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‘We are dancing’
Kenyan village receives clean water 
well thanks to Southern Baptists
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Gratitude — An almost giddy atmosphere surrounds this well, provided by the Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund. The well has changed 
the life of the villagers, who previously spent their days trying to find water. Below, a woman carries a container of water back to her home.

Chin jutted out and eyes slightly 
closed, Nduri Isandap bobs to 
the low, resonating music. 

The shrill a cappella chorus quickly 
gains momentum and volume. Layer 
upon layer of beaded necklaces clank 
in perfect rhythm with each bouncing 
dance step the women take.

In the center of the tight circle, 
Isandap feels the excitement of the 
music. She lets out a “yelp” and jumps 
straight up, stiff as a board yet beauti-
ful and regal. A smile slowly spreads 
across her weathered face, though her 
eyes remain sad. It’s been a long time 
since Isandap had anything to smile 
about, let alone celebrate.

It’s been a rough year. When her 
husband died, she and six children 
were left to fend for themselves dur-

ing one of the worst droughts in Ke-
nya’s history. Without adequate water, 
most of their livestock died and food 
was scarce. There hasn’t been much 
cause for celebration — until today.

Today water came to her desert vil-
lage. Thanks to a Southern Baptist 
water project, everyone will bathe and 
have enough to drink. Today Isandap 
didn’t walk seven miles to the hand-
dug well or worry about how to make 
20 litres (5.2 gallons) of water stretch 
for household chores, seven people 
and a few goats.

“We are dancing because we very 
much appreciate what has been done 
for our village,” Isandap said, point-

ing to the four donated water tanks not 
more than 100 yards away.

The project brought water closer for 
4,000 people. While that’s just a small 
drop in the ocean when compared 

to the World Health Organization’s 
estimates of 1 billion people with-
out access to safe water, the differ-
ence it makes in Isandap’s village is

(See ‘Before,’ page 7)
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Odds stack up against gambling in Alabama
By Sondra Washington
and Jennifer Davis Rash
The Alabama Baptist

The showdown is over. Alabama’s 
Supreme Court has spoken.

Gov. Bob Riley — not Attorney 
General Troy King — is the state’s 
“supreme” executive authority, and 
King cannot take over Riley’s Task 

Force on Illegal Gambling. Combine 
this hit with the fact that the FBI is 
currently investigating several law-
makers about their connection to 
gambling money, and the gambling 
industry isn’t finding quite the wel-
come mat it thought it would in Ala-
bama.

In fact, many slot machine gam-

bling operations, referred to as elec-
tronic bingo facilities, remaining 
open in the state are now publicizing 
plans to close, at least temporarily.

Gambling operations statewide have 
come and gone over the past two years 
as this issue has been debated, most 
heatedly in the Alabama Legislature. 

(See ‘Several,’ page 3)



to missions through the CP on average and urges 
increased giving. But no goal for church CP giving 
is recommended.  

When asked about this in a telephone interview, 
task force members said they did not want to inter-
fere with a local church’s autonomy. Yet the task 
force felt able to urge 31 other specific actions 
such as starting parochial schools and establishing 
church discipline. 

Instead the report recommends a new method of 
giving called Great Commission Giving, which is 
widely viewed as a salve for churches wanting to 
give to special projects (designated giving) rather 
than support the full Southern Baptist program in 
both their state and national conventions. 

Competing with the CP
Some fear establishing a Great Commission Giv-

ing category will be another step toward societal 
giving in which various ministries compete with 
each other for funds rather than cooperative giving 
in which all ministries promote one plan that sup-
ports them all. 

One thing is true. Until Southern Baptist individ-
uals and churches are willing to commit to a greater 
percentage of giving to Great Commission minis-
tries through the CP, all the commotion over how 
to divide the declining income is like arguing for 
a higher class ticket on the Titanic. It ignores the 
ultimate failure of the journey. 

The task force recommendations for reaching 
North America are novel. The report calls for phas-
ing out cooperative work with mature state conven-
tions such as Alabama’s. At the same time, the re-
port calls for the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) to establish a national strategy for reach-
ing the unsaved. How NAMB can do this when it 
is practically prohibited from working in an area 
of the nation that contains about 40 percent of the 
population is still speculative. 

In new work states, new agreements will be 
worked out between NAMB and the state conven-
tions. But there is no indication of what the new 
agreements will be, how they will operate or what 
they will cover. Many ask why commit to abandon 
an effective way of working together for something 
unknown and untried. At least the new approach 
should be tested before being adopted. 

Comment
GCR Task Force Report Misses the Mark

One must also ask where are the core values of 
unity, relationship and trust when one partner (the 
SBC) arbitrarily determines the way it will work 
with other partners (state conventions) without con-
sultation or conversation.

At the same time, NAMB is commissioned to 
work directly in new church starts in areas where 
Southern Baptists are not well established. Some 
observers ask why local Southern Baptists — those 
who know the area, people and challenges — would 
not be a partner in these new church plants. What 
type of missiology is it that ignores the role of other 
churches, the local association and the state con-
vention in order for a national entity to have direct 
control of a new church start? 

Since when is an SBC entity to do the work rather 
than helping churches do the work? 

Despite missing the mark in helping Southern 
Baptists work “more faithfully and effectively to-
gether,” the report should not be rejected out of 
hand. Much work has gone into it, and each of the 
recommendations deserves careful and informed 
consideration. Neither should the report be adopted 
as it is. While most of the recommendations refer 
matters to various entities, there are many instances 
in which doing this has been interpreted as approval 
of the idea and thus it should be implemented. 

A middle way is better. We suggest the report be 
received as information by the messengers and that 
each of the recommendations be referred to the ap-
propriate entity for consideration and reaction. This 
approach honors the service of task force mem-
bers. It places each recommendation before those 
charged by Southern Baptists to give close supervi-
sion to that area of work. It provides opportunity 
for evaluation and testing. It keeps the discussion 
going. It prevents being hurried into action before 
the body is ready to make a decision. 

This is not a question of who can win the vote on 
June 15. It is a question of how can Southern Bap-
tists “work more faithfully and effectively together 
in serving Christ through the Great Commission.” 
Surely that means more time can be taken and more 
voices involved before drastic changes are made. 

To read the full GCR Task Force report, visit 
www.pray4gcr.com.

Thoughts
By Bob Terry
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“If ye continue in my word, then ... ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31–32).
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I t was with a growing sense of excitement that 
I listened to the Great Commission Resurgence 
(GCR) Task Force’s progress report Feb. 22. 

Earlier I had editorialized about pollster George 
Barna’s observation that evangelicals had to stop 
“competing, complaining and condemning” if they 
want to reach America for Christ. 

Barna called for Bible believers to start practic-
ing “cooperation (and) communication and con-
tributing.” The progress report lifted up core values 
such as Christlikeness, truth, unity, relationships 
and trust to replace the “slash-and-burn” politics 
practiced in some Southern Baptist quarters for the 
past 30 years where it was common practice to la-
bel and demonize everyone who dared differ about 
some position. 

Southern Baptists certainly need a new ethic 
that will help us regain a hearing for the gospel. 
Too many people have dismissed us as irrelevant 
because of our public image of “competing, com-
plaining and condemning.” 

Thankfully the final GCR Task Force report 
continues to lift up those qualities. Unfortunately 
most of the other recommendations miss the mark 
of helping Southern Baptists “work more faithfully 
and effectively together in serving Christ through 
the Great Commission.”   

The most serious shortcoming is seen in the way 
the GCR Task Force jumped from one priority 
to another during the past year. What started as a 
way to energize support for international missions 
resulted in a new way of doing missions in North 
America. What was supposed to be a study of all 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) life omitted a 
serious examination of the convention’s seminaries 
because, as the chairman stated, there was not the 
political will to do so. What started as a drive to get 
a 50–50 split of Cooperative Program (CP) funds 
between state conventions and the SBC resulted in 
a call for state conventions to give more to SBC 
causes through the CP.  

Some of the changes came as task force mem-
bers learned more about the way Southern Baptists 
work together. Some of the changes came as the 
enormity of the task became clear and members 
rushed to have a report for the upcoming SBC an-
nual meeting. Some changes came when a handful 
of task force members threatened to make a minor-
ity report unless changes were made. 

The result of this Southern Baptist “sausage-
making” exercise is the 17-page report containing 
seven recommendations to be voted on June 15 and 
10 pages of challenges addressed to all Southern 
Baptists. Unfortunately none of the recommenda-
tions addresses how to increase the financial sup-
port for what Southern Baptists do in Great Com-
mission ministries. The report laments the fact that 
the average Southern Baptist family gives only 
2.5 percent of its annual income through its lo-
cal church and urges families to tithe. The report 
points out that SBC churches give only 6 percent 



len Millican threw out the case dealing with 
a company attempting to legalize efforts to 
open a gambling operation in Etowah County. 
Millican said he recognizes “the court does 
not have the luxury of not following the law” 
when it comes to illegal gambling. 

“The attorney general’s plan ignored prior 
Supreme Court decisions that made clear 
that declaratory judgment actions in these 

circumstances are not permit-
ted,” Riley stated in a press 
release.

But King said, “The gam-
bling laws in Alabama had 
been sorted out for a long 
time by declaratory actions 
including declaratory judg-
ments that the Supreme Court 
upheld. … We constructed a 
strategy based on the law, and 
the Supreme Court has now, 
evidently, changed the law.”

King expressed disap-
pointment with the Supreme 
Court’s ruling, which he told 
The Alabama Baptist reversed 
its past decisions and those of 
the writers of the state’s con-

stitution in 1901. King believes “there will 
come a time when this opinion is going to 
create a crisis in the state.”

“Since 1901, this premise that the attorney 
general is subservient to the governor has not 
been the law of Alabama,” he said. “Alabama 
has always been a place where being in its 
government had limited power. I think that’s 
good. Unchecked, unlimited power lends it-
self to abuse.”

King said the same power could be used if 
a pro-gambling governor is elected.

“He would have ...  the same powers to come 
in and reverse all this, and nobody would be 
able to … dispute it,” King explained. “Nor-
mally you would have a balance of power. 
Now you have a situation where nobody can 
disagree with the governor.”

But Tyson believes King’s intentions in the 
case were disingenuous.

“There was not confusion about whether or 
not slot machines were illegal until Troy King 
became the attorney general,” he said.
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Carolyn Pow-
ell has been 

serving as pia-
nist at Hillabee 
Baptist Church, 
Alexander City, 
for 43 years. On 
top of that, she 
sings in the choir, 
when possible; 
teaches Sunday 
School; cooks for 

the Wednesday night fellowship meal; 
and serves as church treasurer.

powell

Someone You
Should Know

By Kristen Padilla, The Alabama Baptist

Carolyn Powell

Favorite Bible Verses: Proverbs 3:5–6 
Favorite Hymn: “How Great Thou Art”
Hobbies: Cooking, playing piano and 
	 fishing
Family Status: Widowed after 34 
	 years of marriage to Dwight; three 
	 children, Lamar, Ben and Suzanne; 
	 and three grandchildren

Hillabee Baptist Church, Alexander City 
Tallapoosa Baptist Association

Q: What was your childhood like?

A: I had a really great childhood 
growing up in rural Alabama. Church 
was a big part of … our social life. 
I was the oldest of five children and 
had a Christian mother and Christian 
grandmother.

Q: How have you been involved in
church through the years?

A: I became a member at Hillabee 
in 1965, and my husband was saved in 
1967. We’ve been involved in Hillabee 
ever since that time. I taught Mission 
Friends when my children were grow-
ing up and taught the youth church 
training class on Sunday nights. I’ve 
been teaching the Martha Sunday 
School Class, a class for women in 
their 60s, for around 12 years.  

Q: What have you gotten from
teaching Sunday School?

A: I have grown to love [the con-
temporary music]. We do a mix — 
some traditional and some contempo-
rary. I have enjoyed learning to love 
contemporary. 

Q: How do you hope to be involved
in church in the future?

A: (I hope to continue) until the 
Lord changes me. If He gives me a 
new direction, I’m willing to change 
and do whatever He leads me to. 

Q: What difference has Christ
made in your life?

A: Everything. I have been a wid-
ow for 15 years, and I never thought 
I’d be able to survive by myself. It’s 
been a wonderful experience to real-
ize that He is all I need. 

The Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission (ERLC) has reiter-

ated its opposition to congressional efforts 
to legalize and tax Internet gambling.

ERLC President Richard Land told a House 
of Representatives committee by letter that it 
continues to support a 2006 law restricting 
online gambling. Regulations enforcing that 
law finally will go into effect June 1.

Land urged opposition to a bill pending in 
the Ways and Means Committee that would 
tax Internet gambling revenues. He also called 
for resistance to legislation that would legal-
ize online gambling and authorize its regula-
tion by the federal government.

“No amount of regulation or taxation ... 
could make online gambling an acceptable 
form of business,” Land said.

“Its lure can wreak havoc on marriages, 
cause financial ruin and lead to lamentable 
actions such as child neglect, divorce and sui-
cide. At its core, online gambling’s predatory, 
addictive pull exacts a tremendous cost from 

families and communities that far outweighs 
any tax revenue that the government could 
hope to receive from its legalization.”

The bill under consideration is the Internet 
Gambling Regulation and Tax Enforcement 
Act, H.R. 4976. Its sponsor, Rep. Jim McDer-
mott, D-Wash., has only four co-sponsors.

Fighting legislation
Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., is the sponsor 

of the Internet Gambling Regulation, Con-
sumer Protection and Enforcement Act, H.R. 
2267, which would enable the Treasury De-
partment to license and regulate Internet gam-
bling firms. His measure has 69 co-sponsors.

Frank said May 19 the Financial Services 
Committee, which he chairs, will take action 
on his bill in July, Congressional Quarterly 
reported. Land previously wrote another let-
ter urging the members of that committee to 
reject Frank’s legislation.

Frank said the 2006 ban inappropriately 
restricts personal freedom, according to testi-

mony prepared for the Ways and Means Com-
mittee hearing. He said the bills McDermott 
and he are sponsoring would protect U.S. 
gamblers’ consumer rights and make sure on-
line wagering does not benefit only the opera-
tors, who are located primarily overseas.

The 2006 law effectively bars online gam-
bling in the United States by requiring finan-
cial institutions to block credit card and other 
payments to Internet wagering businesses. 
The ERLC was among the organizations that 
joined the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation and the major professional sports 
leagues for baseball, basketball, football and 
hockey in supporting that ban.

When President Bush signed into law in 
October 2006 a bill containing the Unlaw-
ful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act, the 
action dealt a dramatic blow to online gam-
bling companies. A couple of firms sold their 
American operations for $1 apiece, and others 
saw their shares fall by as much as nearly 60 
percent on the London Stock Exchange.  (BP)

ERLC restates anti-online gambling stance

(continued from page 1)
Operations still open at press time were Vic-
toryLand in Macon County, Greenetrack in 
Greene County and more than 10 facilities 
in the Bessemer Cut-off section of Jefferson 
County. 

The facility first raided by the task force, 
White Hall Entertainment Center in Lowndes 
County, remains closed and has been since 
early this year when the legal battle between 
it and the task force began.

Bobby Segall, who represents Corner-
stone Community Outreach, which runs the 
White Hall casino, told The Alabama Baptist 
he does not believe the recent ruling has any 
“long-term impact” on Cornerstone and its 
plans to reopen since both the governor and 
attorney general were going to “pursue legal 
proceedings to determine the legality of the 
(electronic bingo) games.”

“The difference was that the governor 
would raid and the attorney general would 
not raid, apparently,” Segall said, noting he 
believes the facility will not reopen unless the 
machines are found to be legal.

But “supporters of electronic bingo in 
Macon County say they are prepared to take 
their fight to the highest court in the land if 
the governor makes any move to shut down 
[VictoryLand],” according to the Montgom-
ery Advertiser.

Greenetrack officials could not be reached 
before press time.

Bessemer area still operating
In Jefferson County, the ruling’s impact in 

the Bessemer Cut-off is not yet clear.
While Brandon Falls, Jefferson County’s 

district attorney, shut down all gambling op-
erations under his jurisdiction April 7, Besse-
mer Cut-off District Attorney Arthur Green 
allowed the facilities in his area to remain 
open in April and May. 

Green noted he would make his decision 
about what to do once the Supreme Court 
ruled whether King or Riley was in charge of 
the task force or when task force commander 
John Tyson shut down the larger facilities in 
Macon and Greene counties.

But operations in the Bessemer area have 

remained opened even though Green report-
edly announced that gambling in Alabama is 
“over” and called for the facilities to close. 

Green could not be reached before press 
time, but Fairfield City Attorney Michael 
Trucks reportedly said Green told him he had 
no problem with the facilities staying open 
until June 4. The significance of June 4 was 
not known as press time.

Tyson said he doesn’t know 
why Green isn’t “doing his 
job.”

“What we have now is 
all three separate and equal 
branches of our govern-
ment — Supreme Court, gov-
ernor and Legislature — say-
ing the same thing. ... There 
is just no more ... controversy 
about whether or not that is ... 
the law.”

Even Country Crossing in 
Dothan — the newest and 
one of the most aggressive 
gambling establishments in 
the state — is listening. It has 
been shut down since January 
in an attempt to avoid a raid 
by the task force. News reports in late May 
indicated Country Crossing owner Ronnie 
Gilley toyed with the idea of reopening the 
gambling operation but decided against it. 

“Owners of the electronic bingo machines 
at Country Crossing would not give their sup-
port (to reopen) because the governor’s gam-
bling task force has threatened a raid,” Gilley 
said, according to the Dothan Eagle.

Gilley and the other gambling facility own-
ers counted on King being named head of the 
task force, indicating they would be allowed 
to open if he were in charge. 

In March, King announced he would take 
over the task force and use declaratory judg-
ments to determine the legality of “electronic 
bingo.”

But the Supreme Court shot down King’s 
proposed plan. It repeated its ruling in an 
Etowah County gambling case that the courts 
have no jurisdiction to “interfere with the en-
forcement of the criminal laws.”

In turn, Etowah County Circuit Judge Al-

Several gambling operations remain open 
despite ‘no more controversy about the law’

“[With the recent 
High Court ruling,] 
the casino bosses’ 
days of protection 
from law enforce-
ment are over.”

Gov. Bob Riley
State of Alabama
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‘Takes courage to believe in yourself’
Armed with diplomas, advice, prayers, some 800 Samford graduates go forth
Samford University graduated about 

800 seniors during a series of com-
mencement programs in May.

Graduates from Samford’s largest school, 
the Howard College of Arts and Sciences, 
along with graduates of the school of the arts 
and Orlean Bullard Beeson School of Edu-
cation and Professional Studies, received 
diplomas May 15. About 400 undergradu-
ate and graduate students participated in the 
program in the Pete Hanna Center on the 
Samford campus.

Another 400 graduates of Samford’s Brock 
School of Business, Ida V. Moffett School of 
Nursing, McWhorter School of Pharmacy 
and Cumberland School of Law received di-
plomas May 14 during graduation programs 
in the Wright Center. Samford’s Beeson Di-
vinity School had its commencement exer-
cise and service of consecration May 5.

At the May 15 event, Pam Siddall, the new 
president and publisher of The Birmingham 
News, challenged graduates to believe in 
themselves “even when others don’t” and to 
pursue high standards.

“It takes courage to believe in yourself, to 
be able to adjust and adapt to an ever-chang-
ing world, to take risks knowing that you’ll 
sometimes fail,” she said. “You must have a 
strong belief in yourself to do the right thing, 
even when faced with criticism. 

“Life is all about trade-offs. Have the 
courage to make tough choices,” she told the 
audience of more than 5,000. 

In remarks to the graduates, Samford 
President Andrew Westmoreland noted that 
he felt a special kinship to the class of 2010. 
He became president in the summer of 2006, 
when this year’s seniors were entering as 
freshmen. 

The top student award winners were rec-
ognized at the close of the program.

Sarah Michelle Franklin, of Taylorsville, 
Ga., a graduate of the nursing school, re-
ceived the President’s Cup for the highest 
academic average. Crystal M. Martin, of 
Wayzata, Minn., a midyear graduate of the 
business school, received the Velma Wright 
Irons Award for the second highest average. 

The John C. Pittman Spirit Award went 
to two students: Meredith Shaw, a commu-
nication studies major from Lexington, Ky., 
and Trey Montgomery, a family studies ma-
jor from Destrehan, La. The Pittman Award 

Photo courtesy of Samford University

hats off — More than 5,000 family members, friends and graduates participate in Samford University’s commencement 
activities May 15 in the Pete Hanna Center. The May 14 commencement activities were held in the Wright Center. 

honors a Samford alumnus and longtime 
trustee.

Samford Provost and Executive Vice Pres-
ident Brad Creed recognized three faculty 
members who are retiring: music professor 
Timothy Banks, associate librarian Sue Pe-
terson and German professor Terry Pickett.

Speakers at the May 14 programs for the 
four professional schools were pharmacy 
— Josh Benner, research director with the 
Brookings Institution’s Engelberg Center for 
Health Care Reform in Washington; busi-
ness — David Carrington, president of Rac-
ingUSA.com and a member of the Samford 
board of overseers; nursing — James Harris, 
deputy chief nursing officer with the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs’ Office of Nursing 
Services in Washington; and law — Brig. 
Gen. John Miller II, commanding officer of 
the Army Judge Advocate General School at 
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, 
and a 1986 Cumberland graduate.

Entering the field of pharmacy can be 
rewarding and challenging in the midst of 
national health care reform, Benner told 
pharmacy graduates. They are entering the 
profession at “a time of important change in 
the health care system, and that transforma-
tion will change our profession,” he said.

“You’re the first class of pharmacy gradu-
ates that will deal with health care reform,” 
Benner said. “I want you to know that the 

pharmacists who succeed and thrive in a 
changing health care system will be those 
who figure out how to take care of more pa-
tients, improve the outcomes that matter to 
those patients and do it at a lower cost.”

He cited three ways that the graduates 
could improve health care: embrace change, 
see opportunities and seek accountability.

At the law ceremony, Adam Sanders, of 
West Point, Ga., received the Daniel Austin 
Brewer Professionalism Award given to the 
graduating law student who best embodies 
the professional ideals expected of a Cum-
berland lawyer. Sanders, who received Juris 
Doctor and master of business administra-
tion degrees, is a U.S. Marine Corps captain 
who will soon be assigned to a combat bat-
talion in Afghanistan. 

The weekend schedule began with a Fri-
day morning prayer breakfast that Westmo-
reland called “the most recent addition to 
Samford traditions.” The first-ever prayer 
breakfast continued a centuries-old tradition 
of providing a time of prayer, worship and 
reflection during Samford’s commencement 
activities, he explained. A series of students 
and faculty members spoke on the impor-
tance of friendships, scholarship and faith as 
part of the lifelong learning experience.

Following the breakfast, graduating stu-
dents processed along Centennial Walk, rep-
licating the traditional “freshman walk” dur-
ing new student orientation and the “senior 
walk” that formerly preceded baccalaureate. 
The prayer breakfast replaced the baccalau-
reate service.

Also May 14, graduating seniors Jason M. 
Gossett, Jordan L. Anderson and Thomas A. 
Fister were commissioned second lieuten-
ants in the U.S. Air Force during a ROTC 
commissioning ceremony.   (Samford)

In the shadow of Arizona’s strict immigra-
tion law, a broad range of evangelical lead-

ers are speaking in support of comprehensive 
immigration reform, with more specifics than 
some were able to embrace before.

The renewed push came in the form of a 
full-page ad in the Capitol Hill newspaper 
Roll Call, paid for by the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals (NAE), and a three-page 
policy proposal from Liberty Counsel, a con-
servative Christian legal firm. The NAE state-
ment calls for keeping families intact, secur-
ing national borders and establishing a path to 
legal citizenship.

“Initiatives to remedy this crisis have led 
to polarization and name calling in which 
opponents have misrepresented each others’ 
positions as open borders and amnesty versus 
deportations of millions,” the ad reads. “This 
false choice has led to an unacceptable politi-
cal stalemate.”

The Liberty Counsel blueprint was even 
more specific, calling for a “just assimila-
tion” of those seeking legal citizenship that 
includes lessons in English and U.S. history. 
It says temporary worker visas recognize the 
need for “field workers to engineers” in U.S. 
companies.

‘Securing, not closing, borders’
“America deserves a just immigration poli-

cy,” the statement said, “one that begins with 
securing, not closing, our borders, one that 
provides a temporary guest-worker program, 
and one that offers a pathway for earned legal 
citizenship or temporary residency.”

Mathew Staver, founder of Liberty Counsel 
and a signatory on both the ad and the state-
ment, said there has long been consensus on 
the need to secure the nation’s southern bor-
der, but evangelicals are now focusing on the 
future of the nation’s estimated 12 million un-

documented immigrants. “I think that’s where 
the consensus is building,” he said.

Southern Baptist ethicist Richard Land said 
the Arizona law — which gives local authori-
ties new powers to round up suspected illegal 
immigrants — has prompted evangelicals to 
feel more strongly about the need for feder-
al reform and to speak up for their Hispanic 
“brethren.”

“I think evangelicals have said ‘Enough is 
enough is enough,’” he said May 12 in a tele-
conference call hosted by the group Conser-
vatives for Comprehensive Immigration Re-
form. A lack of federal government action will 
“rend the fabric of our society,” he added. The 
federal government has failed regarding im-
migration for more than 20 years under both 
Democrat and Republican presidents, he said. 
“This is a moral issue. It’s an issue that ... 
must be dealt with or it’s going to lead to 
deep fissures in our society.”  (RNS, BP)

Evangelical leaders support immigration reform
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Catt challenges UMobile 
graduates to ‘be mavericks’
As he presented the honorary 

doctorate of letters to Michael 
Catt, University of Mobile (UMo-
bile) President Mark Foley cited 
the pastor’s “insight, inventive-
ness, courage and determination to 
honor God.”

“The world has been touched 
and changed in the name of Christ” 
through the work that Catt has 
done, Foley said.

Catt, senior pastor of Sherwood 
Baptist Church, Albany, Ga., and 
executive producer with nationally 
acclaimed Sherwood Pictures, de-
livered the commencement address 
to 340 UMobile graduates and an 
audience of thousands gathered at 
the Mobile Civic Center on May 
8 for the university’s 44th com-
mencement ceremony.

Catt, a member of the school’s 
board of regents whose two daugh-
ters are graduates of UMobile, chal-
lenged the 2010 graduating class to 
“think how you can use your educa-
tion and experiences, your ups and 
downs, to change your world.”

He said people are either mim-
ics or mavericks. “We are a culture 
driven by trends and fads and peer 
pressure and so we become mim-
ics. My challenge to you today is 
to be a maverick, to cut your own 
path, to make your own way,” Catt 
said.

“God put this university in this 
community for a reason and a 
purpose — not just to exist but to 
impact. You are part of making 
the vision come to pass. Don’t be 
afraid to stand up and speak up,” 
Catt said.  

Miles McCauley, of Montgom-
ery, was chosen as the recipi-
ent of the William K. Weaver Jr. 
Excellence Award. The award is 
presented to the most outstanding 
graduating male senior for excel-
lence in exemplifying the mission 
of UMobile and is considered the 
highest recognition possible for a 
graduating male senior student.

McCauley graduated summa cum 
laude, earning a bachelor of science 
in music with a secondary educa-
tion certificate. He has committed 
to work with Teach for America 
for two years, teaching music to 
students in low-income and at-risk 
communities in Greenwood, Miss. 

McCauley was a leader in the 
Center for Performing Arts, a mem-
ber of the ensemble IMPACT and 
section leader and soloist in the 
Symphonic Winds. He also serves 
in a local church and community 
organizations.

Carissa Pletcher, of Chipley, Fla., 
was chosen as the recipient of the 
Annie Boyd Parker Weaver Excel-
lence Award. The award is present-
ed to the most outstanding graduat-
ing female senior for excellence in 
exemplifying the mission of UMo-
bile and is considered the highest 
recognition possible for a graduat-
ing female senior student.

Pletcher graduated summa cum 
laude, earning a bachelor of science 
in elementary education with an el-
ementary education certificate. She 
will spend the next two years as a 
full-time missionary in Spain teach-
ing English as a second language.

Additional awards
Pletcher served as vice president 

of the reading council and was active 
in many organizations at UMobile. 
She worked with inner-city children 
at The Light of the Village ministry 
and was a camp counselor and on 
the leadership staff for two years 
at CentriKid, a camp sponsored by 
LifeWay Christian Resources.

The university presented addi-
tional awards at the Honors Con-
vocation on May 7 at Ram Hall on 
campus. 

The President’s Scholastic 

Award for bachelor’s degree stu-
dents earning perfect 4.0 grade 
point averages was presented to 
Judith R. Boone, of Mobile, bach-
elor of science in nursing; Amber 
Lee Collinsworth, of Pensacola, 
Fla., bachelor of arts in English 
and bachelor of science in com-
munication; Michael Tyler Daven-
port, of Lebanon, Tenn., bachelor 
of science in nursing; Alyssa Jean 
Mueller, of Ocala, Fla., bachelor 
of science in sociology and psy-
chology; Ashley Miranda Murphy, 
of Atmore, bachelor of science in 
early childhood and elementary ed-
ucation; Marty Albright Naugle, of 
Spartanburg, S.C., master of busi-
ness administration; Shantee Ma-
rie Reed, of McIntosh, bachelor of 
science in accounting; and Angel-
ique Sturm, of Coral Springs, Fla., 
bachelor of arts in art.  (UMobile)

Hear my cry, O God, 
listen to my prayer; from the 
end of the earth I call to you 
when my heart is faint. Lead 
me to the rock that is higher 
than I.

Psalm 61:1–2
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honored — UMobile President Mark Foley (right) and Audrey 
Eubanks (left), vice president for academic affairs, place a hood 
signifying an honorary doctorate of letters on Michael Catt. 

Photo courtesy of Judson College

faithful service — Jimmy Jackson (right), president 
of the Alabama Baptist State Convention, presents Judson 
College President David Potts with a certificate of recogni-
tion on behalf of Alabama Baptists. 

Potts celebrates 20 years  
as Judson president

By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Judson College is the smallest 
of our three Alabama Baptist 

colleges, but it has been fortu-
nate to have the quality leader-
ship and the high character of 
David Potts,” said Jimmy Jack-
son, president of the Alabama 
Baptist State Convention.

It’s a distinction Judson has 
held for nearly 20 years.

Since Potts became president 
of the college July 1, 1990, al-
most every building on the cam-
pus in Marion has been rebuilt, 
as has the endowment. It is now 
approximately $14 million, not-
ed Charles Dunkin, chairman of 
the board of trustees.

The trustees recognized Potts 
at their spring meeting May 6, 
presenting him with a crystal 
vase hand-etched with a likeness 
of the college’s Jewett Hall and a 
check for a family vacation. 

Jackson presented Potts with a 
certificate of recognition on be-
half of Alabama Baptists.

Rick Lance, executive direc-
tor of the Alabama Baptist State 
Board of Missions, praised Potts’ 
leadership. 

‘Leads by example’
“David Potts leads by exam-

ple, and Judson College is all the 
better for it,” Lance said. “Dur-
ing his 20-year tenure, Judson 
has met the needs of numerous 
generations of students who have 
attended the college. Under his 
leadership as president, Judson 
has improved their facilities, en-
hanced their endowment, devel-
oped a quality faculty and, most 
importantly, made an eternal dif-
ference in the lives of students.”

Potts, a Birmingham na-
tive, earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Samford 
University in Birmingham and 

doctorate from the University of 
Alabama. He served as executive 
vice president for administration 
at Judson from 1987 until his 
election as president.

Reflecting on his tenure, Potts 
said he is grateful that the provi-
dence of God has sustained Jud-
son in a time when many small 
institutions have been forced to 
greatly modify their mission. He 
also expressed gratitude to Ala-
bama Baptists for their support 
of the college, even in the face of 
economic hardship.

“Judson College remains com-
mitted to Christian education and 
has become America’s Christian 
college for women,” Potts said, 
noting that it is the only college 
affiliated with both the Women’s 
College Coalition and Council 
for Christian Colleges & Univer-
sities.

Potts said he will always be 
proudest of the influence, faith 
and service of Judson graduates. 

“The development of these 
young women represents the 
work of a lot of people, both fac-
ulty and staff, who do good work 
every day,” Potts said. “It’s been 
my privilege to serve along with 
them.”

As he looks to the future, Potts 
hopes that trustees, alumnae and 
others will pray that he and others 
who lead Judson would have the 
“vision to see God’s path for the 
college in the future.” Noting the 
recent additions of a baccalau-
reate degree in social work and 
a major in equine studies, Potts 
said he is “quite excited about 
ideas within the institution.”

“These new programs fit with-
in our vision and purpose and of-
fer growth and development op-
portunities to grow our students 
academically and to help them 
strengthen their faith.” 

 (Michael Brooks contributed)



BALDWIN
4Durant Chapel Church, 

Crossroads, will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary June 26–27. On Sat-
urday, there will be a welcome by 
Pastor Henry Cox at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by singing and remarks by 
former pastors and members. A fish 
fry lunch sponsored by the deacons 
and Baptist men will follow in the 
fellowship hall at noon. On Sunday, 
the service will be at 10:30 a.m. with 
speaker Rick Lance, executive direc-
tor of the State Board of Missions. 
The ladies ensemble of First Church, 
Bay Minette, will provide music. 
There will be a brief reading of the 
church’s history by church historian 
Gloria Hart. A potluck lunch will 
follow in the fellowship hall. There 
will be no evening service. For in-
formation call 251-937-9364.

BESSEMER
4Canaan Church, Besse-

mer, will host decorated war hero 
and former Marine Tim Lee June 
13, 6 p.m. For information call 
205-425-4381. Morgan Bailey is 
pastor.4Southcrest Church, 
Bessemer, will hold a gospel sing-
ing June 5, 7 p.m., with 4 Given. 
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. Scott 
Bush is pastor.

bethlehem
4Jason Scott is the new pas-

tor of Mineola Church, Uriah. He 
comes from Lucedale, Miss. He and 
his wife, Nette, have three children.

BIRMINGHAM
4Frank Jones, minister of mu-

sic for First Church, Sandusky, 
will celebrate 40 Years of Music and 
Memories June 13, 5 p.m. Jones also 
will be celebrating 20 years at First, 
Sandusky. He will present a concert 
with music and memory segments 
by former music directors who have 
been instrumental in his ministry. A 
nursery will be available. Herman 
Pair is pastor.

CAHABA
4Ocmulgee Church, Selma, 

will celebrate 190 years of service 
with homecoming June 13, 10 a.m. 
There will be a guest speaker and 
special music. Lunch will follow in 
the family life center. Danny Sum-
erlin is pastor. 

can be made in 
their honor to the 
Alabama Baptist 
Children Homes & 
Family Ministries. The reception 
will be given by the church and the 
Griffin’s children and grandchil-
dren. Kevin McCreless is pastor.

ETOWAH
4First Church, Gadsden, will 

host Bobby Bowden June 13, 6 p.m. 
For information call 256-547-6828. 
Bryan Blass is pastor.

FRIENDSHIP
4Mount Tabor Church, 

Blountsville, will celebrate its 
200th anniversary June 13, 11 a.m., 
with former Pastor Mike Murphree 
as guest speaker. Lunch will follow 
in the fellowship hall. Ray Long is 
pastor.

MADISON
4Murphy Hill Church, Toney, 

will celebrate homecoming June 
13, 10:30 a.m. The Joymen Quartet 
will provide special music. For in-
formation call 256-828-3171. Mike 
McFarlen is pastor.

MONTGOMERY
4Pintlala Church, Hope Hull, 

will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
June 6, 10:50 a.m. Lunch will fol-
low in the fellowship hall. Gary 
Burton is pastor.

PINE BARREN
4Bob Weber is the new pas-

tor of Camden Church. He comes 
from Clear-
Point Church, 
Lees Summit, 
Mo., where he 
served as pas-
tor. He holds 
a bachelor’s 
degree from 
the Univer-
sity of Mobile 
and master of 
divinity from 
S o u t h w e s t -
ern Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Weber and his wife, Charlette, have 
four adult children.

SIPSEY
4Bevan Chapel Church, Ber-

ry, will hold revival June 13–18. 
Guest speakers will be pastors of 
Sipsey Association. Services will be 
Sunday at 5 p.m. and weeknights at 
7. There will be special music each 
night. Randal Trimm is pastor. 

ST. CLAIR
4Seddon Church, Pell City, 

is holding Wednesday Manna each 
Wednesday through Aug. 25. The 
service will be at 6:30 p.m. with a 
different speaker each week. Dinner 
will be at 5:15 p.m. There will be 
children’s activities and a nursery 
for 0–2 years old. For dinner res-
ervations visit www.seddonbaptist.
net/manna.htm. Dale Foote is pas-
tor.
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CHOCTAW
4Christo-

pher Giles is 
the new pastor 
of Cullom-
burg Church, 
Silas. He 
comes from 
Mount Vernon 
Church, Thom-
asville. He 
and his wife, 
Mechele, have 
three children.

CLARKE
4Pleasant Grove Church, 

Jackson, will celebrate homecom-
ing and hold revival June 6–9 with 
guest speaker Chris Kynard, pastor 
of Bassett Creek Church, Grove 
Hill. Services will be Sunday at 11 
a.m. with no evening service and 
weeknights at 7. A potluck lunch 
will follow the Sunday service. 
E. John Gillis is pastor.4Stave 
Creek Church, Jackson, is hold-
ing W.O.W. (Worship on Wednes-
days) each Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m. The regular worship service is 
geared toward those who work on 
the weekend. There is also a sepa-
rate meeting for youth and children. 
Jamie Lay is pastor.

COOSA RIVER
4First Church, Talladega 

Springs, will celebrate its 100th 
homecoming June 13 with guest 
speaker Luther Williams. The 
Sweeny Family of Mississippi will 
sing at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will follow 
in the senior center across from the 
church. Wesley Higginbotham is 
pastor.

DEKALB
4Antioch Church, Fyffe, will 

begin a new Wednesday night chil-
dren’s program called L.A.M.B.S. 
(Living as My Bible Says) June 
16, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Call 256-717-
7482 if you need transportation. 
Paul Long is pastor.4Broadway 
Church, Rainsville, will host a 
reception for Jim and Etta Griffin 
June 13, 2–4 p.m. The Griffins will 
celebrate their 70th wedding anni-
versary June 16. Jim served various 
churches as pastor for more than 50 
years. No gifts please. Donations 

giles

weber

FBC Andalusia honors pianist Merrill for long tenure
Practically everyone at First Baptist Church, Andalusia, knows 

Mary Clyde “M.C.” Merrill. 
It would be difficult not to. 
For the past 25 years, Merrill has served as the church’s Sunday 

morning pianist, and for almost 60 years, she has played a major 
role in its music ministry. 

That’s why when she decided to retire as pianist, the Covington 
Baptist Association church decided to honor her by naming May 
16 Mary Clyde Merrill Day. 

The church presented her with a bouquet 
of flowers and a financial gift and held a re-
ception in her honor following the morning 
service. 

“Sunday morning, we spent time [focusing] 
and [reflecting] on M.C.’s contribution to our 
church,” Pastor Fred Karthaus III said. “She is 
gracious, loving, very talented and very cre-
ative and has been extremely faithful for the 
last 25 years.”

Merrill’s involvement in the music minis-
try actually began in 1951 when she moved to 
Andalusia to take a position as music director 
for the entire city school system. 

She joined the choir immediately after joining the church. At 
that time, there was not a permanent pianist, so several women, 
including Merrill, took turns playing the piano for Sunday morn-
ing worship. 

In 1985, Merrill became the official church pianist. Since then, 
she has served under five music ministers and as interim choir 
director on three occasions. 

“Music was just my thing. I felt the Lord gifted me in that field, 
and I felt like that was my mission and that I was put here to do 
that,” Merrill said. “I felt the Lord … has enabled me to hang in 
there for these 25 years.”

But just because she is retiring as pianist does not mean she is 
retiring from music ministry all together, she said. Merrill will still 
be singing in the choir and playing the piano as needed. 

“The main thing about M.C. is the example that she has put 
Christ in front of us in her daily walk and in her service,” said 
Dwight Crigger, associate pastor of music. “She has been a great 
example to all of us.” 

Montgomery church’s ministry featured on ‘700 Club’
A Montgomery church’s neonatal ministry earned it national 

recognition recently as the Christian Broadcasting Network’s 
(CBN) Church of the Week. 

Footprints Ministry of Heritage Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
in Montgomery Baptist Association was featured on “The 700 
Club” during the week of May 10. 

The ministry’s mission is to let families with infants admitted to 
the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) know they are not alone 
and provide comfort when a baby is premature or needs extra care 
after birth.

Founder Kim Wilson and eight other women listen to the fami-
lies’ stories, pray for and with them and also deliver gift bags to 
them. 

The gift bags include travel necessities, gift cards to local stores 
and restaurants, a disposable camera, a scent blanket for the moth-
er to sleep with and return to the baby, a burp cloth monogrammed 
with footprints, a baby magazine, a Bible and a prayer request 
card. 

Wilson said a stay in NICU can be a nightmare for parents. 
She would know. Her son John Parker stayed in NICU for 10 

days in September 2006. 
“[God] knew that placing me there would rock my world,” Wil-

son said, adding, “I hope through our feature on CBN that people 
will be encouraged to use a storm in their life to start a new min-
istry.” 

Heritage Baptist supports the ministry by providing meeting 
space for monthly meetings, helping to promote fund-raising 
events and assisting with counseling for families. 

“We are very proud of Kim Wilson and to be a partner with her 
ministry,” said Jeff Dickey, Heritage’s discipleship minister, add-
ing the church was also very honored to be featured on “The 700 
Club.” 

To watch the feature, visit CBN’s website, www.cbn.com. 

People, churches making news across the state 
Alabama updates

Merrill
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4 The average North American uses 158.5 gallons of wa-
ter a day. The average person in the developing world uses 
2.6–5.2 gallons a day for drinking, washing and cooking 
(U.N. Human Development Report).

4 An American taking a 5-minute shower uses more wa-
ter than the typical person living in a developing country’s 
slum uses in a whole day (U.N. Development Programme).

4 The average weight of water women in Africa carry on 
their heads is 50 pounds, the same as the average airport 
checked luggage allowance (U.N. Human Development 
Report).

4 1 billion people in the world do not have access to 
safe water, roughly 1 in 8 of the world’s population. In 
Africa, 2 out of 5 people lack clean water (World Health 
Organization/U.N. International Children’s Emergency Fund).

4 About 2 in 3 people lacking access to clean water sur-
vive on less than $2 per day, with 1 in 3 living on less than 
$1 (World Health Organization).

4 The water and sanitation crisis claims more lives 
through disease than any war claims through guns (U.N. 
Development Programme).

4 98 percent of water-related deaths occur in the devel-
oping world, and 84 percent of water-related deaths occur 
in children ages 0–14 (World Health Organization).

4 Every year, there are 4 billion cases of diarrhea as a 
direct result of drinking contaminated water — resulting 
in 2.2 million deaths, equivalent to 20 jumbo jets crashing 
every day (World Health Organization).

4 1.4 million children die every year from diarrhea 
caused by unclean water and poor sanitation. That’s 4,000 
child deaths a day, or 1 child every 20 seconds (U.N. Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund).

Clayton Andrew Gilbert, retired 
Alabama pastor and former 

Royal Ambassador (RA) camp di-
rector, died May 18. He was 88. 

Joining the Alabama Baptist 
State Board of Missions in 1958 
as the associate in charge of RA 
work, Gilbert became the first RA 
camp director in 1965. He was also 
instrumental in building the camp 
facility between 1963 and 1965 at 
Shocco Springs Baptist Confer-
ence Center in Talladega and was 
known to RA campers and staff as 
“Mr. G.” 

Before his RA work, Gilbert 
served as pastor of First Baptist 

Church, Maplesville; Hopewell 
Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa; and a 
church in Kentucky. 

After leaving his position as RA 
director in 1970, Gilbert moved to 
Memphis, Tenn., to work with the 
Brotherhood Commission, which 
is now part of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board, from 1971 to 
1974. 

In 1974, Gilbert moved back to 
Alabama to take a position as asso-
ciate pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Alexander City. A year after retir-
ing from this position in 1986, he 
took a position as pastor of Pine 
Grove Baptist Church, Camp Hill, 

and served there until 2006.
A native of Walker County, 

Gilbert graduated from Howard 
College (now Samford Univer-
sity) in Birmingham in 1944 and 
from Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, Ky., 
in 1947 with a bachelor of divinity 
and in 1948 with a master of theol-
ogy.

Gilbert was preceded in death 
by his wife, Nancy, and his daugh-
ter, Mary Anna. 

He is survived by two chil-
dren, four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.  (TAB)

Want to know God?
By Evangelism office
State Board of Missions

God wants to have an intimate 
relationship with you. He 

has placed an emptiness in every 
person that can only be filled by 
God. People often seek to fill this 
emptiness with things other than 
God: material possessions, suc-
cess in business, sports, alcohol, 
illicit drugs, immoral sex and so 
forth. Nothing can permanently 
satisfy this emptiness other than 
God Himself.

The problem is our sinfulness 
keeps us from having this rela-
tionship with God. The Bible 
teaches “for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23). Our sin is separat-
ing us from a holy and just God. 
Moreover, God’s Word makes 
it clear that “the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

Our only hope rests in the 
love of God demonstrated in 
that “while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
God “made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin on our behalf, that 
we might become the righteous-
ness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 
5:21).

As is stated, “For God so loved 

the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16).

Jesus lived a sinless life, a life 
totally in submission to God’s 
will. Christ is the spotless sacri-
fice to remedy our sin problem. 
He paid the wages of our sins 
by His death upon the cross. He 
died for our sins, was buried and 
rose again on the third day.

You can receive this salvation 
and have an intimate relationship 
with God by turning from your 
sins and placing your faith in 
Christ alone. “That if you con-
fess with your mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the 
dead, you shall be saved; for with 
the heart man believes, resulting 
in righteousness, and with the 
mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation” (Rom. 10:9–10).

This very moment you can 
have eternal life if you will:

1. Admit you are a sinner.
2. Be willing to turn from your 

sins.
3. Believe Jesus died for you 

on the cross and rose from the 
grave.

4. Through prayer invite Jesus 
to be your Lord and Savior.

(continued from page 1)
significant. The closest hand-dug 
well is about a two-mile walk. When 
it dries up — which happens every 
dry season — Isandap treks seven 
miles to a deeper well.

With clean water access increas-
ingly scarce, the burden of securing 
a daily water supply has become a 
daunting task for women and young 
children in rural sub-Saharan Af-
rica — threatening an ancient way 
of life.

Isandap and her pastoralist clan 

live in gumdrop-shaped thatch huts 
scattered across the sandy plateau, 
herding animals to survive in aver-
age daytime temperatures of 100 
degrees.

In an effort to beat the heat, 
Isandap bends through the small 
opening of her hut just as the sun 
peeks out from the horizon. She 
grabs her scratched-up 20-litre yel-
low jug and leans back into the 
smoky hut, giving last-minute in-
structions to her groggy teenage 
daughter. Then she’s off to the well.

The footpath rises and falls with 
the gentle sandy slopes, weaving 
around pesky thorn bushes. Sun-
bleached remains of once-mighty 
herds of goats, sheep and camels 
that died of thirst are scattered as 
far as the eye can see. The piles of 
bones are a constant reminder of 
how important water is. A person 
can survive without food for 30 
days. Without water, survival is pos-
sible for only five to seven days.

The arid lands of northern Ke-
nya have been the hardest hit by the 
drought. In some villages, it has not 
rained in years. Isandap’s village is 
one of the lucky ones. Even if it’s 
only a sprinkle here and there, rain 
dramatically changes the area. Tufts 
of green adorn the trees and bushes, 
brightening the normally dull brown 
landscape. But this day, more impor-
tantly, the closest well — a 17-min-
ute walk — has water. Just a week 
ago, the well was bone dry.

“Even last week I walked to the 
other well. I left at 7 a.m. and re-
turned home at 7 p.m.,” Isandap 
said. “The lines were long because it 
was the only well with water. Some 
women spent the night there so they 
could keep their place in line.”

They manually lower makeshift 
buckets down the 30-foot well and 
back up again using homemade 
ropes. Isandap is eerily skinny from 

the tough year, yet her arm muscles 
ripple as she repeats the process 
twice more, filling the container 
with muddy, arsenic-laced water. 
She straps the 44-pound jug onto 
her back and starts the arduous trek 
home.

Isandap and her daughter will 
make this trip three more times to-
day.

In sub-Saharan Africa, UNICEF 
(United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund) estimates 
40 billion hours of labor are wasted 
each year carrying water over long 
distances. The tragedy is that the 
water they work so hard to collect is 
often dirty and polluted.

The cost of clean water
Women trapped in this situation 

have little time for other activities, 
such as child care, rest or productive 
work. So when water gushes out 
of the nearby water tanks provided 
by Southern Baptists, word spreads 
quickly among the women.

Now an almost giddy atmo-
sphere surrounds the water tanks 
at Isandap’s village. Women smile, 
laugh and tease. Mothers give their 
toddlers a good washing. Boys plop 
down in the mud, building dams 
and mud pies. Girls playfully splash 
each other.

The tanks and series of pipes con-

necting to the borehole miles away 
cost around $20,000, provided by 
the Southern Baptist World Hunger 
Fund. It takes about $6 worth of 
diesel — an expense the commu-
nity intends to cover — to run the 
borehole long enough to fill all four 
tanks, which hold enough water for 
two days.

Village elder Andrew Amalo in-
sists that raising their own money 
is, in fact, local custom and exactly 
how they want it, even though World 
Health Organization estimates that 
two-thirds of those without access 
to safe water live on less than $2 a 
day.

“That is how it is done here,” 
Amalo nevertheless said. “When a 
boy goes off to school, the entire vil-
lage collects money to support him. 
Whether it is 5 shillings (6 cents) 
there or 20 shillings (26 cents) here, 
we pull our resources together. Ev-
eryone shares. It is our way.”

This type of partnership between 
Southern Baptists and Isandap’s 
village allows the community to 
have ownership over the project. 
They decide when water is needed 
most.

No one knows when the tanks will 
be filled again, so everyone tries to get 
as much as they can. In less than an 
hour, Isandap and her children gath-
er enough water for two days.  (BP)

Former pastor, RA camp director Gilbert dies

Before well, people walked up to 7 miles for water

Water: Facts are heartbreaking______ ______

IMB photo/Graphic by Lauren A. Chow
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Azerbaijani house church threatened by police
ALIABAD, Azerbaijan — Zaur Balaev, pastor of a Baptist 

house church in the town of Aliabad in the northwestern region 
of Zakatala in Azerbaijan, was warned that he does not have the  
right to gather church members for worship, as the church is not 
registered.

On April 30, police officers “warned me of ‘unpleasantness with 
the law’ if we carry on meeting,” Balaev said.  

Balaev stated that the police officers filmed the room in the 
house where the church meets and examined religious materials. 
He fears the footage and information gathered will be used to jus-
tify future actions against the congregation. 

“They were studying how they might move in the future,” he 
said.

The congregation, which is affiliated with the Union of Evan-
gelical Christians-Baptists of Azerbaijan, has sought registration 
since the mid-1990s, but it has been repeatedly denied by the au-
thorities. 

This is not the first time that authorities have attempted to close 
down Balaev’s congregation.

Balaev was arrested May 20, 2007, during a raid on a church 
service at his home. He was originally accused of resisting arrest 
and setting dogs on police officers, but he was later charged, con-
victed and sent to prison on allegations that he beat up five police-
men and damaged a police car door. 

The congregation of the church denied these charges saying the 
pastor went peacefully. More than 50 people, including members 
of the congregation and non-Christian villagers, signed written 
statements testifying to Balaev’s innocence.

After protests from the Baptist World Alliance, the European 
Baptist Federation and former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Ba-
laev, who was sentenced to two years in prison Aug. 8, 2007, was 
released from prison March 19, 2008.

Missouri Baptist pastor charged with defrauding church
ST. LOUIS — A former Southern Baptist pastor in Missouri has 

been indicted on charges of using his position to defraud church 
members into loaning him money that he did not repay.

According to St. Louis media, a four-count federal indictment 
for mail fraud accuses Danny O’Guin, former pastor of Parker 
Road Baptist Church, Florissant, Mo., of using false pretenses to 
convince elderly church members to loan him money that he told 
them was to repair residences he owned out of the state. 

He allegedly told the parishioners to “keep quiet” about the 
loans. When church members inquired about his failure to repay 
the loans, the indictment alleges, he would borrow money from 
other church members to pay the debt. Other alleged schemes in-
clude writing letters promising that payment was forthcoming and 
sending checks with “mistakes” on them. 

Church leaders said O’Guin was pastor of the suburban St. Lou-
is congregation from 2006 until February 2009, when he resigned 
after allegations against him prompted conflict in the church. He 
reportedly now lives with his son in Texas. 

Before coming to Parker Road, O’Guin was pastor of Tower 
Grove Baptist Church, St. Louis, for 10 years. He was elected as a 
trustee of the Southern Baptist Convention North American Mis-
sion Board in 1999 and in 2003 and chaired the Missouri Baptist 
Convention’s credentials committee in 2008. 

Authorities say O’Guin, 62, stole thousands of dollars between 
June 2006 and March 2009 from church members who felt obliged 
to lend him money because he was in a position of religious au-
thority. If convicted, each of the four counts carries a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in prison and/or fines up to $250,000.

GCR Task Force report not a threat to CP, Floyd asserts
NASHVILLE — Southern Baptists who worry the Coopera-

tive Program (CP) will be undermined if the Great Commission 
Resurgence Task Force recommendations are adopted should ask 
whether the CP isn’t already in more danger than they realize, the 
chairman of the task force said May 12.

Whether promoting undesignated contributions under a new 
“Great Commission Giving” banner would harm CP giving is “a 
very legitimate question,” said Ronnie Floyd during an online pan-
el discussion hosted by CAA (Church Administration Assistance) 
Ministries at outreachandevangelism.org. 

“But if they think the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force 
report is a threat to the Cooperative Program, then the Cooperative 
Program is in more danger than any of us realize.” 

By Greg Heyman
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Chisholm Baptist Church 
saw a marked increase in 
attendance when it cel-

ebrated its 100th anniversary April 
25. 

On an average Sunday, between 
45 and 55 people 
attend worship but 
approximately 425 
attended the Mont-
gomery Baptist As-
sociation church’s 
centennial celebra-
tion, according to 
Pastor Robert 
Bradley.

“We were so 
excited to see so 
many people com-
ing back. It was 
just like a family 
reunion,” said Hen-
ryette Bailey, who 
has been a member 
of the church since 
1949.

“Everybody was so excited about 
seeing old friends,” Bailey added.

Many friends did indeed come 
back to Chisholm Baptist that day, 
including Andrew Smith, who de-
livered the morning message.

Special recognition
On Sept. 11, 1949, Smith was 

licensed to preach by the church. 
He went on to serve as pastor of 
churches in Alabama and Florida 
and Sunday School director for the 
Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions (SBOM).

Another friend who returned 
for the landmark occasion was 
Kenny Hoomes, who led wor-
ship. Hoomes, associate pastor for 
spiritual maturity/senior adults of 
First Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
served Chisholm Baptist as min-
ister of music and education from 

1983 to 1987. 
While Gov. Bob 

Riley did not attend 
the anniversary ser-
vice, he did send a 
letter of recognition 
that was read to the 
congregation. Ch-
isholm Baptist was 
also recognized by 
the Alabama Bap-
tist Historical Com-
mission, which pre-
sented a plaque.

A catered lunch, 
singing and a time 
of sharing testimo-
nies followed the 
service.

According to historical records, 
the church was organized Feb. 13, 
1910, with 32 charter members. 
Meetings were held in a building 
at the corner of Lower Wetumpka 
Road and Michigan Avenue.

In anticipation of building its 
own house of worship, the con-
gregation purchased an organ in 
November 1910 — seven months 
before a building committee began 
its work. Subsequently a lot was 
purchased at 2938 Lower Wetump-
ka Road, and deacon J.D. Brooks 
and his sons began hauling lumber 
to the site. 

The first service held in the new 
building was Brooks’ funeral in 
December 1915. At the time, the 
building had only a subfloor and 
chairs had to be brought in for seat-
ing. 

Chisholm Baptist’s history tells 
of how the congregation minis-
tered to servicemen and their rela-
tives during World War I because 
the U.S. War Department had des-
ignated Montgomery as a mobili-
zation center.  

Montgomery also was the site 
for the 2,000-acre Camp Sheridan, 
to which soldiers from Ohio were 
assigned. Not only did soldiers 
from the camp attend services at 
the church but their relatives also 
attended when they came to Ala-
bama for visits.  

Bell sold during war
The SBOM, with assistance 

from its counterpart in Ohio and 
the Home Mission Board (now the 
North American Mission Board), 
helped the church to call J.M. 
Blankenship as full-time pastor. He 
also served as camp pastor. 

When the camp was dismantled 
at the end of the war in 1918, the 
lumber was salvaged and pur-
chased to build a pastorium, which 
was completed in 1919.

When the United States found 
itself in another world war in the 
1940s, the church sold its bell in 
response to a plea for scrap iron to 
help in the war effort.  

Near the end of the war, on Feb. 
12, 1945, the church was damaged 
beyond repair by a tornado. As a 
result, congregants met in several 
locations — members’ homes, Ch-
isholm Methodist Church and Ch-
isholm Elementary School — until 
a new facility could be completed 
on the same site. 

In May 1946, services were held 
in the new building, which had 
only a subfloor and a few partitions 
between classrooms, no ceiling 
and no light fixtures. Construction 
was completed later and the con-
gregation continues to meet in that 
building.

At the peak of the church’s min-
istry, 142 people were baptized in 
1948. The next year, 139 people 
were baptized.

In addition, the church history 
shows that more than 100 people 
were baptized for three consecu-
tive years in the 1960s and Sunday 
School attendance was at its high-
est in 1964 with 465 people.

Chisholm Church draws big 
crowd for 100th anniversary

M eadowBrook Baptist 
Church, Gadsden, in 

Etowah Baptist Association 
sent a group of 19 people to La 
Romana, Dominican Republic, 
Feb. 27–March 6.

Partnering with Iglesia Bau-
tista Cristo Solo Cristo (Christ 
Only Christ Baptist Church) in 
La Romana, SCORE Interna-
tional and Baptist representative 
Nathan Jude, the missions team 
helped complete the construc-
tion of the church, along with 
making curtains and a colorful 
backdrop. 

The team also helped a second 
church in the area. 

Team members took part 
in street evangelism efforts 
and nightly preaching in local 
churches.

“It was great to work along-
side of church members and lo-
cal construction crews,” Mead-
owBrook Baptist Pastor Randy 

Gunter said, noting his church 
plans to continue its partnership 
with Cristo Solo Cristo.

Nine people with Escambia 
Baptist Association went 

to Reynosa, Mexico, to work 
with the Big Heart orphanage 
April 10–17. 

Led by Director of Missions 
Pat Andrews, the missions team 
did electrical work and painted 
for the orphanage and hosted 
an evangelistic block party one 
evening. 

Approximately 280 people 
came to the block party during 
which the team served hot dogs, 
chips and drinks and gave out 
care bags for women and chil-
dren, which included diapers, 
shoes and school supplies. 

“We had a great time working 
together,” Andrews said. 

The association plans to take 
another team in October. 

CORRECTION
Information provided 
to The Alabama Baptist 
about the page 1 photo 
“A Hero’s Welcome” in 
the May 27 issue incor-
rectly identified the officer 
speaking as a naval officer. 
He is an Army officer.

“We were so excited. 
... It was just like 
a family reunion. 
Everybody was so 
excited about seeing 
old friends.”

Henryette Bailey
Chisholm Baptist Church
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P
aul Thompson reads the media 
accounts describing the journey 
of him and nine other jailed 
Baptist volunteers in Haiti who 
are all now free and scratches his 
head. 

He was there. What he reads is not what he 
experienced.

Thompson, pastor of Eastside Baptist 
Church, Twin Falls, Idaho, was one of those 
10 Baptist volunteers who went to Haiti in 
late January with the goal of taking orphans 
out of the earthquake-ravaged country and 
into an orphanage being started in the Do-
minican Republic. That trip took a disastrous 
turn Jan. 30 when the 10 were shocked to 
learn they were being charged with child 
kidnapping, with allegations swirling that the 
group had plans to sell the kids into slavery, 
or worse, to harvest and sell their organs.

The story Thompson tells is far different 
from what has been described repeatedly in 
most media accounts.

“It’s radically different,” Thompson said.
For instance: 
4The 10 Americans did not, as has been 

alleged in some accounts, go through the 
streets of Port-au-Prince passing out flyers 
and going door-to-door looking for children, 
Thompson said. Instead, the 33 children they 
were trying to take across the border in a 
medium-sized bus came from two orphan-
ages, and orphanage workers told them that 
none of the children had parents.
4The group was told multiple times 

before they got to the border that their docu-
mentation and paperwork — the source of 
the controversy — was sufficient, Thompson 
said. A Haitian child services official said 

as much, as did a Haitian policeman and an 
orphanage director who has extensive experi-
ence transferring orphans from Haiti to the 
Dominican Republic.
4The 10 Baptists were arrested in Port-

au-Prince and not at the border. They thought 
they would go free until UNICEF — a 
United Nations agency — got involved and 
pressed charges, Thompson said. 
4They were arrested Jan. 30, and not 

Jan. 29 as has been reported repeatedly. 
4Their only goals, Thompson said, were 

to spread the gospel and to help children. 
That latter goal seemed to be on track until 
that disastrous afternoon of Jan. 30 when 
they were arrested and their lives were for-
ever changed. Until that afternoon, Thomp-
son said, they saw no “red flags,” nothing 
to make them think, “Wait a minute, some-
thing’s not feeling good.”

Their first trip into Haiti
The group’s Haiti story actually began five 

days prior to their arrest, when they boarded 
a Greyhound-
sized bus at 
6 a.m. Jan. 
25 for the 
six-hour drive 
from Santo 
Domingo in 
the Domini-
can Republic 
to Port-au-
Prince. The 
closer they 

got to the earthquake zone, the more destruc-
tion they saw, until finally, arriving in Haiti’s 

‘Radically
different’

Volunteer says media’s story about Baptists

In the weeks following the Jan. 12 earthquake that devastated Haiti, 
a separate story began unfolding that brought shock and confusion — a 

Southern Baptist missions team had been arrested on charges of kidnapping.

In the days that followed, as the team of 10 sat in a jail in Port-au-Prince, 
the rest of the world heard a barrage of rumors about their motives for 

attempting to transport orphans across the border to the Dominican 
Republic. They wanted to harvest their organs and sell them, some said. 

Others said they wanted to sell the children themselves.

Such rumors were false, but it took more than 100 days to finally 
resolve the matter. Eight of them were freed in February, a ninth one 
released in March, and the final one — Laura Silsby — was let go 

May 17, more than 100 days after the ordeal began.

The following story is based on interviews with Paul Thompson, 
one of the 10 Baptists held in prison in Haiti. 

Thompson said that ever since he was released from jail Feb. 17 — after 
spending 19 days there — he’s wanted the group’s side of the story told but 
feared going public would endanger members of the group that were still in 

prison. Everyone, though, is now free, so he is telling it for the first time.

What really happened, he said, is completely different 
from the story the media portrayed.

jailed in Haiti strays from what happened

Paul Thompson’s son, Silas, 
sits with a Haitian child.

capital, it quickly became clear they were “in 
a leveled city.” Only a few buildings were left 
standing, and many of the city’s orphanages 
had moved their children to tent cities.

Before entering Haiti the group had made 
contact with a handful of orphanages, be-
ing told by the orphanage directors that they 
were overcrowded and had quake orphans 
who could be moved to the Dominican Re-
public. But the first orphanage the group 
went to that day — despite being crowded 
and having children who were needing food 
— “completely changed” its story when 
Thompson and the others showed up. The or-
phanage was receiving food and water from 
outside agencies based on head count and 
didn’t want to lose any residents, Thompson 
said. 

The Baptists did receive cooperation late 
that day at another tent city orphanage, 
which gave the group approximately six 
children to take to the Dominican Republic 
orphanage. The children were placed on 
the bus but taken off when a Haitian police-
man named Leonard — who Thompson 
said became a “very helpful ally” — told 
the group the orphanage was not a “recog-
nized” orphanage. He also told the group 
that they needed written permission from an 
orphanage director in order to cross the bor-
der with the children and take them to the 
Dominican orphanage, New Life Children’s 
Refuge.

“And so we took these kids off our bus, 
gave them back into the care of the tent-city 
orphanage,” Thompson said. “We cooperated 
with every government agency and personnel 
that we talked to.”

The policeman was “the first to tell us that 
all that is necessary for us is to have written 
documentation from an orphanage director 
transferring the custody of the children from 
his orphanage to New Life Children’s Ref-
uge,” Thompson said. 

Because the 
first orphan-
age didn’t 
cooperate and 
the second one 
didn’t have 
the proper pa-
perwork, the 
group decided 
to go back to 
the Domini-
can Repub-
lic, where it would regroup, get a smaller 
bus — thus making it easier to navigate 
the streets — and make phone contact with 
other orphanages in Port-au-Prince to see if 
they had children who needed to be housed 
elsewhere safe. They also asked their three 
translators, whom they were leaving behind 
and who had grown up in orphanages, to con-
tact any orphanages they were close to and 
inquire about children. After a night’s sleep 
in Port-au-Prince, the Baptists drove to Santo 
Domingo on Jan. 26.

Their second trip into Haiti
The group headed back toward Haiti on 

Jan. 27, and at the border was surprised when 
— without the group’s permission — border 
guards began loading strangers onto the bus 

for the trip 
into Port-au-
Prince. Fear-
ing for their 
safety the 
Baptists told 
the guards to 
take the new 
passengers 
off the bus. 
Yet amid the 
chaos and 

confusion they did allow one man and his 
assistant to stay. His name was Jean Sainvil, 
a pastor who — providentially — directs or-
phanages in Haiti and the Dominican Repub-
lic. He had never met members of the group, 
but their shared interests quickly sparked a 
conversation on the bus about orphanages 
and needy children.

“He explained who he was and that he was 
trying to get back to his family in Port-au-
Prince to assess more of the damage on the 
orphanages that he’s director of,” Thompson 
said. “This director, this pastor, confirmed 
what the policeman told us the day before: 
that all that’s necessary to transfer orphans 
from orphanage to orphanage is custody 
transfer, written documentation from the 
orphanage director. So there’s a second con-
firmation for us that that’s the documentation 
that’s required and necessary.”

Sainvil told the group that at least one of 
his orphanages was destroyed and that it 
would be helpful if he could transfer some of 
its residents to New Life Children’s Refuge 
in the Dominican Republic. The two sides 
agreed to meet the next day at Sainvil’s. 
First, though, Sainvil was dropped off at a 
relative’s and the group went to a Christian 
school com-
pound where 
they stayed 
the night.

The next 
morning 
Thompson 
and the others 
met up with 
their transla-
tors, one of 
whom had 
made contact with an orphanage he grew up 
in that was overcrowded. When the bus ar-
rived at the orphanage — located in a 

(continued on next page)

January 25
Arrived in devastated 

Port-au-Prince on 
bus from Dominican 

Republic.

January 26
Returned to Dominican 

Republic to regroup.

January 28
Received children. 
Confirmed with 

orphanage they had 
no parents.

January 27
Drove back into Haiti. 

Confirmed second time 
that their paperwork 

was sufficient.
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(continued from page 9)
mountain village — the children, about 13 
of them, were ready and waiting to board. 
Following protocol, Silsby got each child’s 
name, birth date and closest living relative, 
and the children boarded.

Everything appeared to be in order, but 
when the bus started pulling away one boy 
began to cry, screaming in Creole that his 
dad was outside the bus. The bus stopped.

“He was weeping and had tears rolling 
down his eyes,” Thompson said of the boy. 
“As soon as we discovered that that kid’s 
dad was outside the bus, we put him back 
in the custody of his dad.”

The fact that a child who had a living 
parent was at the orphanage underscored 
the country’s desperate situation.

“We had heard,” Thompson said, “that 
this was a common practice — that an ac-
tual parent would take their children to an 
orphanage and insist that this child has no 
parents, knowing that that child could be 
better taken care of at an orphanage.”

Silsby then phoned Sainvil, who told her 
he was not yet ready for them to come to 
his orphanage. With time on their hands, 
the group headed to the Dominican Repub-
lic embassy in Port-au-Prince to try and 
obtain a document the Baptists had learned 
the Dominican Republic requires to trans-
fer orphans into that country.

No one at the consulate, though, had the 
document. Silsby’s wait inside the consul-
ate lasted so long — at least an hour — that 

the Baptists 
on the bus 
decided to 
feed the 
children.

“There 
were sev-
eral delays,” 
Thompson 
said. “She 
came out 
one time 

and said that the person that is supposed to 
meet her with the document was on their 
way.”

The person never showed up.
“From this side of things, that kind of 

dialogue is probably better interpreted as 
delay tactics, because they didn’t have the 
paperwork,” Thompson said. “Nobody had 
it, and it was not there. These are govern-
ment agencies telling us the person with the 
paperwork is on their way. So we waited 
and waited and waited. Eventually we told 
them that we have this appointment to meet 
at the orphanage with Pastor Jean Sainvil. 
We left the embassy building.”

Were they really orphans?
Sainvil’s orphanage — and most of the 

neighborhood around it — was destroyed. 
Despite that, the 20 or so kids from Sain-
vil’s orphanage were dressed and ready, 
and they boarded the bus one at a time as 

Sainvil gave Silsby each child’s name, birth 
date and closest living relative.

It would later be learned that none of the 
children — not the 20 at Sainvil’s orphan-
age and not the 13 at the mountain village 
— were orphans. Thompson says now he 
does not know who was deceiving whom, 
but that he and the others believed they 
were receiving children who were orphaned 
because of the earthquake. 

“That’s still an unknown for us,” Thomp-
son said. “But as far as we knew, these kids 
that this pastor was giving into our care and 
our custody had no moms and no dads. We 
had communicated above board that this is 
the purpose of this ministry — it is to only 
minister to kids that have no moms and no 
dads. And it was communicated frequently. 
So somewhere along the way, a deception 
was communicated to us who these kids 
were.”

With 33 children now in their care, the 
group headed back to the Dominican Re-
public embassy to see if the official who 
supposedly had the necessary document 
had arrived. The person, though, had not, 
but Silsby was told the document would be 
waiting for them at the border.

The group members now faced a dilem-
ma: they did not have the proper documents 
to cross the border but — with it now be-
ing close to nighttime — they also did not 
have a place for them and the children to 
sleep. Officials with the Christian school 
compound previously had told Silsby and 
the others that they would not be allowed 
to bring children into the facility, but the 
group felt it had no other choice but to try. 
Sure enough, though, the school turned the 
group away. So that night, the 10 Baptists 
and the 33 children slept on the streets 
just outside the compound, with military 
personnel on the compound grounds mak-
ing it feel at least somewhat safe. Despite 
that setback, the group was heartened when 
medical personnel came out of the com-
pound to check on the children.

Thankfully, the area around the com-
pound saw no violence or looting that 
night.

“Nobody even wandered down the street 
upon us,” Thompson said.

‘You might as well  
go to the border’

Thompson and the others woke up on 
Jan. 29 after a rough night’s sleep intend-
ing to obtain not only the Dominican Re-
public document but also a Haitian docu-
ment they had learned about.

They spent nearly the entire day look-
ing for both documents — “going to every 
government agency we were told to go to” 
— while at the same time entertaining and 
feeding the 33 children. The friendly Hai-
tian policeman they had met during their 
first day in Haiti assisted them throughout 
the day, guiding them to the necessary 
buildings.

January 28
Tried to get document. 

Couldn’t. Slept with 
children on street.

January 29
Got runaround. 
Were told to try 
to cross border.

The group attempted to obtain the Hai-
tian document, going to a Port-au-Prince 
child services office and also a Haitian 
child services office but got a similar story 
each time:

“They would say, ‘This is a brand new 
document, we actually don’t have the docu-

ment’ or ‘We 
don’t have 
anyone here 
to sign the 
document. 
You’ll have 
to go to [an-
other] office 
to get it.’”

The fi-
nal Haitian 
government 

office they visited wasn’t any more helpful, 
and — in hindsight — may have helped 
lead to their arrest. After Silsby showed 
an official there the documents she had 
been given by the two orphanages, the 
person, Thompson said, responded, “This 
document that you have, you might as well 
take it to the border and see if they’ll let 
you cross with this document because this 
other document — that everyone knows is 
a new document to have — nobody has it. 
And nobody is here to actually produce the 
document.”

So, late that afternoon, the group decided 
to head to the border. 

“We made that decision based off what a 
government official told us to do,” Thomp-
son said. “We felt we made every attempt 
to be above board with this process.”

The bus left Port-au-Prince and got to the 
border around 6 o’clock.

“As soon we got there, Laura stepped out 
and she had all the documentations with her,” 

Thompson said. “She was explaining to the 
border guards, ‘Here’s the situation, here’s 
where we’re going.’ ... They felt comfortable 
that everything she was sharing was on the 
up and up — that’s the feeling we got. Then 
there began to be some dialogue amongst 
themselves in Creole or French about this 
new document that Haiti was now requiring 
for transfer of orphans. They were in a bit of 
an argument, some of the guys saying, ‘This 
is all they need,’ and others saying, ‘No, 
they’ve got to have another document.’”

The border guards called the chief border 
guard, and Silsby and Thompson went into 
his office.

“She was telling these guys the same sto-
ry,” Thompson said. “The border guards were 
listening, the chief border guard’s listening. 
You can tell that he’s confused.”

The chief border guard made several calls 
and then got off the phone and broke the bad 
news: “I cannot let you cross the border.” 
The group, he said, must go back to Port-au-
Prince to get the Haitian document that no 
one could provide. 

“He did not arrest us,” Thompson said. “So 
we complied and said, ‘OK.’”

But the group now had the same problem 
it had the night before: 33 kids, with no place 
to sleep. Desperate, the Baptists made a pro-
posal to the chief border guard: They would 
stay at the border that night, and the next 
morning, the bus driver would take Silsby 
to Port-au-Prince to get the document, with 
the others staying at the border until she got 
back. The chief border guard agreed to the 
plan, and the bus was moved into the gated 
area. 

The Baptists and the border guards — 
many of whom had grown up orphans and 
who appreciated what the Baptists were do-

Paul Thompson arrives at a judicial 
police office in Port-au-Prince.

In a video aired by 
CBS News in Febru-

ary, several mem-
bers of the Baptist 
volunteer team are 
shown in the hours 

after their arrest with 
a number of Haitian 

children they were 
seeking to relocate 

to an orphanage that 
group leader Laura 
Silsby was planning 

to open in the Do-
minican Republic.
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ing — then began working together to ready 
the children for bed. Their sleeping area 
would be a porch area, with blankets spread 
out.

“[The border guards] were very grateful 
and expressing a lot of gratitude to us for 
what we were doing to help their country,” 
Thompson said. “We got a good sense of re-
ception from them.”

Soon a group of medical personnel showed 
up who had somehow gotten word about the 
children. These officials ran a medical facil-
ity in Haiti 
five miles 
from the bor-
der and of-
fered to give 
the children 
physicals — 
including 
de-worming 
medication 
— the next 
day. The Bap-
tists agreed. The new plan for Saturday — 
OK’d again by the chief border guard — now 
had the bus dropping the children off at the 
medical facility while Silsby went to Port-au-
Prince to obtain the document. The Baptists’ 
frustrating predicament now seemed to have 
a silver lining, and perhaps things would fall 
into place the next day. That hint of optimism 
soon turned to joy that night when the con-
versation between the Baptists and the border 
guards turned spiritual.

‘I want to become a Christian’
With the children falling asleep and the 

group members preparing MREs (meals, 
ready to eat), the border guards and Baptists 
practiced their lingual skills — the border 
guards’ limited English and the Baptists their 
rough Creole. Out of the blue, one of the 
border guards, speaking through a translator, 
told the Baptists, “I want to become a Chris-
tian and I want to know how to become a 
Christian.” The Baptists, amazed at what had 
just been requested, led the man to the Lord.

“Our act of compassion upon his country 
— God was using that to draw this man to 
Himself, I’m sure with a lot of other things,” 
Thompson said. “Because of what just hap-
pened we became very satisfied that this was 
God’s ordained moment for this man’s life.”

The Baptists rejoiced with the man, and 
the experience made the fact that they were 
still in Haiti — and would be sleeping with-
out a bed for a second straight night — sig-
nificantly more palatable. It would be their 
final night sleeping in freedom before being 
placed in jail.

They awoke the next morning ready to 
tie up all the loose ends and finally get the 
proper documents to travel into the Do-
minican Republic — where a church group 
from Idaho awaited — but soon were told 
that there had been a change of plans. They 
would not be allowed to take the children 
to the medical center, and Silsby would not 
be allowed to travel to Port-au-Prince alone. 
Instead everyone — the 10 Baptists and the 
33 children — were told to board the bus and 
travel to Haitian child services, which just 
happened to be housed in the same building 
in Port-au-Prince as the police station. They 
were not given any detailed explanation.

“Our understanding was we were going 
back to get the documentation,” Thompson 
said. “So we complied.”

UNICEF gets involved
The bus passed the medical compound en 

route to Port-au-Prince and arrived at the po-
lice station around 8 or 9 o’clock that morn-
ing. Ironically it was one of the buildings the 
group had been at the day before trying to 

obtain the Haitian document that officials had 
been unable to find.

The police escorted Silsby and her transla-
tor into an office, leaving behind the other 
nine Baptists and 33 children in a waiting 
area. The discussion between the police and 
Silsby lasted more than an hour, and she 
exited the meeting optimistic that everything 
was OK.

“Laura came out of this meeting pretty 
satisfied that the police were ready to put us 
back on the bus with the kids and head back 
to the border because she had produced the 
documentation from the orphanage direc-
tors,” Thompson said. “She told them the 
whole story. We were actually in a building 
where we had been the day before trying to 
get documentation. So she was able to say, 
‘We’ve already been here, we’ve tried this. 
Nobody was here to get this paperwork for 
us.’”

Yet they weren’t allowed to leave the po-
lice station just yet because a representative 
from child services was on her way to the 
building to meet Silsby. After that — at least 
they thought — they would be good to go.

Finally the woman arrived, and Silsby and 
the others knew something could be amiss. 
The woman was a UNICEF worker who Sils-
by recognized from previous visits to child 
services offices. She walked into the building 
with a group of UNICEF employees, all of 
them wearing shirts with the UNICEF logo. 
A “spiritual shift,” Thompson said, took 
place.

Still, though, there was no reason to 
worry. “You guys are going to be OK,” po-
licemen told the team. But the group soon 
began questioning that logic. The lengthy 
meeting between the UNICEF woman, 
Silsby and the police had barely begun when 
the other UNICEF employees brought cam-
eras and microphones into the waiting area 
to film video of the kids, talking to them in 
Creole. The children began crying, and the 
footage made it into news broadcasts around 
the world.

“This was a complete setup,” Thompson 

said. “They were beginning to build their 
case for us as being kidnappers and child 
traffickers.”

Even worse for the Baptists, the UNICEF 
employees told the children that the 10 were 
kidnappers who wanted to sell the kids into 
slavery or sell their organs, Thompson said. 

“What those cameras won’t show — 
which is ironically amazing — is that these 
kids were sitting in our laps, crying on our 
shoulders and they were not running away 
from us,” Thompson said. “We’re the very 
people that the UNICEF people were saying 
we kidnapped them. There’s no policemen 
that is taking these kids away from us at this 
point. Nobody’s removed us from the kids. 
We were still in complete care of the kids. 
They’re not even turning to the policemen. 
For us, that really began to tell us that we 
were right in the middle of something very 
spiritually active. For us, it was clear that 
there was a spiritual battle that we were right 
smack dab in the middle of.”

After the UNICEF cameras left, though, 
the children calmed down, and the Baptists 
were allowed to go back to their bus where 
they got food and water to feed the kids. With 

the meeting 
dragging on, 
the kids ate, 
and everyone 
waited for a 
report from 
Silsby.

Finally 
— about an 
hour and 45 
minutes after 
it started — 

the meeting ended. As if on cue, the UNICEF 
camera crew once again put microphones in 
the faces of the kids, who, once again, began 
crying and screaming. The UNICEF woman 
— whose name Thompson still does not 
know — then headed to a press conference 
in an adjacent part of the building, where she 
announced that the Baptists had just been 
charged with kidnapping and child traffick-

ing. Thompson watched the press conference, 
as did some of the children. A policeman 
actually interpreted the press conference for 
Thompson. It was a surreal scene.

“He’s just standing next to me, he was not 
acting on the charges that she’s telling the 
press conference about,” Thompson said. 
“And still, no large group of policemen has 
showed up. Nobody has showed up with 
handcuffs. We’re still taking care of the kids, 
and she’s telling the world we’re kidnappers 
and traffickers. ... They’re definitely still cry-
ing and I’m sure heavy in thought about what 
was going on. It’s hard to know really what 
these kids are processing in their minds.”

Soon, though, the 10 Baptists were arrest-
ed, beginning an ordeal that forever changed 
their lives. That night would be Day 1 of 
nearly three weeks in jail for eight of them 
and 100-plus days in prison for Silsby. (BP)

January 29
Spent night on ground 
at border. Led border 

guard to Christ.

January 30
Told they all had 

to return to 
Port-au-Prince for 

document. Later jailed.

february 17
Paul Thompson and 

seven others released.

March 8
Charisa Coulter released. 
Leaves only Laura Silsby.

may 17
Laura Silsby convicted 
and released for time 

already served.
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Laura Silsby arrives at the 
court house in Port-au-Prince.
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Providing support, motivation
H ave you ever known some-

one who was very capable of 
something but too afraid to actu-
ally do it? I am thinking of a well-
known Christian artist who has a 
beautiful singing voice. 

However, she struggles with 
stage fright, so she has all but giv-
en up her career. It really is a loss 
for all of us, because she can bring 
such insight into the Christian life. 
Now few, if any, will ever hear that 
insight and miss hearing her use 
her gift.  

That is an extreme example of 
how fear and discouragement can 
sometimes paralyze a person with 
great ability. A more familiar way 
of describing this would be the 
importance of getting back on a 
horse after you have fallen off or 
not letting a bad experience stop 
you from doing what you are good 
at doing.

It is a common experience for 
all of us, struggling with discour-
agement, and we are surrounded 
by people in the midst of this 
struggle. They are the people we 
look to for insight or suggestions 
on an issue they know a lot about 
but they remain silent. 

They are the people we expect 
to volunteer for a task they are re-
ally skilled at, but they never offer 
to help. 

They are the children and teen-
agers who suddenly are reluctant 

to get involved in something they 
usually enjoy.  

The problem is we tend to be-
come frustrated with people when 
this happens. We take it personally 
and begin to wonder why they re-
fuse to help. Sometimes we even 
want to tell them to just get over 
it.

However, imagine what would 
happen if a person were dealing 
with discouragement and I came 
to her angry that she was not get-
ting involved. What would be her 
reaction? Would it lessen her dis-
couragement or would it deepen 
it? The truth is expressing my frus-
tration would only serve to make 
me feel better.  

Instead this is the time to be sup-
portive. When you see someone 

at work, church or home dealing 
with this, try approaching him or 
her with “Are you OK?” instead 
of “Why didn’t you ... ?” This is 
the time to listen, help the person 
make decisions and continually 
encourage him or her. This is the 
time to invest in that person and re-
mind him or her that he or she can 
do it. Basically it is building back 
confidence — getting back on that 
horse.

A Takeaway Value … 
If someone is capable of doing 

something but seems to lack the 
motivation to do it, then that is the 
time to provide support and build 
confidence.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Jean Rob-
erson, MSW, LCSW, is a ministry 
consultant for national Woman’s 
Missionary Union. She serves as 
team leader for the adult team and 
director of Christian Women’s Job 
Corps/Christian Men’s Job Corps 
and International Initiatives.

CHURCH POSITIONS
PASTOR: Fayetteville Baptist is accept-
ing resumés for church pastor. Small 
congregation. Sunday morning servic-
es only. For more information call B.J. 
Wood at 256-378-5882.

MINISTER OF YOUTH & DISCIPLESHIP: 
Full-time position in northwest Alabama, 
twenty miles south of the Shoals area. 
Information available at www.tharptown.
com/about/job-opportunities.php.

MINISTER OF MUSIC/YOUTH: Fairfax 
FBC, Valley, Ala., is seeking a full-time 
minister of music/youth. Please send 
resumés to: Steve Garnett, 510 Denson 
Street, Valley, AL 36854, or e-mail to: 
scgarnett@gmail.com.

HIGH SCHOOL/UNIVERSITY PAS-
TOR: Concord Baptist, Anderson, 
S.C.,  is seeking a high school/univer-
sity pastor. Preferred: degree from an 
accredited seminary and minimum of 
three years church/ministry experience. 
Submit resumés via e-mail to: jjames@
concordbaptist.com, or to: Concord 
Baptist, ATTN: Dr. Don Cox, 1012 Con-
cord Road, Anderson, SC 29621.

STUDENT MINISTER: Southside Bap-
tist Church is receiving resumés for 
the full-time position of student minis-
ter. Mail resumés to: Southside Baptist 
Church, ATTN: Student Minister Search 
Committee, 1213 West Bypass, Andalu-

sia, AL 36420. 

PART-TIME CHILDREN’S MINISTER: 
North Valley Church in Margaret, Ala. 
— a fast-growing, family-focused con-
temporary ministry. Theological training, 
experience preferred. Send resumé to: 
chris@mynvc.org. 

OTHER POSITIONS
DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL MIN-
ISTRIES: The Mobile Baptist Associa-
tion of Mobile, Ala., is currently seeking 
to fill the position of the director of in-
ternational ministries. Please visit www.
mobilebaptists.org for information and 
instructions.

business
WALL BEDS: Alabama Wall Beds pro-
vide extra sleeping space in spare bed-
rooms, condos, offices. Manufactured in 
Alabama. Prices starting at $1,399.  De-
tails online at www.andyswallbeds.com 
or call Andy 256-490-4025.

CHRISTIAN HOME-BASED BUSI-
NESS: High-tech manufacturer offers 
unique opportunity for Christian fam-
ily home-based business. Call toll-free 
1-877-623-7088 for recorded message 
and complete information.

CHURCH SIGNS: Reliable Signs offers 
design, fabrication, installation and ser-
vice. All types of signs from electronic 
messaging to traditional. Ask about 

our exterior light maintenance service. 
Statewide  coverage. Christian-owned. 
Church references available. www. 
reliablesigns.com.  800-729-6844, 205-
664-0955.

DO YOU NEED A CHURCH PIANIST?: 
We have piano CDs for churches to sing 
by. Gospel, hymns, choruses, praise, 
etc. Hundreds of songs. Call Worship 
Service Resources, 1-877-977-6800.  
Free demo. Special church pricing. 
www.pianocds.org.

CONSTRUCTION
CHURCH BUILDING PROJECTS: Let 
Webb Builders help your church expand 
its facilities. Large or small projects. 
Your plans or use our custom-design 
building services. State licensed with 
25+ years experience. Call Webb Build-
ers, Inc., 334-285-9302. Millbrook, Ala. 
Numerous church references available.

GYM FLOORING: Wood or synthetic pro-
fessionally installed by Alabama’s leader 
in athletic surfacing. Call Covington Floor-
ing Co., Birmingham, Ala., 205-328-2330.

conferences/retreats
NEW CHRISTIAN RETREAT FACILITY: 
Stoney Creek, a new Christian-based re-
treat facility, opening October 2009. Pre-
mium log lodgings on 50 acres, 3,000-feet 
creeks and streams. Reservations: 256-
338-5583. www.stoneycreekalabama.
com. Vinemont, Ala.

TRAVEL/VACATION
GEORGIA MOUNTAINS CABIN: 2 BRs, 
2 BAs furnished cabin. Wheelchair ac-
cessible. $500/week (3 night minimum). 
$125/night. Located in mountains of 
Blue Ridge, Ga. Call 941-755-3655.

LOG CABIN: Lake Guntersville area, 
beautiful view and fully furnished. Dis-
counts to ministers. Log onto www. 
paradisevista.net to see pictures. Call 
for reservations at 205-540-3600.

AFFORDABLE BEACHFRONT & 
BEACHSIDE VACATION CONDOS: 
Gulf Shores and Orange Beach, Ala. 
Best value on the beach. Lowest prices. 
Over 25 top quality condos. Your satis-
faction is our top priority. Owned and 
operated by Christian family since 1988. 
205-556-0368 or 205-752-1231. www.
gulfshorescondos.com.

MOUNTAIN COTTAGE: Hayesville, 
western North Carolina. Lovely, almost 
new mountain cottage for rent. April–
October, weekly/monthly. All conve-
niences. 2 BRs, 2 BAs on beautiful Hia-
wassee River. Low price: $500 weekly 
plus tax. Sleeps 5. Children welcome. 
No pets. 828-389-3302.

ORLANDO VACATION HOME: 4 BRs, 2 
1/2 BAs and pool. Ten minutes to Disney. 
Twenty minutes to Universal and Sea 
World. $150/night. www.orlandovaca. 
com. 303-808-2978, Robert.

GULF SHORES VACATION HOME: 
June special $499/week. Including 
cleaning fees. Sleeps 12. Call 225-241-
5667 or visit www.gsfamilyretreat.com.

DESTIN OR PENSACOLA BEACH: 
Fully furnished, luxury beach-front re-
sorts. Great rates. Family-oriented con-
dos sleep 4 to 8. Call 1-800-874-0402. 
www.HolidayBeachResort.com.

10-DAY HOLY LAND TOUR: Depart-
ing Atlanta Nov. 8.  Air, deluxe hotels, 
meals, sites. Only $2,685. Contact Pas-
tor Jack Studie for brochure and more 
info. Jstudie@aol.com, 270-889-7604.

FOR SALE
ELECTRIC ORGAN: Lowrey Debut De-
luxe NL/10XL electric organ, bench and 
books for sale. Like new. $500 cash or 
cashier’s check. 205-822-9604. 

CHRISTIAN, MILITARY & PATRIOTIC 
NECKTIES & HUMOR BOOK: Christian, 
military and patriotic neckties. $15 value. 
Your cost: $6. Humor Book: “Laughter 
Doeth Good Like a Medicine.” 1,200 
sold. $6. Telephone: 606-288-3051.

MISCELLANEOUS
CAMP MACOBA: Camp MACOBA 
needs Christian-minded businesses and 
individuals as financial partners. Much 
needed improvements are on hold due 
to lack of funds. Campmacoba3@gmail.
com for more information.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT OF THE ALABAMA BAPTIST, 205-870-4720, EXT. 102, OR E-MAIL ADS@THEALABAMABAPTIST.ORG. COPY DEADLINE IS TWO WEEKS BEFORE PUBLICATION.

Market Place

A Thought 
for Women
By Jean Roberson

jroberson@wmu.org

To the best of our knowledge, all of the ads 
in The Alabama Baptist represent legitimate 

companies and offerings. However, one 
should always exercise normal business 

caution in responding to ads.
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A ‘little pillow’ of comfort
‘Crafty’ FBC Pelham members help cancer patients keep port-a-cath area safe

Photos by Kristen Padilla

assembly line — FBC Pelham members Debbie Reeves (right) and Barbara Woods (left) make 
the Comfort Now Protect-A-Port pillows at a Crafty Chicks gathering May 24. 

By Kathy Dean
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

When her mother was diag-
nosed with breast cancer 
in 2008, Abbey Thomp-

son wanted to bring meals to her, 
clean her house, drive her to the 
many doctor’s appointments, sit 
with her following surgeries and 
just spend time together each day.

But she couldn’t.
Thompson’s mother, Jeanne 

Chenault, lived more than two hours 
away in Florence, and she had fam-
ily responsibilities with three young 
children in Pelham.

So Chenault, a member of First 
United Methodist Church in Flor-
ence, came up with a way they 
could both find comfort in the situ-
ation and founded a ministry in the 
process.

It is the Com-
fort Now Protect-
A-Port, a small 
rectangular pillow 
with Velcro straps 
designed to wrap 
around the shoul-
der strap of a 
seatbelt, cushion-
ing the area near 
the collarbone 
where a port-a-
cath is installed 
beneath the skin 
to deliver medi-
cation for people 
facing rounds of 
chemotherapy. 

“I guess you 
could say it is an 
invention, but I 
call it a gift,” Chenault said. “God 
gave me this inspiration, this idea, 
and the name. This little pillow 
would give comfort to a person now 
and also give the hope that they will 
not always need the pillow, that they 
will recover and then pass the pil-
low on.”

She said God gave her the idea 
for the pillow as she was walking to 
her car and dreading the ride home 
following a visit to her surgeon. The 
site of the port was more painful 

than her bilateral mastectomy, es-
pecially during a car ride when the 
seatbelt would rub and press against 
the port. 

Chenault drew a pattern for the 
pillow and, with the help of a co-
worker who could sew, designed 
several prototypes before finding 
the right shape and amount of stuff-
ing to sit comfortably over the port 
and protect the site from the seat-
belt. With the help of a sewing group 
from Florence Boulevard Church of 
Christ, the first pillows were made 
from donated fabric.

Thompson, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Pelham, enlisted the 
help of Barbara Moore, whose hus-
band is the associate pastor in charge 
of senior adult ministry. Moore took 
the idea to the Sonshine Club, a se-

nior adult group 
at the church that 
meets monthly 
for lunch and fel-
lowship. In Oc-
tober 2009, the 
Crafty Chicks, 
another church 
group of primar-
ily senior adults, 
took over the 
project. 

The women 
meet every 
Monday at First, 
Pelham, for two 
hours to work on 
individual and 
group projects, 
including the pil-
lows. They bring 
sewing machines 

from home and set up an assembly 
line, sewing and stuffing the pil-
lows. 

Thompson packages pillows 
made by both groups with turbans 
and hand-painted scarfs provided by 
the Church of Christ group, an in-
spirational poem, a story about the 
creation of the pillows, her mother’s 
story and Psalm 18:2. A sticker on 
the outside of the package reads, “To 
God be the Glory, Psalm 115:1, God 
blesses things great and small.”

her to sell the pillows, she said 
that’s not what you do with a gift 
from God.

“These are not meant to 
be sold. They are meant to 
be shared,” Chenault said.

For more information, visit the 
Facebook page for Comfort Now 
Protect-A-Port kits, e-mail Thomp-
son at hndbagrep@aol.com or 
Chenault at msfundirector@com-
cast.net or call First, Pelham, at 
205-664-0237. 

Children’s pillows designed for a 
car seat are packaged with a pink or 
blue teddy bear and suckers.

Thompson and her mother pray 
over each pillow, asking blessings 
on the recipient. She estimates be-
tween 500 and 700 pillows have 
been made and given away.

Anne Murphy, a member of the 
Crafty Chicks who is a former ra-
diation and oncology nurse and a 
cancer survivor, said it is wonderful 
to be of service to others and give 

them something that will bring some 
comfort. “You may never meet [the 
people who receive the pillows], but 
still you think about them. And you 
hope they do well,” she said.

Those making the pillows receive 
something in return, Moore pointed 
out.

“You have such a feeling of com-
pleteness when it’s done. You know 
it’s going to help somebody,” she 
said.

While some people have urged 

WMU ministries respond to Albertville tornado
When a tornado struck Al-

bertville on April 24, many 
people responded quickly, in-
cluding those involved with Mar-
shall County Christian Services’ 
(MCCS) Christian Women’s Job 
Corps (CWJC) and Christian Men’s 
Job Corps (CMJC). 

“We were immediately called 
out to help displaced families,” said 
Linda Henry, executive director of 
MCCS and CWJC/CMJC consul-
tant for Alabama Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU). “We were 
asked to set up a help center for the 
victims.”

So one of the CWJC sites, Cahill 
Baptist Chapel, Albertville, became 
a food and clothing center.

The first week following the tor-
nado, CWJC and CMJC canceled 
classes and focused on meeting 
needs. Some CWJC and CMJC par-
ticipants also volunteered at Cow-
boy Church of Marshall County, 
Albertville, serving meals to vic-
tims.

“I am in awe at the things that 
have been happening in Albertville 

in the last few weeks,” Henry said. 
“I am so proud of my CWJC/CMJC 
participants, both current and past, 
(who) have joined in to help with 
the recovery efforts here.”

Giving back
The men and women have worked 

early and late hours sorting and siz-
ing clothing donations, setting up 
and tearing down tables, unloading 
donations, cleaning up debris left 
by the tornado and working at the 
help center, she said.

“All of them will tell you that 
they feel blessed,” Henry said. “A 
big part of CWJC/CMJC is being 
able to give back, and these men 
and women have been such a bless-
ing to me by doing just that.”

CWJC and CMJC are minis-
tries of national WMU, and their 
purpose is to “provide a Christian 
context in which men and women 
in need are equipped for life and 
employment and a missions con-
text in which women help women 
and men help men.”        (TAB)

Retired pastor Willis dies at 75
Jimmie L. Willis, a retired Ala-

bama Baptist pastor, died May 9. 
He was 75. 

A native of Greensboro, Willis re-
ceived a bachelor of arts from How-
ard College (now Samford Univer-
sity) in Birmingham in 1953, master 
of divinity from New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in 1961 
and doctor of divinity from Univer-
sal Bible Institute in Atlanta.

In Alabama, he served as pastor 
of Ariton Baptist Church; Old Town 
Creek Baptist Church, Moulton; and 
Harmony Baptist Church, Hillsboro. 
He also served as pastor of churches 
in Georgia, Florida and Mississippi. 
He retired from full-time ministry in 
1993. 

Willis is survived by his wife 
of 58 years, Kathleen; five daugh-
ters; and nine grandchildren.  (TAB)
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Sunday School Lessons For June 6

Four Ways to Promote 
Church Unity

1 Corinthians 1:10, 21–31; 3:9–10, 
16–17

Focus on Members’ Agreement (1:10)
After a brief introduction filled with thanks-

giving, Paul cut to the heart of the problem in 
Corinth. The Corinthian church was filled with 
divisions, which caused Paul great concern. 
The body of Christ is supposed to be unified, 
not filled with bickering and infighting. Paul 
exhorted the Corinthians in the name of Jesus 
Christ to be of one mind. Paul was echoing the 
desire of Christ, found in John 17:21. Unity is 
a mark that ought to distinguish the Church 
from the world. Christians are to be unified by 
avoiding petty squabbling and looking out for 
the good of each other rather than themselves. 
This does not mean that we all share the same 
opinions about everything. Rather we should 
have the same basic doctrinal convictions and 
the same goals for our church.
Focus on the Gospel’s Truth (1:21–25) 

Paul showed that one way the Church dem-
onstrates its unity is when its focus is the gos-
pel of Christ. The gospel does not operate ac-
cording to the ways of the world. The world 
relies upon man’s reason to make judgments 
and develop ideas. Instead of operating in this 
fashion, the gospel actually runs counter to 
the world’s perception of power and truth. In 
fact, Paul considered the wisdom of this world 
as foolishness in God’s sight. This world val-
ues physical and political power, intelligence 
and physical appearance, but God looks at the 
heart. The foundation of the gospel rests upon 
Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection and ascen-
sion, which is foolishness to many. But as Paul 
said, to those who are called, i.e., those who 
have accepted God’s offer of salvation, the 
message of the cross demonstrates His power 
and wisdom. The Church as a whole needs to 
emphasize this message of the cross. When 
the Church focuses on fighting internally, this 
message is obscured from the world. 

Focus on God’s Work (1:26–31)
Continuing with the idea of God’s wisdom 

versus human wisdom, Paul used the Corin-
thians’ own lives as evidence of His work in 
their lives. Most of the Corinthians were not 
wise by the world’s standards, yet they were 
truly wise because they had accepted the 
gospel message. However, the origin of this 
wisdom is God Himself, not the believer. Paul 
emphasized that God is the One who saves, 
not individuals. This is the glory of the gospel 
— it is not earned. It is a gift of God. This was 
one of the reasons that the Reformation had 
such a great impact. The reformers recognized 
that the gospel message is for anyone, at any 
time. Since God is the One who effects sal-
vation and since it is not dependent upon our 
merit, kings, presidents, butchers and beggars 
are all equal in God’s eyes. Our achievements 
are of no consequence. No one can earn salva-
tion; therefore all praise goes to God. When 
we as the church emphasize God’s work in 
our lives rather than our status, we promote 
our church’s unity. 

Focus on the Church’s Best 
(3:9–10, 16–17)

Leading up to this section, Paul recounted 
the immature spiritual condition of those in 
the Corinthian church. In fact, those in the 
church had divided into groups around which 
Christian teacher they claimed to follow — 
Apollos or Paul. Paul mentioned how each 
follower of Christ has a role in the Church. 
Paul laid the Corinthian church’s foundation, 
as he was the first to present the gospel mes-
sage to it. Apollos came later and built upon 
this foundation. The builders are not the focus 
of God’s temple, but rather God Himself is 
the focus. Those who build upon the founda-
tion, which is Jesus, must be careful to build a 
temple that brings glory to God, not to them-
selves. We as Christians are God’s temple and 
God’s temple is Holy; therefore we need to be 
sure to live lives that reflect this. Therefore it 
is imperative as God’s people to put aside in-
dividual desires and focus instead on promot-
ing the good of the church. We promote unity 
in our church when we refuse to do anything 
to harm the church but rather seek what is best 
for it, and this brings glory to God.

When Leaders Fail
1 Samuel 2:22–25; 3:11–21

A Sacred Trust Violated (2:22–25)
Some time had passed since the episode 

in the preceding verses. Eli was now very 
old. The women with whom Eli’s sons were 
“sleeping” were not the Canaanite temple 
prostitutes. Likely they were women who 
performed menial tasks in the pre-monarchy 
Israelite sanctuaries. Lamps were kept burn-
ing from evening until morning at the Tent 
of Meeting’s entrance (see Ex. 27:21). That 
these infidelities occurred at the most signifi-
cant place where God met His people high-
lights the degeneracy of the behavior.

Godly people had warned Eli about his 
sons’ sinfulness, but the warnings did no 
good. He was not much of a godly father or 
spiritual leader, and his sons did not heed his 
words. How tragic it is when a father loses his 
influence over his family, especially when it 
comes to spiritual leadership.  

Unlike sin against one’s neighbor, high-
handed sin against God leaves no room for 
mediation. God determined the destiny of 
Hophni and Phinehas: They would be put to 
death. Because of their utter rejection of God, 
no human intercession would be effective 
for delivering the two. Hophni and Phinehas 
respected neither Eli nor the Lord, and for 
this, they would be subject to His judgment. 
As part of this judgment, God would replace 
them with faithful servants.   

The Lord Does What He Thinks 
Is Good (3:11–18)

The Lord was preparing Samuel to be His 
messenger, His prophet. The “thing” that God 
was going to do refers to a disaster of some 
kind. The expression “his two ears will tingle” 
appears also in 2 Kings 21:12 and Jeremiah 
19:3. As in 1 Samuel, the term in these two 
passages refers to a calamity to come upon 
people. “Judging” in verse 13 means “pun-
ishing.” This presents an ironic touch to Eli’s 
fate: The judge would be judged. 

Because Samuel was obedient to the Lord 
and Eli, he heard His message and realized 
what He planned to do. This had to be a heavy 

responsibility to give a young boy. By doing 
so, it appears that the Lord was intensifying 
the rebuke of the apathetic adults. When God 
cannot find an obedient adult, sometimes He 
must deliver His word to a child and let it be 
spoken through a younger soul.   

The Lord would judge the house of Eli be-
cause Hophni and Phinehas had “blasphemed 
God” or as other manuscripts state, “made 
themselves contemptible.” Eli had done noth-
ing to restrain his two sons. Though Eli and 
his sons were priests, there were no sacrifices 
that they could offer to atone for their sins.  

Though at first afraid to tell Eli about what 
he had seen, Samuel told the priest about the 
word he had received. Here Samuel was play-
ing his role as a prophet of the Lord for the 
first time. He delivered God’s message as the 
one who “was called” by Him, “received” His 
message and “was sent” as His messenger.

God Still Speaks His Word (3:19–21)
After this initial experience as a prophet 

of the Lord, Samuel kept growing, preparing 
himself and being prepared by God to be a ma-
ture prophet both physically and spiritually. 
Not only did Samuel grow but also “the Lord 
was with him.” This statement also was used 
to describe the youthful David (see 1 Sam. 
16:18; 18:12, 14). “Let none of his words fall 
to the ground” means literally “did not cause 
any of his entire words to fall to the ground.” 
Here Samuel’s words were understood to be 
the Lord’s words as well. Thus Samuel had 
been validated as a prophet of God.   

Unlike other judges, Samuel’s words and 
actions would influence the entire nation of 
Israel. The people recognized him as a proph-
et called of God to voice His word to them 
and discern His will for them as well. Be-
cause of the prophet Samuel, Shiloh changed 
from a place of infrequent vision to one 
where the Lord would appear frequently to 
His new intercessor. Unfortunately the holy 
place of Shiloh would encounter a dark pe-
riod in the next chapter with the capture of 
the Ark of the Covenant. But fortunately for 
Israel, Samuel would lend his powerful gifts 
and influence to guide the nation through 
challenges and blessings.  

Explore the Bible By Robert Olsen
Assistant professor, School of Christian Studies, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life By James Barnette
Associate professor of religion, Department of Religion, Samford University

Christian Crossword
By Danny Carpenter          Copyright 1994           ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
  1.The only __ Son. (John 1:18)
  8. According to my ___est   
      expectation and my hope.   
      (Phil. 1:20)
11. Let the sea ___. 
		  (1 Chron. 16:32)
12. And the ___ was upon the  
      earth 40 days. (Gen. 7:12)
13. There was no room for 
      them in the ___. (Luke 2:7)
14. Not boy.
16. Four in Roman numerals.
17. Dull; gray; not colorful.
18. If a man for conscience  
      toward God ___ grief. 
      (1 Pet. 2:19)
20. The highways ___ waste. 
      (Isa. 33:8)
21. The Boston ___ party.
23. I ___, he is.
24. Either/___.
25. Eastern Standard Time. 
      (abbr.)
26. Behold even to the ___, 
      and it shineth not. 
		  (Job 25:5)
29. Even ___ Christ forgave 
      you. (Col. 3:13)
30. The 40 days before Easter.
32. Hath not the potter power 

Down
  1. Able also to ___ the whole 
      body. (James 3:2)
  2. Long period of time.
  3. A male goose.
  4. We shall live, and do this, 
      ___ that. (James 4:15)
  5. Abiding in his tents ac-
      cording to their ___. 
		  (Num. 24:2)
  6. The ___ of the wise. 
		  (Prov. 18:15)
  7. Large river in Africa.
  9. ___ he thinketh in his heart, 
      so is he. (Prov. 23:7)
10. Shall __ hunger. (John 6:35)
14. The ___ of hell shall not 
      prevail.
15. They are written for our 
      ___. (1 Cor. 10:11)
16. If the ___ be blunt.  
		  (Ex. 10:10)
19. This is my ___ for ever. 
      (Ex. 3:15)
22. “One Day ___ a Time.”
27. A furry mammal.
28. They ___ to their brethren. 
      (Neh. 10:29)
29. An affirmative vote.
30. ___, I am with you always. 
      (Matt. 28:20)

      over the ___. (Rom. 9:21)
34. “Much ___ About Nothing.”
36. “ ___ ___ beautiful day in 
      the neighborhood.”
38. So he bringeth them unto 
      their desired ___.  
		  (Ps.107:30)
39. Swine ran violently down 
      a ___ place into the sea. 
      (Matt. 8:32)
40. “___ Maria.”
41. United States. (abbr.)
42. I did cast them out as the  
		  ___ in the streets. (Ps. 18:42)
43. But we had the ___ of 
      death in ourselves. 
		  (2 Cor. 1:9)
45. ___ each his own.
47. Let us ___ over unto the 
      other side of the lake. 
      (Luke 8:22)
48. Choose one __ the other.
49. And as __ __ lion; who 
      shall rouse him up? 
		  (Gen. 49:9)
51. Foe.
52. But the end is not ___. 
      (Matt. 24:6)
53. Money paid to a doctor or  
		  lawyer.

31. The trees ... are full of ___. 
      (Ps. 104:16)
32. To be discreet, ___, keepers  
      at home. (Titus 2:5)
33. He will ___ the blood. 
      (Deut. 32:43)
35. The house of Joseph sent 
      to ___ Bethel. (Judg. 1:23)
37. ___ it therefore in your 
      hearts. (Luke 21:14)
39. South Dakota. (abbr.)
41. One. (Sp.)
44. Arnold or Jones, for example.
46. A lyric poem.
49. Summer is now nigh ___   
      hand. (Luke 21:30)
50. The kingdom ___ his dear 
      Son. (Col. 1:13)



june 3, 2010 / The Alabama Baptist / Page 15

Indian groups aim ‘to cleanse Mandla of Christians’
BAMHNI BANJAR, India — Hindu nationalist organizations in 

Madhya Pradesh state have declared their intentions to rid Mandla 
district of all Christian influence by starting preparations for a 
large “reconversion” event next year. 

As a result of anti-Christian sentiment stirred at the April 22 
ground-breaking ceremony for the Madhya Pradesh “reconver-
sion” rally to be held next February, Hindu nationalists attacked a 
house church in the district’s Bamhni Banjar village May 2, Chris-
tian leaders said. 

Hindu leaders reportedly announced a list of objectives to be 
achieved before the festival, with one prominent agenda item be-
ing to drive away Christian pastors, evangelists and foreign aid 
workers from the district. The leaders pledged to “cleanse Mandla 
of Christians” by means of the Feb. 10–12 event. 

A week after the ground-breaking ceremony, around 40 Hindu 
nationalists from the Bajrang Dal group surrounded the home of 
Pastor Bhag Chand Rujhiya during a house church service and 
accused him of forceful conversion as they shouted anti-Christian 
slogans. Using abusive language, they pelted his house with stones 
as about 60 people were attending a worship service, Pastor Rake-
sh Dass said. 

“The mob was carrying deadly weapons like knives and rods,” 
he said. 

Police forced the pastor and his wife to sign statements that they 
would no longer lead Sunday worship or pray with friends or rela-
tives inside their house, and that they would not evangelize again 
in the area.

Great Britain airs first abortion television ad
LONDON — Great Britain’s first abortion television ad has up-

set pro-lifers, who say such a controversial subject should not be 
advertised in tandem with soap and car commercials.

Abortion advertising in the country actually is banned, but only 
if the organization makes a profit. Marie Stopes International, the 
abortion provider behind the ad, is nonprofit. 

The 30-second ad actually doesn’t mention the word “abortion” 
but will simply ask, “Are you late?” The ad then points women 
to a phone number, the Telegraph newspaper reported. The May 
24 ad aired around 10:10 p.m. local time during a game show, the 
newspaper said.

“To allow abortion providers to advertise on TV, as though they 
were no different from car companies or detergent manufacturers, 
is grotesque,” said Michaela Aston from the pro-life organization 
Life. 

“By suggesting that abortion is yet another consumer choice, 
it trivializes human life and completely contravenes the spirit of 
the 1967 Abortion Act, which was supposed to allow for a small 
number of legal abortions in a limited number of hard cases, but 
has been twisted and distorted to allow for mass abortion on de-
mand.”

“These adverts will just mean more women will end up on the 
abortion industry conveyor belt,” said Peter Saunders of the Chris-
tian Medical Fellowship. “Marie Stopes may not make profit but 
they don’t get paid at all if they don’t carry out any abortions.”  

Morocco expels more than 100 foreign Christians
RABAT, Morocco — In another wave of deportations from Mo-

rocco, officials of the majority-Muslim country expelled 26 for-
eign Christians in 10 days without due process in May. 

The deportations were apparently the result of Muslim hardlin-
ers pressuring the nation’s royalty to show Islamic solidarity. The 
latest deportations bring the number of Christians who have had to 
leave Morocco to about 105 since early March. 

Christians and expert observers are calling this a calculated ef-
fort to purge the historically moderate country, known for its pro-
gressive policies, of all Christian elements — both foreign and 
national. 

At least two Moroccan Christians were beaten during the same 
10 days, sources said, and police have taken other Moroccan 
Christians to police stations daily for psychologically “heavy” in-
terrogations. Authorities are inquiring about the activities of for-
eign and local Christians. 

“I don’t see the end,” said Salim Sefiane, a Moroccan living 
abroad. “I see this as a ‘cleansing’ of Christians out of Morocco, 
and then I see this turning against the Moroccan church, which 
is already underground, and then persecution of Moroccan Chris-
tians, which is already taking place in recent days.”

People with disabilities want churches to include them
People with disabilities don’t 

want churches that just 
“welcome” them, but rather 

congregations that value them and 
include them in liv-
ing a “full life of 
faith,” according 
to a long-time ad-
vocate for special-
needs ministry. 

“Valued is being 
seen as someone 
who brings gifts 
and talents, being 
seen as a contribu-
tor,” said Ginny 
Thornburgh, direc-
tor of an interfaith 
initiative for the 
American Associa-
tion of People with 
Disabilities.

“I think we have to do that quite 
intentionally, to make sure wel-
come isn’t just a quick hello to 
someone or a pat on the head.”

‘Sacred friendship’
Thornburgh urged churches to 

become places of acceptance, of-
fering the gift of “sacred friend-
ship,” a commitment that “I will 
journey with you through thick 
and thin” and “I will be your voice 
when your voice is hard to find.”

That doesn’t begin with know-

ing all the answers, she said. 
“When the new baby comes home, 
the baby that the church hadn’t 
expected — the congregation had 

watched the mom 
and dad during 
their nine months 
of pregnancy and 
when the baby is 
born not as the cou-
ple had hoped, but 
another wonderful 
baby is born — 
what do we say to 
that family? What 
does the pastor say 
to that family? 

“We say, ‘I don’t 
know much about 
spina bifida,’” 
Thornburgh an-
swered. “‘I don’t 

know about Down syndrome. I 
don’t know much about the cir-
cumstance of your child’s disabil-
ity. But what I do know about is 
God’s abiding love and that this 
congregation will journey with you 
and journey with your child as your 
child grows and learns.’ That’s the 
sacred gift of friendship.” 

As of the 2000 census, 54 mil-
lion Americans had a legally de-
fined disability, about one in five. 
Thornburgh explained that means 
one-fifth of the members of any 

given church ought to be from that 
population.

“The goal of our work — to al-
low 54 million Americans to wor-
ship as they choose — is to trans-
form our congregations, or let’s 
say today to transform our church, 
into a place of love and accep-
tance,” she said. 

That begins when people with 
disabilities sense two things, 
Thornburgh insisted — they can 
feel safe revealing their disability 
and feel comfortable asking for as-
sistance for themselves or a family 
member. 

From there, she urges church-
es to ask, “What is a full life of 
faith?” in that congregation and to 
seek ways to include more people 
in experiences of worship, study, 
service and leadership. 

‘Called to be servants’
“We are called to be servants, 

and service is the highest possible 
joy,” Thornburgh said. “So often, 
persons with disabilities have only 
been the receivers of service. They 
haven’t had that opportunity to do 
for others. 

“We need to be creative in think-
ing out of the box. How can any 
project, how can any missionary 
activity, how can all church activi-
ties involve all people?

“Is the choir accessible to some-
one with a [wheel]chair?” she 
asked. “Is the man who is blind 
given the chance to read Scripture 
with his Braille Bible? Is the young 
man with depression given the 
opportunity to speak at the adult- 
education class about his journey 
with depression?

“Those of us with disabilities, 
young and old, have leadership 
abilities, and it’s up to us to create 
opportunities for them to be used,” 
Thornburgh said. 

“We all long to be loved by 
God. That is the deepest long-
ing that we have. And we long to 
be loved by the people of God. 
Our churches — your church and 
my church — can demonstrate 
that love, and it can become a 
place called acceptance.”   (ABP)

“We all long to be 
loved by God. ... 
And we long to be 
loved by the people  
of God.”

Ginny Thornburgh
American Association  

of People with Disabilities

‘Love and acceptance’
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Americans more pro-life than pro-choice, poll shows
WASHINGTON — Americans described themselves as more 

pro-life than pro-choice on abortion for the second straight year, 
according to a new Gallup Poll.

The survey showed 47 percent of Americans consider them-
selves pro-life, while 45 percent say they are pro-choice, Gallup 
reported May 14.

Gallup referred to the results — first evidenced in May 2009 — 
as the “new normal.”

“While the two-percentage-point gap in current abortion views 
is not significant, it represents the third consecutive time Gallup 
has found more Americans taking the pro-life than pro-choice po-
sition on this measure since May 2009, suggesting a real change 
in public opinion,” Gallup’s Lydia Saad wrote. “By contrast, in 
nearly all readings on this question since 1995, and each survey 
from 2003 to 2008, more Americans called themselves pro-choice 
than pro-life.”

Last May, Gallup’s polling showed 51 percent of adults said they 
are pro-life, while 42 percent identified themselves as pro-choice. 
It was the first time a majority of Americans had called themselves 
pro-life since Gallup began asking the question in 1995. Until 
then, no poll had shown more than 46 percent of Americans say-
ing they were pro-life.

In July 2009, the Gallup poll showed a 47 to 46 percent advan-
tage for the pro-life identification over the pro-choice one.

The survey also found an increase in pro-life sentiments since 
2005–06 among Republicans, independents who lean toward nei-
ther political party, Americans under 30 years of age and adults 
from ages 50 to 64.

FEMA apologizes for treatment of volunteers
JACKSON, Miss. — The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) has apologized to a Southern Baptist congrega-
tion and the Salvation Army after a FEMA photographer asked a 
couple of volunteers to change their T-shirts for an interview.

Angelia Lott and Pamela Wedgeworth, members of a small rural 
church in Mississippi, were helping clean up debris from a tornado 
that left a 149-mile path of destruction through the state in April.

The women were working in partnership with Crossgates Bap-
tist Church, Brandon, Miss., a Southern Baptist congregation, and 
were wearing T-shirts with the Salvation Army logo on them.

When a FEMA photographer approached them to request an in-
terview, he made clear the logos were unacceptable.

“He said, ‘We would like to ask you to change your shirt because 
we don’t want anything faith-based,’” Lott recounted May 18. 

Craig Fugate, a FEMA administrator, released a statement apol-
ogizing for the photographer’s actions, saying they “in no way re-
flect FEMA’s policies or priorities.”

“The photographer in question was absolutely wrong,” Fugate 
said, according to The Associated Press. 

Fugate apologized specifically to Crossgates Baptist and to the 
Salvation Army. He also called U.S. Rep. Gregg Harper, R-Miss., 
who is a member of Crossgates, to assure him that FEMA does not 
discriminate against religious groups.

Apple CEO applauded for keeping porn off iPhone
LOS ANGELES — A conservative group that monitors the en-

tertainment industry is applauding Apple CEO Steve Jobs for his 
pledge to keep porn applications off the iPhone.

So-called “apps,” or programs, are wildly popular and can be 
downloaded through Apple’s iTunes store. There’s an application 
for nearly everything — including news, sports, maps and restau-
rants — but Jobs says the store won’t offer porn. Approximately 
5,000 sexually explicit applications were removed from the store 
early this year after the Parents Television Council (PTC), the con-
servative group, urged citizens to complain to Apple. The PTC 
noted that children often browse the store, looking for games.  

Jobs took a stance against porn when the iPhone was released in 
2007 and reiterated that stance at least three times during May.

BP photo

Preparation — Russian-language student Will Thompson (left) practices Russian with an Udmurt man. 
Thompson is learning the language so that he can eventually share the gospel with the Udmurt people.

‘Virtual missionaries’
Christians blaze gospel trail in unreached Udmurtia
During one of his missions 

trips to Udmurtia, Jack Gil-
liland, pastor of Rea Valley 

Baptist Church, Flippin, Ark., asked 
a local believer, “Are we making 
any difference? Are we just com-
ing and entertaining you, or is this 
helping?”

“Every time you come,” the man 
responded, “it’s like 
you drop a rock in a 
pool and whatever fog-
gy, murky stuff that’s on 
the top brushes away a 
little bit — and we see 
a little more clearly.”

Today Gilliland vol-
unteers from his Arkan-
sas home as an Interna-
tional Mission Board 
(IMB) virtual strategy 
coordinator, which he 
described as “filling in 
where the missionaries 
can’t go or live.”

The Udmurts, an 
unreached people group in Russia, 
were the focus of Southern Baptists’ 
Day of Prayer and Fasting for World 
Evangelization emphasis in 2007. 
Since then, answers to those prayers 
are bringing Living Water to the 
spiritually thirsty in the Republic of 
Udmurtia.

One of the 2007 prayer requests 
asked Southern Baptists to pray 
that God would call an individual 
to coordinate efforts among the Ud-
murts. Shortly afterward, the Lord 
burdened Gilliland’s heart. 

He began to pray with believers 
around the world for God to send 
someone to Udmurtia to live full 
time and serve as a catalyst among 
the churches. Through word of 
mouth, e-mails and the Internet, Gil-
liland amassed a prayer network of 

more than 1,000 people who regu-
larly intercede for Udmurtia.

During the past three years, Gil-
liland also led multiple short-term 
volunteer teams to serve as “virtual 
missionaries” in the absence of full-
time missionaries.

Volunteers work alongside and 
encourage the seven small Baptist 

churches in Udmurtia 
and help approximate-
ly 200 indigenous be-
lievers minister to and 
present the gospel to 
villagers. Less than 0.3 
percent of Udmurtia’s 
population is consid-
ered evangelical Chris-
tian.

“You go in and you 
build relationships,” 
Gilliland said. “You 
live there like you 
would at home, just like 
a missionary does, and 
you share the Lord.”

Gilliland and his prayer network 
recently saw their prayers answered 
by two American couples.

Charlie and Heather Murphy 
first met Will and Marie Thompson 
while attending school together in 
Texas. Their journey began when 
Charlie read the IMB prayer guide 
for the Udmurts.

“The Holy Spirit moved in me 
that day when I read that article,” 
Charlie said. At that moment he felt 
the Lord say to him, “I love these 
people, and that’s where I want you 
to go.”

About that same time, Will heard 
in class about the great need for 
people groups in Central and East-
ern Europe to hear the gospel. As 
Charlie and Will shared these expe-
riences with one another, they real-

ized it was not coincidence but the 
providence of God. They began to 
pray for and research the Udmurts, 
and God kindled their hearts for 
the people group. The Murphys 
and Thompsons are now Russian- 
language students living in Izhevsk, 
the capital city of Udmurtia. They 
have learned to rely on the Lord 
through prayer as they transition to 
the new culture and language.

“The most difficult thing is want-
ing so badly to be able to explain the 
gospel to people but not having the 
vocabulary to do it,” Charlie said.

“I don’t just want to be a lan-
guage student. I want to be able to 
share God’s love with people, and 
right now I don’t have the vocabu-
lary to do that. That causes a lot of 
tears some days, just weeping over 
the lostness and feeling like there’s 
nothing you can really do about it, 
and then hearing God’s still, small 
voice saying, ‘You can pray.’ That 
will forever be the most powerful 
weapon you have, even when you 
can speak the language fluently.”

Praying for that day 
The couples pray for the day when 

more Udmurts will put their trust in 
Christ and boldly share their faith.

A local pastor believes Charlie 
and Will can be an encouragement 
to Udmurt believers, inspiring them 
to evangelize their friends and fami-
lies. 

Gilliland agreed. “The trails have 
been blazed, and we’ve laid some 
good groundwork,” he said. “We’ve 
built a trust relationship with the 
people so that now it’s a matter of 
them catching the vision.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — Some names 
have been changed for security 
reasons.                           (BP)

“We’ve built a trust 
relationship with 
the people so that 
now it’s a matter  
of them catching 
the vision.”

Pastor Jack Gilliland
Rea Valley Baptist Church



Birmingham’s Fair Haven Retirement Community opens latest addition: independent living apartments
Fair Haven Retirement Community
Paid Advertising

In keeping with their long established mis-
sion statement from 1961, Alabama’s Meth-
odist Homes Retirement Community contin-
ues to meet the needs of the state’s senior 
adult population. In April, their flagship facility, 
Fair Haven, again expanded independent liv-
ing housing options to the Birmingham com-
munity with the opening of Fair Haven West 
independent living apartments. These beauti-
ful apartments, located in the main buildings 
of Fair Haven, offer studio apartments as well 
as one- and two-bedroom floor plan options. 
All apartments include full-size kitchens. Res-
idents bring their own furniture and may dec-
orate to suit their individual tastes.

These apartments include community 
lounges on each floor where residents can 
enjoy quiet conversation in attractive com-
mon areas, as well as regularly scheduled 
entertainment in the large Fair Haven living 
room. Three nutritious meals a day are avail-
able in Fair Haven’s beautiful dining room. 
(There is no daily charge for lunch as the 
cost is included in the monthly rental fee.) 
Methodist Homes Corporation food service 
is recognized as one of the best, and every 
meal is prepared fresh in our own kitch-

ens.  We strongly believe that meal times 
are very important times for our residents, 
and we work to make each meal time an 
enjoyable and satisfying culinary experi-
ence. Residents may choose to dine with 
guests in a private dining room available 
by appointment. The fellowship of enjoying 
meals together is a highlight of the day.

Other amenities that are part of the Fair 
Haven West Apartments include:

• pet friendly (deposit required)
• all utilities, except phone and Internet
• month-to-month-leasing
• weekly housekeeping services with  

linens provided
• in-house beauty salon, medical and 

dental clinic
• weekly services in the beautiful Fair 

Haven chapel
• gift shop
• free coffee and juice bar
• scheduled daily activities including 

provided transportation 
• 24-hour emergency call system
• personal transportation available (for a 

small fee)
For a private tour of the Fair Haven campus 

and the West apartments, please call Mary 
Bess Price at 205-956-4150.

Fair Haven • 1424 Montclair Road • Birmingham, AL 35210 • 205-956-4150 • www.methodisthomes.org

A Reverse Mortgage Testimony 

By Bro. Max and Carolyn 
Youngblood, retired pastor and wife
Paid Advertising

After more than 50 wonderful 
years in the ministry in Alabama, 
Carolyn and I found ourselves 
with a mortgage with more than 
20 years left to pay. (Part of the 
reason for this comes from liv-
ing in a pastorium for most of 
those years. Those years re-
sulted in not having any equity 
in a home. Churches, if you are 
not already doing so, please 

consider giving your staff a 
housing allowance.)

I had heard of Reverse Mort-
gages but did not think we 
would qualify since we had 
less than 50 percent equity in 
our home. After I saw Jimmy 
Dixon’s article in The Alabama 
Baptist I decided to give him a 
call. Jimmy came to our home 
and we had a great time of fel-
lowship and gained a great 
deal of information on the sub-
ject. We were still skeptical but 
we completed an application. 

To shorten a long story, that 
was a little over one month ago 
and the other day we closed 
on the reverse mortgage, and 
we never left our home for any 
part of the process. We also re-
ceived enough cash to do the 
things we need to do.

Carolyn and I highly recom-
mend this to anyone 62 or over 
that could use this kind of help. 
It has been an answer to prayer 
for us.

A Word from Jimmy: This 
past year we’ve seen several 
changes in the reverse mort-
gage world. In the last few NMLS # 207518

weeks we’ve seen lenders 
make changes that will help 
the senior. Even while work-
ing on this article news came 
to me that the fixed rate has 
been dropped by one of our 
lenders. If you didn’t qualify 
for a reverse before, perhaps 
you do today, so please give 
me a call and I’ll be glad to 
run the numbers for you.

For a free brochure or 
more information, please 
call Jimmy Dixon direct at 
205-451-0676 or toll-free at 
1-866-879-
7775. Like 
The Ala-
bama Bap-
tist, Jimmy 
covers our 
state help-
ing seniors 
improve the 
quality of 
their lives. 
He is Bible study director, a 
FAITH team leader, deacon 
and Upwards coach at Valley 
Creek Baptist Church, 
Hueytown.

Jimmy Dixon



For information about 
advertising in 

The Alabama Baptist, 
contact Sue Ann Raybon 
at 205-870-4720, Ext. 107 

or saraybon@
thealabamabaptist.org.

Comfort Keepers®: 
Providing in-home, 
nonmedical services

Birmingham: Owner: Brent A. Watson, 205-981-1800. Service 
areas: Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair, Chilton and Blount counties.

Daphne: Owner: Deborah Colebank, 251-621-5555. Service areas: 
Mobile and Baldwin counties.
	
auburn-Opelika: Owners: Chris & Brenda Jane, 334-749-8461. 
Service areas: Auburn-Opelika, Tuskegee, Tallassee, Dadeville, Valley 
and surrounding areas.

Comfort Keepers
Paid Advertising

Comfort Keepers® mission 
is to provide in-home care to 
seniors and others who need 
help with activities of daily liv-
ing, with the goal of allowing 
people to stay in their own 
homes. 

Comfort Keepers® strives 
to provide a full range of care 
and services that maximizes 
the quality of life and reduces 
the physical and emotional 
stress for clients, their family 
members and friends. 

Whether physical or emo-
tional support, Comfort 
Keepers® is there 
to provide qual-
ity caregiving each 
step of the way. At 
Comfort Keepers®, 
nothing is more 
important than 
helping people live 
full, independent 
and dignified lives 
within the com-
fort of their own 
homes. 

The vast majority of Com-
fort Keepers® clients are  
seniors, but services are also 
available to others needing 
assistance such as new moth-
ers, those recovering from ill-
ness or injury or those with 
disabilities. 

Sixty-three percent of initial 
calls made to Comfort Keep-
ers® are made by family mem-
bers of seniors who are in 
need of care and assistance. 

And clients as well as fam-
ily members can be assured 
that Comfort Keepers’® care-
givers undergo a thorough 
screening process includ-
ing extensive background 
checks, and are insured 
and bonded for their client’s 
peace of mind.  

PERSONAL CARE  
SERVICES  
4Bathing 
4Mobility
4Transferring and 
    positioning 
4Incontinence care 
4Toileting 
4Feeding 
4Oral hygiene 
4Special diet and meal
    preparation  

Errand services 
4Grocery shopping 
4Respite or relief for family 
4Medication 

    reminders 
4Grooming and 
    dressing 
    guidance 
4Incidental 
    transportation 
4Laundry and 
    linen washing 
4Recreational 
    activities and 
    crafts

COMPANION SHIP  
SERVICES
4Companionship
4Moral & emotional support
4Incidental transportation 
    services
4Medication reminders
4Meal preparation
4Light housekeeping
4Errand services
4Grocery shopping
4Grooming
4Live-in services (where 
    available)
424-hour care
4Respite care 
4Mail assistance and 
    organization 
4Periodic review and 
   communication with family 
4Daily TLC phone calls 
4In-Home Safety 
    Technology  

Hiring 
quality care givers 

Visit 
www.comfortkeepers.
com and click on the 
employment tab for 
information or call 

one of our locations.

www.comfortkeepers.com



Dream Baths of Alabama owner recommends bathtub 
remodeling for safety of seniors living independently

Dream Baths of Alabama
Paid Advertising

If you worry about falling ev-
ery time you step into the bath-
tub you probably need to give 
Charlie Thornton, owner of 
Dream Baths 
of Alabama, a 
call. 

Charlie will 
give you a free, 
no-obligation 
estimate on 
c o n v e r t i n g 
your bathroom 
into a safe en-
vironment in-
stead of a dan-
ger zone. 

For senior adults or those 
who have mobility challenges, 
Charlie recommends a popu-
lar tub-to-shower conversion 
which allows you to enter and 
exit with ease. Since 60 percent 

of all household 
injuries are from 
getting in or out 
of the bathtub, 
Charlie says this 
option is a wise 
choice for se-
nior adults. 

The conver-
sion includes an 
oversized show-
er pan which al-
lows room for a 
portable bench 
seat, two safety 
grab-bars and 

a handheld shower wand so 
that you can sit and not have to 
stand for long periods of time.

 “In 1–2 days we can tear out 
your old tub and install a walk-
in shower with only a 3–5 inch 

step. All of 
our tubs and 
shower pans 
are non-slip 
and our walls 
are made of 
acrylic, which 
means there 
will be no fad-
ing, cracking, 
peeling, stain, 
mold or mil-
dew issues,” 

he said. 
Charlie points out that Dream 

Baths also provides walk-in 
safety tubs with hydrotherapy 
for arthritis, back problems, lu-
pus, muscular dystrophy, fibro-

myalgia and aches and pains. 
“We also provide wheelchair 

accessible showers, so you can 
roll into them and out with ease.”

“Our customers are always 
surprised and pleased to learn 
how affordable our prices are 
and how much we save them 
compared to other companies. 
We are proud to be of service 
to our seniors across the state 
keeping them safe in their 
homes,” he said. 

Charlie and his wife, Debbie, 
are long-time members of Ca-
mellia Baptist Church, Prattville. 

For more information call 
Charlie at 334-312-1825 or visit 
www.dreambathsalabama.com.
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