his
own satisfaction that America was the
best place on earth, and that if home
departing was sad, home returning
would be joyful beyond expression.
And one speaker added: ‘‘Butshould
the path of duty keep us ever away
from the beloved native land, there
will still remain for us that blessed
home gathering in the Father's house
above.”

The speaking ended, Mrs. Harris
entertained us with somie of her ex
riences which have been very varied
aud’often quite thrilling. She has had
a very remarkable career, and her
reminiscences would read like a ro-

:

the war she was much en-
hospital work and often was

battiefield during or just
after a great To illustrate
the power of on she ‘told us that
once when she was present in the
Northern camp she a
and the words, ‘‘All hail the pow
Jesus's name,” rang out on the even-
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ing air. When they reached the last
line of the first verse, “And crown
him Lord of all,” they found they had
been joined by the Southern army en-
camped just across the river, and the
remainder of the hymn was sung in
unison, no one remaining untouched
by the striking circumstance. Another
time she was amopg the wounded,
looking after their needs, and wash.

by |ing their faces and their hot, parched

feet. Among them was a Southern
lad, who felt that he could not allow
a nice lady to wash his feet, and when
she reached him he refused and
begged her to desist. She only re-
plied, “My dear boy, remember the
words of the Savior, who said, 'If I
then your Lord and Master have
washed your feet, ye also ought to
wash one another’s feet,” and the
wounded lad yielded without a word,
and years after Mrs. H. learned that
he declared that this was the tumin;1
point in his life. |

At another time fhc was present at
a meeting of colored people, where
they were giving their experiences
and recounting the mercies of the
Lord. Soon after 'she entered, the
leader singled her out by saying,

Lord’s done for her?”

She said that she was taken so by
surprise that for a moment she could
say nothing at all, and while she was
endeavoring to collect her thoughts

like de Lord ain’t done nuthin’ fur de
white lady wuff talkin’ "bout.”

Other good things were said which
I cannot now relate,
happy one and will long be remem-
bered. Joux H. EacGer.

-~

Alabama Reminigocences.

BY j. T. S. PARK, OAK CLIFF.

J. J. D, Reufroe,

A. N. Worthy, of Troy, Ala , went
with some gentleman of Chunnynug-
gee in camp meeting on Pineknot
Creek, some twenty miles away in &
region inhabited by a tribe of Indians
that were permitted to remain there
for some years after the red men gen-
erally were removed beyond the fa
ther of waters. <
A.deer was killed by the b
near the cabin of Mr. Refroe, father

gentleman had long been an Indian
trader, remote from white settlement,
consequently his family had enjoye
no educational or church pri e
Dr.

“Will de white lady tell us what de !

the colored brother remarked, ‘“"Pears | €

The day wasa |

Soon after joining the Baptists, Dr. | &8

of J. J. D., then a youth. This old}*

i g in classical studies.

iscretion, Bro. Renfroe re.
after years, as the mistake

of.

ication to books and fortu |

nate seections of associates, drinking
in ledge from every eaviron
ment, B¢ became an able minister of
the Testament, also a fair
sC insomuch that Howard Col
lege eonferred on him the honorary
degreebf D. D Having filled sever
al smaller pastorates, he was called to
that of falladega, Ala., where resided
as his hioner for many years the
diplomatist, Dr. J. L. M.
d others of high literary at-
In this fieid he spent
years—the flower of his
pted by the Confederate
g which he spent three
; The last year of
apostle was spent in plant-
gi<h on the south side of Bir-
mi Ala., where he died in
1888

»
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; ?‘Homvians, Baptists,
have long been intensely interested
theégistory of dissent from the Rom]
ishCh@ech through the ‘‘dark ages,”
and in®¥racing the Baptists and the Mo-
ravian® back through the centuries to
ostoPc times. The compend of
nesghowever, stands alone, in spe-
) on the subject. Neander
uiBon the beginnings of diver-
grom the gradual desuetude of
hinant party, but his and other
pRgte works are very unsatisfacto
Elater periods. The materials
fective. The Baptists were a
ision all along, of a very di-
iigd congeries of dissenters, more
osely connected.
an interesting fact, that these
pominations, Baptists and Mo-
g are not offshoots from the Lu-
i reformation, whatever fresh
P they received from that
grel but independent lines of suc-
OB from earlier reformations, in-
inlBly antedating” Luther.
" natural that the multiform
(lissenting from the Romish
aighy should ally themseves, as
pans of mutual support against
@t persecution, and that the
should suggest itself of union
[ nental doctrines. This no-
@Rterialized under the patronage
agnt Zinzendorf, 1721-1722, In
fbusatia, and led to the name
DERNan, as the primary organiza-
fas much made up of people
oravia, and ultimately assumed

I
in

’

cabin for some supplies, and in
order of his just love he_hac
ious conversation wil

[Ollowihy. After some Dei-

suasion Mr R. reluctantly consent-
ed. The son, J. J. D., known as
Jack, it is said, had never seen a
preacher or a school teacher. The
sermon preached, the first he ever
heard, became ‘‘the power ol God
unto salvation,” to this child of nature
—*‘this rough ashlor” —this - unpol
ished diamond. To Mrs. Renfroe
“the joy ot salvation” was restored
under the preaching of this sermon
also. It was proposed that Dr.
Worthy should leave another appoint-
ment for the next Sunday, but the
old gentleman Renfroe said, ‘'No, at
a convenient season I may call for
more preaching.”

The neighbors, however, insisted
and prepared a brush arbor near Pine-
knot Creek for the next services. On
that occasion the mother and son hav-
ing with the heart believed unto right-
ecusness, and with the mouth made
confession unto salvation, Rom 10:10
—*‘“made haste and delayed not to
keep his commandment,” who said,
‘‘he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” Bro. Worthy led
them down into the water and bap-
tized them. Jack made a talk on the

occasion, Aug. 30, 1848

From this beginning a church was
soon alterwards organized there,
which the people generally called
Pineknot, though it was really named
Elizabeth, for Mrs, Elizabeth Gra-
ham, a lady of wealth, who, settling
in the community about that time,
“also believed” and was baptized.
Her influence and means !principally
erected a comfortable house of wor-
ship, which became a constituent of
Tuskegee association.

Seeing there was something in that
boy, Dr. W. proposed to Rev. James
M. Newman, of Montgomery, Ala.,
a man of wealth, who .had no chil
dren, to take this boy and educate
him, to which he assented. Young
Renfroe was cross-eyed and reel foot-
ed, which defects, however, a skillful
surgeon soon remedied. The Lord
having created in him a clean heart,
he applied himself vigorously to books,
the contents of which he imbibed al-
most by inspiration, so remarkable
was his acumen.

This happy arrangement was of
short duration, and was soon termi-
nated by the death of young Ren-
froe’s father. His mother had broth-
ers in Tennessee, well situated and
comfortable, who went and removed
Mrs. Renfroe and all her children to
that state, mear Union University,
Murfreesborough. In this school this

owing Timothy was placed, for he
elt from the beginning of his reli
gious career, ““Woe unto me if [ preach
not the gospel.”

All vacations and Lord’s days were
employed in “*holding forth the word
of life,” whenever an ‘‘effectual door”
was opened to him by the Lord.

In 1852 Cedar Bluff church called
him to ordmation and urged him to
leave school, to give himself wholly
to the work of the ministry, having
then about reached his majority.
He unwisely consented to the press.

and no ,
lege, in which he had barely made a

W. went to Mr Renh'odl fr

> B thare aan b4

solicitations of his over anxious |
longer attended col- |

¢ §me of Unitus Fratrum, or,
nitgl Brethren, the present official

§ this interesting people. Those
d see what may be done, in

N b
much :luted just now, will be en-
lightened by reading up in the history
of the Moravians, whose characteris-
tic is & strong hold upon fundament-
als, in avowed disregard of whatever
is not deemed indispensable, or, in
the softened phrase of the times, ‘‘es
sential,”

The Moravians have been a strenu.
ous missionary people, from the be-
ginning, and are to this day conspic-
uously in advance of all others in this
respect; the Baptists imbibed, for a
time, the home policy of the Reforma-
tion, becoming so inveterate in the
end as to require herculean efforts to
disturb their vis inertiae. It is due,
further, to say, that the Wesleys were
taught the way of the Lord more per-
fectly by a Moravian preacher, and
that their followers are indebted to
the contact of their great leaders with
Moravian plans and Moravian piety,
for the distinct missionary shape of
Mr. Wesley's maryelously efficient or-
ganization of his societies. The rest
1s familiar, This consecrated people
braved climate and the manners of
the rudest savages, with very slender
means and numbers, to establish mis
sions in Greenland, 1732; West In
dies, 1732-1830; among the Ameri
can Indians, 1735, and on; simul-
taneously they sent the heralds of sal-
vation to various points in South
America, Labrador, Africa, Asia,
Persia, Hgypt, the South Sea Islands,
too numerous to mention, We can
only add, that poor, very poor, as
most of this people have been, they
are recorded as having contributed,
once at least, as much as $5 per cap-
ita, in one year, for missions!

The origin of the Baptist Mission-
ary Society, England, 1792; Carey’s
great sermon, ‘‘Expect great things
from God, attempt great things for
God,” Isaiah 54:2-3,and its immedi-
ate remote mfluences; the forma
tion society and the first con-

" £13 23 64. need not be
, as they will be discussed
everywhere, in the course of the year.
It is sufficient to say that the labors of
Carey, Andrew, Fuller and others
connected with them, growing out of
this smail beginning, soon s) im
pressed themselves on surrounding
church organizations as to make a

d era in Christian activity, that
as reached every shore, and carried
thither the living missionary and the
true Bible, in the last hundred years.
Very soon were formed the London
Missionary Society, the Church Mis-
sionary Society, the English Metho-
dist Missionary Society, the Scotch
Missionary Society and presently the
American Board of Commissioners,
More details would be tedious. The
great Bible societies in Europe and
America sprang up as a matter of
course, under the auspices of these

bitd's.eye view of Moravian-
and the initiative taken by our

Synopsis of a Sermon,

BY DR. PICKARD

“I am the Lord thy God, which brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, oat of the
house of bondage. Thou shalt have no
other gods before me,”—Exodus 20: 2, 3

“He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father,”"—John 14: q.

We stand this morning at the base
of Mount Simai. The plateau on
which we stand is 4,000 above the
Mediterranean sea. There are 2,000,-
ooo persons standing here together.
The mountain peak towers in its aw-
ful grandeur 2,000 feet above us. It
is covered with fire and smoke and
thunder. God and Moses are on its
summit.

After long communion with Jeho
vah Moses descends with the tables
of stone on which are the ten com-
“Tandments
have underlain all good law and gov-
ernment through all the centuries.
The tables of stone were preserved
until the destruction of the temple
about 6oo B. C. We may yet have
them discovered and the world may
yet see them.

I. I am Jehovah.

What does the word ‘‘Jehovah”
mean?

1. By referring to Exodus, third
chapter, it will be clearly seen that
the word means the everlasting, the
all powerful, the personal God.

2. It signifies the personal cove-
nant God of the Jews. I am the
Lord thy God, the God of deliver-
ance. I am he who brought thee out
of bondage.

I1. Conclusions.

i. All should worship God.

2. God is the only object of wor-
ship. The idea of one ever living
God does away with the idea of any
other God.

ITI. Jehovah of the Jews is Jesus
of the Christian dispensation.

1. Jehovah said to Moses, ‘“Tell Pha-
raoh that ‘I am’ hath sent you.” Jesus
says ‘‘before Abraham was I am” and
that “I and my Father are one”
and ‘‘he that hath seen me hath seen
the Father.”

2. The Israelof Jesus is composed
of all true believers in Christ. In
the old dispensation it was the natu-
ral parents with their natural children.
But in the rew, it is spiritual parents
with their spiritual children. None
belong to the new Israel but the spir-
itual, and all who are born of God be-
long to it, whether Jews or Gentiles,
for “in Christ Jesus, neither circum-
cision nor uncircumcision availeth
anything.”

7 Y ;\s Jehovah delivered the Israel-
ites from Egyptian bondage, so
Christis our dcggerer from dﬂ:e‘ bond-

e of sin. And as Israel was to

rship God,s0 we are to worship him
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

4. And as Israel was to show its
gratitude to God by a life of conse-
cration, so it is that we can best show
our love to Christ by being conse-
crated to his cause, serving him and
worshiping him, In a great mission-
ary meeting some years ago when the
interest was very great, some gave
their diamond earrings—others their
diamond finger-rings—but one young
lady wrote on a slip of paper: ‘I give
myself to Jesus’ work.” And this is
the best service and the best worship,
that we give ourselves to Jesus and
his work.

Prejudice Vs, ‘Principle.

Some time ago we heard the pastor
of a prominent Baptist church say in
a sermon from his own pulpit: ““If we
could subtract from the religion of the
average church member all the preju-
dice, and all the party spirit, and all
the superstition, it would be amazing
to see how little the residuum would
be.” Itisnot our purpose here and
now to discuss the wisdom nor the
propriety of this rather peculiar re-
mark. We prefer to offer some re
flections, and to give some illustra
tions bearing upon the general sub
ject of prejudice, and to show how it
often comes into conflict with princi
ple.

With not a few  people, the simple
fact that they have made a certain
statement, however wild, or expressed
an opinion, however crude, will fill
their minds so full of prejudice in fa-
vor of the said statement, or opinion,
that it will be useless to reason with
them, no matter how much evidence
you may produce on the other side.
Such people are not always fools.
Now and then they are people of
more than ordinary ability, if they
would only give their minds a fair
chance. When a new question arises
—a question on which they have not
made up and expressed an opinion—
they are sometimes quite rational and
show marked ability in discussion and
investigation. Such people are usu-
aliy called ‘‘opinionated " Their preju-
dice is a prejudice of ggsnion; and it of-
ten makes even men of sense extreme-
ly ridiculous, and ludicrously litigious
in contending for views which are ut-
terly and manifestly untenable.

An example of this kind of preju-
dice may ,be in point: We once knew
an educated lawyer who, for a lon
term of years, held the honorable
office of commonwealth’s attorney for
the county in which he lived. A knot
of gentlemen were once discussin
the merits of an eminent orator; an
One of them said that this orator’s voice

heard by an audience of so many
thousand people. “‘Oh, no!” said
our acquaintance. -“*No human voice
can reach so far.” “Well,” rejoined
the other, ‘“‘let us make the calcula-
tion. How far can a first-rate voice
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tance, in yards, was agreed upon.
‘““Very wel. Now we will multiply
the length by the breadth, and tgnt
will give us the space in square yards.”
The computation was made.. “All
right. Now, allowing each auditor a
square yard in which to stand, we
have — thousand, and that is a larger
audience than I mentioned.” It did
not seem very feasible to fight the
multiplication table; but our friend
had no idea of yielding; and so he
said with laughable emphasis, ** Bus 7
would not stand so thick,” and this closed
the uiumcnt with a roar of laughter
from the rest of the company.
Prejudice very commonly prevents
people from seeing any side of a
question except their own side; and
it frequently causes them to err in se.

Newbern, N. C., we once knew an
excellent Baptist deacon of the name
of Slade. He was a man of good,
hard sense, and of high character.
One Sunday night, his pastor preached
a sermon, setting forth the peculiar
tenets of the Baptists, and giving the
Scriptural grounds for such tenets.
Sor e Methodists who heard, but did
not fancy, the sermon, were com-
menting upon it with some severity,
on their way home from church.
Brother Slade was just behind them,
and heard these trenchant criticisms,
which were not at all to his mind.
“Now,” said the hard-headed old
deacon, ‘‘you just shut up. I went
to the Methodist church the other day,
and they sprinkled a lot of babies,
and carri
sense; and I never said a word.”

It frequently fails to strike some of
our Pedobaptist friends that their in-
fant baptism is just as distasteful to us
as any of our peculiar tenets—not
even accepting the bug-bear of “‘close
communion”—can Je to them! And
yet this is precisely true.

At a certain great Baptist gathering
in Richmond, Dr. J. B. Hawthorne,
then pastor of the First church, wel-
comed the delegates in a very beauti-
ful and graceful address, which was
said to have been cxfempore. The
president called upon a brother from
Charlottesville, to respond; and this
brother, in complimenting Dr. Haw-
thorne’s speech, said: “If that is his
pot-luck, what must his regular ban-
quets be?”’ A critical brother who
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