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‘Massive overhaul’ 
NAMB to focus on ‘sending’ churches, new church plants

NAMB graphic

thinking regional — North American Mission Board trustees approved a new regional approach to 
NAMB’s strategy implementation. Regions are broken down as shown in the above map.

Trustees of the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) ap-
proved sweeping changes Feb. 

9, altering the focus, strategy, lead-
ership and organizational structure 
of the Southern Baptist entity. The 
changes come almost five months to 
the day after trustees voted to approve 
Kevin Ezell as NAMB’s president.

The package of changes approved 
by trustees involves four primary ar-
eas: NAMB’s national strategy, a re-
gional approach to how NAMB will 
do its work, an organizational restruc-
turing that will align NAMB’s staff 
chart with its new strategy and four 
new vice presidents who will give 
leadership to key ministry areas.

“This is a massive overhaul,” Ezell 
said. “We believe it’s going to be an 
historic overhaul.”

NAMB’s national strategy — titled 
Send North America — will focus on 
mobilizing missionaries and churches 
for evangelistic church planting. Once 
churches or potential missionaries 
have connected with NAMB, after an 
assessment, NAMB will provide any 
needed equipping and training before 
the missionary or church enters the 
missions field. Evangelism and lead-
ership development will be integrated 
throughout the process.

Alabama Baptists’ evangelism di-
rector, Sammy Gilbreath, is excited 
about the changes related to evange-
lism.

“Evangelism will be an 
important part of NAMB,” 
he said. “And God’s Plan 
for Sharing is safe for the 
next 10 years as a major 
evangelism strategy. 

“Larry Wynn (see story, 
page 3) is a homerun for 
that position,” Gilbreath 
added.

“Sending” churches that 
partner with NAMB will 
have a broad range of participation 
options, up to and including starting a 
church themselves. Smaller churches 
can participate in clusters with other 
churches. All will be encouraged to 
send missions teams, volunteers and 
other resources to directly help and 

partner with church planters on the 
missions field.

Both sending churches and new 
church plants will be expected to con-

tribute to Southern Baptists’ 
Cooperative Program and to 
minister in a manner consis-
tent with the Baptist Faith 
and Message 2000.

“This entire strategy 
points everything we do to-
ward assisting churches in 
planting healthy Southern 
Baptist churches,” Ezell 
said. “Our desire is to mo-
bilize thousands of Southern 
Baptists to be engaged in 

church planting.”
He added, “Right now there are 4 

percent involved; our initial goal is to 
see 10 percent of churches involved in 
evangelistic church planting.”

The Send North America strategy 
will take on a regional focus. NAMB 
trustees approved a new approach to 
the board’s work that will divide North 
America into five regions: Northeast, 
South, Midwest, West and Canada. 
Each region will have its own vice 
president who reports directly to Ezell 
and will work closely with state Bap-
tist convention leaders in that region.

Ezell said state leaders have been an 
integral part of shaping the new direc-

tion for NAMB and that he is thankful 
for the lengths state executives have 
gone to work with him.

“We relate with 42 state associa-
tion executives. It’s vital we work to-
gether — not because we have to but 
because we want to. They have been 
incredible. They, too, have a heart 
to reach North America and they all 
have a heart for reaching the under-
served areas,” he said.

Ezell noted that 80 percent of 
NAMB’s funding to states already goes 
to unreached regions and when money 
starts shifting from Southern states to 
unreached areas, that percentage will 

go even higher. As NAMB funding to 
Southern states is reduced, Ezell said 
state leaders will be able to direct that 
money to specific unreached regions 
of their choosing. NAMB activity in 
the South will continue, Ezell said, 
noting, “We’d be very remiss if we did 
not continue to invest in the South and 
plant churches in those areas.”

Ezell indicated NAMB hopes to 
have new integrated strategic partner-
ship agreements signed with each state 
convention by the end of March.

NAMB will prioritize its efforts 
in 50 population centers throughout

(See ‘Putting,’ page 3)Ezell

Will religious freedom come to Egypt?
By Bob Terry and
Jennifer Davis Rash
The Alabama Baptist

When Egyptian Vice President 
Omar Suleiman announced 

the resignation of President Hosni 
Mubarak on Feb. 11, could this have 
been another “shot heard ’round the 
world,” similar to the start of the Amer-
ican Revolution in 1775?

At press time, no one could say 
for sure, but the world was definitely 
watching and waiting, hopeful that with 
the end of the dictatorial leader’s nearly 

30-year reign would come freedoms 
unknown in that part of the world.

“This could be as significant as the 
fall of the Berlin Wall,” said a Southern 
Baptist representative with Alabama 
ties working among Palestinians in the 
Middle East. “For many years, dicta-
tors have controlled the Middle East, 
so even if other governments don’t 
fall, they will change (as a result of 
Mubarak’s resignation).”

But change in any of the govern-
ments is not guaranteed to bring more

(See ‘Christians,’ page 6)



Ever since the first Baptist periodical was 
published in Alabama, Baptists have known 
that trustworthy communications always 

has a price. Baptists also know that trustworthy 
communications are essential for them to work to-
gether beyond their local church. 

Alabama history records several attempts to start 
a Baptist publication in the 1830s. One historian 
wrote, “During the early history of Alabama Bap-
tists, each pastor and church worked alone with 
little sense of fellowship, cooperation and unity.” 
No common medium provided communication, 
identity, missions information, theological reflec-
tion, religious news and more. 

But lack of financial support doomed the first 
three efforts to start a Baptist paper in the state. 
That is one reason messengers to the 1836 Ala-
bama Baptist State Convention approved plans to 
establish a denominational paper and pledged “in-
dividual and collective influence in support of the 
paper.” 

When The Alabama Baptist first 
appeared in 1843, state Baptists 
declared through a resolution, “It 
(The Alabama Baptist) is a chan-
nel through which the pastors and 
churches of our denomination 
communicate with each other; it 
is a welcome visitor to our fami-
lies; and we are convinced that if 
universally introduced among us, 
it will be an instrument of great power in promo-
tion of the best interest of the denomination and in 
advancing the cause of Christ at large.” 

The convention approved a resolution saying, in 
part, “that we urgently recommend to the brethren 
general to make a strenuous effort to place the pa-
per in every Baptist family in the state.” 

Much has changed since 1843, but the need for 
Alabama Baptists to have a trusted source of infor-
mation remains. And it is still true that trustworthy 
communications always has a price. 

Largest state Baptist paper
Today The Alabama Baptist has the largest circu-

lation of the state Baptist papers cooperating with 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Three of the na-
tion’s ecumenical religious communications asso-
ciations — Associated Church Press, Evangelical 
Press Association and Religion Communicators 
Council — have each named The Alabama Baptist 
the best regional Christian newspaper in America. 
For the past 10 years, The Alabama Baptist has 
consistently been judged among the top three re-
gional Christian newspapers in the nation. 

Despite the many professional honors garnered 
by Alabama Baptists’ state paper, circulation of the 
printed piece has declined over the past 30 years. 
At its height, circulation neared 140,000. That was 
in the late 1970s. By 1995, circulation stood at 
105,000. Circulation rose to 115,000 by the turn of 

the century but has steadily declined to its present 
93,000 Alabama Baptist families who receive the 
state Baptist paper each week. 

The current economic recession took circulation 
numbers below the 100,000 mark in 2009. But the 
changing role of print media in society has been 
eating away at circulation for a number of years.  

Still the essential role of trust-
worthy communications has not 
changed. Members of cooperat-
ing Baptist churches still need the 
news and information about what 
God is doing through Baptists at 
home and around the world. Oth-
erwise Alabama Baptists end up 
back in the 1830s, when “each pas-
tor and church worked alone with 
little sense of fellowship, coopera-

tion and unity.” 
That is why the delivery system for the news and 

information of The Alabama Baptist is expanding. 
In addition to the weekly print edition, an e-edition 
is now available, and breaking news stories are im-
mediately posted on our website (www.thealabam-
abaptist.org). Thousands of readers receive daily 
updates through Facebook and Twitter. 

And like those early days, these new outlets for 
trustworthy communications still have a price. 

In late November 2010, the state Baptist paper 
premiered its e-edition. The e-edition is an en-
hanced version of the weekly print edition. En-
hancements include videos, slideshows rather than 
the single photo on the printed page, audio files 
and links to related stories and ads.  

Feedback from the more than 4,500 people who 
receive the e-edition has been beyond expectation. 
People like the graphics, the color, the enhance-
ments, and many people prefer receiving the paper 
digitally rather than in print form. 

The Alabama Baptist is still on a learning curve 
related to the e-edition. Posting it required faster 
computers to run the new software needed to sup-
port the e-edition. Staff members had to learn new 
programs and add to their workload. But progress 
is evident from week to week. 

During this roll out of the e-edition, it has been 
made available free to any Baptist who would like 
to see it. All we need is an e-mail address to notify 

Comment
Trustworthy Communications Always Has a Price

readers when the new edition is available. Publicity 
has invited readers to try the “free trial subscrip-
tion.”

Some people are asking why the e-edition can’t 
always be free, but just as with the print edition, 
trustworthy communications always has a price. It 
costs to collect the news and information. It costs 
to write and edit the articles. It costs to process all 
of the information, produce trustworthy news and 
distribute it to Baptists across the state. 

Alabama Baptists recognize the importance of 
trustworthy communications through Cooperative 
Program support of the state Baptist paper. But the 
paper has to earn almost 80 percent of its annual 
budget through subscriptions, advertising and oth-
er revenue sources.  

By this summer, when the new delivery system is 
fully developed, a subscription fee will be applied 
to the e-edition of The Alabama Baptist. Individual 
subscriptions will be available as well as church 
subscriptions similar to the plans used for the print 
edition. Alabama Baptists can then get their news 
and information about what God is doing in His 
world in the traditional print format, the digital for-
mat or both formats.

Trusted source of information
The commitment of the state Baptist paper is to 

continue being the trusted source of information, 
inspiration and interpretation it has been for almost 
170 years. Whether in print or digital form, we 
want the paper to continue to be “a welcome visi-
tor” in Baptist homes. 

It is hard to improve on what messengers said 
in 1843. When The Alabama Baptist is placed in 
the home of every Baptist family in the state, the 
trustworthy communication it provides will be “an 
instrument of great power in promotion of the best 
interest of the denomination and in advancing the 
cause of Christ at large.” 

Thoughts
By Bob Terry
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“If ye continue in my word, then ... ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31–32).
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Readers react 
to The Alabama 
Baptist e-edition

“Looks great. You are always 
on the cutting edge, taking 
advantage of the latest 
technology. Thank you for all 
you do. You are the best!”

Ron Holladay
Lowndes County, Ala.

“I like the color and the page 
turning feature. I like the ease 
of getting the paper to show 
up on my computer. But, since 
I am a paper reader and like all 
the information in front of me, 
in larger print and can be read 
in my easy chair, the e-edition 
will not help me much. I used 
to read one particular church’s 
newsletter when they mailed it 
to me. But once I let them start 
e-mailing it to me, I delete it as 
soon as it comes through.”

“Any time I have a resource 
that includes a lot of 
information, a newspaper for 
example, I want it where I can 
glance at the whole and read 
the parts. I am a loyal reader 
and promoter of The Alabama 
Baptist. If it were to only be 
online I would only go to it to 
look for a specific article.”

Julian “Steve” Stephens
Montgomery, Ala.

“Love it. The audio and video 
are terrific additions.”

Linda Harrison
Fultondale, Ala.

“This is fantastic! What a fun 
way to read The Alabama 
Baptist! Great job!”

Denise George
Birmingham, Ala.

“The e-edition looks 
tremendous.”

Craig Gault
Mobile, Ala.

We are interested in your 
feedback. E-mail us at news@

thealabamabaptist.org.

BP photo

a new day — Kevin Ezell (far left), president of the North American Mission Board, discusses strategy with his four new 
vice presidents: (l to r) Larry Wynn, vice president of evangelism; Steve Davis, vice president of Midwest Region; Aaron Coe, 
vice president of mobilization; and Jeff Christopherson, vice president of Canadian Region.  

Who are they?
A brief look at the four new vice presidents of NAMB
North American Mission Board 

(NAMB) trustees approved four new 
vice presidents during a trustee meet-

ing Feb. 9. 
4Larry Wynn, 57, senior pastor of Hebron 

Baptist Church, Dacula, Ga., for the past 33 
years, is NAMB’s vice president of evange-
lism. He will work closely with state conven-
tion partners to lead and equip Southern Bap-
tists in the area of evangelism, with a special 
emphasis on “GPS: God’s Plan for Sharing.”

While at Hebron Baptist, Wynn and the 
church have recorded more than 10,000 bap-
tisms. Wynn earned a bachelor of arts degree, 
majoring in psychology and minoring in reli-
gion, at Mercer University in Atlanta in 1977. 
He also is an alumnus of Luther Rice Semi-
nary in Lithonia, Ga.
4Jeff Christopherson, 46, is NAMB’s vice 

president of the Canadian Region, based in 
Toronto, as part of a regional restructuring. 

A native Canadian, he has served since 
2009 as national church starting team leader 
for the Canadian National Baptist Conven-
tion in Oakville, Ontario. He has worked as 
a church planter in various areas in Canada 
since 1995. He also served as senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, North Battleford, Sas-
katchewan, from 1989 to 1995.

Christopherson earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in communications at Southwest Bap-
tist University in Bolivar, Mo., and a mas-
ter of divinity at Canadian Southern Baptist 
Seminary in Cochrane, Alberta. 
4Aaron Coe, 34, is NAMB’s vice presi-

dent of mobilization, to be based in Alpharet-
ta, Ga.

Coe served from 2003 to 2008 as a NAMB 
church planting missionary pastor in New 
York City, where he helped plant the Gallery 
Church in 2006. In 2008, Coe founded “City 
Uprising,” mobilizing hundreds of volunteers 
in the Manhattan area. In 2009, he initiated 
“SendNYC” for the purpose of mobilizing 

and equipping people to plant churches in 
New York City. 
4Stephen P. Davis, 61, is NAMB’s vice 

president of the Midwest Region, to be based 
in Indianapolis. He has served as executive 
director of the State Convention of Baptists 
in Indiana since 2003.

Davis earned a bachelor of arts degree at 
Dallas Baptist University (DBU), a master 
of divinity degree at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, 
and a doctorate of ministry at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. He also holds an hon-
orary doctorate from DBU.    (BP)

Putting NAMB on ‘strong footing’
(continued from page 1)

North America. The initial 25 cities are 
New York, Washington/Baltimore, Boston, 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in the North-
east; in the South, Atlanta, Miami and 
New Orleans; in the Midwest, Chicago, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, St. Louis, Cleveland 
and Indianapolis; in the West, Los Ange-
les, San Francisco, Seattle, Portland, San 
Diego, Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, Phoe-
nix and Denver; and in Canada, Toronto,
Vancouver and Montreal. Trustees also ap-
proved four candidates for vice presidents 
(see story, this page).

Ezell said he would cover the North-
east and West regions until vice presidents 
can be found. Richard Harris and Carlisle 
Driggers will be NAMB’s ambassadors to 
the South region until a vice president can 
be named. Harris is a retired NAMB vice 
president who served as NAMB’s interim 
president leading up to Ezell’s election. 
Driggers is the retired executive leader of 
the South Carolina Baptist Convention.

Six work groups — all focused on evan-
gelistic church planting — will exist at 
NAMB’s Alpharetta office: evangelism, 
mobilization, equipping, ministry controls, 
communications and missions support. 
Other NAMB ministries such as Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief, mission education 

and social ministries remain but will be 
more specifically focused on supporting 
the evangelistic church planting process.

Larry Gipson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Oneonta, and a NAMB trustee, is 
encouraged about the future of NAMB.

“I think they were very successful meet-
ings that we had this week, and I believe 
that the decisions that were made will put 
NAMB on a strong footing for success as 
we mobilize Southern Baptists for church 
planting in the United States and Canada,” 
he said.

Ric Camp, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Florence, and also a NAMB trust-
ee, agreed.

“The new structure is encouraging and 
will offer a greater accessibility to the re-
sources and personnel of NAMB for all 
areas of North America,” he said. “There is 
a sense that God is putting together a great 
team to facilitate pushing back the dark-
ness of North America. 

“The aspect which is most encouraging 
to me is that as we strengthen the churches 
of North America and add new successful 
church plants, this will afford a stronger 
base and opportunity to assist in fulfill-
ing the Great Commission of sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ globally,” Camp 
added.  (BP, TAB)
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‘The E-word’
Exercise an important biblical 
concept; discipline is the key

Two pastors turn weight battle into ministry
By Lindsey Robinson
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

As he stood in the parking lot of 
New Prospect Baptist Church 

#2, Centre, Pastor Greg Lock-
lear overheard a conversation that 
would change his life. 

“He sure can preach,” Locklear 
heard one man say. “Yeah. But he 
sure is fat,” another said. 

At 6 feet and 360 pounds, Lock-
lear realized he was known as 
much for his size as for the fire 
in his sermons. After a lifetime of 
struggling with his weight, he had 
become “the fat preacher.”  

That was three years ago. Since 
then, the 42-year-old has dropped 
140 pounds. “Last week, I jumped 
on the trampoline with my two 
daughters,” Locklear said.

In August, he started Body 4 Be-
lievers, a free health ministry based 
in Fort Payne, with fellow pastor 
Danny Flora.

Flora, who also battled his 
weight, retired from 30 years of 
pastoral work to help run the min-
istry. Body 4 Believers is based on 
the biblical teaching that our bod-

ies are the temple of God, Locklear 
said.   

Body 4 Believers classes are 
held for an hour and a half one 
night a week in churches across 
the state. In four weeks, partici-
pants learn everything they need to 
know about losing weight without 
sacrificing nutrition. The program 
stresses a healthy combination of 
lean proteins, fats, high fiber and 
basic carbohydrates. 

Each class also provides a clear-
cut gospel message. 

‘I feel better now’
Heather Tierce took the class at 

Centre’s Grace Pointe Church of 
God in October. Since then, the 
self-described “big steak eater” has 
lost 54 pounds. “I feel better now 
than I’ve felt in years,” she said. 

Tierce, who said she’s done 
“every diet out there,” had lost 73 
pounds before she started Body 4 
Believers, but in the classes, she 
learned she was cutting too many 
calories because eating right is 
about energy, not deprivation.

Now Tierce knows how and 

what to eat and plans to never diet 
again.  

“I don’t see me ever doing any-
thing else,” she said.

Flora, who also teaches Body 
4 Believers classes, calls the pro-
gram “nutritional evangelism.” 

Not long ago, he weighed 211 
pounds and suffered from high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol 
and acid reflux disease.

Within 13 weeks of following 
the program, Flora, 57, was down 
to 157 pounds. His blood pressure 
and cholesterol were under control, 
and his acid reflux was gone. “I 
have an energy level that reminds 
me of back when I was 20,” he 
said. 

Locklear and Flora’s wish is that 
Christians would take seriously 
their physical and spiritual health 
so that nonbelievers will look at 
them and want the life they have.

“God’s presence is inside our 
bodies,” Locklear said. “We are the 
church.”

For more information, visit www. 
facebook.com/pages/Body-4- 
Believers/180324178672325.

By John Evans
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

If you want to be more like 
Jesus, then don’t be a couch 
potato. That’s what Rondie 

Wilks believes. 
“I think Jesus was a very disci-

plined person in the flesh who ate 
properly and took care of His body,” 
said Wilks, a certified personal 
trainer and the wife of Bill Wilks, 
senior pastor of NorthPark Baptist 
Church, Trussville.

“If I want to be 
like Jesus, I’m go-
ing to discipline my-
self,” she said. 

Wilks, who 
founded a fitness 
ministry called Liv-
ing Fit, is among 
those urging Ala-
bama Baptists to 
get more exercise, 
not only because it’s 
healthy but also be-
cause it’s biblical.

First Corinthians 
6:19 says, “Do you 
not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own.”

“If the body is God’s temple, 
should we not take care of it?” she 
asked. 

But reports indicate most people 
aren’t. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention indicates 68 
percent of all Americans are over-
weight or obese, common results of 
poor diet and lack of exercise. And 

the state of Alabama is second in the 
nation for number of obese citizens. 

Along with the perils of obesity 
(higher risks of chronic diseases, 
stroke, depression and other prob-
lems, according to the Mayo Clin-
ic), the very act of not exercising 
can be hazardous, experts contend. 

According to the Jan. 5, 2010, 
article “The Hidden Benefits of Ex-
ercise” in The Wall Street Journal, 
medical experts say not exercising 

is as great a health 
risk as smoking, 
resulting in an in-
creased risk of heart 
disease, cancer, ar-
thritis, osteoporosis, 
diabetes, hyperten-
sion and depression. 
Adults who weigh a 
normal amount but 
don’t exercise are 
still at greater risk 
of health problems, 
the article says.

Conversely, for 
adults who exercise 
regularly, the article 

reports a broad range of health ben-
efits cited from the American Col-
lege of Sports Medicine. Exercise 
can reduce the risk of stroke by 27 
percent, the risk of recurrent breast 
cancer by about 50 percent, the 
risk of colon cancer by more than 
60 percent, the risk of developing 
Alzheimer’s disease by about 40 
percent, incidences of high blood 
pressure by about 40 percent and 
incidences of diabetes by about 50 
percent. It also can decrease de-

pression as effectively as the drug 
Prozac or behavioral therapy. The 
article also points to research that 
says exercise can boost the body’s 
immune system, making it easier to 
fight off colds and the flu. 

“I could go on and on about the 
benefits [of exercise],” said Wilks, 
who also noted that exercise helps 
increase muscle mass and bone den-
sity, which are especially important 
as adults age. 

“Just because we get older doesn’t 
mean we have to lose flexibility and 
muscle mass,” she said. 

Even with all its benefits, exer-
cise didn’t come easy to Julie Mor-
ris, a registered nurse and founder of 
Guided By Him, a Christian weight 
loss program. “The E-word was 
something I absolutely didn’t want 
to do,” she said. “I was a couch pota-
to diva and didn’t want to exercise. I 
always said I was too tired and weak 
to exercise.” But Morris discovered 
that exercising actually increased 
her energy. “I didn’t realize until af-
ter I started exercising consistently 
(that) I was tired because I didn’t 
exercise,” she said.

Sarah Morris Cherry, a family 
therapist who is Morris’ daughter, 
said exercise also improves a per-
son’s mood because of the release 

of feel-good brain chemicals called 
endorphins. “Exercise is the best 
way to improve your mood besides 
seeking God,” she said. 

The U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services recommends 
adults get at least two hours and 
30 minutes of moderate-intensity 
exercise a week unless limited by 
a chronic condition. The guidelines 
recommend spreading the exercise 
throughout the week, and it can be 
done in as short as 10-minute incre-
ments. 

Start slow
Morris and Wilks emphasize that 

for those who are inactive, starting 
an exercise routine should be done 
slowly, perhaps starting with five 
minutes a day five days a week and 
adding five minutes each week to 
progressively build up to the desired 
level of fitness. Wilks added that 
people who smoke or have condi-
tions such as high blood pressure 
or diabetes should consult a doctor 
beforehand. 

“People will begin and one min-
ute is so hard for them,” she said. 
“But in a couple of weeks, we do 
two-minute intervals, then three-
minute intervals, and after awhile, 
my clients are burning 1,000 calo-

ries in a workout when before they 
couldn’t stay on for a minute.”

And exercise doesn’t have to be 
hard core, Wilks added, noting it 
can be as simple as taking the stairs 
instead of the elevator, jumping 
rope, doing push-ups or even walk-
ing. Finding an exercise partner also 
helps with consistency, she said. 

“A lot of times people say, ‘I don’t 
have time,’” Wilks said. “What I say 
is, ‘You make time to do things that 
are important to you.’”

If serving God is important to 
you, then exercise should be, too, 
Morris said. “Many of us can’t com-
plete the things He’s called us to do 
because we’re not well enough,” she 
said. “I know He wants us to take 
care of our bodies so we can do the 
things He has called us to do.” 

Wilks added that the discipline 
developed in exercise can be applied 
to spiritual matters as well and it is 
all a gift from God.

“I can do all things through Christ 
who gives me strength,” she said. “I 
can be disciplined because of the 
gift He’s given me.”

For more information about Liv-
ing Fit, visit www.livingfitonline.
com. For more information about 
Guided by Him, visit http://guided-
byhim.com.

Focusing on blood sugar
Body 4 Believers is based 

on Greg Locklear’s weight 
loss journey (see story, this 
page) and 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
which says, “Your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit.” 

It’s also based on Locklear’s 
studies on insulin and blood 
sugar. 

Blood sugar, or blood glu-
cose, is the amount of glucose 
in the blood at any one time.  
Glucose is the body’s main 
source of energy. The pancreas 
releases insulin to keep blood 
sugar from reaching dangerous-
ly high levels after consuming a 
candy bar or sugary drink.  

Locklear describes insulin as 
the “trash truck” of the body, 
carrying energy from food and 
storing it as fat. But if blood 
sugar is controlled and insulin 
levels are kept low, then the 
body will use food energy in-
stead of converting it to flab.   

Body 4 Believers participants 
receive a business card with 

seven key food combinations to 
prevent blood sugar spikes: 
4Lean protein
4Lean protein and fibrous 

carb, such as green beans or tur-
nip greens
4Lean protein, fibrous carb 

and natural carb, such as pota-
toes 
4Fatty protein and fibrous 

carb
4Balanced foods, such as 

peanut butter, some cereals and 
certain beans, that contain a bal-
ance of proteins, carbs and fats
4A balanced food and fi-

brous carb
4“Believer-approved” op-

tions, which include homemade 
recipes carefully calculated 
to ensure a healthy balance of 
carbs, fats and proteins 

With these combinations, the 
pounds slide off quickly — and 
healthfully. 

“It works every time, for ev-
ery Believer,” Locklear said. 

(TAB)

“I know He wants us 
to take care of our 
bodies so we can do 
the things He has 
called us to do.”

Julie Morris
Guided By Him
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Former NAMB trustee O’Guin sentenced for fraud 
ST. LOUIS — A former Southern Baptist pastor and North Amer-

ican Mission Board (NAMB) trustee was sentenced Feb. 4 to eight 
months in prison for mail fraud. The United States Attorney’s Office 
in St. Louis announced the sentencing of Danny O’Guin, former pas-
tor of Parker Road Baptist Church, Florissant, Mo. O’Guin pleaded 
guilty in November to one of four federal charges stemming from a 
scheme to get money from church members under false pretenses.

Prosecutors say O’Guin exploited his position as a religious lead-
er to convince church members to loan him money despite their res-
ervations about the transactions.

According to his indictment, O’Guin would tell elderly church 
members he needed loans to repair residences he owned out of state. 
He advised church members to “keep quiet” about the loans, and 
when they inquired about repayment he would borrow money from 
other church members to settle the debt.

In some cases he wrote letters promising repayment or sent checks 
with “mistakes” on them. In one instance, authorities say, he wrote 
a check for $1,125 to satisfy a debt of $10,125. When the lender 
pointed out the error, O’Guin sent a substitute check that bounced.

O’Guin was pastor of the suburban St. Louis congregation from 
2006 until February 2009. He resigned after allegations against him 
prompted conflict in the church. Before that O’Guin was pastor of 
Tower Grove Baptist Church, St. Louis, for 10 years. He was elected 
as a trustee of NAMB in 1999 and in 2003 and chaired the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention’s credentials committee in 2008. In addi-
tion to prison, O’Guin was ordered to pay restitution of more than 
$100,000. The case was investigated by the FBI and the Postal In-
spection Service. 

Court rejects ‘birther’ challenge by former SBC officer 
SAN FRANCISCO — The California Supreme Court declined 

Feb. 2 to hear a challenge to Barack Obama’s election as president 
filed by plaintiffs including a former officer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC). Justices declined to review an October ruling by 
California’s Third District Court of Appeals dismissing a lawsuit by 
former diplomat Alan Keyes and Wiley Drake, a Southern Baptist 
pastor who served as second vice president of the SBC in 2006–07, 
alleging that Obama does not qualify to be president because he is 
not a natural-born citizen. 

Drake, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Buena Park, Ca-
lif., ran for vice president of the United States as Keyes’ running 
mate on the American Independent ticket in California in the 2008 
election. After the election Drake and Keyes filed a lawsuit, along 
with party official Markham Robinson, claiming election officials 
should not have allowed Obama’s name on the ballot without verify-
ing that he met eligibility requirements to hold office.

The lawsuit is one of a number of so-called “birther” lawsuits 
against Obama’s election filed by individuals or groups who disbe-
lieve the president’s claim that he was born in Hawaii to an Ameri-
can mother, thus establishing his citizenship.

Drake, Keyes and Robinson are also plaintiffs in a similar com-
plaint in federal courts now pending before the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

2010 IMB photos reveal hurting, hoping world
RICHMOND, Va. — In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus vowed that 

when He returns, He will ask His followers if they helped the hungry 
and thirsty, the naked and the sick, the strangers and the prisoners.

“Truly I say to you, to the extent you did it to one of these brothers 
of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me,” Jesus said (Matt. 
25:40b).

If He had spoken in the year 2010 rather than the first century, 
perhaps He might have expressed it this way: “Did you comfort and 
feed the earthquake survivors of Haiti or the flood victims of Paki-
stan? Did you visit the homeless boy sniffing glue on a train plat-
form in India? Did you search out the people all over the world who 
have never heard of Me? Did you befriend the followers of other 
religions — or no religion — who don’t know that I am Lord? Did 
you encourage My persecuted children who are suffering for My 
sake?” Southern Baptist workers and their ministry partners did all 
those things during the course of last year. And International Mis-
sion Board photographers were with them. 

Visit a slideshow at http://bit.ly/e8Rk0A and revisit some of the 
places and people they touched in 2010, a year that witnessed great 
human suffering — and glimpses of hope. For more information on 
hunger-related issues in the United States and around the world, visit 
www.bread.org. 

‘How is this going to end?’  
Birmingham bombing survivor tells of hope, love
By Ashley Anderton
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

The title of the Sunday morn-
ing sermon was to be “A 
Love That Forgives.”

That was the message 14-year-
old Carolyn Maull McKinstry 
anticipated hearing from John H. 
Cross on Sept. 15, 1963, at Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church in Bir-
mingham. 

But the sermon was never deliv-
ered.

Instead, at 10:22 a.m., a home-
made bomb placed outside the 
church by Ku Klux Klan members 
blew a large hole in a wall of the 
building. Killed instantly were De-
nise McNair, Carole Robertson, 
Addie Mae Collins and Cynthia 
Wesley — McKinstry’s friends who 
were in the girls’ rest room.

Just minutes before the bomb ex-
ploded, she had been speaking with 
her friends in that same bathroom. 

Long before the bombing oc-
curred, Sixteenth Street Baptist, 
the first black church built in Bir-
mingham, had become a regular 
meeting place for civil rights lead-
ers. Because of its connection to the 
civil rights movement, the church 
became a target of the Klan.

After the bombing, McKin-
stry struggled to make sense of 
the crime, asking herself over and 
over again, “Where were all the 
good people — the Christian peo-
ple — who sat in all the churches 
on Sunday mornings and heard the 
message of loving their neighbor? 
Where were those people? Why 
didn’t they come to help?”

This was not the only bombing 
that she would experience. Later 
a bomb exploded just across the 
street from her house, knocking her 
younger brothers out of their bunk 
beds. Her home was damaged, as 
were neighbors’ homes.

“Bombing was a way of life in 
Birmingham,” McKinstry said re-
cently. “But no one even pretended 
like they were fixing anything. The 
bombs just kept going off. And I 
kept thinking, ‘How is this going to 
end?’ You’re puzzled because you 
don’t see an end.” 

These events motivated her to 

share her story of forgiveness in 
a new book, “While the World 
Watched: A Birmingham Bombing 
Survivor Comes of Age During the 
Civil Rights Movement,” published 
by Tyndale House. 

After the bombing that damaged 
her home, McKinstry began to feel 
a calling upon her life and believes 
God started preparing her for a spe-
cial ministry.  

She went on to graduate from 
Fisk University in Nashville and 
work for BellSouth 
in Birmingham for 
22 years. In 2002, 
McKinstry’s calling 
prompted her to retire 
from her job and en-
roll in Beeson Divin-
ity School at Samford 
University in Bir-
mingham.

In 2008, she re-
ceived a master of 
divinity. 

“Part of my go-
ing back to divinity 
school had to do with 
the pain I still felt,” McKinstry said. 
“I said, ‘I’m going to go back and 
study and see if I can figure this 
thing out.’”

She met Denise George, who 
teaches a writing class at Bee-
son, where her husband, Timothy 
George, serves as dean.

Historical importance 
“Carolyn was a student when I 

met her,” said Denise George, who 
helped McKinstry write the book 
and get it published. “We sat down 
to have lunch and started talking. I 
grew up in the South and had heard 
of the church bombing, but I never 
put it into perspective. It was like 
all the pain and hurt didn’t matter 
to anyone. I knew her story had to 
be told.”

Both women realized how impor-
tant it is that younger generations 
know what happened during that 
era so that history does not repeat 
itself.

For George, helping to write the 
book proved challenging in several 
ways.

“First, it was such a powerful 

story and because Carolyn was 
my friend, I wanted it to be told 
just right to be effective,” she said. 
“Second, it was all historical and 
everything had to be documented 
accurately. Last, it was such a deep-
ly and emotionally painful topic to 
talk about. A lot of these people 
were church-going people. They 
would go to church on Sunday 
and hear about loving their neigh-
bor and then would be involved in 
bombings and beatings.”

Finally, there was 
the endeavor to avoid 
the dryness with 
which some histori-
cal accounts are con-
veyed in books. 

“I wanted it to read 
like a story,” George 
said. “I want peo-
ple to see how God 
doesn’t cause pain 
and tragedy, but He 
always brings some-
thing good from it. 
When we go through 
something like this, 

if we allow God to use us, we can 
become ‘wounded healers’ and 
can offer people hope. Carolyn is 
now ministering to other people in 
Christ because of it.”

In fact, for 25 years now, McKin-
stry has been offering her message 
of love, forgiveness and reconcili-
ation by sharing her story around 
the country whenever she has been 
asked to do so. Last week, she was 
in Virginia for a live “700 Club” ap-
pearance.

“People like hearing the story be-
cause of the good ending,” McKin-
stry said. 

“And it seemed, every time I 
spoke, I felt better too because the 
story touched people’s hearts. They 
would cry with me and hug me. I 
think the greatest blessing God has 
given me is to see there are more 
people like me in the world than 
those who planted the bomb in Bir-
mingham.”

To purchase the book, visit www.
thealabamabaptist.org and click on 
the LifeWay Christian Stores but-
ton. To contact McKinstry, e-mail 
cmckinstry@bellsouth.net.

Shea honored by Grammy Awards
Prominent gospel singer and 

longtime Billy Graham associ-
ate George Beverly Shea received 
a lifetime achievement award at 
the 53rd annual Grammy Awards 
Feb. 12 in Los Angeles.

At 102, Shea is one of the oldest 
living persons to be honored by the 
recording academy.

Shea was working at a Christian 
radio station in Chicago when his 
baritone voice caught Graham’s 
attention.

“Mr. Graham phoned me 
and then wrote me and asked 
me in 1947 to become a part 

of his team,” Shea recalled.
Shea sang at almost every Gra-

ham crusade for 60 years.
According to Guinness World 

Records, he has sung before more 
people than anyone else — an es-
timated combined live audience of 
220 million people. 

60 years with Graham
Shea said his favorite part of a 

crusade was watching the waves of 
people stream forward after Gra-
ham gave the altar call.

During his 80-year career, Shea 
recorded more than 70 albums and 

wrote several popular worship 
songs. He was nominated 10 times 
for a Grammy and won in 1965.

“Someone said, ‘Why have you 
been doing this all these years?’ I 
put my thumb up to the air toward 
heaven, and I said I’ve been doing 
it for Him,” Shea said.

Shea said his faith keeps him 
going at 102.

“I don’t know when heaven 
will loom up for me, but we have 
to look forward to it,” he said. “I 
hope there will be an organ up 
there to play. Oh, boy, I love organ 
music.”  (RNS)



BALDWIN
4Eastern Shore Women’s Min-

istry, Inc. will hold its seventh an-
nual women’s conference Feb. 25–
26 at Jubilee Church, Daphne. 
Sessions will be Friday from 7 to 9 
p.m. and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The theme will be Wake 
Up — My People. Dove award- 
winner Clay Crosse will lead wor-
ship. Speakers will include Aaron 
Fruh, pastor of Knollwood Church, 
Mobile; Margaret Kennedy of 
Threads of Hope Ministry in Do-
than; Linda Johnson of Mount He-
bron Church Ministries in Mobile; 
Marjorie Searcy, speaker, songwrit-
er and vocal coach, of Fairhope; 
and Renee Crosse, wife of Clay. 
Lunch is included. For information 
call Linda Powell at 251-454-9145 
or visit www.easternshorewom-
ensministry.com. Paul Matthews is 
pastor.

birmingham
4Green Valley Church, 

Hoover, will host The Strength 

COFFEE
4Mount Pleasant Church, 

Enterprise; New Home Church, 
Enterprise; Union Grove 
Church, Chancellor; and West-
view Church, Enterprise, will 
hold joint revival services at Mount 
Pleasant Feb. 27–March 2. Services 
will be Sunday at 6 p.m. and week-
nights at 7. Steve Bruce is pastor of 
Mount Pleasant, Cliff Quincey is 
pastor of New Home, Randall Pear-
son is pastor of Union Grove and 
Rick Hayes is pastor of Westview. 

ETOWAH
4Jerald Adams, pastor of 

Paden Church, Gadsden, will 
celebrate 15 years as pastor of the 
church and 40 years in the minis-
try Feb. 20, 10:45 a.m. Lunch and a 
reception will follow at 1 p.m. with 
Gary Cardwell, director of mis-
sions for Etowah Association, as 
guest speaker. 

limestone
4Clements Church, Athens, 

will host Greater Vision in concert 
Feb. 20, 6 p.m. For information call 
256-729-1328 or visit www.clem-
entsbaptist.org. Tim Anderson is 
pastor.

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN
4Donald Vaughn is the new 

pastor of Mount Zion Church, 
Collinsville. He previously served 
as a pastor in Sand Mountain As-
sociation. He and his wife, Linda, 
have two grown daughters.

MOBILE
4Mickey Henderson is the 

new minis-
ter of music 
and worship 
for Dauphin 
Way Church, 
Mobile. He 
comes from 
First Church, 
North Spar-
tanburg, S.C., 
where he 
served for six 
years. He also 

s e r v e d 
churches 
in Mis-
sissippi, 
Louisiana and Georgia for 26 
years. Henderson holds a bach-
elor’s degree in music voice and 
master of music from Mississippi 
College in Clinton and master 
of church music from New Or-
leans Seminary. He also has done 
post-graduate studies at South-
western Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. Henderson and his wife, 
Teresa, have two children. Adam 
Dooley is pastor.4Sage Avenue 
Church, Mobile, will host former 
University of Alabama football 
player Siran Stacy Feb. 20, 10:50 
a.m. For information visit www.
sageavenuebc.org. The church also 
will celebrate its 60th anniversary 
March 20, 10:45 a.m. Sid Nichols, 
former pastor and current director 
of missions for Calhoun Associa-
tion, will speak. Lunch will follow. 
For reservations visit www.sageav-
enuebc.org. Phil Boyles is pastor 
of Sage Avenue.
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Team Feb. 20, 4 p.m., at its Upward 
basketball season celebration in the 
family life center. The team also 
will perform during the evening 
service at 6 p.m. For information 
call 205-822-2173. Bobby DuBois 
is interim pastor.

CENTRAL
4Second Church, Weogufka, 

will hold a Valentine’s banquet Feb. 
20, 5 p.m., with Brother Billy Bob 
Bohannon. Brandon Baird is pas-
tor. 

CLARKE
4Stave Creek Church, Jack-

son, will hold a Getting Back to 
the Bible campmeeting Feb. 25–26. 
Services will be Friday at 6 p.m. 
and Saturday at 9 a.m. Ted Tray-
lor, Lucky Teague, Chris Kynard, 
Roscoe Wentworth, Don Rushing, 
Wilton Bennett and Pastor Jamie 
Lay will speak. Bill Weide will lead 
the music. Gospel quartet Southern 
Image will provide special music.  

henderson

(continued from page 1)
freedom, the Southern Baptist rep-
resentative said. It could lead to 
more oppression just as likely as it 
could lead to greater freedom.

“We should be in serious prayer 
that it will lead to freedom,” he 
said.

An Alabama Baptist who has 
lived and worked extensively in 
Egypt said the turmoil has never 
been about religion, but the results 
will impact religious people.

‘Could be tipping point’  
“For Christians, it is a clear indi-

cator, that we can do what just yes-
terday seemed to be impossible,” he 
said just hours after the announce-
ment of Mubarak’s resignation.

“This could be a tipping point for 
the future of Egypt,” he said, not-
ing maybe now the three official, 
Egyptian government-issued Visas 
available for Baptist workers can 
be used. “Alabama Baptists should 
be aware that there are believers in 
Egypt looking to them as partners 
in terms of prayer support. It is the 
political hot button right now, but 
when this goes away and things 
stabilize, Alabama Baptists need to 
continue to pray for what’s happen-
ing in Egypt (and the Middle East) 
... and that there will be a greater 
awareness on the part of believers, 
more boldness in sharing the gos-
pel and a sweeping revival.”

Arab Christian leader Nabil 
Costa agreed prayer is needed, es-
pecially for leadership that believes 
in religious freedom.

“I believe that God is very much 
at work in our region, and we need 
to see the changes that are hap-
pening in Egypt ... and in Tunisia, 
from this perspective,” said Costa, 
executive director of the Lebanese 
Society for Educational and Social 
Development. “I see God opening 
up new opportunities before us.

“The Church has an integral role 
to play in the community and for the 
good of the nation, and so we need 
to pray for the Church leadership 
and for our brothers and sisters that 
they may take courage to pursue 
the good works that God prepared 
in advance for them to do in Egypt,” 
he said, adding the same would be 
true for Tunisian Christians.

The Baptist representatives also 
asked for prayer for the people of 
Jordan, Yemen and the Palestinians.

“With democracy comes the 
freedom of thought and the pos-
sibility of considering new ideas,” 
the Southern Baptist representative 
said. “This revolution could lead to 
an openness for the gospel that we 
have not experienced before in the 
Middle East.”

Arab Christian leader Bader 
Mansour, secretary of the Associa-
tion of Baptist Churches in Israel, 
said, “We hope the regime will be 
replaced with a real democracy, 
where the voice of the people is 
heard and also minorities (Chris-
tians are the biggest minority in 
Egypt) are protected and have free-
dom to worship as they wish.

“Arab countries have been living 
under dictatorship for too long,” 

he said. “It is great to see Egypt, 
the biggest Arab and Middle East 
country, make a big step towards 
democracy.

“As a Christian Arab, I feel proud 
... as Christians in Egypt took part 
in the great peaceful demonstra-
tions,” he said. “I had tears in my 
eyes watching Dr. Ehab Kharrat, 
one of the leaders of the Evangeli-
cal Church in Egypt, speak to the 
hundreds of thousands of people 
(mainly Muslim) at Tahreer Square 
(Freedom Square). He shared from 
the Bible, and a group from his 
church sang a few Christian songs. 
... He also told the crowds about 
another young man 2,000 years ago 
(Jesus Christ), who went against 
corruption and injustice.”

The Kharrat example demon-
strates Christians are actively in-
volved in what is happening in 
the Middle East, Mansour said. 
They are contributing in positive 
ways even though their presence 
has been weakened in the last few 
years, he noted.

‘Working together’
“Christians have a special role 

in the Middle East to be salt, and 
I am glad the followers of Jesus in 
Egypt were able to contribute and 
present the love of Christ to all,” he 
said. “I am glad that this has been a 
victory for Muslims and Christians 
working together, less than two 
months after the terrible massacre 
of Christians at Easter Eve in Alex-
andria where Muslim fundamental-
ist groups were involved.”

Thank you very much for 
your prayers. It is such an 

encouraging reminder for us 
that we are not alone but a part 
of God’s one family.

Due to the recently imposed 
curfew, all our evening services 
were cancelled. So we decided 
to hold a prayer meeting every 
day from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

While we shared our fears 
during those times, we also 
shared what we were learning 
and what God was saying to 
them. Here are a few examples 
of what people said:

“I remembered what Nehe-
miah did when he heard the bad 
news about the destruction of his 
city and I repented and wept.”

“I recognized that in this hard 
time I should not think about my 
own needs but think of who my 
God is (Ps. 63).”

“I feel that the Lord is calling 
each one of us to be ‘a watchman 
for the people’ (Ezek. 33:7). It is 
time for us to stop being selfish 
and go out to encourage those 
who are afraid.”

“The church is safe. Even if 
we have one loaf of bread, we 
will share it.”

“It is time for believers to test 
their principles and values.”

How different is the way be-
lievers see things. 

One of the positive things that 
we gained through these tough 
days was getting closer with our 
Muslim neighbors. After the po-

lice disappeared and the chaos 
started, we had to stand together 
to watch and protect our homes 
and neighborhoods, and that 
was the first time after years of 
tension between Muslims and 
Christians. We see the crisis as a 
bridge for us to reach them.

Prayer requests
Please pray with us that the 

leadership that comes after 
Mubarak will give more free-
dom for the Egyptian church and 
grant us the right to carry on the 
Great Commission freely and 
plant new churches without the 
restrictions we’ve had. 

Pray that we may have wis-
dom to discern when and how to 
interact with the government in 
the coming period.

Pray that the Lord might en-
able us as a church to restore and 
maintain our vision. There is a 
lot of destruction in the coun-
try. We need to be positive and 
active in our communities and 
serve our people practically to 
rebuild and restore. The coming 
days are a golden chance for us 
to interact with people.

Pray that the Lord may com-
plete His healing for His wound-
ed children from fear and all 
the negative feelings mentioned 
above. 

(Condensed from a letter writ-
ten by Mounir Malaty, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Cairo, 
Egypt)

Christians ‘have special role’ in Middle 
East; Baptists urged to continue praying

Baptist pastor in Egypt  
describes life for his church
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‘God wants us here’
NAMB missionaries Tom and Marla Polak reach Indianapolis’ inner city 

NAMB photo

baptismal waters — NAMB missionary and pastor Tom Polak baptizes Joe Massey during a 
recent service at Cornerstone Christian Fellowship in downtown Indianapolis. 

NAMB photo

helping people — Tom 
and Marla Polak are North 
American Mission Board Week 
of Prayer missionaries based in 
Indianapolis.

Robert Maul is the India-
napolis 2011 version of 
the widow best known for 

her “mite,” who Jesus described 
as having “put in more than all of 
them. For all these people have put 
in gifts out of their surplus, but she 
out of her poverty has put in all she 
had to live on” (Luke 21:1–4).

Maul, 62, foraged the sidewalks, 
curbs and streets of Indianapolis, 
pocketing lost coins — picking 
up a penny here, a nickel or dime 
there. His painstaking work — all 
on foot — would add up to a sacri-
ficial $25 contribution to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering. By the 
way, Maul was homeless.

Poor in the pocketbook but not 
in spirit, Maul is a former heroin 
addict who liked to 
fight. He served five 
different sentences 
in an Indiana peni-
tentiary. He slept 
under bridges and 
interstate overpass-
es. But through the 
ministry of North 
American Mission 
Board (NAMB) 
missionary Tom 
Polak, Maul was 
redeemed by the 
Lord.

Polak and his 
wife, Marla, are 
only two of more 
than 5,000 mission-
aries in the United States, Canada 
and their territories supported by 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
fering (AAEO) for North Ameri-
can Missions. They are among 
the NAMB missionaries featured 
as part of the annual Week of 
Prayer, March 6–13. With a theme 
of “Start Here,” the 2011 AAEO’s 
goal is $70 million, 100 percent of 
which benefits missionaries like 
the Polaks.

“Robert came to a block party 
we had about a year ago,” Polak 
recalled. “He came, had his lunch, 
listened to music and somewhere 
along the line, somebody wit-
nessed to Robert and shared the 

gospel. He was saved that day, a 
Saturday. The next day, Robert 
was in our church service and he 
began to come every Sunday.” 

“He was baptized and he’s been 
very faithful. Now, a year later, 
you see the growth in him — he’s 
very genuine, very sincere. He’s 
really been quite an encourage-
ment to me to see what God can do 
in a person’s life,” Polak said.

In 1995, the Polaks left a Kan-
sas City ministry for Indianapolis, 
where Polak began serving as di-
rector of the Metro Baptist Center 
in the inner city and as pastor of 
Cornerstone Christian Fellowship. 

“We are here helping people, 
ministering to people, praying, 
evangelizing and giving people a 

place to go,” he said. 
“We minister to the 
people who live 
in the downtown 
Indianapolis area, 
who are homeless, 
low-income people 
— people who are 
struggling.”

Although the 
52-year-old Polak 
pastors an inner-
city church and ad-
mits “we don’t have 
a lot,” he encour-
ages new Christians 
like Maul to find a 
way to give.

“These are peo-
ple who themselves are standing 
on the corners asking for money. 
These are people who are home-
less. But I encourage them to give 
what they can to Annie Armstrong. 
I tell them the money is going to 
missionaries who are sharing the 
gospel around the country. I did 
that for about three weeks, leading 
up to the Sunday we took up the 
Annie offering.”

Self-sacrificing
On that Sunday, Maul had a sur-

prise for Polak.
“Robert calls me over and he 

hands me this large cylinder and it 
has some weight to it. I asked him 

what it was, and he told me it was 
his offering. ‘I’ve been finding this 
money and have been dedicating 
it to the Lord,’ Robert told me. I 
thought of the woman with the two 
pennies who gave all she had,” Po-
lak said. “That’s Robert.”

Polak said Christians don’t al-
ways meet the “Roberts” of the 
world. “We may see them on the 
corner or may bump into them 
downtown, but do we see them as 
people who may have made mis-
takes, maybe have issues or prob-
lems? You know God loves these 
folks and has a plan for them, and 
He can use them in many ways.”

On a typical day, Metro Bap-
tist Center runs a food and cloth-
ing pantry for the needy, offers 
job placement services and sub-
stance abuse assistance. Polak 
and his staff not only try to min-
ister to a person’s physical needs 
— as important as they are — 

but also to their spiritual needs.
“When a person comes in and 

they are in need and hurting, they 
see we’re here for them. They 
see a genuine concern in us. That 
makes them more open to hearing 
the gospel and for prayer. They’re 
more apt to open up and tell you 
where they’re coming from and 
what their real needs are.”

Help from churches
In addition to harvesting the 

“Roberts” for Christ, Polak also is 
encouraged by the mission groups 
— seven last summer — who 
travel to Indianapolis from South-
ern Baptist churches around the 
United States — using sports and 
construction ministries to reach 
lost people, especially youth.

“For instance, we had a won-
derful adult and youth group from 
Collinsville, Okla., who came to 
do a week-long sports camp in one 
of the low-income housing proj-
ects.” 

Inner-city kids were coached in 
basketball, football, baseball and 
golf. More importantly, they heard 
about Christ.

Born and raised in Syracuse, 
N.Y., Polak earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Howard Payne Uni-
versity in Brownwood, Texas, and 
a master of divinity from Midwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City, Mo. Although he 
went to school and served as a 
pastor in Texas and Missouri, he 
said he’s more comfortable in the 
North.

“I’m in a place where I feel God 
has called me,” Polak said. “I have 
a great assurance that God wants 
me here for this time and that’s a 
great feeling. I like using my tal-

ents and abilities on the things God 
has gifted me with so I’m able to 
put them into practice and help 
people.

“Indianapolis is a wonderful 
city,” he added. “It’s a clean city, 
an active city with many activities 
and things to do. The Christian 
organizations here work together 
well. We see tremendous needs of 
homelessness, mental illness and 
drug addiction. But we’re trying 
to address these issues. We have 
about 80 churches in central Indi-
ana working together.”

Polak and Marla, a native of To-
peka, Kan.; an occupational thera-
pist; and a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Kansas in Lawrence, have 
five children: Hannah, Rachel, Ca-
leb, Moriah and Joel.   (NAMB)    

WorldCrafts launches new brand, website
WorldCrafts has officially 

launched its new branding 
campaign, which includes a new 
website, www.WorldCrafts.org. 

The new website features easier 
navigation, streamlined products, 
larger images and new party ideas.

WorldCrafts underwent re-
branding in 2010, which resulted 
in a new vision, mission statement, 
tagline, logo and colors. The new 
WorldCrafts mission statement is, 
“WorldCrafts and its local partners 
develop fair-trade businesses that 
provide sustainable income and of-
fer eternal hope for impoverished 
people throughout the world.”

“WorldCrafts represents artisans 

whose skills are extraordinary. Our 
desire is to tell their stories and 
show their crafts in 
ways that help our 
customers under-
stand the needs, the 
quality of the crafts 
and the resulting 
change that comes 
from the purchase of 
a WorldCrafts prod-
uct,” said Andrea 
Mullins, World-
Crafts director. 

“Every story is one of dignity 
and hope because of the ministry 
of WorldCrafts.”

 With a new brand and website 

in place, WorldCrafts’ goal is not 
only to strengthen the relationship 

with their current 
customer base but 
also to reach out to 
potential custom-
ers, including those 
not familiar with 
national Woman’s 
Missionary Union 
(WMU) or the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention, who 
are interested in 

fair-trade, world impact and min-
istry.

WorldCrafts is a division of 
WMU.   (WMU)
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Hindu nationalists beat Christians for distributing literature
RAJWADA, India — Hindu nationalists beat three Christians 

who were distributing Christian literature Jan. 6 in Kolhapur dis-
trict.

The Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC) reported that 
Akhil Prasanna, Shiju Mathew and Thomas George of the Satveda 
Mission were distributing gospel tracts when they were surround-
ed by nearly 35 Hindu extremists from the Bajrang Dal. 

The nationalist extremists grabbed the tracts, tore them up, 
shouted profanity at the Christians and falsely accused them of 
forced conversion before taking them to the Rajwada police sta-
tion.

Officers forced them to pledge that they will cease any future 
Christian work, according to the GCIC.

Pastor Johnson George, director of the Satveda Mission, told 
Compass Direct News that while the Christians were later run-
ning errands at a market, the extremists pounced on them and 
beat them, as well as kicked them, pushed them to the ground and 
stomped on them. The Christians rushed back to their campus in 
Nagadev and later went to Kerala for medical treatment.

Prasanna and Mathew were discharged after treatment for minor 
injuries, but George underwent further treatment for backbone in-
juries at Sree Sankara Hospital, Changanassery, Kerala, according 
to the GCIC. 

Police raid Uzbek church, plan to prosecute members
SYRDARYA, Uzbekistan — Police in the central Syrdarya re-

gion raided an unregistered Baptist church and are preparing to 
prosecute members of the church. The police confiscated religious 
literature for “expert analysis,” though it was bought from the reg-
istered Bible Society. 

Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church spoke of the 
difficulties his church faces in Uzbekistan. 

He noted in particular a ban on missionary activity, opening 
Orthodox schools, and inability to get state permission for new 
parishes. 

The state Committee on Religious Affairs refused to discuss 
these issues. Elsewhere, two short-term Baptist prisoners of con-
science have been released. Judge Bobojonov, as he initially intro-
duced himself, of the court which convicted the Baptists, changed 
his mind about what his name was after asked why the Baptists 
were jailed.

Police major Asliddin Mirzayev — who stopped the two Bap-
tists — refused to explain why the men were jailed. “It’s our se-
cret,” he said.

Indian Christian convert beaten for leaving Hinduism
SIRISGUDA, India — In Sirisguda, Jagdalpur, on Jan. 12, 

Hindu extremists beat a Christian for leaving Hinduism, seriously 
injuring him.

Pastor S.S. Jhali told Compass Direct News that Itu Veko of 
Obedient Life Church decided to trust in Christ for his salvation 
a year ago and since then, area extremists have been threatening 
him. 

Hindu extremists led by Jintu Gond verbally abused Veko for his 
faith, ordered him to return to Hinduism and repeatedly beat him, 
Jhali said, describing an injury to Veko’s head as life-threatening. 

He received treatment at a government hospital.
Area Christian leaders submitted a complaint to police in 

Badanji Thana, but no arrests had been made at press time. 

Hindu extremists attack Christians during prayer meeting
ODISA, India — Hindu extremists from the Bajrang Dal beat 

Christians during their prayer meeting Jan. 16 in Odisa, Konta, 
seriously injuring them.

Pastor Wycliff Sayar told Compass Direct News about 15 Chris-
tians from Konta Independent Church were praying when a group 
of extremists stormed in and began verbally abusing them for fol-
lowing Christ. 

Sayar said most of those gathered were converts from Hinduism 
from a tribal background.

The Christians received hospital treatment for injuries on their 
heads, hands, legs and backs. 

Photo courtesy of CrossPoint Church

growing in christ — Men from area churches gather at CrossPoint Church, Trussville, Jan. 
28–29 for Men’s Weekend 2011. Steve Farrar was the keynote speaker. 

‘Spiritual muscle’
Men’s Weekend 2011 makes significant impact on attendees
By John Evans
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Churches from different 
denominations banded to-
gether Jan. 28–29 to help 

men grow in Christ. 
Men’s Weekend 2011, hosted by 

CrossPoint Church, Trussville, in 
partnership with more than a dozen 
other churches, featured Christian 
author and speaker Steve Farrar. 

Farrar addressed the sanctuary 
full of men on topics ranging from 
the evidence of God’s work in a 
man’s life to combating anxiety.

“Never in my adult life have I 
seen so many Christian men so 
worried and anxious, experiencing 
sleepless nights unsure what the 
future holds for them, their chil-
dren or their grandchildren,” he 
said, going on to encourage the au-
dience to have faith in a sovereign 
Father.

Life is a poem
“You don’t need to lose sleep at 

night,” Farrar said. “God runs the 
whole world.”

Farrar spoke to the men about 
trials in life, urging them to think 
of life as a poem.

“If you think there’s no rhyme 
or reason (in life), let me ask you 

this,” he said. “Does every word in 
a poem rhyme? You don’t get to the 
rhyme until you get to the end of 
the line.”

Suffering, Farrar said, brings 
spiritual growth.

“That’s how God 
builds spiritual 
muscle in His men, 
through suffering, 
not through an easy 
life,” he said.

Farrar explored 
what he said are 
the 10 evidences 
of God’s work in a 
man’s life, which 
focused on His sov-
ereignty. 

The 10 evidences 
Farrar gave were 
God is in control 
of devastating loss; 
God is in control of 
every event in life; 
God is in control of all assign-
ments; God is in control of griev-
ous setbacks; God is in control of 
broken hopes; God is in control of 
prolonged waiting; God is in con-
trol of powerful people; God is in 
control of all promotion; God is 
in control of all weather, famine, 
drought and natural disasters; and 
God is in control of all that’s good 
and bad.

As an example of God’s control 
of all assignments in life, Farrar 
addressed what a man can do when 
he has been placed somewhere he 
doesn’t naturally enjoy. 

“Keep a teachable heart,” Far-
rar said. “Say, ‘What do you have 
for me, Lord? What do I have to 
learn?’”

He pointed to the story in Gen-
esis in which Joseph went to prison 

in Egypt even though he did what 
was right as an example of God be-
ing in control of grievous setbacks.

Farrar told the men that God is 
with believers during setbacks. 

“When you can’t see your way 
out, you trust in 
Him,” he urged the 
men. 

Farrar spoke on 
a number of other 
subjects including 
parenting, what to 
look for in a wife 
and how to handle a 
crisis.

“[I was really 
impacted when Far-
rar talked] about us 
having a true Fa-
ther, how we need 
to have more faith 
and less worry, 
which is a difficult 
thing to do no mat-

ter how much you read it in the 
Bible,” said Monte Montgomery, 
an attendee from ClearBranch  
United Methodist Church in Truss-
ville.

Things to work on
Ryan Whitley, CrossPoint’s 

senior pastor, believes the men’s 
weekend, which is set to happen 
again next year, had a significant 
impact on those who attended.

“Some guys left going to work 
on their marriage,” he said. “Some 
guys are going to work on spiri-
tual discipline. Some left with the 
strength that they may have lost 
their job but they’re going to trust 
God. 

“So I think all the guys left with 
things they’re going to be working 
on,” Whitley added. 

CORRECTION
The article “FBC North 
Mobile education pastor, 
wife see God’s love through 
Down syndrome child” 
printed in the Feb. 3 issue of 
The Alabama Baptist had an 
incorrect phone number for 
Heather Messick. The correct 
number is 251-591-3191.

Farrar
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Crusaders — FBC Pinson in Birmingham 
Association won the Crusaders (4th–6th grade)
division at the Feb. 4–5 basketball tournament.

older challengers — Woodbridge Baptist Church, 
Mobile, in Mobile Baptist Association won the Older Chal-
lengers (10th–12th grade) division.

Young challengers — Woodbridge Baptist 
Church, Mobile, in Mobile Baptist Association won 
the Young Challengers (7th–9th grade) division. 

Anniston/Oxford hosts 2011 RA/Challenger basketball tournament

Bieber: ‘I believe Jesus died ... for my sins’
With a smooth voice, a sig-

nature mop of hair and 
a string of hits, Justin 

Bieber has accumulated millions of 
fans and sold 3.7 million albums in 
the United States last year.

Now Bieber’s handlers are show-
casing another side of the 16-year-
old pop sensation: Christian icon 
for the tween set.

Bieber’s faith is on display in the 
new 3-D concert film/documentary 
“Justin Bieber: Never Say Never,” 
which hit theaters Feb. 11. Para-
mount Pictures has screened the 
movie for faith leaders across the 
country and distributed spiritual 
discussion guides 
— the same tools 
used to promote 
“The Passion of 
the Christ” and 
“The Blind Side” 
as family-friend-
ly fare.

“People will 
walk away [from 
the movie] 
knowing faith is 
very important 
to him,” said 
Scooter Braun, 
Bieber’s manager 
and one of the 
film’s producers. 
“As a Christian, 
he’s someone 
to look up to … 
When [fans] are 
getting the real person is when they 
can connect to that person.”

Bieber has never shied away 
from faith. He was singing Chris-
tian songs on YouTube before he 
became famous. His born-again 
Christian mother, Pattie Mallette, 
has shared her spiritual conversion 
on a Christian TV show and openly 
shares her beliefs and Bible verses 
with 281,000-plus Twitter follow-
ers.

Bieber’s come-from-nowhere 
climb to become the fourth top-sell-
ing artist of 2010 has given a higher 
profile to his Christian beliefs and 
background, which he also ad-

dressed in last fall’s autobiography, 
“First Step 2 Forever: My Story.”

“I believe that Jesus died on a 
cross for my sins,” Bieber told Bill-
board last November. 

“He’s the reason that I’m here.”
On his November single “Pray,” a 

departure from his typical pop oeu-
vre, Bieber sings, “I close my eyes 
and pray / I close my eyes and I can 
see a better day.” The music video, 
seen more than 21 million times 
on YouTube, ends with the written 
message, “God speaks in the silence 
of the heart. Listening is the begin-
ning of prayer.”

In the new 3-D film, fans will 
see Bieber ex-
pressing his 
faith — several 
scenes show 
Bieber praying 
before concerts, 
and Mallette dis-
cusses how God 
brought stabil-
ity to her life as 
a single teenage 
mother.

Paramount’s 
spiritual resource 
guide suggests 
the movie “pro-
vides an oppor-
tunity to teach 
our children 
about the power 
of hope, prayer, 
faith and family.” 

It lists discussion points and Bible 
verses related to the movie, such as 
“the power of prayer” and “the im-
portance of godly friendships.”

David Tai, one of the pastors at 
the Christian Assembly of Suburban 
Chicago, Carol Stream, Ill., said af-
ter a recent screening that while the 
film’s faith message is subtle, he 
might use the movie as an illustra-
tion to discuss “how authority and 
responsibility go hand in hand.”

Diane Winston, a scholar in me-
dia and religion at the University of 
Southern California, says its “per-
fectly natural” for Paramount to 
market “Never” to spiritual leaders.

“Many [Christians] might not 
have known Justin Bieber was one 
of them,” she said. “[This cam-
paign] reminds them [the movie] is 
a wholesome product they can take 
a child to see.”

It’s also not unusual for teen pop 
stars to use “the language of faith 
to widen their audience and project 
a clean pop image,” Winston said, 
citing Miley Cyrus and the Jonas 
Brothers as examples.

A different message
“For young stars, particularly in 

those murky young teenage years, 
it’s a quick, reliable way to show 
parents you are not going to be of-
fering a sexually explicit message,” 
Winston said.

In other words, it’s a different 
message than the one by pop sen-

sation Katy Perry — the daughter 
of Christian pastors — in her song, 
“Peacock”: “Come on baby let me 
see / What you’re hiding under-
neath.”

While Braun said the movie may 
earn Bieber more Christian fans, he 
dismissed the idea Bieber’s faith is 
being used as a marketing tool.

“There are some stars who speak 
their faith because they’re trying to 
do outreach to that audience and 
there are others who share that side 
of their lives because that’s who 
they are,” Braun said, “and I think 
that’s just who Justin is.”

“When there are 20,000 people 
chanting your name night after 
night after night, if there’s no sense 
of faith, if there’s not a sense of 
something bigger than yourself, you 
can get lost.”

Braun, who’s Jewish, said he en-
courages Bieber’s faith because “I 
think it’s so important.” He said the 
two regularly pray the Shema, Ju-
daism’s most central prayer, before 
the start of each concert.

Winston said one potential set-
back to Bieber promoting his 
Christianity is that he may be held 
to a higher moral standard; Cyrus’ 
wholesome image, for example, 
took a beating after a pole dancing 
episode at a 2009 awards show.

Braun, for one, isn’t worried.
“There’s going to be mistakes 

I’m sure [he’ll] make as a young 
man, like we all make,” Braun said. 
“But overall he has a really good 
heart and he’s a very intelligent kid 
... For him it’s about living his life 
to be the best example he can be for 
others.”   (RNS) 

RNS photo

family of faith — Justin 
Bieber (left) and his mother, 
Pattie Mallette, are both born-
again Christians.

Justin Bieber’s mother opens 
up about faith, church, spotlight

Phil Boatwright, author and 
movie reviewer, recently 

sat down with Pattie Mallette, 
Justin Bieber’s mother, for an 
interview. 

Q: When did Justin make 
his profession of faith?

A: He was really young, 
around 5 or 6. … I told him it 
was his decision. He couldn’t 
make it because of Mommy. It 
has to be because of your own 
heart. And he kept telling me that 
he understood. And when he was 
8 or 9, he wanted to be baptized. 
So, I let him.

Q: I assume it’s difficult to 
attend church on a regular ba-
sis with your schedule.

A: When we can, we go on 
Sunday mornings wherever we 
are. And there are some churches 
that have live streaming webcasts 
that we watch and pray through.

Q: What’s the most diffi-

cult aspect of this new celebrity?
A: The pressure — for both of us. 

Justin is under a tremendous amount 
of pressure as a role model to an en-
tire generation. So many kids are 
looking to him. As teenagers, we 
all make mistakes. Fortunately and 
unfortunately, he’s in the public eye.

Q: And the best part?
A: Favor with people. Freedom to 

be able to travel. We feel like we’re 
on this incredible journey. We’re so 
incredibly blessed. 

Q: You’re a single mom. 
A: I was never married. I came to 

the Lord when I was 17, but shortly 
after accepting Christ, I went back 
to making my own decisions and 
got pregnant. Realizing what I had 
done, I came back to God whole-
heartedly, begging Him to forgive 
me. It’s really an incredible testi-
mony of God’s mercy and grace. 
And the genuine love of people at 
the church who encouraged me.

Q: Does Justin have a father 
figure in his life?

A: Oh, his dad is a part of his 
life. He doesn’t travel with us 
and he’s not with us all the time, 
but his dad’s in his life. They talk 
on a regular basis and he visits 
when he can.

Q: How do you keep your 
son grounded?

A: Through prayer. By sur-
rounding him with good people, 
people who will hold him ac-
countable, and by constantly 
reminding him that he’s here 
for a reason. “To whom much is 
given, much is required.” So, we 
just have to keep him lifted up in 
prayer.

Q: I understand that there 
are prayer groups who pray 
for him, daily.

A: As a mother, that is so good 
to hear, because prayer is so 
powerful.   (BP)

Photos courtesy of Steve Stephens
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Moundville’s Pleasant Hill rebuilds after suspicious fire
By Neisha Fuson
The Alabama Baptist  

The four deacons reverently 
made their way toward the 
altar, Communion plates in 

hand. Their feet moved in unison 
as they walked shoulder to shoul-
der. One man handed the bread 
plate to the pastor; he took the 
bread and prayed as the congrega-
tion remembered Christ. The first 
Communion in Pleasant Hill Bap-
tist Church’s new building was a 
meaningful event.

On April 14, 2009, the Mound-
ville church burned to the ground. 
Authorities suspected arson be-
cause the fire started in both wings 
of the church, which also had been 

robbed the night before. The case 
is still open.

Assured by God’s sovereignty, 
Pastor Chuck Weaver and his con-
gregation did not give up. Two 
weeks after the fire, the Alabama 
Baptist State Board of Missions 
(SBOM) provided a mobile cha-
pel, courtesy of Cooperative Pro-
gram funding. 

The Hale Baptist Association 
church missed only two Sundays 
of worship; it began gathering 
again May 3 in the mobile chapel 
on its property. 

In March 2010, 112 Carpenters 
for Christ volunteers, Bold Mis-
sion Builders and Johnson City 
Brick Layers of Tennessee began 

constructing a new building, a task 
that seemed impossible for the ru-
ral church. Rebuilding came with 
the hefty price tag of $125 per 
square foot. 

“We didn’t know all it would 
take to rebuild but God did,” 
SBOM Disaster Relief Strategist 
Mel Johnson said. 

Outside help
The community and other 

churches also served Pleasant Hill 
Baptist in its time of need. Mound-
ville United Methodist Church and 
Indian Mounds Baptist Church, 
Moundville, provided housing, 
showers and food for the volunteers 
who came to construct the building.

After many prayers, lots of plan-
ning and thousands of hammered 
nails, more than 200 people gath-
ered Feb. 6, 2011, for the building 
dedication service. Smiles, hugs 
and tears filled the sanctuary that 
still smelled of fresh paint. “Keep 
me in your will, so I won’t get 
in your way” played through the 
sound system as Weaver made his 
way to the front. 

“That song’s been our theme 
song around here since the fire,” 
he said.

“Without Him, nothing you see 
today would be possible,” Weaver 
shared through tears. “We got out 
of His way and let Him do what 
He wanted. Today we’re here to 
celebrate Him.”

But the dedication service was 
not just for the church building. 

“Before you got here, this was 
just a building,” Weaver said to 
those in attendance. “You are the 
church. We can dedicate this new, 
beautiful space, but it can’t go out 
and tell others about Jesus.

“As I see you examining this 
building, I challenge you today 
to examine yourselves and see 
how you measure up,” he said. “I 
challenge you to dedicate your-
selves today and say, ‘Unless the 

Lord builds me, I build in vain.’ ”
Bill Wallace, director of mis-

sions for Hale and Cahaba asso-
ciations, was one of those in at-
tendance.

“The spirit here is amazing. I’m 
grateful to God for what He’s do-
ing in this church,” Wallace said, 
noting that as he visited during the 
reconstruction, he saw deacons, 
members of the community and 
congregation and even children 
helping serve the church and re-
build.  

Bright future
Since the fire, Pleasant Hill has 

grown from around 40 to 50–60 in 
regular attendance. 

Seven believers took the plunge 
Jan. 2, when the church held its 
first baptism service in its new 
building. 

Joe Shaw, a deacon at Pleasant 
Hill and the oldest member of the 
church, garnered loud applause 
when he said, “Before the fire, we 
were not in debt. Today we are in 
this new church building and it is 
paid for.” 

Johnson added, “This is a spe-
cial day. Take this as marching or-
ders: Change this community for 
Christ.”

Photo by Neisha Fuson

Everything new — More than 200 people attend the dedication service for the new building 
of Pleasant Hill Church, Moundville. The previous building was lost to a fire nearly two years ago.

Photo by Neisha Fuson

Communion shared — Deacons pass the Communion plates 
down the rows at Pleasant Hill Church, Moundville, on Feb. 6.

‘Shocking’ Planned Parenthood videos 
renew calls for federal defunding 

Another series of videos se-
cretly recorded at Planned 

Parenthood clinics — in this 
case apparently showing its em-
ployees agreeing to aid sex traf-
fickers whose prostitutes are in 
their early teens — has renewed 
calls for the federal government 
to defund the country’s largest 
abortion provider.

From Feb. 1–8, the pro-life 
organization Live Action re-
leased video footage from 
hidden-camera investigations at 
six clinics that showed Planned 
Parenthood staff signaling co-
operation with a self-described 
pimp in testing for sexually 
transmitted diseases, provid-
ing birth control and/or abor-
tions for his alleged, under-age 
sex workers. The pimp and, in 
some cases, a prostitute who 
accompanied him to the clinics 
were actors doing undercover 
work for Live Action.

The clandestine videos were 
shot at Planned Parenthood 

for which statistics are avail-
able. PPFA recently issued 
new rules requiring at least one 
clinic per affiliate to perform 
abortions.

The video stings showing the 
willingness of Planned Parent-
hood staff to assist in the sex 
trafficking of girls as young 
as 14 years of age are the lat-
est — and likely most damag-
ing — in a series of undercover 
investigations Live Action has 
conducted during the last four 
years.

A previous hidden-camera 
project by Live Action caught 
Planned Parenthood employ-
ees in Alabama, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Indiana and Tennessee 
seeking to cover up alleged 
child sexual abuse, prompt-
ing some state investigations. 
Another video sting showed a 
counselor at a Planned Parent-
hood clinic in Wisconsin pro-
viding erroneous information 
about fetal development.   (BP)

clinics in New Jersey, New York 
and Virginia from Jan. 11–14, ac-
cording to Live Action.

Rep. Mike Pence, R.-Ind., called 
for passage of his bill, the Title X 
Abortion Provider Prohibition 
Act, to eliminate federal funds for 
Planned Parenthood after the first 
video was released.

‘An outrage’
Calling the activity of a clinic 

worker on the video “an outrage,” 
Pence said Feb. 2, “Every Ameri-
can should be shocked that an 
employee of the largest recipient 
of federal funds under Title X has 
been recorded aiding and abetting 
underage sex trafficking.

The Planned Parenthood Fed-
eration of America (PPFA), which 
has 95 affiliates and 865 health 
centers nationwide, showed in its 
2008–09 report it received $363.2 
million in government grants and 
contracts during the year. Its affili-
ates performed more than 324,000 
abortions in 2008, the latest year 
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The Alabama Commission on 
Improving State Government

By Jim Williams
Special to The Alabama Baptist

One of Gov. Robert Bent-
ley’s first acts in January 

was to issue an executive order 
creating the Alabama Commis-
sion on Improving State Gov-
ernment. The state is facing the 
possibility of substantial budget 
cuts in the middle of its current 
fiscal year, plus even bigger re-
ductions in the year to come. The 
purpose of the commission is to 
study and recommend ways for 
Alabama government to manage 
these cutbacks and become more 
efficient and effective. 

Biggest criticisms
There have been a number of 

such commissions in the past, 
and the two biggest criticisms 
of them are that they cost money 
at a time when we can’t afford it 
and we don’t need more studies 
on the shelf but rather action. 

This commission is designed 
to minimize costs by taking ad-
vantage of available resources. 
Members will include business 
leaders as well as government of-
ficials, and all will serve without 
pay. Staff work will be done by 
state employees at no additional 
cost. Each state agency will ana-
lyze its programs to recommend 
restructuring and reductions. 
Prior commission reports from 
Alabama and elsewhere will be 
analyzed for recommendations 
that can reduce costs and im-
prove services. The Legislature 
and the judicial system are doing 
their own independent reviews. 

The Public Affairs Research 
Council of Alabama (PARCA) 
and other research organizations 
will participate. There will be a 
website for the public to offer 
suggestions as well.

Everyone wants results but it 
would be foolish not to exam-
ine the options to make sure that 
recommendations actually will 
work as intended. For example, 
in a recent PARCA opinion sur-
vey, 68 percent of respondents 
approve of reorganizing state 
agencies and 55 percent ap-
proves of releasing nonviolent 
prisoners as ways to cut state 
costs. However, the governor 
and Legislature should have an 
analysis of the expected impact 
on expenditures, employment, 
service quality and public safety 
before approving specific mea-
sures in these and other areas.

A number of states have 
achieved big improvements in 
government from study com-
missions of this type. The work 
of The Commission for a New 
Georgia stands out, in part be-
cause of an implementation staff 
that turned recommendations 
into action. Alabama can profit 
greatly from studying the initia-
tives of our next-door neighbor 
and considering those that have 
the highest value for us. 

EDITOR’S NOTE — Jim Wil-
liams is executive director for 
the nonprofit, nonpartisan Pub-
lic Affairs Research Council of 
Alabama. Jim may be contacted 
at jwwillia@samford.edu.

PC
Alabama Baptist Giving
Year to Date through January 31, 2011

JANUARY

YEAR TO DATE

Alabama Cooperative Program Gifts

CP Challenge Budget Goal.................................$3,641,666
CP Challenge Budget Gifts.................................$3,546,541
Under Goal for Month..............................................$95,125

CP Challenge Budget Goal.................................$3,641,666
CP Challenge Budget Gifts.................................$3,546,541
Under Goal for Year..................................................$95,125

More than 1,600 volunteers help pack 320,976 meals at Shades Mountain Baptist Church, 
Vestavia Hills, for the Feed My Starving Children program. They set up packing stations in the 
Christian Life Center in late January. Volunteers ranging from fourth graders to senior adults 
packed enough meals to feed 879 children for one year. 

Shades Mountain volunteers help feed hungry children
Photo by Susan Stevens

Dream come true
Miss University of Mobile: Epilepsy ‘made me stronger’
Cierra Giles, a junior from 

Gilbertown majoring in 
early childhood and el-

ementary education, was crowned 
Miss University of Mobile on Feb. 
5. She will compete in the Miss 
Alabama pageant June 8–11 at 
Samford University in Birming-
ham.

“As a little girl I dreamed of 
holding a title but never thought I 
would,” Giles said. 

“I’m just very excited and very 
honored.”

Her main goal as Miss Universi-
ty of Mobile is to promote her plat-
form, Volunteerism in America.

“We often use our time more for 
ourselves than others,” she said.

Giles plans to work with two or-
ganizations that improve the lives 
of children. 

She will work in a mentoring 
program with Wilmer Hall in Mo-
bile, which provides a home for 
children who have no home or 
who cannot live with their natural 
parents.

Helping children
“I want them to know they aren’t 

alone,” she said.
Giles also plans to work with 

Camp Grace in Mobile, which 
hosts different camps for children 
with disabilities.

Giles, who was diagnosed with 
epilepsy when she was 9 years old, 
said, “Since I have a disability my-
self, Camp Grace is very close to 
my heart. I want to let these chil-
dren know that they can still have 
dreams.  I want to be a support and 
encouragement to them.”

Giles said her epilepsy “has 
made me stronger as a person. It 
humbled me and challenged me.”

The first runner-up for Miss 
University of Mobile was junior 
Rebekah Clements, of Lacey’s 
Spring. Clements also won the 

Photo courtesy of University of Mobile

crowning moment — Cierra Giles, a junior early childhood 
and elementary education major, waves to the audience after be-
ing crowned Miss University of Mobile on Feb. 5. 

talent portion of the competition.
The second runner up was 

sophomore Joanna Canning, of 
Irvington. Canning also won the 
swimsuit portion of the competi-

tion as well as Miss Congeniality.
The recipient of the Peoples 

Choice Award was freshman Alex-
andra McKinley, of Stone Temple, 
Ga.   (UMobile)

U.K. Catholics concerned about dangers 
of witchcraft influenced by Harry Potter
The Roman Catholic Church in 

England and Wales, worried 
about the growing influence of Har-
ry Potter and his team of young wiz-
ards, has published a guide aimed 
at helping teenagers deal with 21st 
century witchcraft.

The British church’s publishing 
arm, the Catholic Truth Society, 
said its booklet, “Wicca and Witch-
craft: Understanding the Dangers,” 
offers advice to parents who find 

their children showing an interest in 
Wicca, paganism and the occult.

The society said it was concerned 
by the growing popularity among 
youths of the Potter stories and oth-
er aspects of witchcraft bordering 
on hero worship.

Elizabeth Dodd, the author and a 
former Wiccan who became a Catho-
lic, said Catholics should find “ways 
... to bring witches and Wiccans to  
Christ and His church.”   (RNS)
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CHURCH POSITIONS
pastor: Hatton Baptist Church, Leigh-
ton, Ala., is prayerfully seeking to fill the 
position of full-time pastor. Resumés/vid-
eos may be sent to: Paul Johnson, 255 
Johnson-Hale Road, Muscle Shoals, AL 
35661.

pastor: Riddles Bend Baptist, Rain-
bow City, Ala., is seeking a full-time pas-
tor. A Southern Baptist congregation of 
approximately 155. Resumés may be 
sent to: bedwell3@aol.com or faxed 256-
413-0008.

pastor: Calvary Baptist Church is cur-
rently accepting resumés through April 
30 for a full-time experienced Southern 
Baptist pastor. If possible, send DVD of 
sermon with resumé. Mail to: Calvary 
Baptist Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 740236, Tuscumbia, AL 
35674.

pastor: Gilliam Springs Baptist Church 
in Arab, Ala., is prayerfully searching for 
God’s man to serve as pastor. Resumés 
and recommendations should be sent to: 
rlamon@gilliamsprings.org.  

Bivocational Pastor: Steele Bap-
tist Church, St. Clair Association, is 
prayerfully seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Please submit resumés to: Pulpit Com-
mittee, 3811 Pope Avenue, Steele, AL 
35987.

Minister of Music/Minister of 
Education: The Baptist Church at 
McAdory in McCalla, Ala., is seeking 
a full-time minister of music/minister 
of education to lead the music minis-
try as well as plan and direct the edu-
cational programs of the church. For 
more information, call 205-477-8265 or 
e-mail resumés to: churchatmcadory@ 
bellsouth.net, subject: Personnel.

Worship Pastor: Seeking God’s 
man as worship pastor for First Baptist, 
Jensen Beach, a vibrant congregation 

ministering to 700 weekly attendees. 
The worship ministry’s current structure 
is praise bands and teams with support 
choral offerings and augments doctrinal 
expository preaching. For position details 
and how to apply, check www.fbjb.com. 

Interim part-time Minister of 
Music: CrossRoads Baptist Church in 
Hayden, Ala., is prayerfully seeking an in-
terim part-time minister of music. Please 
send resumé to: connie89@me.com or 
fax to 205-647-3881.  

College Pastor: Seeking college 
pastor with weekly preaching responsi-
bilities at multi-site church. Send resumé 
to: FBC, P.O. Box 400, Jacksonville, AL, 
36265, or dstaples@fbcjville.org by Feb. 
28.

Student Minister: Grades 6th–12th, 
part-time. Send resumé to: Student Min-
ister, Ridgecrest Baptist Church, 912 
31st Street East, Tuscaloosa, AL 35405.

Youth Minister: Montevallo First 
Baptist Church is currently seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Please call the 
pastor at 205-665-2566. 

part-time Student Minister: Lib-
erty Hill Baptist seeking part-time stu-
dent minister. Send resumé to: kent@ 
libertyhillonline.org or mail to: LHBC, 
5800 Co. Rd. 37, Clanton, AL 35045.

Interim Student Minster: Cen-
tral Park Baptist, Decatur. Minimum 25 
hours/week. Needs to be available to 
attend staff meetings. 2020 Westmeade 
Street SW, Decatur, AL 35601. 256-355-
4628. Send resumé to: Personnel Com-
mittee at address above.

Youth/Children’s Minister: Brent 
Baptist Church currently accepting re-
sumés for youth/children’s minister with 
secondary ministry education. Resumés 
accepted until March 31. BBC Search 
Committee, 470 Mychael Lane, Centrev-

ille, AL 35042.

part-time Children’s Minister: 
Underwood Baptist Church in Monte-
vallo is currently seeking a part-time 
children’s minister to work with our 1st  
through 8th grade students. Please e-
mail resumés to: info@underwoodbaptist. 
com.

Part-Time Children’s Ministry 
Director: Spring Valley Baptist Church 
seeks part-time children’s ministry direc-
tor. E-mail resumé and references to: 
churchoffice@springvalleybaptistchurch.
org or mail to: P.O. Box 978, Springville, 
AL 35146. 

other positions
secretary: Central Park Baptist in 
Decatur. Maintain our website and re-
cords, assist with publications and other 
general clerical support. Hours: Mon-
day–Thursday, 1–5 p.m. (16 hours/week). 
2020 Westmeade Street. SW, Decatur, AL 
35601. 256-355-4628. 

business
Short-term Mission Opportu-
nities: Short-term mission opportu-
nities across the globe are available 
through T.I.M.E. Ministries. Visit www.
timeministries.com to see the possibili-
ties and opportunities. Contact Larry at 
256-319-2080.

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION: egive-
usa.com — Good stewardship made 
easy. Please call or e-mail us for a free 
brochure. 1-866-303-6623 or brad@
egive-usa.com.

Live Telephone Broadcast Ser-
vice:  Live telephone broadcast service. 
100+ listeners. Broadcast your church 
services to shut-ins using a standard 
telephone line. Local toll-free access 
number, no per minute charges. All call-
ers muted for a noise-free connection. 
$45 per month flat rate 1-800-611-8837 
or sales@goodsoundco.net.

CONSTRUCTION
CHURCH BUILDING PROJECTS: Let 
Webb Builders help your church expand 
its facilities. Large or small projects. 
Your plans or use our custom-design 
building services. State licensed with 
25+ years experience. Call Webb Build-
ers, Inc., 334-285-9302. Millbrook,  
Ala. Numerous church references avail-
able.

TRAVEL/VACATION
Vacation pool home for rent: 
3 BRs, 2 BAs, private heated pool. Fully 
furnished. Fifteen minutes to Disney 
World and other Orlando attractions. 
$575/week plus tax. Call 404-862-1629 
or e-mail: cejc739@gmail.com for details.

Gulf Shores Plantation: Beach 
side, 2 BRs, 2BAs, 7 pools, hot tubs, ten-
nis, golf, much more. Book early, direct 
from owner. 205-477-4347.

Affordable Beachside Vaca-
tion Condos: Gulf Shores and Orange 
Beach. Rent direct-Christian family own-
ers. Lowest prices on the beach.  Spring 
special: 4 nights efficiency unit (2 adults 
and kids) $444 includes everything  (1, 
2, 3 bedroom units also available).  Even 
lower prices for those in the ministry.  
205-556-0368, 205-752-1231, www. 
gulfshores.com.

LOG CABIN: Lake Guntersville area, 
beautiful view and fully furnished. Dis-
counts to ministers. Log onto www. 
paradisevista.net to see pictures. Call for 
reservations at 205-540-3600.

for sale
coach bus: 49-passenger coach bus 
for sale. Year 1996, Van Hool Model: T-840, 
body: coach, engine: M11 Cummins, 
transmission: automatic, luggage: over 
head and under floor, price: $65,000. Pic-
tures available at www.cropwellbaptist. 
org. Contact Mike at 205-338-6174 or 
205-288-8107.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT OF THE ALABAMA BAPTIST, 
205-870-4720, EXT. 102, OR E-MAIL ADS@THEALABAMABAPTIST.ORG. COPY DEADLINE IS TWO WEEKS BEFORE PUBLICATION.

Market Place

Want to 
know God?

By Pastor Greg Cotter
Harmony Baptist Church, Andalusia

It’s a wonderful thing 
to “know” that you are 

saved. I am sure a statement 
such as this has crossed your 
mind before, “When I face 
death, will I have heaven to 
call home?”

Do you feel that if you saw 
exactly what the Bible taught 
about God’s salvation plan 
you would believe it? And if 
you read it, then would you 
be willing to obey the Scrip-
tures?

There are four basic prin-
ciples to understand and fol-
low:

1. All have sinned. “For all 
have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). If all have sinned, then 
that means I have sinned and 
you have sinned. We are all 
guilty before God.  

2. There is a price on sin. 
“For the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 6:23). Here 
is a paraphrase of what that 
means: “Because man has 
sinned, he is dead spiritually. 
If man dies physically while 
he is dead spiritually (never 
being born again by the Spir-
it of God), then he will suffer 
eternal death.” Eternal death 
means separation from God 
in hell.

3. Jesus Christ paid for our 
sin.  “But God commendeth 
His love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8).  Jesus paid the price of 
sin for all the world (see John 
3:16) — that includes me and 
you. 

4. You must receive Jesus 
by faith. “That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart, man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the 
mouth, confession is made 
unto salvation” (Rom. 10:9–
10). 

Do you believe what you 
have read? Are you willing to 
give your life to Jesus?

samford
University 

4Cumberland School of Law 
to Present Symposium: Samford 
University’s Cumberland School 
of Law will present the annual Bio-
tech Symposium on Feb. 18. For 
more information, call 205-726-
2418. 
4School of Arts to Feature 

Pianist: School of the Arts’ Davis 
Architects Guest Artist Series and 
Samford’s Fletcher and Nell Morris 
Piano Competition present pianist 
Anne-Marie McDermott on Feb. 
18 at 7:30 p.m. in Brock Recital 
Hall. For more information, visit 
www.samford.edu/arts/tickets or 
call 205-726-2853.
4Women Studies Specialist 

to Give Fowler Lecture: Samford 
University will host author Susan 
M. Shaw on Feb. 22 at 10 a.m. in 
Reid Chapel. Shaw is a writer and 
frequent speaker on many topics 
related to Southern Baptists, femi-
nism and women.

The 2011 Marie NeSmith Fowler 
lecture topic is “Living Like Wea-

sels: Passion, Risk, Vocation and 
Your Future.” 

Sponsored by Samford’s Chris-
tian Women’s Leadership Center, 
the lecture series honors the late 
Mrs. Fowler, a Samford graduate 
from Hartselle. Fowler was one of 
the first female pharmacists and 
pharmacy owners in the state. 

The Fowler lecture series is open 
to the public. 

For more information, call 205-
726-4194 or e-mail cwl@samford.
edu. 
4School of Arts to Present 

Cello Concert: Wei Liu, a cellist, 
will perform in Brock Recital Hall 
on Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 205-726-2851.
4School of Arts to Host Guest 

Composer Concert: The Music of 
Samuel Adler will be presented in 
Brock Recital Hall on Feb. 24 at 
7:30 p.m. For more information, 
call 205-726-2851.
4New Accelerated Second 

Degree Nursing Program: March 
1 is application deadline for Sam-
ford’s new accelerated second de-
gree bachelor of science in nursing 
program. The program offered by 

Samford’s Ida V. Moffett School of 
Nursing enables those who already 
hold a bachelor’s degree in a field 
other than nursing to earn a nursing 
degree in 15 months.

Students complete the nursing 
degree in four semesters includ-
ing a full summer term, going into 
nursing clinical courses the first se-
mester.  

Students who apply now will be-
gin classes in the fall. Applicants 
must hold a baccalaureate degree 
in another field with a minimum 
grade point average of 2.8 on a 4.0 
scale, and meet certain require-
ments in several science courses.

Applications are available online 
or by contacting Jan Paine at 205-
726-2746. For more information, 
go to the nursing school website at 
nursing.samford.edu.

University 
of Mobile

4Honor Band to Present 
Concert: The University of Mo-
bile Honor Band will present a 
concert Feb. 26 at 1 p.m. in Ram 

Hall. For more information, con-
tact the University of Mobile 
Center for Performing Arts at 251-
442-2420.

Judson 
college

4Chosen Vessels Dance 
Group Returns to Judson Col-
lege: Judson College will host the 
performing group Chosen Vessels 
Dance on March 3 at 7 p.m. in 
Alumnae Auditorium.

Chosen Vessels is a performance 
ensemble ministry that fuses 
dance, drama, music and the spo-
ken word. 

The ensemble is dedicated to ex-
ploring the use of cultural expres-
sion as a catalyst for social change 
and spiritual growth.

As part of its mission and out-
reach effort, the ensemble presents 
annual workshops, lecture demon-
strations and performances. The 
concert is open to the public.

For more information, call 334-
683-5179 or visit www.chosenves-
selsdance.com.
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Southern Sudan to become 
world’s newest country
Southern Sudan will secede from 

its counterpart in the north to 
become the world’s newest coun-
try this July after the official results 
from January’s referendum were 
announced earlier this month. 

Nearly 99 percent of the approxi-
mate 4 million voters chose to sepa-
rate after decades of civil war. Mo-
hammed Ibrahim Khalil, chairman 
of the southern Sudan referendum 
commission, which organized the 
vote, said the process was “peace-
ful” and “transparent,” noting that 
no one showed up to appeal the re-
sults, according to CNN. 

The commission met with Su-
danese President Omar al-Bashir 
and First Vice President Salva Kiir 
on Feb. 7 and presented them with 
the results. National television net-
works reported that al-Bashir gave 
his commitment and acceptance of 
the referendum results.

President Barack Obama also 

pledged the United States’ support 
and recognition of southern Sudan 
as a sovereign and independent 
country come this summer. Many 
southern Sudanese refugees living 
in neighboring countries are expect-
ed to return to southern Sudan as it 
gains its independence.

But less than a week after the offi-
cial results were released by Khalil, 
violence broke out in southern Su-
dan between the region’s military 
and rebel militants leaving more 
than 100 dead.

Even though the fighting had sub-
sided at press time, there remains 
concerns about the difficult road 
that lies ahead as southern Sudan — 
which is one of the poorest, least de-
veloped areas in the world — seeks 
to govern itself. However, many Su-
danese Christians are hopeful that 
this newfound independence will 
open more doors for the gospel and 
Christianity.  (TAB)
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2010 pro-life Super Bowl ad 
featuring Tebow wins award
The National Religious 

Broadcasters has announced 
it will present its award for 

Best Television Commercial to Fo-
cus on the Family for last year’s Su-
per Bowl ad featuring Tim Tebow 
and his mother, Pam. 

The ad, it turns out, helped save 
at least one life. 

“It created a national dialogue 
about the true definition of choice 
as it pertains to the issue 
of abortion,” the group 
said. 

The award will be pre-
sented in late February. 

The Barna Group es-
timated that more than 
5 million people recon-
sidered their position on 
the issue of abortion after 
viewing the ad, and at 
least one woman contact-
ed Focus on the Family to 
tell them she decided not 
to abort her child because of the 
commercial.

In the ad, Pam Tebow conveyed 
the story of how she chose, against 
doctors’ recommendations, to con-
tinue her pregnancy after contract-
ing a serious illness. The baby was 
born healthy and went on to be-
come a college football star, win 
a Heisman trophy and play in the 
National Football League. 

A young woman named Susan 
sent an e-mail to Focus on the Fam-
ily, telling how the commercial had 
changed her life.

“I need to thank you so much. 
It’s not like me to reach out to 
strangers or agencies for help. I 

was truly feeling lost. I saw the ad 
during the Super Bowl and it stuck 
in my head,” Susan wrote. “I feel 
like that commercial was made to 
reach out to me.”

Susan watched the ad repeatedly 
online that week and then went to 
the Focus on the Family website to 
watch the related interview. 

“I think I was partly afraid that 
God was mad at me for getting 

pregnant out of wedlock,” 
she wrote. “While I know 
He isn’t proud of me for 
it, thank you for remind-
ing me that He still loves 
me. I didn’t need to com-
pound one sin with an-
other. My mistake can’t 
be erased, but I can ask 
for forgiveness.”

The baby’s father 
wanted Susan to abort it, 
and she knew the rela-
tional and financial strug-

gles would be significant if she 
chose life. But the ad and follow-up 
support from a Focus on the Family 
employee helped her continue the 
pregnancy. 

‘Thank you’
“I cannot thank you enough for 

putting me back on the right track 
and reminding me what actually 
matters in life,” Susan wrote. “I 
don’t know how I forgot something 
so important, but I did.”

After the baby’s birth last fall, 
Susan visited the Focus on the 
Family headquarters with the child 
to show them the difference the 
commercial made.   (BP)

tebow
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Sunday School Lessons For February 20

GOT TO HAVE HOPE
2 Kings 18:28–32; 19:5–7, 15–19

Resist Temptations to Distrust 
(18:28–32)

In 701 B.C., Sennacherib, Assyria’s king, 
sent his army against Jerusalem, demanding 
total surrender. The Rabshakeh was the mes-
senger for the Assyrian king who delivered 
the ultimatum to the people of Jerusalem in 
their language Hebrew. He took his propa-
ganda directly to the people: Surrender or 
be destroyed. This was a common Assyrian 
invasion strategy. They pretended to have the 
“working class” warrior’s interests in their 
minds, but history has left no trace of con-
crete evidence of any such benevolence. Four 
times, he denounced Hezekiah, Judah’s king, 
belittling his military capabilities or theologi-
cal common sense. He warned the people not 
to let their king deceive them. Hezekiah had 
no army to fight Assyria, and God would not 
deliver them either. The Rabshakeh prom-
ised a better life in a new land for those who 
surrendered. Their days of hardship and fear 
would be over. He compared the Lord unfa-
vorably not only to Assyria’s gods but also 
to the gods of nations already conquered. 
His argument fit polytheistic theology, for it 
measures the worth and power of individual 
gods by the success and grandeur of those 
who worship them. By his standards, Israel’s 
“god” must have been weaker than the gods 
of the countries formerly more successful 
than Judah, so it was ludicrous to believe such 
a god could save the people of Jerusalem. 
Christ followers today are tempted to place 
their trust in human ability rather than God’s 
steadfast promises. They often encounter 
tempting promises that Satan dangles before 
them, but they are deceptive and destructive.
Gain Strength From Other Believers 

(19:5–7)
Hezekiah was greatly alarmed by the Rab-

shakeh’s speech. He desperately needed en-
couragement so he sent messengers to God’s 
prophet Isaiah. The prophet’s response to the 
king’s messengers was clear, concise, con-
fident and encouraging. Isaiah replied that 

Hezekiah need not fear, for the Lord would 
make Himself known to Sennacherib, who 
had blasphemed Him. God would put a spirit 
of fear in his heart, and he would hear a ru-
mor of trouble back home and hastily retreat. 
God also would cause him to be killed by the 
sword in his own country. The fulfillment of 
these prophecies would show not only that 
Isaiah was a true prophet but also that God’s 
people are right to place their trust in Him. 
Do you seek encouragement from other 
Christ followers when you are afraid? God 
has united us together in the body of Christ so 
we can be strengthened by our brothers and 
sisters as they speak words of grace to us.
Boldly Request God’s Help (19:15–19)

As Isaiah’s encouraging words reached 
Hezekiah, he received a threatening message 
from Sennacherib assuring him that he would 
be destroyed if he did not surrender. Heze-
kiah, encouraged by Isaiah’s message, took 
the threatening letter to the temple, laid it out 
before the Lord and prayed for His help. He-
zekiah’s prayer consisted of three parts. First 
he recognized the Lord’s greatness. He noted 
that the Lord was “enthroned above the cher-
ubim,” a reference to the Ark of the Covenant, 
the ancient symbol of the covenant between 
Israel and God. He also acknowledged that 
the Lord was the sovereign Creator of heav-
en, earth and all nations on the earth. Since 
God was the Creator and Ruler of all nations, 
then Hezekiah could hope for deliverance 
in this seemingly impossible situation. Sec-
ond Hezekiah explained his problem to God. 
He spoke about Assyria’s insults against the 
Lord, and only then did he address his mili-
tary dilemma. He admitted that Assyria had 
conquered the nations already mentioned, 
but he separated his God from those nations’ 
gods on the grounds that they were not real. 
The Lord, on the other hand, was not “the 
work of men’s hands” and could help those 
who pray to Him. Third Hezekiah asked for 
God to show up and do what only He could 
do. He prayed for God to save His people and 
demonstrate His sovereign power so that all 
the kingdoms of the earth would know that 
He is God.        

God Loves Like a ‘Grand’ Parent
Hosea 11:1–11

The beauty of Hosea’s message lies in its 
accessibility. In two previous lessons, we have 
seen how the prophet used the metaphor of 
marriage to describe the relationship between 
God and Israel. Particularly noteworthy are 
Hosea’s depictions of God’s emotions. Frus-
tration, anger, resignation and regret are all 
on display, but they never sound God’s final 
judgment. Instead God longed for the resto-
ration of a covenant with Israel marked by 
faithfulness and steadfast love on the part of 
each partner. Hosea revealed a divine love 
that models the very faithfulness and perse-
verance that God expects from His people. 
Hosea’s challenge to his people and us is no 
more and no less than this: Love as God loves. 
This week’s text continues the exploration of 
God’s love but shifts the metaphor from mar-
riage to that of parent and child.

God Pursues Us (1–2)
As anyone who has ever cared for young 

children knows, there is a point as children 
learn to walk when they discover their new-
found independence. “Stop” or “come here” 
are interpreted by the toddler as “run away.” 
This text invokes the image of a child who 
does the opposite of what the parent intends. 
In love, God had called the people out of 
Egypt. The Exodus is a constant motif in both 
the Law and the Prophets that shows God’s 
identity rooted in the role of Deliverer. On this 
basis, God claimed the right to an exclusive 
relationship with Israel (Ex. 20:1–3), but as an 
unruly child, Israel had given its loyalties to 
other gods. Earlier we saw how its failure was 
a combination of ignorance and stubbornness 
(Hos. 2:7–13). 

God Nurtures Us (3–4)
In the midst of recounting Israel’s way-

wardness, the divine discourse again turns 
nostalgic (cf. 2:15). Parents who find them-
selves with unruly teens no doubt long for 
the simpler times and issues associated with 
childhood. In the gentlest of images, God is 
depicted as teaching the toddler Israel to walk, 
carrying and holding, loving and nurturing, 

stooping and feeding. Although in our mod-
ern culture such roles are filled by both par-
ents, in ancient Israel, these basic tasks were 
more commonly the purview of the mother. 
Such maternal images of God are unusual but 
not unique in the Hebrew Bible (Deut. 32:18; 
Num. 11:10–15; Isa. 42:14, 66:13) and serve 
to remind the reader of the limitation of all 
language used to describe God. Analogies 
to common human roles — father, mother, 
judge, king, warrior, etc. — are used through-
out the Bible to describe God, but none can 
capture fully all of the divine essence. In this 
case, Hosea’s language reveals the intimacy 
of God’s affection for Israel and gives the con-
text in which He will decide its fate.

God Will Not Abandon Us (5–11)
Loyalty and obedience to one’s parents 

were matters of the gravest concern in an-
cient Israel. The law allowed for persistently 
disobedient children to be put to death at the 
instigation of the parents and with the consent 
of the town elders (Deut. 21:18–21; cf. Ex. 
21:15, 17). This tradition gives the structure 
for the entirety of Chapter 11, which begins 
with a complaint on God’s behalf as the parent 
of an unruly child. The threatened punishment 
represents an undoing of previous divine ac-
tions: The land that had been given them shall 
be taken away, and the people who had been 
called out of Egypt shall return there (5). As 
soon as judgment had been declared, however, 
God’s heart “recoils” at the thought of giving 
up on Israel and compassion trumps anger. 
In the most telling of phrases, God declared, 
“I will not execute my fierce anger … for I 
am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your 
midst, and I will not come in wrath” (9). Here 
again, words fail. It speaks to the poverty of 
the human imagination and capacity for a lov-
ing and just forgiveness that we cannot imag-
ine justice without anger or mercy without 
resigned apathy. God’s love, however, is end-
lessly creative. It nurtures, teaches, corrects, 
punishes, prods and sustains in ways that are, 
at the same time, beyond human understand-
ing and yet as close as a mother’s calming 
whisper. Indeed God is no mortal, and therein 
lies the source of our hope and praise.

Christian Crossword
By Pamela Jensen         Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
	 1.	Your ____ Father will 
		  also forgive. (Matt. 6:14)
	 8.	Multitude of the 
		  heavenly ____. (Luke 2:13)
12. Descended to ____. 
		  (Josh. 18:16)
13.	____ to your faith. 
		  (2 Pet. 1:5)
14.	Symbol for silver.
15.	Wire gauge. (abbr.)
16.	Here I ____. (Gen 22:1)
18.	____ his feet. (Ex. 4:25)
19.	The _____ that is set 	
		  before us. (Heb. 12:1)
20.	American Medical 
		  Association. (abbr.)
21.	Airport code for 
		  Birmingham, England.
22.	Tennessee. (abbr.)
23.	Elisha came to ____. 
		  (2 Kings 8:7)
27.	____ greater joy. (3 John 4)
29.	Fast ye for ____. 
		  (Esther 4:16)
30.	Woman having ____ 
		  pieces of silver. 
		  (Luke 15:8)
31.	Let there ____ light. 
		  (Gen. 1:3)
32.	He saw a ____ tree. 
		  (Matt. 21:19)

	 4.	____ unto the mighty God. 
		  (Ps. 132:2)
	 5.	The white of an ____. 
		  (Job 6:6)
	 6.	Symbol for neon.
	 7.	South American mammal 
		  known for its soft, fleecy 
		  wool.
	 9.	Have sworn ____. 
		  (Ezek. 21:23)
10. Special delivery. (abbr.)  
11.	Total digestible nutrients. 
		  (abbr.)
17.	A ____ in heaven. 
		  (Col. 4:1)
18.	____ in goodness and 
		  truth. (Ex. 34:6)
20.	Peace be with you all. 
		  ____. (Rom. 15:33)
24.	Look from the top of ____. 
		  (Song of Sol. 4:8)
25.	Also ____ bodies. 
		  (1 Cor. 15:40)
26.	So ____ numbered them. 
		  (Num. 1:19)
28.	____ the king of Bashan. 
		  (Deut. 3:1)
31.	The ____ cattle. 
		  (Gen. 30:32)
32.	____ cometh by hearing. 
		  (Rom. 10:17)
35.	Symbol for einsteinium.

33.	I will make him ____ help 
		  meet. (Gen 2:18)
34.	The ____ shall serve the 
		  younger. (Rom. 9:12)
36.	____ I my brother’s 
		  keeper? (Gen. 4:9)
37.	Battalion. (abbr.)
38.	Every man that asketh you 
		  ____ ____ of the hope. 
		  (1 Pet. 3:15; 2 words)
40.	____ to do well. (Isa. 1:17)
42.	Symbol for tin.
43.	Wyoming. (abbr.)
44.	The ____ Light. (John 1:9)
46.	It is ____. (Matt. 4:7)
49.	Indicates 100.
51.	Symbol for nickel.
53.	South America. (abbr.)
54.	Armies together for ____. 
		  (1 Sam. 28:1)
57.	Army Transport Service. 
		  (abbr.)
58.	Symbol for sodium.
59.	Russian river that flows 
		  into the Arctic Ocean.

Down
	 1.	I the Lord search the ____. 
		  (Jer. 17:10)
	 2.	Zanoah, and ____. 
		  (Josh. 15:34)
	 3.	Symbol for argon.

37.	Dark red bulbous root.
38.	Administration for National 
		  Recovery. (abbr.)
39.	New York. (abbr.)
40.	Demas, ____, my fellow-
		  laborers. (Philemon 24)
41.	Right Worth. (abbr.)
45.	Sabbath of ____. 
		  (Lev. 23:3)
47.	Information. (short for)
48.	____ a child is known. 
		  (Prov. 20:11)
50.	In thine ____ eyes. 
		  (Prov. 3:7)
52.	Paper and ____. 
		  (2 John 12)
55.	Associate in Arts. (abbr.)
56.	Symbol for rhenium.
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Pujols: 
More Than the Game

Scott Lamb and Tim Ellsworth. 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2011. 
272 pp. (Hardback).

Even nonbaseball fans are likely 
to recognize the name of Albert 
Pujols, 10-year veteran player 
for the St. Louis Cardinals. What 
those of us who do not follow the 
game closely may not know is the 
story of his faith and how it has led 
him to the point where he is, ac-
cording to authors Lamb and Ells-
worth, who say he is “one of the 
greatest players to have ever laced 
up a pair of spikes.”

This biography tells a remark-

able story of Pujols’ life and ca-
reer, from a difficult childhood in 
the Dominican Republic to be-
coming an instant star on a high 
school team in the United States, 
then his rise to stardom as a pro-
fessional baseball player. Woven 
through the story is Pujols’ Chris-
tian testimony, sometimes tested, 
but always steadfast.

Drawn to Buck Creek: 
Answering the Call

Betty Brewer. Longwood, Fla.: 
Xulon Press, 2010. 140 pp. (Pa-
perback).

Set against the backdrop of a 
visit back to the author’s childhood 

home, “Drawn to Buck Creek” is 
a memoir written by Alabama na-
tive Betty Brewer. Brewer’s story 
is one of grinding poverty, a large 
family, a philandering and some-
times abusive father and the even-
tual triumph of a family that placed 
its trust in God and His provision. 

The book provides a glimpse of 
what life was like for rural Ala-
bamians in the years following the 
Great Depression and are much 
like the stories told in an earlier 
generation by Laura Ingalls Wilder.  
The children, grandchildren and 
friends of Brewer and her siblings 
are certain to treasure the book for 
the memories it preserves.

The perrys 
Blue Skies
Daywind

With a list of top songwriters 
dominating the credits, it would be 
surprising if The Perrys didn’t have 
high hopes for their latest Daywind 
project, “Blue Skies.”

Kyla Row-
land wrote 
or co-wrote 
(penning Tra-
cy Stuffle’s 
lone lead — 
“Nothing Was 
Burned But 
Their Bands” 
along with songwriting legend Di-
anne Wilkinson) four of the tracks 
on the project. Among the most im-
pressive of those is “I Know  What 
I’m Singing About,” a tune that fea-
tures the unmistakable vocal styl-
ings of Libbi Stuffle backed by ro-
bust harmonies. 

Songwriters Joel Lindsey and 
Wayne Haun — who also produced 
the project, managing to recreate a 
similar, smooth sound to what The 
Perrys possessed in the early 2000s 
— teamed up on three songs, includ-
ing “Blue Skies” and “Celebrate Me 
Home.” 

Lindsey and Haun also teamed up 
with Steven Carey to pen “He Loves 
To Save,” one of the two tracks fea-
turing the group’s newest addition, 
baritone vocalist Bryan Walker. 
While that song has a considerable 
country sound due to the steel gui-
tar and fiddle, Walker’s other song 
to shine on is the final track, Keith 
Tanner and Russell McQuaig’s “The 
End Of The Aisle.” Conversely, it 
has considerably more orchestra-
tion, with the lead guitar and organ 
helping to create a smooth but dis-
tinctive punch. Walker’s confident, 

relaxed vocals are a significant rea-
son for the project’s smooth overall 
sound.

Lead singer Joseph Habedank 
helped write three songs, combining 
with Sue C. Smith on “Sounds Good 
To Me,” teaming up with Haun on 
“Celebrate Me Home” and joining 
forces with Kelly Garner and Amy 
Keffer Shellem to comprise “Grace 
Doesn’t Remember,” a big ballad 
with a simple but powerful message 
that builds in intensity throughout. 

The only older cut on the project 
also is a highlight, Allen Frazier’s 
1938 “His Love Lights The Way.” 
The convention-style hymn con-
sists primarily of ensemble vocals, 
though Libbi takes the lead in the 
chorus as the harmonies tightly trail. 
It is one of the most high-energy 
songs among the 11 cuts.

If the up-tempo numbers are a 
must-have, “Blue Skies” may not be 
the ideal project. However, despite 
the fact that the material consists 
almost entirely of mid-tempo songs 
and ballads, it is signature Perrys 
music with a full sound and tight 
blend. Thanks due in large part to 
Haun’s well-constructed arrange-
ments, the tracks possess energy 
despite the slower tempos (coming 
about as a result of both the musi-
cal and harmonic configurations). 
Perrys fans will not be disappoint-
ed.  (Harris)

mark lowery 
Unplugged & Unplanned
Daywind

Mark Lowry’s “Unplugged & Un-
planned” isn’t packaged as part of 
Daywind’s  Live At Oak Tree series, 
but the format is the same. Joining 
Lowry are Sisters (Valerie Ruppe, 
Heather Day and Kim Lord), Mi-
chael Lord, Amber Balltzglier and 
Stan Whitmire.

The DVD features eight songs 
and runs for nearly an hour. The 
spaces between the songs are every 
bit as interesting as the songs them-
selves. Lowry has a unique knack 
for making you laugh one minute 
and think seriously the next. Top-
ics of discussion range from funny 
tour experiences to candid thoughts 
about mortality. 

He talks with the members of Sis-
ters about the loss of their father and 
recollects a three-point turn they 
once made in a tour bus at the cor-
ner of Hollywood and Vine. He also 
opens up about some very personal 
issues his father and mother have 
experienced in recent years.

“House Of Gold” is a song Lowry 
recorded in 1998 and has performed 
frequently ever since, but this is the 
first time he’s sung the song with 
only a piano for accompaniment. 
“Going Home” is another song 

Lowry has 
sung for years 
both with the 
Gaither Vo-
cal Band and 
as a headliner 
at his own 
shows. “Prom-
ises” is a Dot-
tie Rambo 
song featuring 
Beverly Low-

ry (Mark’s mother) that Lowry used 
to sing with her in his first trio. “I’m 
Gonna Make It” showcases Valerie 
Ruppe.  

Seven of the eight songs are 
slow; but with just a piano in the 
mix, the music never becomes too 
ponderous or tedious to take to 
heart. The immediate and some-
what raw quality of “Unplugged 
& Unplanned” is this product’s 
most endearing characteristic. 

  (Murray)

Resources:
Your Guide to Today’s New Music and Literature

Book Reviews By Martine Bates Sharp, Ed.D.

Sound Bites By Craig Harris and David Bruce Murray
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Christian Marketplace

Top Ten Best Sellers

	 1.	Unlocked, Karen Kingsbury (Zondervan)
	 2.	The Twelfth Imam, Joel C. Rosenberg (Tyndale House)
	 3.	Her Daughter’s Dream, Francine Rivers  
		  (Tyndale House)
	 4.	Her Mother’s Hope, Francine Rivers (Tyndale House)
	 5.	Redeeming Love, Francine Rivers  
		  (Waterbrook/Multnomah)
	 6.	The Shack, William P. Young (Windblown Media)
	 7.	The Thorn, Beverly Lewis (Bethany House/Baker)
	 8.	Immanuel’s Veins, Ted Dekker (Thomas Nelson)
	 9.	Fatal Judgment, Irene Hannon (Revell/Baker)
10.	Girl in the Gatehouse, Julie Klassen  
		  (Bethany House/Baker)

	 1.	Jesus Calling, Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
	 2.	Crazy Love, Francis Chan (David C. Cook)
	 3.	Heaven is for Real, Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent  
		  (Thomas Nelson)
	 4.	Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence,  
		  deluxe edition, Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
	 5.	Radical, David Platt (Waterbrook/Multnomah)
	 6.	Bonhoeffer, Eric Metaxas (Thomas Nelson)
	 7.	Choosing to SEE, Mary Beth Chapman and  
		  Ellen Vaughn (Revell/Baker)
	 8.	Outlive Your Life, Max Lucado (Thomas Nelson)
	 9.	Streams in the Desert, L.B. Cowman and  
		  Jim Reimann (Zondervan)
10.	The Five Love Languages, Max Lucado (Moody)

Fiction

Nonfiction

	 1.	Text Bible NKJV (Thomas Nelson)
	 2.	ESV Share the Good News Outreach New Testament 	
		  (Crossway)
	 3.	One Year Bible NIV paperback (Tyndale House)
	 4.	Gift and Award Bible KJV black leatherflex  
		  (Thomas Nelson)
	 5.	Outreach New Testament ESV (Crossway)
	 6.	One Year Bible (Tyndale House)
	 7.	One Year Bible NIV (Tyndale House)
	 8.	NIV Thinline Bible burgundy bonded leather  
		  (Zondervan)
	 9.	NIV True Images Italian duo-tone chocolate/ 
		  bubble gum (Zondervan)
10.	ESV Thinline Value Bible TruTone midnight/ 
		  flame design (Crossway)

Bibles
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Hitting straight
Outfielder Cody Strait puts God above baseball career
By Bill Sorrell
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Like the signature he burns 
into the handles of the hunt-
ing knives he makes as a 

hobby, Cody Strait gets “STR 8” to 
the point for one reason — he plays 
professional baseball.

“I try to be a trailblazer with 
my teammates and the places that 
I go. I want to help them grow in 
the Lord and do something to try 
to set a good example. I want to be 
a spiritual role model,” said Strait, 
an outfielder with the Montgomery 
Biscuits during part of the 2009 and 
2010 seasons.

And oh, the places he has gone. 
During his seven-year career in 
minor league baseball, the 27-year-
old has been on the roster of nine 
teams.

“That is pretty much the story 
of a minor leaguer. I have never 
started on one team and finished on 
the (same) team in the seven years 
I have played baseball. You’ve got 
to be flexible,” said Strait, a .253 
career hitter.

Where he will play in 2011 is un-
decided. “We’ll see which way God 
wants us to go.”

Strait made the Texas League all-
star team in 2009 as a member of 
the Northwest Arkansas Naturals. 
While at the University of Evans-
ville in Indiana, he was the 2004 
Missouri Valley Conference (MVC) 
Newcomer of the Year and a MVC 
all-star. He was drafted in the 12th 
round of the First-Year Player Draft 
in 2004 by the Cincinnati Reds.

His vagabond career has includ-
ed stops in Wilmington, Del.; Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.; and Lake County, 
Ill., in 2010 after he was released by 
Montgomery, a Double-A Tampa 
Bay Rays affiliate in the Southern 
League. In his last at-bat for Lake 
County, Strait had the game-win-
ning hit with two outs in the bottom 
of the 11th inning.

Staying on the straight and nar-
row path in the world of profes-
sional baseball requires discipline 
that he finds in the Bible, prayer 
and encouragement from his wife, 
Melissa. 

In December 2008, Strait found 
another way: becoming a parent. 
Son Asher was born Dec. 5.

God’s love
“Since I became a father, I un-

derstand now the type of love God 
had for His Son. For Him to give 
up His Son on the cross, that is a 
whole other level of love for me. 
I put myself in God’s shoes, and 
wow, how would I ever give up my 
son? It’s a new level of appreciation 
for what God did.”

Strait has appreciated the father-
son bond ever since his father, B.D. 
Strait, of Sour Lake, Texas, put a 
bat in his hand in the backyard. 

Strait’s ability has taken him to 
the brink of the major leagues. 

“To get to the big leagues, you 

have to be a complete player. Some 
things get you in the door. You have 
to know the game and know the 
situation,” Strait said.

More consistent
The game’s most important, yet 

hardest, aspect is hitting.
“How I’m playing is pretty much 

based on how I think I’m playing. 
If I think I’m hitting good, chances 
are I am that day. The mind is a 
powerful thing. In spring training, I 
get to rub shoulders with superstars 
like Ken Griffey Jr. The surprising 
thing is they don’t have any more 
tools than I do; they have been able 
to perform on a more consistent ba-
sis than I have,” Strait said.

There was a time when he 
thought he was inconsistent in his 
spiritual life and realized he had to 
step up to the plate.

While at Ranger College in Tex-
as, Strait said pitcher Kelsey Cates 
showed him how a Christian should 
act. Strait grew up in Pinewood 
Baptist Church, Sour Lake.

“I played the good-guy role. I 
went to church but I didn’t really 
live like a Christian. Life revolved 
around me. The decisions I made 
were based on my own desires. 
Although I seemed happy with 
the way my life was going, I knew 
something was missing. I had a 
choice to make. Was I going to con-
tinue to live for myself, or would 
I start living the life God intended 
for me? When you claim to be a 
Christian, everybody looks at you 
that much closer; they are trying to 
find faults with you,” he said.

His coach at Ranger, Brent Lef-
fingwell, began to notice a differ-
ence in him not only in his game 
but also in his spiritual life.

Strait became, well, straightfor-
ward. He spoke about his faith. “He 
lived up to his end of being a Chris-
tian. He lived by example. He’s a 
true Christian. He’s a firm believer. 

Not many people can live it. People 
can say it but not live it. Cody never 
worried about anything on the field 
or in his life because he knew there 
was Someone looking over him,” 
said Leffingwell, who no longer 
coaches the team.

Strait’s strong leadership, strong 
will to win and focus sparked suc-
cess.

“He was scared of nothing and 
would face any challenge,” Leffin-
gwell said.

Strait put a cap on his faith 
challenges. Former Chattanooga 
teammate Justin Turner pointed to 
Strait’s baseball cap when asked 
about Strait’s faith. Written inside 
is “Number 7 To God Be The Glo-
ry.”

‘It’s going to be great’
Armed with a Bible in his pock-

et, Strait hands out baseball cards 
at games with Luke 9:24 printed on 
them: “For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever los-
es his life for my sake will save it.”

In Montgomery, he works with 
youth at Christ Community Church 
and manages the apartment com-
plex where members of the Biscuits 
team live during the season. During 
the off-season in 2009, Strait was 
youth minister at First Assembly of 
God, Marble Falls, Texas. 

If he makes his mark in the ma-
jors, then it will be because of God, 
he said. “God is making sure I’m 
not putting that before Him. God 
wants to be more important than 
baseball.”

Strait’s attitude remains posi-
tive. 

“My strength comes from the 
Lord. At the end of the day, no 
matter how I did or if everything is 
falling apart in my life, it’s going to 
be great because I always have the 
Lord. He is there with me, bless-
ing me and enjoying it with me,” 
he said.

Photo courtesy of Montgomery Biscuits

swing — Cody Strait played with the Montgomery Biscuits during 
part of the 2009 and 2010 seasons. While he is currently waiting for his 
next step, he knows that ‘God is more important than baseball.’

Consumer protection chief seeks allies in faith leaders
WASHINGTON — The architect of the Obama administration’s 

new consumer protection bureau met with faith-based groups Feb. 8 
in a bid to shape the agency’s work as a moral crusade.

“The most recent financial crisis caused many to question the 
moral underpinnings of our financial dealings with each other,” said 
Elizabeth Warren, a former Harvard University law professor who 
was appointed last year to start the new Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau.

“Our laws reflect who we are and they shape who we become. To 
pursue regulatory change without reflecting on its moral dimension 
would be wrong,” she said.

Warren met with about 20 Christian and Jewish religious leaders 
to get their input on focusing the bureau’s work and to hear stories of 
how the financial crisis has affected their communities.

Her meeting included representatives of the Progressive National 
Baptist Convention, the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, 
Sojourners and the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Confer-
ence.

A former Sunday School teacher and a United Methodist, Warren 
said moral and religious traditions have long informed rules about 
fair lending. 

“The Bible speaks about not cheating people,” she said.
She hopes the bureau’s fledgling partnership with religious leaders 

eventually will extend from the pulpits to the pews to educate Ameri-
cans on how to avoid becoming victims of risky financial schemes.

“They’re not merely passers-along of information,” she said. 
“These are people who have thought deeply about a financial crisis 
that has moral and spiritual dimensions. I want this agency to be in-
formed by the deeper thinking that they’ve brought to these issues.” 

‘U.S. Marine for Christ’ prompts suit at Colo. academy
WASHINGTON — Professors at the U.S. Air Force Academy 

have filed suit in a bid to stop a school prayer luncheon headlined by 
a motivational speaker who calls himself a “U.S. Marine for Christ.” 

Five faculty members joined the Military Religious Freedom 
Foundation, which has spent years fighting proselytizing at the acad-
emy, in filing suit Jan. 31. 

The scheduled speaker for the annual National Prayer Luncheon 
on Feb. 10 was Lt. Clebe McClary, a decorated disabled Vietnam 
veteran from South Carolina.

“By making a fundamentalist Christian the keynote speaker at this 
event, the government has promoted, elevated, endorsed and favored 
Christianity over all other religions,” they argued.

Academy spokesman Lt. Col. John Bryan said McClary was in-
vited after former Secretary of State Colin Powell could not attend. 
The event is voluntary and paid for with a chaplains’ offering fund 
and a $7 admission. As of Feb. 1, 178 attendees from the 10,000 on 
base are expected.

“He’s not here to pass out Bibles and to have a sermon,” Bryan 
said of McClary. 

“Does he have personal Christian beliefs? Yes, he does. … We’re 
committed to protecting somebody’s right to practice any religion 
they choose, or no religion, provided those practices don’t violate 
policy or law or impede mission accomplishment.” 

Crime in U.S. churches increased in 2010, report shows
Cincinnati, Ohio — Each week brings an average of two ar-

sons, seven thefts and 19 burglaries at U.S. churches, according 
to Christian Security Network’s second annual year-end report of 
church crimes.

The report, which uses news articles, police blogs and verified per-
sonal reports to compile its data, showed a slight increase in most 
church crimes in 2010 from 2009, for a total of 1,783 incidents.

That figure was up 546 from the year before and included 970 
burglaries, 397 thefts, 102 arsons and 89 counts of vandalism, the 
report stated. 

The report only covered churches and not other houses of worship, 
such as mosques or synagogues.

“Two years is not long enough to prove any trend,” said Jeffrey 
Hawkins, the founder and executive director of the Cincinnati-based 
group. “We will know better after another year or two if this keeps 
trending up. Maybe this year was just a bad year. Maybe we got bet-
ter at finding out what had happened.”

Hawkins hopes the upswing in crimes committed against churches 
will encourage churches to take security more seriously and will help 
those who have been victimized to realize they are not alone. 




