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Alabama Baptists trim 2011 budget, prepare for new relief site
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future home of alabama Disaster Relief — More than 4 acres 
of land are in the process of being purchased by the Alabama Baptist State 
Board of Missions to build a disaster relief warehouse and command center.

By Jennifer Davis Rash
The Alabama Baptist

Worship at the Wharf was 
rained out of its venue but 
not out of its spirit. And cer-

tainly not out of its ongoing effect.
“Now that the event is over, we are 

partnering churches across America 
with churches along the coast who 
have been impacted by the oil spill,” 
said Joe Savage, director of the center 

By Jennifer Davis Rash
The Alabama Baptist   

The Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions (SBOM) has approved 

a $43 million Cooperative Program 
(CP) budget proposal for 2011, is in 
the process of purchasing land to build 
a disaster relief command center and 
has restructured two of its offices.

Meeting Aug. 13 in Montgomery, 
SBOM members also approved des-
ignated giving budgets of $300,000 
for state causes and $400,000 for the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). 
No challenge budget goal was offered 
because of difficult economic times.

Special offering goals also were ap-

proved, totaling $20.9 million. They 
are Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for International Missions — $11.5 
million; Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
fering for North American Missions 
— $6 million; Alabama Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes & Family Ministries — 
$2.5 million; World Hunger Offering 
— $800,000; and Disaster Relief Of-
fering — $100,000.

Of the $43 million proposed base 
budget, $18,278,739 will go to the 
SBC, $12,876,909 to the SBOM and 
$11,844,352 to state convention enti-
ties. 

The budget proposal will be 
(See ‘State,’ page 17)

for leadership development at the Uni-
versity of Mobile (UMobile), who was 
instrumental in organizing the event. 

“People now are so desperate for us 
to come together again,” he said. “They 
want to pray. They want to worship as 
one body of believers. We are currently 
praying and asking God to reveal what 
He desires next.”

All of this came from the quickly or-
ganized Aug. 15 event (part of the Re-

storing Hope project) to benefit those 
affected by the oil spill. What was 
planned as a concert and worship time 
at Orange Beach’s outdoor amphithe-
ater at The Wharf was moved inside to 
Christian Life Church, Orange Beach, 
when a thunderstorm moved through 
the area.

And despite the weather, more than 
2,000 people of all ages packed the 
church’s sanctuary as event organizers 

managed to start the program less than 
an hour after its original start time. A 
sprinkling of every age group shuffled 
around the outer edge of the mob of 
people standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
near the stage, but it was certainly the 
energetic young people bouncing and 
swaying to the music that made up the 
majority in attendance.

Sponsored by 54 area churches of 
(See ‘Gulf,’ page 3)

Samford, UMo-
bile rank among 
2011 best colleges 
in U.S. News & 
World Report
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Can you name a disciple of Jesus who de-
manded a certain kind of feeling before 
being willing to follow our Lord? 

Can you name a disciple who asked Jesus to 
prove Himself by performing some kind of mira-
cle before abandoning all to follow Him? 

The Bible does not say how all of the 12 were 
called, but each case recorded in Scripture in-
cludes an interest in Jesus’ message, an invita-
tion and a response. Peter and Andrew were fish-
ing when Jesus said, “Follow me and I will make 
you fishers of men.” The brothers immediately 
followed (Matt. 4:19).

James and John were working in their father’s 
boat mending nets. Jesus called them and they 
responded (Matt. 4:22). Matthew left his tax 
counting table in response to Jesus’ invitation 
(Matt. 9:9). 

If the first disciples responded to a straight-
forward invitation to follow Jesus, then why do 
some people today insist on some kind of special 
feeling or sign before they will allow Jesus to be 
their Savior and follow Him? 

An answer offered occasionally relates to the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus, better known as the 
apostle Paul. Acts 9 relates Paul being suddenly 
overpowered by a bright light and hearing a voice 
that identified itself as Jesus. Paul was forced to 
the ground by the light and temporarily blinded. 
In response, this fierce persecutor of the church 
was transformed into a champion for Christ and 
a church planter par excellent.

‘Irresistible kind of experience’
This unexpected irresistible kind of experience 

with Jesus is described by many as a “Damascus 
Road” experience, a reference to the road Paul 
was traveling when he had his encounter with the 
Lord. And some people say they will not accept 
Jesus as their personal Savior until they have a 
“Damascus Road”-type experience. 

Overlooked in that statement is the fact that 
Paul was not seeking an experience with Jesus. 
Paul hated the One who had died on Calvary’s 
cross. He was headed to Damascus to arrest and 
punish early believers. Paul’s experience had 
nothing to do with Jesus fulfilling his wish for 
some kind of special spiritual experience. 

But the Book of Acts, the closest thing to a his-
tory of the first-century church available, relates 
a different kind of experience for others who 
chose to believe in Jesus. Without fail, those who 
accepted Jesus as Savior heard the gospel mes-
sage and responded to an invitation. The most 
common description of salvation in Acts is “they 
believed.” 

Acts 2 tells of the apostle Peter preaching in Je-
rusalem, where about 3,000 were converted. His 
message was simple: “Let all the house of Israel 
know for certain that God has made Him both 
Lord and Christ — this Jesus whom you cruci-

fied” (36). Those who heard the message did not 
ask for a feeling. They simply asked, “What shall 
we do” (37). The scene closes with the observa-
tion “so then, those who had received his word 
were baptized” (41). 

In Acts 8, Philip, one of the original seven dea-
cons, was in the town of Samaria preaching about 
Jesus. Verse 12 says, “But when they believed … 
they were baptized, men and women alike.” 

Later in the same chapter, this early deacon con-
fronted an official from Ethiopia and “preached 
Jesus to him” (35). In response to the message, 
the Ethiopian asked what prevented him from 
being baptized. Philip responded, “If you believe 
with all your heart, you may” (37). 

In each instance, the deciding issue was faith 
(“if you believe with all your heart”), not feeling 
about some unexplainable experience. 

In Acts 11:21, the author described an evange-
listic campaign at Antioch. He wrote, “The hand 
of the Lord was with them and a large number 
who believed turned to the Lord.” 

On Paul’s first missionary journey, the Roman 
governor of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus, who is de-
scribed as “a man of intelligence,” “believed” the 
message of the evangelist, “being amazed at the 
teaching of the Lord” (Acts 13:12).

Later on that journey, Paul preached to the 
Gentiles and “as many as had been appointed to 
eternal life believed” (48). 

The first convert to Christianity in Europe un-
der Paul’s ministry was Lydia (Acts 16:14). Of 
her conversion, the writer recalled, “And the 
Lord opened her heart to respond to the things 
spoken by Paul.” 

Emphasizing the message
Whether the presenter was Peter, Philip or Paul, 

the emphasis was always on the message. As the 
apostle John summarized, “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world but to save 
the world through Him” (John 3:16–17). 

The emphasis was always on faith, believing 
the message of the gospel, too. 

When the Philippian jailer asked what he must 

Comment
Salvation Means Faith, Not Feeling

do to be saved, Paul and his missionary compan-
ion Silas responded, “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you shall be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

In Thessalonica, Paul preached in the syna-
gogue and some of the Jews “were persuaded 
and joined Paul and Silas” (Acts 17:4).

At Berea, “many of them (Jews), therefore, be-
lieved along with a number of prominent Greek 
women and men” (Acts 17:12). 

At Corinth, Crispus, the leader of the syna-
gogue, “believed in the Lord … and many of the 
Corinthians, when they heard, were believing 
and were baptized” (Acts 18:8). 

From the beginning of Jesus’ ministry to the 
close of the New Testament and even today, the 
process is always the same. Salvation begins 
with sharing the gospel. Whether it is preaching 
to thousands as Peter did at Pentecost, to a small 
group as Paul did at Philippi or a single soul as 
Philip did with the Ethiopian official makes no 
difference. The gospel must be shared. 

‘Open the heart’
As with Lydia, it is up to the Lord to “open 

the heart” to the message. The 3,000 believers 
at Pentecost believed because God’s Holy Spirit 
“opened their hearts.” So did the Ethiopian, the 
jailer, Crispus and all the others. 

The “feeling” they had was the urge to believe, 
have faith in the gospel message and accept Jesus 
as personal Savior. That urge to believe is God’s 
Spirit beckoning people to faith because faith — 
believing in Jesus with all your heart — is what 
salvation is all about. 

Thoughts
By Bob Terry
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“If ye continue in my word, then ... ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31–32).
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Lloyd Garner 
has taught 

Sunday School 
for 45 years. His 
“first classroom” 
was located un-
der a shade tree 
on a bus.

garner

Someone You
Should Know

By Christine Kapurch, Correspondent, TAB

Lloyd Garner

Favorite Bible Verse: Philippians 4:13
Favorite Hymn: “Amazing Grace”
Hobbies: Fishing, hunting and  
	 woodwork
Family Status: Married to Joy for 61  
	 years; two children, Lloyd Michael  
	 and Betty Louise; and four  
	 grandchildren

Angel Grove Baptist Church, Jacksonville 
Calhoun Baptist Association

Q: What was your childhood like?

A: I was born and raised in Georgia. 
My dad was a farmer and worked for 
Coca-Cola bottling company ... . I fin-
ished high school in Rome (Ga.) and was 
drafted in 1944. Then I went through 
the Southeast Pacific all the way to Ja-
pan. I enlisted from the Army into the 
Army Air Corps, and I was a firefighter 
for 17 years in the Air Force.

Q: How did you come to know 
the Lord?

A: I was a sophomore in high school, 
and I went to North Rome Baptist 
Church. … When I started home [one] 
night (from a spring revival), I got on 
the bridge by my house and the Lord 
said, “Go back to that church, and sur-
render your life to Christ.” I remember 
running back to church just as a pastor 
was coming out, and I met him on the 
steps and surrendered right then. 

Q: How have you been involved 
in church through the years?

A: I have taught Sunday School for 
45 years. Joy and I have taught people 
of all ages. … I’ve never had a bad as-
signment. The Lord was always there.  

Q: What have you learned from 
this ministry?

A: Just do the best you can and just 
be satisfied and the Lord will put you 
wherever He wants you. As long as the 
Lord has us on earth, He gives us stuff 
to do to glorify Him. 

Q: What difference has being 
a Christian made in your life?

A: It’s a good life. My duty is to 
study His Word and pray, and He’ll 
show me what He wants to do. I have 
a mission just like I did while I was in 
the Air Force. 

Knight leaves SBOM post for Montgomery pastorate
By Kristen Padilla
The Alabama Baptist  

Teman Knight will be stepping down as 
director of the office of leadership and 

church health for the Alabama Baptist State 
Board of Missions (SBOM) to become pas-
tor of Heritage Baptist Church, Montgomery. 
Mike Jackson will assume Knight’s SBOM 
role (see story, page 1).

Heritage Baptist extended a call to Knight 
after a vote Aug. 15. He has served as interim 
pastor of the Montgomery Baptist Associa-
tion church since November. 

“He didn’t intend to be our pastor, but we 
had a wonderful growing relationship with 
him,” said Lee Wright, chairman of the pas-
tor search committee. “He is a gifted teacher 
and preacher, and he is very keen in building 
strong relationships and family. Our church 
is very excited.”

Knight said leaving the SBOM to become 
a pastor was “a long and difficult” journey.

“I have always enjoyed the ministry I have 
had as a state missionary. I love investing in 
pastors and church leaders and seeing them 
grow,” he said. “The longer we served at 

Heritage, however, the more we became in-
vested in the people of the church and the 
stronger the vision for the church that God 
gave us became. The final results were that 
after months of ministry at Heri-
tage that God made it clear to us 
that this was the direction that He 
wanted us to move in our service 
to Him.”

Knight’s service at the SBOM 
began in the evangelism office 
where he served as an associate for 
five years. In 2006, he transitioned 
into his current position. 

“Teman Knight has offered Ala-
bama Baptists exemplary service 
as a state missionary for almost 10 
years,” said Rick Lance, SBOM executive 
director. “[As director], he served as our li-
aison with New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary and he has been one of our con-
ference leaders and consultants in the vital 
areas of leadership development and church 
health.

“We wish the very best for Teman Knight 
and his family as they return to the pastor-

ate,” Lance added. “Heritage Baptist Church 
has called an excellent pastor, and they have 
a bright future together. Our prayers are with 
them, and we look forward to serving as 

Great Commission ministers with 
them in the days to come.”

A Louisiana native, Knight has 
more than 15 years experience as 
a pastor, having served York Ter-
race Baptist Church, Sheffield, and 
three churches in his home state. He 
also serves as an adjunct professor 
of Old Testament and Hebrew for 
New Orleans Seminary, where he 
earned his master of divinity and 
doctor of philosophy. He and his 
wife, Darlana, have two children. 

“It has been a privilege to be part of build-
ing the kingdom of God all across the state of 
Alabama and helping Alabama Baptists ful-
fill the Great Commission,” Knight said. “(I 
hope to help) Heritage become a church that 
leads people into a life-changing relationship 
with Christ in Montgomery and beyond by 
loving God, loving each other and by show-
ing God’s love to the world.” 

knight

Gulf Coast worship event offers prayer, 
hope to oil spill victims, area churches

(continued from page 1)
various denominations, Worship at the Wharf 
grew out of a vision of Savage and Joe Shirk 
of the contemporary Christian band Big Dad-
dy Weave and First Baptist Church, North 
Mobile, in Saraland. Their vision combined 
with the desire of several area pastors and 
businessmen to respond to the devastation and 
discouragement along the Gulf Coast made 
for the perfect push to pull the event together.

While Big Daddy Weave was a definite 
on the schedule, five other Christian artists 
also participated in the concert-type worship 
time: Lindell Cooley, Deluge, Alicia Williams 
Garcia, Mark Harris and Nikeland Nichols. 
Wrapping up the event was Ed Litton, pastor 
of First, North Mobile.

Litton said he wanted to offer encourage-
ment to those in the area going through a hard 
time. While sharing some of the tragic story of 
losing his first wife in an automobile accident, 
Litton built his message around Psalm 23.

“The churches down here are suffering,” 
Litton told The Alabama Baptist. “The mem-
bership is leaving because they are having to 
find new jobs. Tithes and offerings are down. 
It is a ripple effect. But it’s not only economi-
cal, it’s psychological.” 

“We want to bring hope and encouragement 
with this event,” Litton said. And with the 
hardships has come a unification of churches 
of all denominations, he said. “The people 
care in our churches and that’s wonderful.”

Savage pointed out that prayer for the Gulf 
Coast was central to the event and that “sev-
eral dozen people prayed to receive Jesus.”

While the event was free, an offering was 
taken and about $15,000 has been collected 
so far, Savage said.

Litton explained the timing of the event 
coincided with students going back to school. 
There are always extra expenses getting ready 
to go back to school, he said. “We wanted to 
help people out.”

The money raised will be used to buy gift 
cards to local grocery stores to purchase food. 
That way the event can assist the local econo-
my as well as families in need, Litton noted. 

The gift cards will be distributed through 
area churches, Savage said.

Churches in need of funds to distribute to 
people impacted by the oil spill can contact 
Savage at jsavage@umobile.edu for an appli-
cation.

According to the www.restoringhopeproj-
ect.com website, a team of five business and 
church leaders has volunteered to oversee 
the disbursements. A local CPA, Mark Hi-
eronymus from the firm of Wilkins, Miller, 
Hieronymus LLC in Mobile, “has agreed to 
voluntarily oversee all recordkeeping for the 
project,” the website states.

“The one organization or entity along the 
Gulf Coast which is best suited to help fami-
lies most in need is the local church,” Savage 
said. “They know the greatest needs in the 
community, and they know who has those 
needs more than anyone else.”

Photos by Lyle Ratliff

wet but not wilted — More than 2,000 people gather at Christian Life Church, Orange 
Beach, after being rained out of the outdoor worship event at The Wharf. More than 200 event 
volunteers helped make the transition smooth for the singers, bands and attendees.

alicia williams garcia
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I
brahim wasn’t ready to die. He wasn’t 
ready to back down either. 

For months, Islamic authorities 
had ignored the tiny house church 
he started with a handful of former 
Muslims in a dusty, desolate village 

on the outskirts of town. But the 26-year-old 
Arab farmer’s brazen evangelism had become 
a problem. The church was growing and it was 
now turning too many heads and winning too 
many souls for authorities to overlook. Today 
they’d come to end it. 

Ibrahim’s eyes scanned the mob of about 20 
men, led by the village’s chief, Karim, sent to 
confront him. Ibrahim recognized many of the 
men’s faces. They were his neighbors, even 
friends. Now as Karim’s hired thugs, Ibrahim 
saw only hatred in their eyes. Armed with 
knives, machetes, spears and guns, the men 
stood ready to kill if necessary.

Acting on Karim’s orders, the mob had al-
ready trashed the round kuzi (coo-zee) where 
Ibrahim and the other believers met for church, 
ripping apart the hut’s thatch roof and smash-
ing its mud-brick walls. Karim then turned his 
attention to a box of Bibles and study materials 
his men had taken from the church. 

He was going to burn the Bibles. That’s 
when something inside Ibrahim snapped.

“We’re not going to let you burn those 
books,” Ibrahim exclaimed as he charged from 
the huddle of believers to face off with the 
chief. 

“You’ve become heretics in the way of Is-
lam,” Karim shot back. “You’ve become be-
lievers in Jesus. This would have been differ-

ent if you kept it to yourself, but you’re telling 
other people and I can’t allow that to happen.”   

As he argued with Karim, Ibrahim’s mind 
flashed to passages in the Bible in which he’d 
read of the beheading of John the Baptist and 
the torture and crucifixion of Jesus. Ibrahim 
realized he wasn’t afraid. He was, however, 
tired of talking. 

Ibrahim grabbed the box of Scriptures from 
Karim, walked briskly back to the believers 
and calmly stared down the mob.

“We were full of the Holy Spirit,” Ibrahim 
recounted. “We knew that if they threw a spear 
at us or stabbed us or shot us and we died, we 
would be in heaven.”

The mob yelled at them, but a physical con-
frontation did not occur. Ibrahim and the be-
lievers mounted horses, rode a triumphant lap 
around the village and took off.

The victory was short-lived.

Witch hunt
Within days, the believers were ordered 

to appear for trial before the town’s Islamic 
council. They knew it would be a witch hunt, 
run by 80 of the area’s most powerful Muslim 
leaders. But the believers chose to go anyway. 
They weren’t ashamed of the hope they had in 
Christ and wanted everyone to know it. 

“We’ve called you here to hold Islamic court 
over you,” explained the head imam, who pre-
sided over the council.

“How can you do that?” Ibrahim asked. 
“We’re not Muslims.”

For the next three days, the council grilled 
the believers about their belief in Jesus, why 
they had left Islam and why they so fervently 

shared the gospel with anyone 
who would listen. 

Some of the most incrimi-
nating evidence came when 
the imam produced a gospel 
cassette that Karim had man-
aged to steal from the church. 
The imam played the tape, a 
condensed version of the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation, for 
the entire council to hear. Most 
people in the audience laughed. 
Ibrahim smiled knowingly. 

“We’ve really made it big,” 
he whispered to one of the be-
lievers. “We’re actually evan-
gelizing all of the major reli-
gious leaders in town because 
they’re listening to our tape.” 

In the end, the trial boiled 
down to a single question: 
“Will you return to Islam?” 

The believers’ answer was 
an unequivocal “no.” They im-

mediately were banished from their village, 
the town and the entire county. To return was 
an automatic death sentence. Loudspeakers 
on the town’s mosques blared the believers’ 
names, publicly marking them as kuffar. 

“It means you are absolutely worthless, an 
absolute heretic,” Chuck Castle, a Southern 
Baptist doctor who runs a clinic in town, said. 
“You can’t get jobs, you can’t get married and 
no one will live with you. You are a complete 
outcast.”  

People were told not to meet, eat or drink 
with the believers. Worse, their 
marriages and children were 
now considered illegitimate. 
Even in death, they would re-
main outcasts; the burial rights 
to their family cemeteries were 
revoked.  

Eight years ago, it was 
Castle who led Ibrahim to the 
Lord and discipled him. But 
now, in a heartbreaking twist 
of circumstances, the doctor 
found himself helping Ibrahim 
leave the area. He was the only 
friend who volunteered to drive 
Ibrahim to the desert so he wouldn’t have to 
make the 30-mile trek on foot. But taking his 
friend and church-planting partner to a place 
where he would be forced to live as a nomad 
is a painful memory, one that still brings tears 
to Castle’s eyes. 

“There was nothing out there,” he said. “It’s 
extremely hard when people that you helped 
lead to Christ are persecuted and you can’t 
walk through that persecution with them. … 
And you’re broken on their behalf. You’re also 
moved by the joy they show in evangelizing 
the very people that were persecuting them.”  

Barred from their homes, the believers and 
their families survived in ramshackle tents near 
the county border. Ibrahim’s son was only a 
few months old at the time, and with no source 
of clean water, day-to-day life under the blis-
tering North African sun was brutal. But being 
outcasts did come with one advantage: They 
were free to worship God. And He didn’t for-
get them. 

Homecoming
A year later, they received a surprise letter 

from Karim granting them permission to re-
turn home. There was no explanation but Ibra-
him didn’t need one. He knew God was giving 
them a new place to live just as He did for the 
Israelites after they wandered in the wilder-
ness. Instead of moving back to their old vil-
lage, the believers founded a new village a few 
miles away. 

Now free from the fear of persecution and 

living as the area’s first and only Christian 
community, the believers’ faith blossomed. 
But they soon realized they were missing 
something. 

“God began to give us a vision to evangelize 
other peoples,” Ibrahim said. “No matter how 
far it was, we wanted to go to that place and 
tell people about Jesus.”

And they did. Today church members esti-
mate they’ve shared the gospel with more than 
5,000 people. At least 90 have been baptized. 
Under Ibrahim’s leadership, the church itself 

has grown from a group of 10 
to more than 25 and is focused 
on evangelizing three major 
tribes.  

What’s more, the believers 
have come full circle with the 
chief who once tried to destroy 
them. 

With the help of Castle and 
financial gifts from Southern 
Baptists, the church drilled a 
well at the village where the 
persecution began. The vil-
lage’s women used to travel 
more than four hours round 

trip by donkey every day to get water. It wasn’t 
always clean and often made people sick.   

Capped wells cost about $4,000. Villagers 
managed to raise $1,000, and Southern Bap-
tists paid the rest. Installed earlier this year, it’s 
literally giving new life to the village, keeping 
children healthy and bringing back families 
who had moved away because of the lack of 
water. 

Karim is baffled by the church’s actions. It’s 
no small irony the well is located less than 100 
yards from the site where his men ripped apart 
the believers’ hut.  

“Why have you done this for us?” the chief 
asked Ibrahim and a handful of believers on a 
recent visit.   

Amine, one of the believers who was per-
secuted with Ibrahim, answered Karim with a 
Bible reference about loving others more than 
yourself. 

Karim nodded in agreement and smiled at 
the men he once considered killing. Though 
there is a lot of work to be done before Karim 
and others in the village are ready to surrender 
their lives to Jesus, Ibrahim and Castle believe 
the well has done much to repair their relation-
ship and demonstrate Christ’s love.  

“Every day, I thank God for the well,” Karim 
said. “If you don’t have water, you can’t work, 
you can’t live. I’m very happy with Ibrahim 
and Amine for helping bring us this gift.” 

EDITOR’S NOTE — Some names have been  
changed.   (BP)

North African believers pay heavy price for faith

BP photo

hearing the gospel — A classroom of North Af-
rican men listens to a Southern Baptist representative 
explain the meaning of a Bible story the class is using 
to practice English pronunciation. 

“It’s extremely hard 
when people that you 
helped lead to Christ 
are persecuted.”

Chuck Castle
Southern Baptist doctor
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Laila lies motionless in the sweltering 
heat of a remote medical clinic poised 
at the edge of the Sahara Desert. 

Black flies swarm the young mother’s face, 
feasting on the yellow infection that oozes 
from her eyes. An IV impales one of her arms; 
the other drapes limply over her swollen belly. 

At six-and-a-half months pregnant, Laila 
is suffering from a severe case of measles. 
Though she is likely to recover, the disease is a 
virtual death sentence for her baby.   

Jenny Byrd, a nurse practitioner from Geor-
gia, watches over her. Speaking broken Arabic, 
Byrd caresses the Muslim woman’s arm and 
tries to reassure her mother and husband who 
wait anxiously by her side. A simple vaccina-
tion would have prevented this tragedy, but 
Byrd knows the situation is now beyond medi-
cine’s reach. She closes her eyes and silently 
asks God for a miracle and the chance to ex-
plain why she came to North Africa. 

Byrd is part of a team of Southern Baptist 
medical workers called TRUTH — Trailblaz-
ers Reaching the Unreached Through Health-
care. It shares Christ in an Islamic country 
so hostile to the gospel that its name can’t be 
printed without risking the team’s safety. 

Chuck Castle, a family doctor from Texas, 
leads the team. After volunteering on a handful 
of short-term trips, Castle knew God wanted 
him serving overseas full time. By 1999, he 
and his wife, Debbie, were in North Africa, 
pioneering a medical ministry supported by 
the International Mission Board. 

The need was staggering. More than 17,000 
people live within a five-mile radius of the 
town where the Castles’ ministry is based. 
Jobs are scarce so most families scrape by as 
farmers or nomads. Electricity and running 
water are luxuries, and with no sanitation, the 
town’s streets reek of animal waste and rotting 
garbage. 

Corruption
Corruption is rampant, even at the town’s 

only hospital. Locals know it as the place 
“where people go to die.” Castle tells horror 
stories of doctors turning away surgery pa-
tients until they can provide supplies for their 
own operations or nurses charging extra to in-
sert a patient’s IV and then charging again to 
remove it. 

But the town’s physical needs pale in com-
parison with its spiritual poverty. When the 
Castles arrived, there were no churches of any 
kind or any known Christians. Folk Islam, a 
blend of teachings from the Quran with ani-
mism and ancestor worship, dominates the re-
ligious landscape. 

“These people live in fear,” Castle said. 

“They’re afraid of evil spirits, afraid of God. 
… It can be overwhelming to be the only bea-
con of hope in such a dark place.”  

Castle remembers the day he discovered just 
how deep that darkness was. When his next-
door neighbor, Yusef, died, his funeral was like 
a glimpse into hell, Castle said.

Women were sobbing, covering themselves 
with dirt and ripping out their hair. Some were 
beaten by their husbands because their tears 
didn’t “honor” Yusef’s death. One of Castle’s 
friends swallowed an amulet engraved with 
Quranic verses and collapsed in a seizure. Men 
rallied together to count the 99 names of Allah 
(the Muslim name of God) in hopes of giving 
Yusef an extra push toward heaven. 

But Castle knew heaven wasn’t where his 
Muslim friend was going. Though he had 
talked with Yusef about God, Castle hadn’t 
yet asked him to decide to follow Christ. He 
thought he had more time.  

“From that point forward, God got my at-
tention and said, ‘This is urgent. You can’t take 
for granted these people are going to be with 
you forever,’” he said. 

Back at the clinic, that sense of urgency is 
obvious as Castle hustles to treat the crowd of 
about 30 people who fill his waiting room. 

On an average day, he’ll see patients with 
anything from headaches to terminal cancer. 
He points to dirty drinking water and mosqui-
toes, which fuel diseases like dysentery and 
malaria, as the culprits behind many of the 
clinic’s visitors. Malnutrition is common; so is 
trauma — burns, cuts and broken bones. 

Making matters worse, Castle said, is a stub-
born reliance on traditional tribal medicine. 
He’s seen old men who drink kerosene to calm 
an upset stomach, mothers who burn their ba-
bies’ foreheads with hot coals to soothe colic 
and children with broken limbs that need am-
putation because they were splinted so tightly 
they became gangrenous.  

Working together
Fortunately Castle doesn’t handle all 

of these patients alone. Besides Byrd, the 
TRUTH team includes two registered nurses, 
a nutritionist and a handful of national nurses 
and pharmacists. Working together, they saw 
more than 6,000 patients in a six-month pe-
riod, including 3,000 children, and adminis-
tered more than 1,000 vaccinations. 

As a doctor, Castle admits it would be easy 
to lose himself in the town’s medical needs 
and neglect the real reason he came to North 
Africa. He wants his patients to know their 
need for spiritual healing is just as impor-
tant as their need for physical healing, and 
he makes it a priority to personally share that 
message. 

“Here, you treat someone and they get well, 
and two weeks later, they’re dying again of the 
exact same thing because their water’s bad,” 
Castle said. “Without an eternal solution to 
these problems, it’s futile.” 

With the help of the TRUTH team’s nation-
al partners, the numbers have jumped from 
zero to more than 90 baptized believers and 
six house churches in less than 10 years.  

Against the odds, Laila, the pregnant moth-
er Byrd treated for measles, delivered her 
baby alive at seven months. He lived for about 
a week — a miracle, Byrd said, given Laila’s 
illness and the lack of neonatal care. Byrd was 
invited to Laila’s house to meet the child the 
day after he was born.

“I was able to pray with the family and tell 
them what a miracle their son was and Who 
gave them this gift,” Byrd said. “It’s not [an 
ideal] ending, but Laila got to spend a week 
with a child that should have been stillborn. 

“We have to trust God and His sovereignty. 
Maybe He allowed this to happen so we could 
have the opportunity to tell her about Jesus 
and show her His love.” 

EDITOR’S NOTE — Some names have been  
changed.   (BP)

Southern Baptist medical team meets 
North Africans physical, spiritual needs

BP photo

What comes to mind when you 
hear the words “North Africa”? 

Do you think about the pyramids in 
Egypt or the civil war in Sudan? May-
be the name conjures up images of 
people suffering from malnutrition and 
diseases like AIDS and malaria.

But what about the spiritual dark-
ness in the region? Does that cross 
your mind?

According to the CIA World Fact-
book, five out of seven North African 
countries are at least 98 percent Mus-
lim. Egypt is 90 percent Muslim, while 
Sudan is 70 percent Muslim. 

The International Mission Board 
groups North Africa into its Arab 
World affinity bloc, along with West 
Asia. Affinity blocs are categories of 
people groups around the world based 
on similar language, history and cul-
ture. 

Most of the people in the affinity 
blocs are usually native to a geographi-
cal location. 

The Arab World affinity bloc has 670 
people groups with more than 425 mil-
lion people. Of these people groups,
4581 groups — more than 417 

million people — are unreached. This 
constitutes 98.2 percent of the total 
Arab World population. 
4552 groups — more than 279 mil-

lion people — are considered last fron-
tier (people groups who have not had 
an evangelical church started among 
them within the past two years).
4479 groups — more than 411 

million people — live in countries that 
are rated “not free” or “partly free” 
by Freedom House, an independent 
watchdog organization that measures 
freedom according to two broad cat-
egories: political rights and civil lib-
erties, which include the freedoms of 
expression and belief.
4156 groups — more than 159 

million people — have Islam as their 
primary religion. An indefinite number 
of these groups is 100 percent Mus-
lim.
4121 groups — more than 14 mil-

lion people — do not have Scripture 
available in their primary language.  
  (TAB)

Spiritual 
darkness covers 

North Africa 



bessemer
4The Church at McAdory, 

McCalla, will celebrate its fifth 
anniversary Sept. 12, 11 a.m., with 
Dewey Mayfield, former pastor 
of First Church, Bessemer. Lunch 
will follow. The Church at McA-
dory was formed by a merger of 
three Bessemer-area churches — 
Westside Church, South Highlands 
Church and First, Bessemer. Histo-
ries of the three churches will be on 
display as well as a documentary of 
the first five years of The Church at 
McAdory. For information call 205-
477-8265. Bill McCall is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM
4First Church, Sandusky, in 

Birmingham, will host The Cap-
stone Quartet, of Gordo, in concert 
Sept. 12, 6 p.m. For information 
call 205-798-4211. Herman Pair 
is pastor.4Members and friends 
of the former South Avondale 
Church, Birmingham, will hold a 
reunion Sept. 25, 11 a.m., at First 
Church, Irondale. Sack lunches 
will be served. For reservations call 
Fannie Daniel at 205-956-5407 or 
e-mail lavellemw@charter.net.

CLARKE
4Thomasville Church will 

hold a celebration to honor Associ-
ate Pastor James Best for 60 years 
of ministry Sept. 12, 6 p.m., in the 
fellowship center. Best will resign 
from his position at the church fol-
lowing the celebration. Ty Parten is 
pastor. 

COFFEE
4Cool Springs Church, En-

terprise, will host Pure & Simple 
bluegrass band Aug. 29, 2 p.m. For 
information call 334-379-0133. 
Merlin Morris is pastor.4Park 
Avenue Church, Enterprise, will 
hold a fifth Sunday night sing Aug. 
29, 6 p.m., with Derek Snellgrove 
and Chosen. For information call 
334-347-8264. Leon Adams is pas-
tor.

hold a women’s conference called 
Victoriously Frazzled Sept. 24–25 
with author, speaker and entrepre-
neur Cindi Wood. Sessions will be 
Friday, 7–9 p.m., and Saturday, 9 
a.m.–2 p.m. Lunch will be provid-
ed. Backhome (Jimmy and Jennifer 
Layne), of South Pittsburg, Tenn., 
will provide music. For tickets call 
334-624-4343. Dee McGuire is 
pastor. 

limestone
4Clements Church, Athens, 

will hold Harvest Sunday Aug. 29, 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m., with Evangelist 
Junior Hill. For information call 
256-729-1328 or visit www.clem-
entsbaptist.org. Tim Anderson is 
pastor.

MOBILE
4Cedar Creek Church, 

Mount Vernon, will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary Aug. 29, 11 
a.m. Lunch will follow.4First 
Church, Semmes, will celebrate 
homecoming Aug. 29, 10:30 a.m. 
Alben Gaston is pastor.

MORGAN
4Southwest Church, Hart-

selle, will host the Strait Way Quar-
tet Aug. 29, 5 p.m. Dewitt Crowe is 
pastor.

NORTH JEFFERSON
4Scott Harmon is the new 

administrator of administration 
and education for First Church, 
Mount Olive. He comes from Sale 
Street Church, Lake Charles, La. 
Harmon holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Clemson University in South 
Carolina and master of religious 
education from Southern Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky. He and his wife, 
Kathy, have two children. Doug 
Moore is pastor.4Glenn’s Chapel 

Church, Gar-
dendale, will 
hold a special 
day Aug. 29 
to honor long-
time church members Bill and Ha-
zel Marsh for many years of service 
to the church and community. The 
service will be at 11 a.m. Lunch 
will follow at noon. The Royal 
Master southern gospel quartet will 
sing at 1:30 p.m. Thomas Perkins is 
pastor.

russell
4Shiloh Church, Opelika, will 

host Christian humorist/musician 
Brother Billy Bob Bohannon Sept. 
12, 11 a.m. R.L. Cole is pastor.

SAND MOUNTAIN
4Sylvania Church will honor  

Russell Wilks Aug. 29, 2–4 p.m., 
as he retires after approximately 
60 years in the ministry. He serves 
as volunteer music minister/choir 
director for the church. Wilks also 
served Henagar Church until 1990. 
There will be singing and refresh-
ments. David Starling is pastor.

WEST CULLMAN
4Jerry W. Cole is the new 

pastoral ministries assistant for 
First Church, 
Cullman. He 
served as a 
missionary to 
Taiwan for 26 
years. He also 
served church-
es in Alabama, 
Kentucky and 
M i c h i g a n . 
Cole and his 
wife, Sandy, 
have two chil-

dren and nine grandchildren. Ed 
Hayes is pastor.
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COLUMBIA
4Bay Springs Church, Do-

than, will host The Master's Men 
Quartet, of Milton, Fla., in con-
cert Aug. 29, 6 p.m. A nursery 
will be provided. Scott E. Wyatt is 
pastor.4Southside Church, Do-
than, will host the simulcast event 
Living Proof Live with Beth Moore 
Sept. 18. Doors will open at 8 a.m. 
Praise and worship with Travis Cot-
trell will be at 9 a.m. Moore will 
speak at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will be 
provided. For tickets call 334-794-
6794. Tommy White is interim pas-
tor.

COOSA RIVER
4Refuge Church, Lincoln, 

will hold revival Sept. 13–15, night-
ly at 7, with Ken Maddox, pastor of 
Argo Church, Trussville. Joel Davis 
is pastor.

ELMORE
4Tallaweka Church, Tallas-

see, will host the contemporary fe-
male singing group Heart to Heart 
of Mount Hebron West Church, El-
more, Aug. 29, 6 p.m. Isaac Kervin 
is pastor. 

FRANKLIN
4North Russellville Church 

will host a co-ed softball tourna-
ment Aug. 27–28 at the Lee Sports 
Complex. Proceeds will go to the 
church’s children’s ministry. For 
information call Jackie or Christy 
Hubbert at 256-332-4772. DeW-
ayne Crumley is pastor. 

GENEVA
4The 39er’s C.L.U.B. of Ma-

ple Avenue Church, Geneva, will 
hold a luncheon meeting Sept. 14, 
11 a.m., with Jim Mashburn, pastor 
of Poplar Head Methodist Church, 
Westville, Fla., and Darlington 
Methodist Church in Florida. For 
reservations call 334-684-9617 
by Sept. 9. Mike Shirah is pastor.

HALE
4Greensboro Church will 

cole

Want to 
know God?

By Pastor Terry Sutton
First Baptist Church, Montevallo

There are some things 
about God that we may 

never fully understand un-
til we face Him in eternity; 
however, the Bible teaches 
us that God can be known 
through Jesus Christ and that 
He taught us through His 
earthly life what God is re-
ally like.

In Luke 15, Jesus drew for 
us three portraits of the char-
acter and essence of God. 
He enabled us to view God 
in a clear and beautiful way 
through the parables of the 
lost sheep and the lost coin. 
The third story is one of great 
interest to most people be-
cause it is referred to as the 
parable of the prodigal son; 
however, it clearly communi-
cates what God is like. This 
story tells us that the God of 
all creation is like the father 
in this story. Jesus enabled 
us to see the beauty of the 
character of God through this 
parable.  

In this story, Jesus said God 
is a loving father who will let 
you walk away from fellow-
ship with Him but it breaks 
His heart when you do so. 
Jesus concluded this story of 
how God responds by telling 
how the father watches and 
waits with great anticipation 
for his son to return. When 
he sees him coming down the 
road, he runs to him and re-
ceives him with open arms, a 
kiss and a party.  

There are different inter-
pretations as to the meaning 
of the prodigal son, but no 
one can dispute the nature of 
God in this story. He is pa-
tient and loving.  

In his short story “The 
Capital of the World,” Ernest 
Hemingway tells a joke about 
a father who went to Madrid 
and placed an ad in the news-
paper. It said, “Paco, meet 
me at Hotel Montana noon 
Tuesday. All is forgiven. 
Papa.” Since Paco is a rather 
common name in Spain, 800 
young men showed up to re-
ceive the forgiveness of their 
fathers.

God can be known and as 
your Father, He is waiting for 
your return to offer His for-
giveness and love.

Hymn Society honors Samford 
professor of music Richardson
Samford University professor 

of music Paul Richardson was 
among those recently honored for 
their accomplishments in the field 
of church music by the Hymn Soci-
ety in the United States and Canada. 
The honorees were recognized at the 
society’s annual conference, held on 
the Samford campus in Birmingham 
and hosted by the school’s division 
of music in July. The weeklong 
gathering included hymn festivals, 
practicum sectionals for tune and 
text writers, plenary speakers and 
worship services.

Richardson was named a fellow 
of the society, along with David 
Music and Paul Powell. He is the 
author of numerous works, includ-
ing a history of Baptist hymnody in 
America, which he co-wrote with 
Music. He also served on the edito-
rial board for the new Celebrating 

Grace Hymnal and has contributed 
to several other hymnals and hym-
nal companion works, including 
The Baptist Hymnal (1992) and The 
New Century Hymnal Companion 
(1998). He is a graduate of Mars 
Hill College in North Carolina and 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, Ky., and has done 
postgraduate work at the Eastman 
School of Music at the University 
of Rochester and Colgate Roches-
ter Crozer Divinity School, both in 
New York. 

Music is a professor of church 
music at Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas. Powell is the author of 
“Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” 

The Richmond, Va.-based soci-
ety describes itself as “an organi-
zation of member pastors, musi-
cians, scholars, poets, composers 
and other hymn lovers.”  (ABP)

Bethlehem and Pine Barren 
Bible Institute
4Bethlehem and Pine Bar-

ren Baptist associations, along 
with the extension division of 
Beeson Divinity School at Sam-
ford University in Birmingham, 
have opened registration for the 
fall semester of the Bethlehem 
and Pine Barren Bible Institute.

The course, Know the Truth, 
will meet every Tuesday from 
6–8 p.m. at the Bethlehem As-
sociation office in Frisco City 
beginning Sept. 14. 

To register or for more infor-

mation, call 251-267-3875 or 
send an e-mail to amy@bethle-
hempinebarren.com.

Westwood Ballet
4Westwood Ballet, a minis-

try of Westwood Baptist Church, 
Forestdale, has opened its fall 
registration. 

Registration forms can be 
downloaded from www.wbclive.
com. Classes begin Aug. 30 and 
registration will remain open un-
til classes are full. 

For more information, contact 
Cindy Best at 205-798-0900 or 
arts@wbclive.com.
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ALABAMA BAPTIST CONVENTION STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS

news and features
about missions and
ministries from the

Alabama Baptist State
Board of Missions

(800) 264-1225
www.alsbom.orgONE

on
ONE MISSION:
The Great Commission
ONE PROGRAM:
The Cooperative Program
MANY MINISTRIES:
Great Commission Ministries

O N E M I S S I O N : T h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n O N E P R O G R A M : T h e C o o p e r a t i v e P r o g r a m M A N Y M I N I S T R I E S : G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n M i n i s t r i e s

“Back to school” — three
words that have special meaning
for teachers, students, parents and
school administrators across
Alabama as elementary, middle,
high school and college campuses
come to life with classes, activities,
sporting events and all the
excitement of a new beginning. I
remember that great feeling of
being able to make a fresh start at
the beginning of a new school year.
As a student it usually meant the
grades, relationships and missteps
of the past could be forgotten and
the blank page of a new year was
in front of me waiting to be
written.

For those who minister to
students across our state, there is
no more exciting time than the
beginning of a new school year.
Their blank page means new
students, new opportunities and
the prospect of helping students
discover faith in Jesus Christ and
then what it means to make faith

their own, grow in that faith and
learn to share it with others.

Baptist Campus Ministries
(BCM) has been Alabama Baptists’
evangelistic outpost on college and
university campuses for almost 90
years. Over the years, BCM has
reached thousands of students for
Christ, watched students grow into
strong Christian leaders and sent
them out to mission fields around
the world. Partnering with youth
ministers in Baptist churches and
associations, BCM is working to
intentionally connect high school
graduates to campus ministries and
to the local church in a way that
will help them remain strong in
their faith during their college years
and beyond.

Here are at least three ways
Alabama Baptists can play a critical
role in our efforts to reach more
than 260,000 college students who
will head back to school this
month:

• First, you can pray. It sounds

simple, but it is perhaps the most
important thing we can do. Pray for
campus ministers and church
collegiate ministers. Pray that
students will be open to the
Gospel, and pray that Christian
students will be bold and faithful in
their witness.

• Second, invest. Invest in the
life of a
college
student in
your
church.
Your
small
investment of a home-cooked
meal, a listening ear and some
time to care will pay off in ways
that only eternity can measure.

• Third, work. College and
young adult Bible classes need our
best teachers and leaders. Find a
place of service in your church or
association.

It’s also important to remember
that the work of our Baptist

Campus Ministries is made possible
by the faithful giving of Alabama
Baptists through the Cooperative
Program. Back to school this year
and every year means Great
Commission Ministries at work
through Baptist Campus Ministries

on Alabama’s
college and

university
campuses.

Mike
Nuss is
director of
the Office
of

Collegiate &
Student
Ministries and

may be reached at 1-800-264-
1225, ext. 276,
mnuss@alsbom.org. Also check
online for the State Board of
Missions’ youth and collegiate
ministries website:
www.theStudentHub.org

By Mike Nuss
State Missionary

For more information, contact State Missionary Keith Loomis at

kloomis@alsbom.org or 1.800.264.1225. ext. 280.

Youth 
ministry 

leaders & 
parents —

check THIS out…
www.sbccampusconnect.net

Back to School Brings
Ministry Opportunities
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The Acts 1:8 Challenge is an opportunity for
Southern Baptist churches to commit to a
comprehensive missions strategy in their
commmunity (Jerusalem), state (Judea),
continent (Samaria) and world (ends of the earth).

Acts 1:8 Connections is an opportunity to
learn how your church can develop a missions
strategy and hear about opportunities for
missions service. Representatives from the Office
of Global Missions, the North American Mission
Board and the International Mission Board and
missions volunteers will be sharing about future
missions connecting points.

Morning sessions, 9 a.m.- noon (lunch
provided). Evening sessions, 5:30-8:30 p.m.,
(box supper provided). 

Pre-registration is required. To register,
please contact Ministry Assistant Sheron Poole
at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 298. The $5 registration
fee per person may be mailed to: Office of
Global Missions, Acts 1:8 Connections, P.O. Box
11870, Montgomery, AL 36111-0870.

• September 7, 2010:
Morning Session: Millbrook Baptist Church, 
3431 Browns Rd., Millbrook, AL 36054-2417; 
(334) 285-4731; millbrookbaptist.org
Evening Session: Canaan Baptist Church, 
2543 Morgan Rd., Bessemer, AL 35022-5036; 
(205) 425-4381; www. canaanbaptist.net

• September 9, 2010:
Morning Session: East Gadsden Baptist 
Church, 211 N. 6th St., Gadsden, AL 35903- 
1640; (256) 543-7300; www.egbaptist.org
Evening Session: Lindsay Lane Baptist 
Church, 1300 Lindsay Ln. S, Athens, AL 35613-
2708; (256) 232-0020; www.lindsaylane.org

O N E M I S S I O N : T h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n O N E P R O G R A M : T h e C o o p e r a t i v e P r o g r a m M A N Y M I N I S T R I E S : G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n M i n i s t r i e s

If you didn’t attend Sunday School
leader training at Shocco Springs,
consider one of these area
conferences. These conferences include
1-1/2 hours worth of training to help you
improve your ability to communicate
biblical truths as a teacher/facilitator while
fostering a sense of community through
meaningful ministry in a Sunday School
class or Bible study group.

For more information, please contact 
State Missionary Jamie Baldwin at 
1-800-264-1225, ext. 240,
jbaldwin@alsbom.org.

• Calvary Baptist Church, 
Scottsboro Thursday, Sept. 2  

• First Baptist Church, 
Bay Minette Thursday, Sept. 2 

• MeadowBrook Baptist Church, 
Gadsden Tuesday, Sept. 14 

• First Baptist Church, 
Albertville Thursday, Sept. 16  

• Highland Baptist Church, 
Florence Tuesday, Sept. 21 

• Santuck Baptist Church, 
Wetumpka Tuesday, Sept. 28

CommunicatingTruth
and Building Community
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E-zekiel Web Training Workshop

Many bivocational churches still
operate under the old “lump sum”
or “package approach.”

In effect, they say to a pastor,
other minister or prospective staff
members: “We will pay you ‘X’
number of dollars — and you
divide it any way you wish.” This
method can cause the minister to
pay much more in taxes.

FOUR BEST PRACTICES
Here are four easy ways to help

your minister save on taxes, avoid
confusion, help keep good church
employees and honor the Lord in
our stewardship:

1. Adopt an accountable
reimbursement plan. In the past,
many churches set aside an
amount designated as car
allowance with no requirement for
the minister to account to the
church for mileage or other travel
expenses. According to the IRS,
such an allowance is indeed
taxable income and must be
reported on the W-2. The minister
will pay taxes on this money
which, if it had been provided
through accountable
reimbursements, wouldn’t even be
considered income but rather a
business expense of the church.

To solve this dilemma, establish
an accountable reimbursement
plan: The church establishes a
budget, and the minister provides
a report each month of mileage
showing the date, location,
purpose and number of business
miles traveled. The report also
includes receipts for other business

expenses, such as attending
workshops or conventions, books
or tapes used in ministry,
continuing education and
hospitality. The minister could, for
example, take a prospective family
out to lunch to tell them more
about the church, ascertain their
spiritual needs, answer their
questions, etc. This would be a
legitimate business expense. Note:
An accountable reimbursement
plan cannot be funded through
salary reduction.

2. Provide benefits. The church
could provide term life insurance,
health insurance, disability
insurance and may offer other
benefits such as dental and vision.
These benefits protect the
minister’s family and also protect
the church from the potential of a
catastrophic expense. GuideStone
Financial Resources provides such
insurance products. More
information is available through
your State Board of Missions. (Call
the number below for more
information.)

3. Retirement through
GuideStone is a wonderful way to
provide for your minister’s future.
Bivocational ministers should
participate even if they have
retirement through their other
employment. There are potentially
three additional benefits for
ministers of Southern Baptist
churches in Alabama, including a
survivor benefit of up to $100,000,
a disability benefit of up to $500
per month, and up to an additional
$17.50 going into the minister’s

retirement account each month.
These additional benefits are

provided through the State Board
of Missions and your Cooperative
Program gifts. If the church budget
offerings are less than $75,000, the
minister may also apply for the
Mission/Church Assistance
Program which could result in an
additional $50 per month in the
minister’s retirement account for
up to five years. Also, amounts the
minister sets aside for retirement
through a salary reduction
agreement may qualify for a
retirement savings
contribution credit on
federal taxes.

4. Provide a housing
allowance. The housing
allowance may include the
payment (principal, interest, taxes
and insurance), utilities, upkeep,
maintenance, and improvements,
furnishings, pest control, cleaning
supplies for the home,
homeowners association dues and
down payment.

The housing allowance is
requested by the minister and
approved by the church. The
church’s role is to determine that
the request is reasonable and
approve it. Many churches put
unreasonable limits on the housing
allowance. It is the responsibility of

the minister to keep detailed
records and receipts to be ready to
prove the exclusion.

A minister may exclude from
federal income tax and state
income tax the smallest of three
numbers: (1) the amount
designated by the church,
(2) actual expenses or (3) the fair
market rental value of the home
furnished plus utilities. If the
exclusion is less than the allowance
designated, the minister must
report the excess as taxable
income.

A minister in a
parsonage may also
have a housing

allowance to cover
expenses for which he
may be responsible
such as utilities,
content insurance,
furnishings, cleaning
supplies for the home,

pest control, etc. Many
churches do not provide
a housing allowance for

a minister living in a parsonage.
Many bivocational pastors could

request up to 100% of their income
as housing. It is recommended that
even if that is reasonable, the
pastor request less than 100% so
that he can participate in the
Church Retirement Plan through
GuideStone Financial Resources.

For more information, please
contact State Missionary Lee
Wright at 1-800-264-1225, ext.
241, or lwright@alsbom.org.

O N E M I S S I O N : T h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n O N E P R O G R A M : T h e C o o p e r a t i v e P r o g r a m M A N Y M I N I S T R I E S : G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n M i n i s t r i e s

By Lee Wright
State Missionary

The Bivocational Pastor’s Compensation

Thursday, Sept. 30, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Baptist Building, 2001 E. South Blvd., Montgomery
Join E-zekiel trainer and director of customer services Dacia Gulledge as she
demonstrates how to use E-zekiel to build and maintain a great website.

Come learn all the tips and tricks to make an effective and user-friendly
website quickly and easily!

Lunch will be provided.

Cost: $40 for Alabama Baptists and $50 for all others, if registered before
Sept. 15. $50 after the Sept. 15 deadline.

To register or for more information, go to www.alsbom.org/webtraining, or
contact State Missionary Chris Mills, 1-800-264-1225, ext. 310,
cmills@alsbom.org.
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When a blacksmith pounds a piece of heated iron on his anvil, 
the force of the impact shapes the metal into a useful object and
changes it forever. As Christians, we have the opportunity to
have the same kind of transforming impact on the lives of those 
around us.

MPACT Alabama is a weekend designated for students, student
ministry groups, BCM groups, churches and associations all across
Alabama to focus on the ministry needs of their local community and
share a Gospel witness.

There are hundreds of thousands of students across Alabama who
can make a powerful, positive and eternal MPACT on their local
mission field. Will you and your students join that force of Great
Commission Christians and make an MPACT this year?

For more information, contact your local Baptist association 
or the Office of Collegiate and Student Ministries, 
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions, 
1.800.264.1225, ext. 276.

www.thestudenthub.org

This resource is made possible by gifts of Alabama 
Baptists through the Cooperative Program.

M P A C T
a l a b a m a :
t o  h a v e  a n  
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
p o w e r f u l
e f f e c t  o n  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y  f o r
t h e  c a u s e  o f
C H R I S T !

Some ideas might include caring for the elderly, sharing the Gospel door to door, holding a fifth quarter rally for localschool students, raking leaves for homebound church members, holding an evangelistic block party, organizing orrestocking a local food pantry, ministering to international families in your community, painting or fixing up a neighbor’shome, serving your community by volunteering for the job nobody else wants to do… it’s all up to you!

o c t o b e r

1 – 3 , 2 0 1 0

I M P A C T :  
t o  h a v e  a n
i m m e d i a t e
a n d  p o w e r f u l
e f f e c t  o n
s o m e t h i n g  o r
s o m e o n e
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REACHING FAMILIES THROUGH
STUDENT MINISTRY

Take Your Preaching • Speaking •
Teaching to the Next Level of
Effectiveness
Our annual “Called to Communicate” conference is expected 
to draw another capacity crowd to the Baptist Building, 2001 E. South
Blvd., Montgomery, on November 4.

LEADERS:
• Danny Wood, pastor, Shades Mountain Baptist Church,

Birmingham
• Frank Page, president and chief executive officer, SBC Executive

Committee.
• Michael and Linda Adler, Shades Mountain Baptist Church,

Birmingham. Michael is SMBC’s worship pastor, and both Michael and
Linda are professional vocal coaches and former members of TRUTH.

COST: $20 (covers all materials, lunch and breaks)

Some of the potential topics to be considered:
• Spiritual preparation for preaching, speaking, teaching.
• What style of preaching, speaking, teaching is truly effective in

changing lives? Is one style more effective than another? Is “style” an
appropriate consideration?
• What about the content of preaching, speaking, teaching? What

tools do effective communicators use to prepare to preach, speak,
teach?
• Why the truth of the Word of God continues to be the message

we must deliver. Why we must continue to work diligently at the task
due to the importance of it.

To register or for more information, please contact Ministry Assistant
Jamie Allen at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 256, jallen@alsbom.org.

Danny Wood,
pastor, 

Shades Mountain
Baptist Church, 

Birmingham

Frank Page, pastor,
president and chief

executive officer,
SBC Executive

Committee

Worship Leaders
Michael & 

Linda Adler, 
Shades Mountain

Baptist Church

CALLED to COMMUNICATECALLED to COMMUNICATE
Thursday, November 4

9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Speaker: Brian Haynes, associate pastor, Kingsland Baptist
Church, Katy, Texas; auther of “SHIFT: What it takes to finally
reach families today”

A one-day training event for all student ministry leaders, children’s
ministers, pastors and anyone interested in helping reach families

The cost of $10 per person includes lunch, book and conference materials.
To register for the event call Angelle Saba at 1-800-264-1225, ext . 275. For
more information, call Kyle Wiltshire at 1-800-264-1225, ext . 415,
kwiltshire@alsbom.org or Eileen Mitchell, ext . 319, emitchell@alsbom.org.
This conference is made possible by gifts from Alabama Baptist churches through the Cooperative Program.

O N E M I S S I O N : T h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n O N E P R O G R A M : T h e C o o p e r a t i v e P r o g r a m M A N Y M I N I S T R I E S : G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n M i n i s t r i e s
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The Office of Global
Missions of the State Board
of Missions would like to
honor an Outstanding 2010
Missions Volunteer. Your
help is welcome.

Please think about lay
people who are worthy of
such recognition, and let us
hear from you. We realize
there are many who could
fit this requirement.
However, for this purpose
only one individual or

couple will be selected.
Your recommendation

will make a difference. The
following information is
required for a person or
couple to be considered: 

1. The name, address
and phone number of the
person or couple being
nominated.

2. The name of the
pastor, church and
association, with address
and phone number, to

which he/she/they belong.
3. A list of volunteer

mission service based on
Acts 1:8 (projects in their
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria
and Uttermost that
he/she/they have
participated in during the
past five years, including
locations and dates). If the
nominee(s) has not served
in at least three
of the Acts 1:8
areas, please do
not nominate
that person.

4. Statements
supporting your nomination
as Outstanding 2010
Mission Volunteer (why you
feel he/she/they should be
recognized in this manner).

5. Your signature with
address, phone, church and
association.

PLEASE NOTE: No phone
calls or e-mail
recommendations and/or

endorsements accepted.
DEADLINE: Nominations

must be received (not
postmarked) no later than
Friday, September 24,
2010.

To request your
Information Sheet and
Nomination Application,
please
contact

Ministry
Assistant Virginia Gardner
at 1-800-264-1225, ext.
238, vgardner@alsbom.org
or write: Global Missions
Office, P.O. Box 11870,
Montgomery, AL 36111-
0870.

The Troy L. Morrison
Leadership/Church
Health Award has
become a significant
recognition since its
inception in 1999.
During the first three
years of its existence,
the award was
presented in two
categories: New Work
and Established Work. In
2002, the award was
expanded to include a
minister from a
Bivocational Work.

Persons who would
like to submit
nominations for the
award need to call the

Office of Leadership & Church
Health to obtain criteria for
nominees and a nominating form.

Completed nomination forms
should be sent to the Office of
Leadership & Church Health prior
to October 29, 2010. The
presentation of the awards will be
made at the 2010 annual meeting
of the Alabama Baptist State
Convention in November at Hunter
Street Baptist Church in Hoover. 

For more information, please
contact Ministry Assistant Jamie
Allen at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 256,
jallen@alsbom.org.

Nominations Sought for Outstanding Mission Volunteer

By Reggie Quimby
State Missionary

Nominations Sought for Leadership Award
O N E M I S S I O N : T h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n O N E P R O G R A M : T h e C o o p e r a t i v e P r o g r a m M A N Y M I N I S T R I E S : G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n M i n i s t r i e s
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SENIOR ADULT CHOIR FESTIVALS
Thursday and Friday, October 21-22

These events will be held on October 21 at Green Valley
Baptist Church, Birmingham, and Eastern Hills Baptist Church,
Montgomery, and on October 22 at First Baptist Church, Fairhope,
and Providence Baptist Church, Opelika.

For a registration form or for other information, please call 
1-800-264-1225: State Missionary Keith Hibbs, ext. 217,
khibbs@alsbom.org or Ministry Assistant Susan Corley, ext. 279,
scorley@alsbom.org or go to www.alsbom.org/seniorfest.

NEWSONG 2011 TOUR
Friday through Sunday, January 7-9, 2011

NewSong, the 7th & 8th grade honor choir, will feature Ed
Cleveland as guest clinician. The cost of $225 is payable by
December 12, 2010 (includes music, shirt, local bus transportation,
meals and activity). Students must arrange transportation to
Shocco Springs and from Albertville. Audition forms and CDs 
are due by November 12. Notifications will be sent out by
November 19.

For a tentative schedule and other details, please call 1-800-
264-1225: State Missionary Keith Hibbs, ext. 217,
khibbs@alsbom.org or Ministry Assistant Susan Corley, ext. 279,
scorley@alsbom.org or go to www.alsbom.org/newsong.

ALL-STATE CHILDREN’S HONOR CHOIR TOUR
Friday through Saturday, March 4-6, 2011

The Alabama All-State Children’s Honor Choir is beginning its
12th year. The members will be chosen by audition from some of
the finest young musicians in our state. There will be four regional
rehearsals, and then the group will come together for joint
rehearsals and concerts March 4-6, 2011, in the areas of Panama
City and Enterprise. Check online at www.alsbom.org/chc-tour for
specifics as updated information is posted.

Older children in grades 4, 5 and 6 who are actively involved in
a children’s choir are eligible to audition. Selection of honor choir
members will be based on an audition CD and the completion of
required registration forms (available online). Directors must
submit a recorded audition of the children (one CD for all voices)
from their church, using the material on the registration form.

Audition form, CD and agreement form are due in the Office
of Worship Leadership & Church Music no later than November 1.
Please rehearse your children before taping them. More rehearsal
time means a better audition and a better indication of the child’s
vocal talent. 

The total cost for the trip is tentatively set at $200 (includes
bus transportation while on tour, meals, two nights’ lodging,
music packet and two t-shirts to be worn during performances).
This money will be due by February 1.

Please select only your best singers and well-behaved children
who demonstrate a high degree of cooperation and respect for
leadership. Please enlist a chaperone for every 3-4 children,
preferably a Children’s Honor Choir parent (same gender). Choir
members will wear khaki pants, dark loafers/dress shoes with their
commemorative shirt for the concerts.

The conductor will be Jane Burdeshaw of Montgomery, and
the accompanist will be Deb Anderson of Selma. For more
information, please call 1-800-264-1225: Music Specialist Karen
Gosselin, ext. 318, kgosselin@alsbom.org or Ministry Assistant
Cindy Parrish, ext. 230, cparrish@alsbom.org.

KEYBOARD FESTIVALS
November 5, 6, 7, 9, 13, 14

Dates and locations include: November 5, First Baptist Church,
Huntsville, 2-6 p.m.; November 6, Meadow Brook Baptist Church,
Birmingham, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; November 7, First Baptist Church,
Gadsden, 2-5 p.m.; November 9, First Baptist Church, Enterprise, 
3-6 p.m.; November 9, Government Street Baptist Church, Mobile,
2-6 p.m.; November 13, Parkview Baptist Church, Eufaula, 8 a.m.-3
p.m.; and November 14, Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Gordo. 2-4
p.m. The cost will be $5 per student (money to be turned in by the
teacher).

For categories, requirements, a registration form or other
information, please call 1-800-264-1225: Music Specialist Karen
Gosselin, ext. 318, kgosselin@alsbom.org or Ministry Assistant
Susan Corley, ext. 279, scorley@alsbom.org or go to
www.alsbom.org/keyfest.M
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Alabama Association of
Baptist Secretaries

Conference
Sunday through Wednesday,

March 6-9, 2011
Shocco Springs

GENERAL CONFERENCE LEADER: 
Janie Walters, Madison, Miss.

DEVOTIONAL LEADER: Al Sonanstine

WORSHIP LEADER: “Shack On A Rock”

SAMPLE OF BREAKOUT SESSIONS BEING
OFFERED: Professional Certification

Modules, Communication and
Administration, Personality Profile, Free to

Forgive, The Potter’s Wheel, “Stamping Up,”
QuickBooks, Finances and Taxes, MediaShout,

Publisher, Excel, Generations, The Value of
Bible Study, Dealing with Difficult People,

Time Management, The Secretary as a
Wedding Coordinator, The New/First Time
Secretary, The Associational Secretary and

much more.

Please check out our website at
www.alabamabaptistsecretaries.com and look

us up on Facebook.

For more information, please contact 
Renee Rizzo, AABS President, at (334) 774-2071

or (334) 237-0684,
reneerizzo@charterinternet.com.
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FREE
order your 2010-2011churchplanningguide

This 16-month calendar (Sept. 2010–Dec. 2011) has State
Board of Missions events and emphases already printed with
plenty of room for you to add your church’s events.

Limit 12 COPIES per church. To order, please call, fax or 
e-mail your request to Charleen Hobbs at 1.800.264.1225,
ext. 231; 334.288.2693 (fax); chobbs@alsbom.org; or order
online at www.alsbom.org/cpg.

Be sure to include your name, church name, mailing address
and number of church planning guides needed (up to 12).

O N E M I S S I O N : T h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n O N E P R O G R A M : T h e C o o p e r a t i v e P r o g r a m M A N Y M I N I S T R I E S : G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n M i n i s t r i e s

Pastor, Deacon, Spouse Retreat
September 24–25, 2010 / Shocco Springs
THEME: “God’s Plan for Sharing: 2010-2020 – A Decade to Make a Difference”

Begins with lunch on Friday and ends with lunch on Saturday.

$78 per person (double occupancy)
MAKE RESERVATIONS WITH SHOCCO: 1-800-280-1105 or www.shocco.org/reser
Outstanding leaders and break-out conferences

Music Leader/Worship  • George Weeks

For more information or questions, please call or email Mike Jackson at 
1-800-264-1225, ext. 210, mjackson@alsbom.org or ministry assistant Judy Duncan,
ext. 218, jduncan@alsbom.org

The Great Commission

      

DrawingLeadersto Make 
a Difference

Featured Speaker/Leader

Joe McKeever
Preacher, cartoonist and retired
director of missions
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Get Acquainted Day
at the Baptist Building, 2001 E. South Blvd.
in Montgomery
Thursday, September 2, 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

9:30 – 10 Check-in and refreshments

This is a great opportunity for you to meet your state
missionaries, and learn more about your State Board of
Missions and how we can partner together to accomplish
Great Commission Ministries. If you’re new to the state,
your church or association, or just want to learn more
about the State Board of Missions, this is for you!

Register by calling or emailing Charleen Hobbs, 1-800-264-1225, ext. 231,
chobbs@alsbom.org, or go online to www.alsbom.org/gad.

New DVDs in the SBOM 
Video Library

Faithful, Abundant, True (6 sessions plus a panel discussion, with Beth Moore, Kay Arthur and Priscilla Shirer)
Here and Now…There and Then: A Study of Revelation (11 sessions, with Beth Moore)
When Life Is Hard (6 sessions, based on James MacDonald’s book)
Mayberry Bible Study Series (16 sessions) 
Wild at Heart: Discovering the Secret of a Man’s Soul (8 sessions, with John Eldredge)
Conversation Peace: The Power of Transformed Speech (7 sessions)
Scouting the Divine: A Study for Young Adults (6 sessions, with Margaret Feinberg)
Single-session programs for special events, including Life Is Short…Laugh Hard! with Dennis Swanberg;  This Ain’t Prettyville
with Chondra Pierce; Reggie’s Prayer, a football-themed movie with Reggie White; and Faith of Our Fathers with Newt Gingrich.

All DVDs in the library are available free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. They may be picked up or we can ship them to
you. Church is responsible for return postage. Be sure to check availability of desired DVDs before planning an event. 

To reserve a DVD, call 1-800-264-1225, ext. 249 or 231, or email videolibrary@alsbom.org. For a complete listing of
available DVDs, visit www.alsbom.org/videolibrary. This ministry is made possible by gifts of Alabama Baptists through the
Cooperative Program.
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CHURCH POSITIONS
PASTOR: Collins Chapel Baptist 
Church is currently seeking resumés 
for a full-time or bivocational Southern 
Baptist pastor. Please send resumés 
to: Pastor Search Committee, 14366 
County Road 29, Jemison, AL 35085.

PASTOR: Calvary Baptist Church cur-
rently accepting resumés through Oct. 
29 for full-time experienced Southern 
Baptist pastor. Mail resumés: Calvary 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 740236, Tus-
cumbia, AL 35674.

PASTOR: Marshall Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumé 
to: pastorsearch@marshallchurch.org or 
Marshall Baptist Church, ATTN: Search 
Committee, 436 Marshall Church Road 
NE, Thomson, GA 30824. 

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR: Mid-
way Baptist Church in the Trussville 
area is seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Please mail resumés to: Pulpit Com-
mittee, Midway Baptist Church, 5901 
Chalkville Mountain Road, Birming-
ham, AL 35235.

BIVOCATIONAL MINISTER OF MU-
SIC: First Baptist Church of Shawmut 
is seeking a bivocational minister of 
music. Send resumé to: Personnel 
Committee, 2300 23rd Drive, Valley, AL 

36854.

BIVOCATIONAL MINISTER OF MU-
SIC/WORSHIP LEADER: First Baptist 
Church, Rogersville, Ala., is currently 
seeking a bivocational minister of 
music/worship leader. Please send all 
resumés to: First Baptist Church, Rog-
ersville, 222 College Street, Rogersville, 
AL 35652.

MINISTER TO MIDDLE/HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS: Full-time staff 
position: Parkview Baptist Church, 
Lake City, Fla. Primary responsibility 
— minister to middle/high school stu-
dents with other areas of responsibility 
dependent upon individual giftedness. 
Submit questions and resumés to: 
parkviewbc@bellsouth.net.

PART-TIME STUDENT MINISTER: 
Liberty Hill Baptist seeking part-time 
student minister. Send resumé to: 
kent@libertyhillonline.org or mail to: 
LHBC, 5800 Co. Rd. 37, Clanton, AL 
35045.

OTHER POSITIONS
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
DIRECTOR: Full-time Director of 
Providence Child Development Center. 
Mail resumés to: Personnel Commit-
tee, CDC Director, Providence Baptist 
Church, 2807 Lee Road 166, Opelika, 

AL 36804-0107. Applicants must meet 
state standards for daycare directors in 
the Minimum Standards for Day Care 
Centers, AL DHR.

business
CHURCH SIGNS: Reliable Signs offers 
design, fabrication, installation and ser-
vice. All types of signs from electronic 
messaging to traditional. Ask about 
our exterior light maintenance service. 
Statewide  coverage. Christian-owned. 
Church references available. www. 
reliablesigns.com.  800-729-6844, 
205-664-0955.

HANDBELL SERVICE: Refurbishing, all 
manufacturers, on-site and pick-up and 
delivery available. Contact A&T Bells, 
Inc. Ann and Tom. 1-877-420-9494,  
ATBells@yahoo.com.

FURNISHINGS
STEEPLES, ET CETERA: New pews, 
refinishing of pews, stained glass win-
dows, baptistries and steeples. Single 
source for all church furnishings. More 
than 20 years experience serving 
churches exclusively. No job too small. 
Locally owned company. Please call 
Terry Barnes toll-free 1-888-980-6161. 
Visit our Web site at www.steeplesetc.
com.

CONSTRUCTION
CHURCH BUILDING PROJECTS: 
Let Webb Builders help your church 
expand its facilities. Large or small 
projects. Your plans or use our cus-
tom-design building services. State li-
censed with 25+ years experience. Call 
Webb Builders, Inc., 334-285-9302. 
Millbrook, Ala. Numerous church refer-
ences available.

conferences/retreats
CHRISTIAN RETREAT: Stoney Creek, 
new 52-acre Christian-based retreat 
facility perfect for family reunion rent-
als, church gatherings, weddings and 
receptions. Amenities galore. Located 
in Vinemont, Ala. Reservations: 256-
338-5583. www.stoneycreekalabama.
com. 

TRAVEL/VACATION
GEORGIA MOUNTAINS CABIN: 2 
BRs, 2 BAs furnished cabin. Wheel-
chair accessible. $500/week (3 night 
minimum). $125/night. Located in 
mountains of Blue Ridge, Ga. Call 941-
755-3655.

LOG CABIN: Lake Guntersville area, 
beautiful view and fully furnished. Dis-
counts to ministers. Log onto www. 
paradisevista.net to see pictures. Call 
for reservations at 205-540-3600.

SUMMER IN THE SMOKIES: Peaceful 
mountain cabins, fun in Pigeon Forge 
and Gatlinburg. 1–8 BR cabins, great 
Web site, www.edencrest.net, 1-888-
236-3105. Try Kara Kottage, 2 BRs, 2 
BAs, Sleeps 10. Many extras.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN LUXURY CAB-
IN, PIGEON FORGE, TENN.: Nightly/
weekly rental. 4 BRs, 3 BAs, sleeps 
10. Near Dollywood. 256-503-3544 for 
price and availability. Visit www.drisk-
illcabin.com.

GULF SHORES VACATION HOME: 
Fall special $325/week. Including 
cleaning fees. Sleeps 12. Call 225-241-
5667 or visit www.gsfamilyretreat.com.

for sale
Kawai Black High Gloss Baby 
Grand Piano: Model KG-2E. Age: 
18 years. Length: 5’10”. Price: $9,500 
OBO. Lindsay Lane Baptist Church, 
Athens, Ala. Contact: 256-262-5306, 
Dwaine Stroud.

Cabin at Glorieta: Cabin at Glo-
rieta LifeWay Conference Center. Six 
apartments, 2 large dorms, large meet-
ing area. Sleeps 56. Contact Taylor Me-
morial Baptist Church, 1700 E. Yeso, 
Hobbs, NM 88240. 575-397-7447 or  
daleshooktaylorbc.org.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT OF THE ALABAMA BAPTIST, 205-870-4720, EXT. 102, OR E-MAIL ADS@THEALABAMABAPTIST.ORG. COPY DEADLINE IS TWO WEEKS BEFORE PUBLICATION.

Market Place

50 Years Ago
August 1960

MK Receives School Award: At 
his high school graduation in Bagu-
io, Philippines, Douglas Olive, son 
of Dr. and Mrs. Howard D. Olive, 
Southern Baptist missionaries with 
the Foreign Mission Board, was the 
recipient of the Bishop’s Award, 
which is given to the student “mak-
ing the greatest contribution to the 
school.” Douglas, who was licensed 
to preach by Aurora Hill Baptist 
Church, Baguio, in April, will enter 
Howard College in Birmingham this 
fall. His family is returning to the 
states for furlough this summer and 
will also be at Howard, where Dr. 
Olive will be a visiting professor. 
(EDITOR’S NOTE — Twenty years 
later in July 1980, H. Douglas Olive 
Jr. became the pastor of Dalraida 
Baptist Church, Montgomery.)

40 Years Ago
August 1970

‘Greatest Revival’ Held: Efforts 
of the East Cullman Youth Fellow-
ship and East Side Baptist Church, 
Cullman, have resulted in one of 
the “greatest revivals in the history 
of the church.” According to Jimmy 
Taylor, pastor of East Side Baptist, 
attendance increased to such an ex-
tent that the church installed closed-
circuit television in the basement 
area and finally the services were 
moved to Cullman High School sta-
dium to accommodate the crowds. 
More than 400 young people took 
part in a parade for “inner peace” in 
downtown Cullman and participated 
in a rally for the closing service. The 
revival resulted in 256 professions 
of faith in 27 area churches and 410 
rededications. Taylor said the young 

people of the youth fellowship have 
proved to their churches and com-
munity what a group of dedicated 
Christian young people can do when 
it works for Christ.

30 Years Ago
August 1980

Summer Missionaries Serve in 
N.Y.: Sarah Bell, a student at Au-
burn University, and David Reed, 
a student at the University of Mon-
tevallo, are working in the state of 
New York this summer in a program 
sponsored by the Home Mission 
Board. Bell is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Scottsboro, and is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Bell. Reed is a member of Mount 
Olive Baptist Church near Sprott 
and is the son of Rev. and Mrs. Ray-
burn Reed, of Selma. Rev. Reed is 
pastor of Mount Olive Baptist. Bell 
and Reed are two of four students 
from the South working with mis-
sion youth programs throughout 
New York state.

20 Years Ago
August 1990

Students Help Restore Church: 
Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions Baptist campus minis-
try associate Oxford Smith, Troy 
State University campus minister 
Ken May and five college students 
from Alabama joined a team of six 
college students from Kentucky 
in helping renovate a building in 
Leningrad. The building originally 
was a Russian Orthodox cathedral. 
With the Communist takeover, the 
building became a factory ware-
house, was bombed during World 
War II and fell into disuse follow-
ing the war. Alabama students who 

assisted in the missions project 
were Wayne Denton, Hueytown, 
Faulkner State University; Rick 
Floyd, Milton, Fla., University of 
South Alabama; Brett McEwen, 
Trussville, Samford University; 
Stephen Newton, Madison, Au-
burn University; and David Sum-
ner, Ashford, Jacksonville State 
University.

10 Years Ago
August 2000

Teens Reach Hispanic Children, 
Others: Six teens and four adults 
from First Baptist Church, Vernon, 
traveled to Clinton, N.C., to work 
with children of Hispanic migrant 
workers. They directed backyard 
Bible clubs for these boys and 
girls. They also visited a nursing 
home and two homes for devel-
opmentally disabled adults. There 
the teens performed puppet shows, 
sang solos, told Bible stories and 
led songs. Along with their leaders, 
they also sorted clothing for East-
ern Baptist Association’s clothes 
closet and led in worship at First 
Baptist Church, Clinton.

Sometime between 1900 
and 1920, the congrega-
tion of Center Hill Bap-

tist Church, Hanceville, pur-
chased a cast-iron bell. Its ring 
was heard throughout the com-
munity, drawing people to wor-
ship. Then rust and age silenced 
the bell.

Until now.
When the East Cullman 

Baptist Association church cel-
ebrates its 150th anniversary 
Sept. 5, a restored bell will 
peal from its new home in a 10-
foot belfry located beside the 
church.

“It means a lot to me; it’s part 
of our heritage. The saints who 
have gone on to glory heard this 
bell; it was a part of their lives,” 
said church member Richard 
Jesse, who led the restoration of 
the bell. 

Early memories
The bell and other elements 

like pews figure into some of the 
earliest memories of 79-year-
old Hue Smith, one of the oldest 
regularly attending male mem-
bers of Center Hill Baptist.

“I was born and raised in 
this church,” Smith said. “As I 
remember my first church go-
ing, momma put me on a blan-
ket under the bench during the 
church service.” 

It’s good to remember the 
past, according to Pastor Del-
bert Freeman. 

“We should be learning from 

the lessons of our past,” said 
Freeman, who plans to preach 
Sept. 5 on Jeremiah 6:16 in 
which the Lord tells the people 
of Judah to “stand where the 
roads cross and look around. 
Ask where the old paths are. 
Ask for the good path and walk 
on it.”

‘Godly heritage’
Freeman said his message is 

a call to “return to our godly 
heritage as a Christian com-
munity and build on what made 
our country great.”

The 10 a.m.–2 p.m. celebra-
tion also will include a pre-
sentation on the history of the 
church. Center Hill’s new out-
door pavilion will host a fish 
fry and music from a bluegrass 
gospel band.

While celebrating the past, 
the church, which averages 
between 100 and 120 people 
in Sunday morning worship, is 
building for the future with new 
ministries like a men’s ministry, 
which has grown from six to 
25, and updated facilities like 
a renovated sanctuary, which 
reminds Freeman of a red vel-
vet cake with its red and white 
color scheme. 

“It is one of the most beau-
tiful churches I’ve ever seen,” 
Smith added. “We’re proud of 
it.”

For more information, call 
Freeman at 256-747-3210.

  (TAB)

Restored church bell to ring 
as Center Hill marks 150 years
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State Board reorganizes offices 
of Sunday School, discipleship

(continued from page 1)
presented to messengers attending 
the November Alabama Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) in Bir-
mingham for approval.

The 2011 budget proposal re-
flects a $3 million reduction from 
the 2010 budget, said Rick Lance, 
SBOM executive director.

“This budget proposal is fiscally 
conservative in that the proposed 
expenditures reflect comprehensive 
research on past giving patterns 
and projected Cooperative Program 
gifts for 2011. The … proposal is a 
responsible, realistic view of where 
we are with receipts,” he said, not-
ing, “nothing happened at the June 
(SBC) convention which will affect 
the budget we are presenting.”

“We are not structuring based 
on action taking place at the SBC 
level,” Lance said. “Those matters 
have yet to work their way through 
the system, through the trustees 
at IMB (the International Mission 
Board) and NAMB (the North 
American Mission Board).”

If the cooperative funding agree-
ments between NAMB and the 
state conventions are dissolved, 
then “we feel confident we can ab-
sorb the first year plus in coopera-
tive agreements,” he said. As far as 
how SBOM staff funded by NAMB 
will be impacted if that money is 
taken away or what happens in the 
area of church planting, Lance said, 
“We have not gotten there yet.”

‘Living within means’
And while the ABSC does not 

have the largest budget among state 
conventions, it continues to lead the 
nation in SBC giving, he said, not-
ing “we are $1.8 million ahead of 
the next convention.”  

Still “we are facing the reality of 
doing more with less” and focusing 
on Great Commission ministries 
“with an eye toward mission criti-
cal effectiveness,” he explained.

But in doing the work, “we are 
living within our means.” 

One example of that is the 4.87 
acres of land currently being pur-
chased for less than $200,000 to 
build a disaster relief command 
center, said Scotty Hogan, pastor 
of Westmeade Baptist Church, De-

catur, and chairman of the SBOM 
properties subcommittee. 

“Last year, the convention autho-
rized the property (sub)committee 
to look for off-site land to do stag-
ing for disaster relief and to build 
a warehouse to store (the SBOM’s) 
disaster relief equipment,” Hogan 
said. The convention approved an 
amount up to $500,000 to purchase 
the property and build the facility, 
he noted. 

The land is being purchased 
from the Prattville Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Economic Development 
Committee. 

Mel Johnson, SBOM 
disaster relief strate-
gist, said while the 
warehouse will be 
used to store disaster 
relief equipment and 
resources when not in 
use, it also can be used 
for donations of wa-
ter and supplies during 
times of disaster once 
the equipment has been 
deployed. 

“There will also be 
facilities to host inci-
dent command teams 
should NAMB need to 
come in and coordinate 
a multistate event,” he 
said. “It could serve as 
the headquarters to co-
ordinate a nationwide 
effort.”

Bobby DuBois, 
SBOM associate ex-
ecutive director, veri-
fied the SBOM will be 
able to pay cash for the property 
and the new building as long as the 
cost doesn’t exceed $500,000. “We 
reserved $250,000 to apply toward 
that debt (in a capital line item in 
both 2009 and 2010),” he said. 
“$500,000 is sitting ready right 
now.” 

The goal is for disaster relief re-
sources to be in the new facility by 
mid-2011, DuBois noted. 

Bill Hart, pastor of Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church, Ozark, and 
chairman of the relief ministries 
subcommittee, said the disaster re-
lief property is not being purchased 
in conjunction with any potential 
relocation property for the SBOM. 
“This is just for disaster relief.”

Hogan added that the case over 
the sale of the SBOM’s Taylor 
Road property in east Montgomery 
(which the SBOM has decided to 
sell rather than build on) is await-
ing the judge’s ruling.

In other news, Lance announced 
Aug. 18 that two SBOM offices 
will merge into one, effective Sept. 
15. Teman Knight recently re-
signed as director of the office of 
leadership and church health (see 
story, page 3). Instead of bring-
ing in a new person, the SBOM 
is moving Mike Jackson, director 
of the office of discipleship and 

We are 
facing 

... doing more 
with less ... 
with an eye 
toward mission 
critical effec-
tiveness.”

Rick Lance
SBOM executive 

director

W

Samford, UMobile rank 
among best colleges

Two Alabama Baptist uni-
versities found a spot in 
U.S. News & World Re-

port’s 2011 rankings of Best 
Colleges released Aug. 17.

Samford University in Bir-
mingham is ranked in the top 
tier of national universities. 
Samford rose 12 spots from last 
year to 104th. It shares that spot 
with Florida State University in 
Tallahassee, Howard University 
in Washington, the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, the Universi-
ty of New Hampshire in Durham 
and the Univer-
sity of Tennessee 
in Knoxville. 

Samford com-
pared favorably 
with the other 
Alabama uni-
versities classi-
fied as national 
universities. The 
University of 
Alabama (tied 
for 79th) and 
Auburn Univer-
sity (85th) rank 
ahead of Sam-
ford, while the 
University of 
Alabama at Bir-
mingham (151st) and the Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville 
(179th) come in lower. Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas, (tied 
for 76th) is the only other Bap-
tist institution in the classifica-
tion.

Samford also was ranked as 
one of the top 20 national uni-
versities for graduates with the 
least debt at graduation.

Recognizing Samford
“While these rankings are 

only one measure of a univer-
sity’s success, it is obvious that 
Samford’s growing national 
reputation is being recognized 
both by our peer institutions and 
by those who choose to rank 
the nation’s top universities,” 
President Andrew Westmore-
land said. “The latest rankings 
also reflect the hard work of our 
faculty, staff, students, alumni 
and friends to achieve the high-
est quality academic standards 
while maintaining Samford’s 

unique Christian mission.”
The University of Mobile 

(UMobile) is ranked 59th in the 
top tier of the best regional uni-
versities in the South. It tied with 
Eastern Kentucky University in 
Richmond, North Georgia Col-
lege & State University in Dahl-
onega and Saint Leo University 
in Florida.

UMobile President Mark Fo-
ley said, “I am grateful that the 
efforts the University of Mobile 
is making to achieve our objec-
tives and high standards in the 

integration of 
faith and learn-
ing have resulted 
in this recogni-
tion. We take 
this as an af-
firmation of the 
distinctives of 
the University of 
Mobile experi-
ence in the lives 
of our students.”

Other Ala-
bama universi-
ties ranked in 
this category are 
Spring Hill Col-
lege in Mobile 
(17th), the Uni-

versity of Montevallo (tied for 
40th), the University of South 
Alabama in Mobile (52nd), Troy 
University (65th), the University 
of North Alabama in Florence 
(tied for 66th), Auburn Universi-
ty at Montgomery (tied for 74th) 
and Jacksonville State Universi-
ty (tied for 83rd). UMobile was 
one of several Baptist institu-
tions ranked in this category. 

The magazine’s annual col-
lege rankings are based on clas-
sifications established by The 
Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Teaching. More 
than 1,400 higher education 
institutions then are grouped in 
four categories: national univer-
sities, national liberal arts col-
leges, regional universities and 
regional colleges. Schools in the 
universities-master’s and bacca-
laureate categories are ranked in 
four geographic regions.

For more information, visit 
www.usnews.com and click on 
the Education tab.   (SU, TAB)

“We take this as an 
affirmation of the 
distinctives of the 
University of Mobile 
experience in the 
lives of our students.”

Mark Foley
UMobile president

CORRECTION
The Aug. 5 article “Mont-
gomery churches minister to 
Mixtecs in city” incorrectly 
explained the makeup of the 
Montgomery Baptist Asso-
ciation Mixtec ministry. The 
ministry is actually orga-
nized through a task force of 
five groups — Eastern Hills 
Baptist Church, Montgom-
ery; Yarborough Street Bap-
tist Church, Montgomery; 
Ridgecrest Baptist Church, 
Montgomery; Community of 
Hope and Forest Park Minis-
try Center.

family ministries, to that position. 
At the same time, the office of 

discipleship and family ministries 
will merge with the office of Sun-
day School and Bible study minis-
tries to become the office of Sunday 
School and discipleship. 

“At this strategic time, we have 
decided to streamline a bit by merg-
ing two offices,” Lance said. “Dan-
iel Edmonds, who has served faith-
fully and skillfully as our Sunday 
School office director since 2001, 

will likewise serve as 
the director of the new 
office. 

“Mike Jackson will 
do well as the new di-
rector of the office of 
leadership and church 
health,” Lance added. 
“He’s a veteran leader 
who has served very ef-
fectively as a state mis-
sionary.

“Before coming to 
the State Board of Mis-
sions, Mike (a pastor for 
almost 18 years) worked 
closely with the of-
fice he will now direct. 
Then after coming to 
our staff (in 2004 as an 
associate in the office of 
evangelism), Mike has 
collaborated regularly 
with Teman Knight as a 
facilitator and leader in 
various leadership con-
ferences,” Lance said. 
“He will be an effec-
tive leader and encour-
ager of leaders for our 
churches.”

Jackson said he is excited about 
the chance to help Alabama Bap-
tists develop as leaders.

“As I come on board ... I want to 
continue with some of the events 
that are planned. … [But we’ll 
also] be doing some evaluation of 
our leadership offerings,” he said.  

Rick Ellison, who currently 
serves as an associate in the office 
of Sunday School, will join Jack-
son as an associate. Jamie Baldwin, 
James Blakeney, Eileen Mitchell 
and Sonya Tucker will remain as-
sociates in the new office of Sunday 
School and discipleship. 

“This reconfiguring allows us to 
continue our practice of faithful-
ness and frugality regarding person-
nel and will reduce our number of 
full-time employees to 94,” Lance 
noted. There were 119 SBOM em-
ployees when he came as executive 
director in 1999. 

Through attrition and retirement, 
Lance has steadily led the SBOM 
to reduce the number of staff while 
maintaining its ability to continue 
the work taking place in its three 
major strategic priorities: evange-
lism and discipleship, leadership 
development and missions mobili-
zation. 

 (Kristen Padilla and  
Keith Hinson contributed)
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Sunday School Lessons For August 29

Relationships: The Improvement 
Factor

2 Corinthians 10:1–3, 15–18; 12:14–21

Approach Courageously (10:1–3)
The letter’s tone changes in these last three 

chapters. Up to this point, Paul had been de-
fending himself cautiously. In these last sec-
tions, Paul became more forceful in his argu-
mentation. He responded to some accusations 
that he was timid in person but forceful in 
tone in his letters. To this group of accusers, 
Paul’s apostolic authority was in question be-
cause of this perceived duplicity. Furthermore 
some in Corinth had accused Paul of preach-
ing according to the world’s standards. He re-
sponded to the first accusation by explaining 
that his goal was for the Corinthians to deal 
with the matters he addressed in his letters 
so that when he arrived in Corinth, he would 
not have to spend time disciplining members. 
To those who claimed that Paul lived by the 
world’s standards, he explained that though 
he was human, he did not use human methods 
to wage war. It is clear that Paul was trying 
to preserve his friendship with the Corinthian 
church, but more importantly, he was trying 
to follow God’s commands. If he needed to be 
bold with the believers there, then he would 
be bold. In our relationships with others, are 
we likely to try to keep the peace by ignor-
ing ungodly behavior or are we willing to 
confront it in order to affirm godly attitudes 
and actions? It is imperative that we try to 
preserve our Christian relations but not if it 
means overlooking ungodly behavior. 
Challenge With God’s Work (10:15–18)

Paul was concerned about improving his re-
lationship with all of the believers in Corinth, 
even those who were critical of him. He wanted 
to have a unified body in that church so that he 
could concentrate on expanding his evangelis-
tic endeavors to areas beyond. It is likely that 
Paul hoped that through spiritual maturity, the 
Corinthians would be able to support him as 
he took the gospel to other areas, and he was 
specific in telling them his hope. Likewise, if 
we are in the midst of a struggling relation-
ship with another believer, then we may need 

to identify how both parties can join together 
in a new phase of God’s work.

Declare Any Concerns (12:14–18)
In order to demonstrate his love and con-

cern for the Corinthians, Paul told them that 
he did not plan on being a burden. Just as with 
his former visits, he would refuse to take any 
money from them. This showed how much 
Paul did not want anyone to get the wrong idea 
— that he was interested in them solely for 
what he could get from them. But just as par-
ents save up an inheritance for their children, 
Paul, as the spiritual parent of this church, 
refused to take anything from them, instead 
spending himself on them. In pleading his in-
nocence, he even mentioned when Titus, his 
co-worker, came to Corinth and did not take 
anything from the believers there either. Just 
as Paul tried to clear up any misconceptions 
with the Corinthians in order to effect recon-
ciliation, we also should seek to bring about 
resolution with our fellow Christians in order 
that the body of Christ might be unified and 
glorify God. We may need to take initiative in 
broaching the divide, just as Paul did.

Seek to Strengthen (12:19–21)
Paul’s main concern was not so much that 

he be considered innocent before the Cor-
inthians but in the sight of God. At several 
junctures in this letter, Paul stated that he was 
speaking before God, showing them how seri-
ous these issues were. Paul was not trying to 
merely win a human argument; he was show-
ing that his actions were in line with God’s 
desires. Paul expressed his concern that when 
he returned to Corinth, the church there would 
be in disarray, which would humiliate him in 
front of the believers with whom he might be 
traveling (see 2 Corinthians 9:3–5). Not only 
would this humiliate Paul but he would also 
have to humiliate any Corinthians who were 
sinning, which he obviously did not want to 
do. For each of us, when we are confronted 
with broken relationships in our churches, we 
need to do our best to make sure that we are 
biblical in our approach to reconciliation and 
try to convince the offended party of our in-
nocence before God. 

Face Crises with Courage
2 Samuel 15:13–14, 24–26, 30–37; 

19:7–8a

Continue to Trust God  
(15:13–14, 24–26)

David realized that a coup was in motion 
and “the hearts of the men of Israel [were] 
with Absalom” (13). Discerning the gravity 
of the situation, David recognized that he was 
facing a crisis unlike any other that he had 
encountered. He knew that the same Absalom 
who killed Amnon would kill his brothers and, 
quite possibly, him. Now for the first time, 
David, the mighty king and premier military 
leader, was forced to issue orders for his fam-
ily, officials and bodyguard to flee. His con-
cern extended to all inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
If Absalom attacked the city, then hundreds of 
innocent people would be slaughtered. To pro-
tect his people, David abandoned the throne. 
David had always been a big supporter of the 
Levites (1 Sam. 22:20–23) and had given them 
high authority in his administration. Now, in 
the king’s own moment of crisis, Zadok and 
other Levites were there to offer him support. 
David had overseen the triumphant entry of 
the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem. Now 
it appeared that he would have to oversee the 
departure of the Ark from the holy city. Zadok 
and the Levites had carried the Ark away in 
order to bolster David’s claim to the throne. 
However, he instructed Zadok to take the Ark 
back into the city. He did not want the Ark of 
God treated like a good-luck charm as in the 
days of Eli when the glory departed from Is-
rael. David had no desire to manipulate God. 
Rather, in his moment of trial, David cast him-
self completely on the will of God. He was 
prepared to entrust himself to God’s way and 
take the outcome that was willed for him.

Don’t Isolate Yourself From Others 
(15:30–37)

David led his loyalists up the Mount of 
Olives, moving eastward toward the Jordan 
River. He made no attempt to disguise his 
grief. Covering the head and going barefoot 
were symbols of sorrow and despair in ancient 
Israel. Although he was a strong and coura-

geous man, David wept openly. He wrote of 
shedding tears in Psalm 6, which might well 
have been an exile psalm. Adding to his dis-
tress was the news that Ahithophel, his most 
important counselor, was now aligned with 
Absalom. What do you do when one of your 
closest confidants betrays you? It is best to do 
what David did: pray. Soon thereafter, God 
answered David’s prayer with the appear-
ance of Hushai the Arkite, who displayed his 
solidarity with David by appearing before him 
with his robe torn and dust on his head. Hushai 
desired to go with David, but David told him 
that doing so would be a “burden.” Each per-
son who joined David’s cause added to the 
practical issues of providing enough food, 
shelter and protection. Some have suggested 
that Hushai’s age would have slowed David’s 
movements from place to place as he avoided 
Absalom. Ever the strategist, David instructed 
Hushai to return to Jerusalem, pledge alle-
giance to Absalom and act as a mole in Absa-
lom’s inner circle. Zadok and Abiathar would 
serve as two of David’s additional “plants,” 
though their priestly roles would keep them 
away from the palace. Any information that 
Hushai gleaned from within the palace would 
be passed on to Zadok and Abiathar and their 
sons would carry it to David.
Fulfill Your Responsibilities (19:7–8a)

David’s general, Joab, witnessed the king 
dressed as a mourner and heard the cries of 
sorrow as he entered Jerusalem. Joab knew 
firsthand that David’s grief over Absalom’s 
death was demoralizing to the troops. They 
had fought to restore David to the throne, yet 
he appeared to show ingratitude and contempt. 
Joab found such behavior both inexcusable 
and intolerable. To snap David out of his funk, 
Joab addressed him with tough words that no 
one else dared to say. Joab’s talk was tougher 
than even Nathan’s (2 Sam. 12:1–15) and cer-
tainly more direct. He scolded the king for 
not celebrating and showing gratitude. David 
responded to Joab’s tough words, proceeding 
to sit at the gateway, which signified a return 
to normalcy. In this moment of crisis, it was 
Joab’s clearheaded toughness that saved the 
throne for David. 

Christian Crossword
By Arlene Walker         Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
	 1.	___ not. (Gen. 15:1)
	 5.	Climbed up into a ___ 	
		  tree. (Luke 19:4;  
		  modern sp.)
11.	Storage under roof of a 	
		  house.
13.	___ the right hand of 	
		  God. (Rom. 8:34)
14.	Cast the ___ on the right 	
		  side. (John 21:6)
15.	___ unto God. 
		  (Rom. 6:11)
17.	One little ___ lamb. 
		  (2 Sam. 12:3)
18.	Three electrodes in an 	
		  electron tube.
21.	Good ___ bad. 
		  (2 Cor. 5:10)
22.	___ answered. 
		  (John 9:36)
24.	Registered nurse. (abbr.)
25.	Shalt ___ in thine heart. 	
		  (Rom. 10:9)
29.	A woman’s name.
30.	Repulsive.
32.	Drowsy.
34.	Thou maintainest my 	
		  ___. (Ps. 16:5)
35.	He saith among the 	
		  trumpets, ___. 

	 7.	Past tense of “eat.”
	 8.	Love ___ another. 
		  (1 John 4:7)
	 9.	Put in other words.
10.	Words of ___ life. 
		  (John 6:68)
12.	Ungentlemanly.
16.	Last Entry. (abbr.)
19.	In the case of.
20.	My son, ___ my voice. 	
		  (Gen. 27:8)
23.	They shall ___ God. 	
		  (Matt. 5:8)
25.	Bacon, lettuce and 	
		  tomato. (abbr.)
26.	O.T. prophet who wrote 	
		  about the Messiah.
27.	Short for “elevated 	
		  railway.”
28.	Short for “veterinarian.”
29.	Yes.
31.	Purpose.
33.	Prove validity of a will.
35.	___ are ye if ye do them. 	
		  (John 13.17)
37.	So ___eth my soul after 	
		  thee, O God. (Ps. 42:1)
39.	Journey.
42.	Street. (abbr.)
43.	That we should ___ into 	
		  Italy. (Acts 27:1)

		  (Job 39:25)
36.	Ribbed dress fabric.
38.	Way of walking.
40.	___ in peace. 
		  (Acts 16:36)
41.	As many ___ received 	
		  him. (John 1:12)
43.	Clever, cunning.
45.	Mary hath chosen that 	
		  good ___. (Luke 10:42)
47.	My people are ___ to 	
		  backsliding. (Hosea 11:7)
49.	Bird providing sport and 	
		  food.
51.	Love worketh no ___. 	
		  (Rom. 13:10)
53.	One way to tie shoes.
55.	The ___ of the valleys. 	
		  (Song of Sol. 2:1)
56.	___ good unto all. 
		  (Gal. 6:10)

Down
	 1.	___ in that which is least. 	
		  (Luke 16:10)
	 2.	Suffix meaning “little.”
	 3.	Many shall rejoice ___ 	
		  his birth. (Luke 1:14)
	 4.	Rhode Island. (abbr.)
	 6.	Buried him in the ___. 	
		  (Gen. 50:13)

44.	They shall ___ as lions’ 		
		  whelps. (Jer. 51:38)
46.	Large container for liquid.
48.	Prefix.
50.	___ much the more. 		
		  (Heb. 10:25)
52.	Long Island. (abbr.)
54.	___, I am with you always. 		
		  (Matt. 28:20)

Explore the Bible By Robert Olsen
Assistant Professor, School of Christian Studies, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life By James Barnette
Associate Professor, Department of Religion, Samford University
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Amish Grace
Director Gregg Champion

“Amish Grace” is an inspirational 
and moving movie about compas-
sion and forgiveness. It is based on 
the true story of the tragic shoot-
ings at the Amish school in Nickel 
Mines, Pa., in October 2006. 

The movie focuses on how the 
survivors are coping with the loss 
of their loved ones six months after 
the tragedy. In all of the turmoil, the 
media come to the town and criti-
cize its Amish leaders for forgiv-
ing the shooter and supporting his 
widow, Amy Roberts, portrayed by 
Tammy Blanchard. 

The mother of one of the victims, 
Ida Graber, portrayed by Kimberly 
Williams-Paisley, also struggles 
with the notion of forgiveness and 
even considers leaving the only life 
she’s ever known. But she eventu-
ally re-embraces her faith.  

The cast is memorable and the 
story is simply unforgettable, but 
it could have been a better movie, 
overall, if a brief re-enactment of 
the shooting had been included. 

While the movie premiered on 
Lifetime Movie Network in March, 

it will be released on DVD and Blu-
ray on Sept. 14.

What If ...
Director Dallas Jenkins

Are you ready for a tale of hope, 
second chances and what is truly 
important in life? Then watch the 
movie “What If …,” which follows 
in the tradition of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” and “The Family Man,” telling 
the story of a man whose glimpse 
into what he’s missing reminds him 
of what he truly wants.

The movie focuses on a deci-
sion Ben Walker, played by Kevin 
Sorbo, made 15 years ago. Ben 
left his college sweetheart, Wendy, 
portrayed by Kristy Swanson, to 
pursue a lucrative business oppor-
tunity. Now on the verge of mar-
riage to an equally materialistic 
woman, he is visited by an angelic 

mechanic named Mike, played by 
John Ratzenberger. Mike tells Ben 
he needs to see what his life would 
have been like had he followed 
God’s calling. 

Suddenly Ben finds himself mar-
ried to Wendy with two daughters. 
The family seems happy. In his vi-
sion, everyone is getting ready for 
church on a Sunday morning and 
he’s scheduled to give his first ser-
mon as the new pastor at a local 
church. But if Ben wants to obtain 
this life, then he must first learn to 
appreciate the value of  faith and 
family and perhaps he’ll rediscover 
the love of his life. 

It is the best family film of the 
year. “What If …” is in select the-
aters now. Visit www.thewhatif-
movie.com for a list of theaters and 
to find out how to bring the movie 
to your area.

Movie Reviews By Matthew Stephens

During the summer months, 
we hosted two different mis-

sions teams, both from Illinois. 
The first team, from First Baptist 
Church, Litchfield, brought more 
than 40 teens and adults. They fo-
cused their attention on service 
evangelism by partnering with lo-
cal community organizations such 
as DuBois Garden Club and the 
Downtown DuBois Revitalization 
Group. One such project involved 
our church restoring a walkway 
bridge that is greatly used by the 
community. The second missions 
team, from Kaskaskia Baptist As-
sociation, brought nearly 60 teens 
and adults. They focused their work 
on offering various backyard Bible 
clubs throughout the area. This 
ministry was especially vital since 
we were not only able to create a 
new means of developing relation-
ships in the community but we 
were also able to train and to uti-
lize members of our church in do-
ing children’s ministry. The work 
of the missions teams this summer 
was so helpful because they were 
able to accomplish in a two-week 
span what would have taken our 
church months to accomplish. Also 
the work of these partner churches 
opened doors of opportunity for 

new churches to be planted in sur-
rounding communities in the fu-
ture. We cannot say enough about 
the exciting things that we have 
continued to witness God doing in 
our midst over this past year.

As we approach the fall semes-
ter, we have very exciting news to 
share with you. As of Oct. 3, we 
will continue our service in minis-
try in Adel, Ga. Springhead Baptist 
Church, Adel (near Valdosta), re-
cently called Jason as pastor of its 
congregation. Springhead is a grow-
ing, vibrant church in Adel that is 
expanding as the region around Val-
dosta grows. 

Please pray
4for our family as we are in this 

transition time of leaving our place 
of service in Pennsylvania and mov-
ing to our new place of service in 
Georgia.
4for the congregation of Sum-

mit View Church as they begin this 
transition period of filling leader-
ship roles so that they may continue 
in the church’s mission.
4for the congregation of Spring-

head Baptist Church in Adel, Ga., as 
they will be preparing for our arrival. 
Pray for a continued excitement and 
spirit of unity as we will be making 
our transition there.

4for the Conemaugh Valley 
Baptist Association and the Baptist 
Convention of Pennsylvania-South 
Jersey as they will be assisting Sum-
mit View Church during this transi-
tion period.
4for the continued growth of 

Summit View Church and the future 
expansion of its mission to reach 
the Greater DuBois area, along with 
starting new churches throughout 
western Pennsylvania. 

Jason, Genée and Josiah Duckett
DuBois, Pa.

On Aug. 13, we had a True Love 
Waits seminar at Philippine 

Normal University. I had a memo-
rable conversation with one particu-
lar student after the event. She told 
me she had lost faith and was living 
in rebellion against God (she was 
openly homosexual). I could see a 
great deal of pain in her eyes. She 
listened intensely as I told her the 
good news — that Jesus Christ has 
paid the price for her sins and has 
the power to completely change her 
life. We’ve kept in touch through 
cell phone, and she’s agreed to meet 
with us for Bible study. Pray for 
her. 

Kevin Sanders
Manila, Philippines

Baptist educators’ leader 
reflects on term of service
A few years ago, a Baptist 

woman in her mid-20s 
traveled to China on a missions 
trip, decided to look up a young 
Chinese woman she had corre-
sponded with in high school via 
the Universal Pen Pal Project 
and ended up leading her to the 
Lord. 

When Paul 
Reitzer steps 
down this year 
as president of 
the 600-member 
strong Fellow-
ship of Bap-
tist Educators 
(FBE), those are 
the kinds of sto-
ries that will re-
mind him of why 
he stepped up in the first place. 

The pen pal project, which fa-
cilitates correspondence between 
Christian teens in North America 
and international students who 
want to practice English, is just 
one of several FBE ministries 
that he feels has helped further 
the Great Commission exactly 
as intended. 

Reitzer, a former history pro-
fessor at Charleston Southern 
University in South Carolina, 
and a former vice president for 
academic affairs at Judson Col-
lege in Marion, became president 
of the organization in 2007. 

He stayed on an extra year — 
the president serves a two-year 
term — because the vice presi-

dent was unable to take on the 
position because of health rea-
sons. 

Of course, Reitzer previously 
served as vice president and 
treasurer. And as pastor of both 
Newbern Baptist Church and 
Mount Olive Baptist Church, 

Sprott, in Ca-
haba Baptist As-
sociation, he co-
ordinates the ef-
forts of churches 
in Cahaba and 
Selma associa-
tions to collect 
Christian litera-
ture for FBE’s 
Book-Link Inc. 
ministry, which 
ships the mate-

rial to missionaries, pastors and 
libraries in more than 40 coun-
tries.

“Paul has been responsible for 
helping us to broaden our scope,” 
said John Carter, FBE executive 
director emeritus. “He’s done a 
great job.” 

For his part, Reitzer deflects 
any praise back to the function 
and purpose of the fellowship 
itself.

“I don’t pat myself on the 
back,” he said. “I’ve enjoyed 
serving and I’m just convinced 
that [FBE] is a great organiza-
tion.”

For more informa-
tion, visit www.shelby.
net/~baptisteducators.         (TAB)

“I don’t pat myself 
on the back. ... I’ve 
enjoyed serving.”

Paul Reitzer
FBE

To the best of our knowledge, 
all of the ads in 

The Alabama Baptist 
represent legitimate 

companies and offerings. 
However, one should always 

exercise normal business 
caution in responding to ads.

BWAid to help Pakistan flood victims
An initial sum of $10,000 

has been granted by Baptist 
World Aid (BWAid), the relief 
development arm of the Baptist 
World Alliance, to assist flood vic-
tims in Pakistan. 

The funds, which will be used 
to meet medical, food and shelter 
needs, will be disbursed through 
BMS World Mission, a British Bap-
tist missions organization, and part-
ners. Additional sums may be given 
to the Interfaith League Against 

Poverty, which is working with the 
National Baptist Church of Paki-
stan.

“The Baptist World Alliance is 
deeply moved by the level of suf-
fering of the Pakistani people at this 
time,” said Paul Montacute, director 
of BWAid. “We ask all Baptists to 
remember the country and people of 
Pakistan in their prayers and offer 
practical expressions of help.” 

Donations may be sent by going 
to http://www.bwanet.org.  (BWA)
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BP photo
rock band — Former ‘American Idol’ contestant Sean Michel 
(right) plays with his band for a small audience at a park in Santiago, 
Chile. Band member Seth Atchley (left) supports Michel on bass. 

‘Musicianaries’
Former ‘American Idol’ contestant takes gospel, music to Chile
Sean Michel smiled through 

his distinctive, foot-long 
beard as he slid the guitar 

strap over his shoulder and greeted 
the crowd at El Huevo nightclub 
with what little Spanish he knows. 
The former “American Idol” con-
testant and his band then erupted 
into the sounds of Mississippi Del-
ta blues-rock. 

But unlike other musicians who 
played that night, the Sean Michel 
band sang about every person’s need 
for God and the salvation that comes 
only through faith in Jesus Christ.

“We came down [to Chile] to open 
doors that other ministries couldn’t,” 
said Jay Newman, Michel’s manag-
er. “To get in places that only a rock 
band could — to create a vision for 
new church-planting movements 
among the underground, disenfran-
chised subcultures of Chile.”

The Sean Michel band recently 
traveled through central Chile play-
ing more than 15 shows in bars, 
churches, schools and parks. The 
group consists of Southern Baptists 
Sean Michel, lead singer; Alvin Ra-
pien, lead guitarist; Seth Atchley, 
bass guitarist; and Tyler Groves, 
drummer.

“Although we’re a blues rock ‘n’ 
roll band, we’re an extension of the 
church,” Michel said. “We’re kind 
of like ‘musicianaries,’ if you will.”

The band formed after Michel 
and Newman met as students at 
Ouachita Baptist University (OBU) 
in Arkadelphia, Ark. While there, 
the two began recording and sell-
ing Michel’s music as a way to raise 
money for missions trips to Africa 
and Asia.

‘Rooted in missions’
“We were just trying to raise 

money for a missions trip, but we’d 
also seen God speaking to people 
through the music,” Michel said. 
“So we were like, ‘Well, maybe we 
need to do something with this,’ and 
we became a music ministry. But 
it’s always been rooted in missions 
and ... in the Great Commission.” 

 Michel graduated from OBU in 
2001, Newman in 2004. In 2007, 
Newman talked Michel into audi-
tioning for “American Idol.” The 
exposure Michel received through 
the television show gained a wider 
audience for their ministry.

“The whole ‘American Idol’ thing 
was so weird,” Michel said. “We 
just kind of went on a whim. But the 
Lord used it in a big way.”

On their next missions trip to 
Asia, Michel and Newman found 
that being recognizable gave them 
access to venues they couldn’t have 
entered before.

The band is now an official ex-
tension of First Southern Baptist 
Church, Bryant, Ark., where the 
musicians have long been active 
members. Every missions trip they 
have taken has involved working 
with International Mission Board 
(IMB) representatives.

“With short-term missions trips, 
you can plan, but you just got to be 
willing for your plans to change,” 
Michel said. When the band arrived 
in Chile, they were surprised to find 
that their schedule wasn’t nearly as 
full as expected. Almost no public 
venues had booked shows, and many 
rock-wary churches had declined to 
host the band.

“The biggest barrier we had was 
the pastors,” said Cliff Case, an IMB 
representative in Santiago, Chile, 
and a 1984 graduate of OBU. “The 
older pastors on two or three differ-
ent occasions gave excuses for not 
doing it. It was a real frustration in 
that sense.”

Disappointed by the lack of inter-
est, the band prayed for God’s help. 
They met Jose Campos — or Pépe, 
as the band came to know him. Cam-
pos works with music and youth for 
the Ministry of the Down and Out, 
an independent Christian ministry 
that seeks to reach the often-over-
looked demographics of Santiago.

Campos was able to use his con-
nections to book shows for the band 
in venues they wouldn’t have known 
about otherwise. 

Campos booked the show at El 
Huevo, possibly Chile’s most pop-
ular club. Playing there has given 
the band musical credibility among 
Chilean rockers. And one Chilean 
church reported that a youth accept-

ed Christ after hearing Newman talk 
before a show. The band is contem-
plating a return tour next year. 

Sharing the gospel through its 
songs is only the beginning for the 
Sean Michel band. Its vision is to be 
a catalyst to help churches — and 
missionaries — connect with the 
lost people of their communities.

“God is not saving the world 
through rock bands,” Michel said. 
“He’s saving the world through 
the church. And it will always be 
through the local body.”

The band also wants to see 
churches take ministry beyond the 
church doors. 

‘Go ... into dark places’
“If you’re going to want to legiti-

mately reach lost people, you’re go-
ing to have to get out,” Michel said. 
“Go out into the dark places. Those 
are the places we need to be to reach 
out.”

The band’s ministry in Chile 
opened new doors for IMB repre-
sentatives to reach the young, musi-
cal subculture of Chilean society. 

“They laid the groundwork for 
more opportunities,” Case said. 
“Now we have a network of who 
to talk to and how to get organized. 
We can focus on how to use the 
work they’re doing so we can win 
people to the Lord and plant some 
churches.”                       (BP)

Mob threats lead to closing of Indonesian church
SIPIROK, Indonesia — Police and local government officials 

joined forces with a Muslim mob to close a church in North Suma-
tra province July 30. Church leaders were forced to promise never 
to hold services at the site. 

Pastor Leritio Panjaitan of the Binanga Huria Kristen Batak 
Protestant Church on the Gunung Tua-Sibuhan Highway in Siboris 
Dolok Village, Sipirok, North Sumatra province said government 
officials and mobs threatened to burn the facility if worship contin-
ued there. Panjaitan said rejection of the church was aided by the 
presence of a Quranic boarding school, Darul Hasnah Madrassa, 
which appeared in the vicinity six months ago. “I have received 
information that the leader of that ‘madrassa’ (Islamic school), 
Dr. Gong Matua Siregar, has incited citizens to reject the presence 
of the church,” she said, adding that a local government official 
admitted to her that the head of the school had pressured him to 
close the church. Panjaitan added that the church had applied for a 
building and worship permit long ago but that authorities had not 
acted on it, and that all necessary administrative requirements had 
been fulfilled. 

The head of the Assembly of Indonesian Muslim Clerics, Haji 
Fahri Harahap, has said it is clear that the residents of the area, 
long predominantly Muslim, do not want a church there. The clo-
sure means 80 people have lost their worship place. Local gov-
ernment officials and Muslim clerics warned church leaders that 
unless the congregation stopped meeting at the site, they would 
not be responsible if protestors burned the church.

Tanzanian court acquits evangelists of ‘illegal preaching’
DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania — A Tanzanian court acquitted 

two evangelists of “illegal preaching” Aug. 12. After 10 months of 
hearings, a Kariakoo area court in Dar es Salaam closed the case 
against Anglican Christians Eleutery Kobelo and Cecil Simbaul-
anga, who were arrested in October 2009 after Muslims invited 
them to participate in a religious debate at which the opponents 
did not appear, but authorities did. 

The two evangelists maintained that no Muslims showed up to 
the neutral site of the supposed interfaith debate until Islamists 
arrived with government security agents who charged them with 
“using religious sermons to incite Muslims and Christians into 
viewing each other with suspicion.” The accusers had claimed that 
the Christians’ message that Jesus is God had annoyed Muslims 
and therefore disrupted a peaceful coexistence between those of 
the two faiths. Kobelo said the Muslims failed to show up in court 
to support their allegation of illegal preaching. 

After the verdict, Christians shouting for joy greeted the evan-
gelists as they left the courtroom, he said. “We are grateful that 
the court has done justice and made its ruling based on Tanzania’s 
constitution that allows for freedom of religion and assembly,” 
Kobelo said. “We thank the Christians worldwide for praying for 
us.”

Baha’i faith leaders receive 20-year jail sentence in Iran
TEHRAN, Iran — Seven top leaders of the Baha’i faith who have 

been incarcerated in Iran since 2008 have each received jail sen-
tences of 20 years after six months of court hearings that ended June 
14, according to the Baha’i World News Service.

Bani Dugal, principal representative of the Baha’i International 
Community to the United Nations, said lawyers plan to appeal the 
verdict. “The allegations are pretty irrational and aren’t very reason-
able,” she said.

The seven leaders served Iran’s minority Baha’i community, 
which hard-line clerics in Tehran consider an illegal sect. The seven 
leaders served as an ad hoc group to meet the needs of the estimated 
350,000 Baha’is in Iran, said Dugal.

The Baha’i faith does not have an ordained clergy but rather elect-
ed leadership in each local community. Although unelected, “they 
were assisting the community” with administrative affairs, marriag-
es and other rites, she said.

Of the two women and five men, six have been in jail since May 
2008 and one since March 2008. They have had limited contact 
with outsiders except occasional visits with family, Dugal said. 
“The conditions are not good from what we hear,” she said.
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