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Forest Park 
volunteer helps 
Mixtec family

By Hannah Henderson
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Three years ago Donna 
McCullough, center 
director of Forest Park 

Ministry Center in Montgom-
ery, was introduced to a fam-
ily in a nearby neighborhood. 
The family was of Mixtec 
descent, a Native American 
race from the mountainous 
regions of southern Mexico 
and Guatemala. They are one 
of many such families liv-
ing in the Montgomery area. 
They were experiencing dif-
ficulty in school because nei-
ther the parents nor the chil-
dren possessed English read-
ing or writing skills, leaving 
them unable to understand 
forms and homework sent 
from school. 

It presented an excellent 
ministry opportunity for 
Forest Park, an outreach of 
Montgomery Baptist Asso-
ciation that provides material 
help and shares the gospel 
message with the poor. 

Community missions
“The director and volun-

teers at Forest Park provide 
compassion and care to every 
guest who comes through the 
doors of the center,” said Lisa 
Rose, Montgomery Asso-
ciation director of church and 
community missions. “It is a 
vital part of the transforma-
tion of that community.”  

The volunteers began 
teaching conversational Eng-
lish to a small group of Mix-
tec women. 

McCullough noted on the 
ministry center’s blog that 
participation of many of the 
women in the class was spo-
radic, “as their duties at home 
took precedence over any 
outside activities.”  

But Joselina and her three 
youngest children were dif-
ferent. They attended faith-
fully. “Their two older sib-
lings were learning English 
in school, but these chil-
dren, especially 5-year-old 
Omar, knew only the Mixtec 
heard at home and were ill-

(See ‘Go,’ page 13)

T
he number of Americans who say they have 
no religious affiliation has hit an all-time 
high — about one in five American adults 
— according to a study released Oct. 9 by 
the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Reli-
gion & Public Life.

Labeled “nones” because they claim either no religious 
preference or no religion at all, their ranks have hit 46 
million people. Many of them are young people — one in 
three U.S. adults under 30 are now considered “nones.”

The report also found that the number of self-
described atheists and agnostics has hit a peak — 13 
million people, or 6 percent of the U.S. population. The 
number has risen 2 percentage points over five years.

And while the “nones” are growing Protestantism is on 
the decline, shrinking from 62 percent of the religiously 
affiliated in 1972 to 51 percent in 2010. The number of 
U.S. Catholics held steady at about 25 percent.

Still, claiming no religious identity does not mean an 
absence of religious beliefs, the report found.

The majority of “nones” — 68 percent, including 
some who say they are atheists — say they believe in 

God or some form of higher being. Half say they feel “a 
deep connection with nature,” and 20 percent say they 
pray every day.

Why do the “nones” continue to grow? Greg Smith, a 
lead researcher on the study, attributed it to the natural 
replacement of older, more conservative generations with 
younger, more liberal ones, as well as a worldwide rise in 
secularism among developed nations.

Another interesting twist to the study’s findings is how 
broad-based they are.

“The change is occurring among both men and 
women, those with college educations and those without, 
within several income levels and in all regions of the 
U.S.,” said Cary Funk, another lead researcher on the 
study. “The growth does tend to be concentrated among 
whites, with no significant change with blacks and His-
panics.” Geographically “nones” are most concentrated 
in the West and least concentrated in the South. 

The survey was conducted by analyzing material gath-
ered by several organizations from 120,000 respondents 
between 2007 and 2012 and also from the General Social 
Survey, which has data dating to 1972. (RNS)

Headlines proclaiming the loss 
of the Protestant majority in the 

United States should not cause panic 
among evangelicals but should moti-
vate them to articulate the gospel and 

live as followers of Christ, Southern 
Baptist leaders say.

The percentage of Americans who 
are not affiliated with any particular 
religion — dubbed the “nones” — 
rose to 20 percent in the latest analy-
sis by the Pew Research Center’s Fo-
rum on Religion & Public Life, com-
pared to 15 percent five years ago.

Moreover, one-third of Ameri-
cans under age 30 are religiously 
unaffiliated, Pew said Oct. 9, and the 
percentage of Americans who self-
identify as Protestants dropped from 
53 percent to 48 percent.

Kevin Ezell, president of the 
North American Mission Board, said 
the report underscores the need for 
Southern Baptists to plant healthy 
churches.

“I believe that only a church plant-
ing movement will reverse this trend 
and that is why our Send North 
America strategy is an all-out effort 
to help Southern Baptists move in 
that direction,” Ezell said, referring 
to an emphasis on church planting in 
metropolitan areas.

Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay 
(See ‘Baptist,’ page 9)

Do not panic amid rise of ‘nones,’ Baptist leaders say
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In the past month I had the privilege of par-
ticipating in the 184th anniversary of Gil-
gal Baptist Church near Tuscaloosa and the 

190th anniversary of Siloam Baptist Church, 
Marion. Preparing for these events caused me 
to revisit the early days of Alabama Baptist his-
tory and reading that history raised the question 
about learning from our past lest we repeat the 
mistakes of our forefathers. 

The Alabama Territory opened to settlement 
after a treaty with the Chickasaw Indians in 
1805. The treaty stipulated that territory ceded 
by the Chickasaws would not be opened for set-
tlement for three years; but like many promises 
made to Native Americans, it was quickly bro-
ken. John Nicholson is noted as the first Baptist 
preacher in the Alabama territory and by 1808 
there were enough Baptists living north of the 
Tennessee River to organize the first Baptist 
church on Alabama soil — Flint 
River Primitive Baptist Church, 
founded Oct. 2, 1808. 

The next year, Enon Bap-
tist Church was founded. This 
church later became First Bap-
tist Church, Huntsville, and is 
the oldest Baptist church in con-
tinuous existence in the state. 

Baptists grew quickly. By the 
time Alabama became a state — 
1819 — history reports 60 Bap-
tist ministers living and working 
here. When the Alabama Baptist 
State Convention was organized 
in 1823, there were 128 Baptist 
churches in the state with more 
than 5,000 members from a total 
population of 127,000. 

The rapid growth of Baptists 
reflected the vibrant religious life along the na-
tion’s western frontier at the time. The Second 
Great Awakening was in full force in the 1810s 
and 1820s. Camp meetings drew hundreds, 
sometimes thousands, of participants and regu-
larly lasted a week or more. The famous Cane 
Ridge Camp Meeting in Kentucky reportedly 
drew more than 20,000 people. In Alabama the 
Canaan Camp Meeting in Jefferson County saw 
more than 500 people baptized. 

Inspiring results
Camp meetings were the social events of 

the year for hardworking settlers. They were 
also great revival meetings. Led primarily by 
Methodist circuit-riding preachers and Baptist 
farmer-preachers, the gospel was proclaimed 
day and night as preachers took turns calling 
people to salvation and to regenerated living. 
The preaching was emotional, the music lively 
and the results inspiring.

Studies show rapid growth for Methodist and 

Baptist churches during these years as people 
responded to the message that “whosoever will 
may come.” 

Along the seacoast of the United States 
other momentous events were taking place in 
Baptist life. On Feb. 19, 1812, Adoniram and 

Ann Judson sailed from Bos-
ton as America’s first Protestant 
missionaries. As every Baptist 
should know, their Bible study 
during the voyage to India con-
vinced them of the Baptist un-
derstanding of the Scriptures. 
Luther Rice, who sailed with 
the Judsons, decided to return 
to America to rally support for 
missions efforts while the Jud-
sons moved to Burma to plant 
the gospel. 

The result was the General 
Missionary Convention of the 
Baptist Denomination in the 
United States of America for 
Foreign Missions founded in 
1814. The body is more com-
monly known as the Triennial 

Convention because it met every three years. 
From the Triennial Convention came the Ameri-
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society along with 
societies for domestic missions, Bible publish-
ing and distribution, and seminary education. 

Baptist work was thriving during the 1820s 
but that soon came to an end.  

By the early 1830s what historians call the 
“Anti-Missionary Movement” was in full 
swing. Protests arose over the style of the reli-
gious experiences typical of the Second Great 
Awakening. Frontier religion had too much 
zeal, too much enthusiasm for the more staid 
older churches along the Southern Atlantic 
coast. Objections arose to many of the preachers 
being self-taught rather than having been disci-
pled by approved ministers. Theology became 
a major division. The anti-missionary voices 
objected to the “whosoever will” theology 
preached by the emerging evangelical wings of 
major denominations. Instead the more critical 
voices advocated a more Calvinistic theology 

Comment
Is There a Lesson To Be Learned from Our History?

that only God determined who would be saved. 
With this theology, it is not surprising that 

strong protests were raised to foreign and do-
mestic missions. Mission societies across the 
nation disbanded under anti-missionary pres-
sures. Furthermore, critics argued, societies and 
conventions were contrary to biblical teaching, 
which emphasized the local church. 

Historians point out Baptists and other Prot-
estant Christians in the Northeast and West gen-
erally embraced “whosoever will” theology. It 
was the established churches of the South that 
held to the more Calvinistic theology. Also 
Baptists, one of the two denominations that 
benefited most from the evangelical approach 
to Christianity, played a key role in bringing the 
Second Great Awakening to an end, historians 
say. 

In 1837 Alabama Baptists voted to survey the 
then 21 associations in the state to determine 
their stands on missions. The report said four 
associations supported missions, four associa-
tions opposed missions and the other 13 were 
divided on the topic. 

Historians write that by the end of the 1840s 
the Second Great Awakening in the United 
States had come to a close. 

Reaching the lost
It is interesting that missions-minded Baptists 

persevered in their commitment to reaching a 
lost world with the gospel, as they formed the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1845 despite 
the growing oppositions to missions and evan-
gelism of the time.

Following the Civil War another burst of reli-
gious activism broke out featuring such evange-
lists as Charles Finney and Dwight L. Moody. 
Again the theology was “whosoever will” and 
featured intense social activism by evangeli-
cal Christians. Some historians call this time 
a Third Great Awakening resulting in the ex-
pectation that the 20th century would be the 
“Christian century.” 

The period between the end of World War 
II and the mid-1970s is called by some as a 
“Fourth Great Awakening.” It featured the rapid 
growth of evangelical and charismatic denomi-
nations including Southern Baptists. Scholars 
point to religious conflict as a major reason the 
rapid growth of evangelical Christianity slowed 
in the second, third and fourth awakenings. 

The issues of 200 years ago sound as current 
as the last gathering of Baptists. Baptists and 
other Christians still argue over style of wor-
ship, over evangelism and missions, over theol-
ogy, over the role of the ministry, over Baptists 
working together through conventions and as-
sociations or working through the local church. 
In these arguments one cannot help but hear the 
echoes of history. 
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Thoughts
By Bob Terry

“It is interesting that 

missions-minded 

Baptists persevered 

in their commitment 

to reaching a lost 

world with the gospel, 

as they formed the 

Southern Baptist Con-

vention in 1845.”
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pastors conference Program

2012 pastors conference PERSONALITIES

Afternoon Session
1:20–4:30 p.m.

1:20	P re-session music
1:30	P raise and worship
1:40	 Welcome/Election of 
	 officers: Michael Cassity
1:50	P rayer: Darrell Paulk
1:55	 Message: Sammy Gilbreath
2:30	P raise and worship
2:45	P rayer: Dean Finch
2:50	 Message: Dusty McLemore
3:30	P raise and worship
3:45	P rayer: Daniel Gillenwater
3:50	 Message: James Merritt
4:30	 Dinner

Morning Session
8:30 a.m.–noon

8:30	C ontinental breakfast 
8:50	P re-session music  	
9:00	 Welcome/Prayer: 
	M ichael Cassity 
9:03	P raise and worship
9:20	 Message: Phil Waldrep

 10:00	P raise and worship
 10:20	 Message: Teman Knight
 11:00	P raise and worship
 11:15	P rayer: Cliff Stever
 11:20	 Message: Jay Wolf
 12:00	 Lunch

Evening Session
6:20–9 p.m.

6:20	P re-session music
6:30	 Welcome: Michael 
	C assity
6:35	S pecial music
6:45	P raise and worship
7:00	P rayer: Tom Smith 
7:05	 Message: Adam Dooley
7:45	R ecognition of host 		

		  church/music leader, etc.
7:55	S pecial music
8:05	P raise and worship
8:20	P rayer: Geoff Henson
8:25	 Message: Thom S. Rainer
9:00	C losing prayer

knight

merritt

wolf

dooley

gilbreath

rainer

“If ye continue in my word, 
then ... ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you 

free.” John 8:31–32
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‘Practical, Personal, Powerful’
Alabama Baptist Pastors Conference to focus on encouragement
By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Prayer, praise and encour-
agement will be the focus 
when Alabama Baptist pas-

tors meet for their annual pastors 
conference Nov. 12. 

“I look forward to this time ev-
ery year as a time of fellowship 
with my co-laborers in Christ, 
and this year’s conference prom-
ises to be a time of encourage-
ment for Alabama Baptist pas-
tors,” said Michael “Mike” Cas-
sity, pastor of Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, Montgomery, in Mont-
gomery Baptist Association, and 
president of the Alabama Baptist 
Pastors Conference.

The theme of this year’s con-
ference is “Our God Is … Prac-
tical, Personal, Powerful,” which 
highlights three aspects of God’s 
character that are important to the 
work pastors do day in and day 
out, Cassity said. 

“We know that our God is prac-
tical, which means that He is with 
us in our day-to-day ministry, 
from the mundane to the miracu-
lous. Likewise God is personal. 
He strengthens us and leads us, 
both in our ministry and in our 
homes. Finally God is powerful. 
He is able to do far and above 
what we are able to do on our 
own,” Cassity said.

This year’s schedule includes 
speakers from Alabama Baptist 
churches and from Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC) life. What 
they all have in common, Cassity 
said, is a heart for pastors. 

“The Scripture we chose for 
this year’s conference is 2 Timo-
thy 1:7, which says that ‘God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power and of love and of a sound 
mind.’ Each of these speakers has 
something to say about the impor-
tance of our call as ministers of 
the gospel,” Cassity said.

Sammy Gilbreath, director of 
the office of evangelism for the 
Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions, said the Pastors Con-
ference is different from most 
conferences because of its em-
phasis solely on inspiration and 
fellowship for pastors.

“There are other conferences 
that are for information or in-
struction, and that is fine,” Gil-
breath said. “But I encourage pas-
tors to attend the Pastors Confer-
ence, if for no other reason than 
for the time of refreshing they can 
receive.”

The Pastors Conference will 
be held at Vaughn Forest Bap-
tist Church, Montgomery, in 
conjunction with the Alabama 
Baptist State Convention annual 
meeting. The one-day conference 
is divided into three sessions, all 
of which will include both speak-
ers and praise and worship music. 

Phil Waldrep, speaker, author 
and founder of Phil Waldrep Min-

istries, headquartered in Trinity, 
will lead off the speakers dur-
ing the morning session. Two 
Montgomery-area pastors, Te-
man Knight, of Heritage Baptist 
Church, and Jay Wolf, of First 
Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
will speak during the morning 
session as well.

Afternoon messages
The afternoon session will 

feature messages by Gilbreath 
and Dusty McLemore, pastor of 
Lindsay Lane Baptist Church, 
Athens. James Merritt, pastor of 
Cross Pointe Church in Duluth, 
Ga., and president of the SBC 
from 2000–2002, will conclude 
the afternoon session. Merritt is a 
well-known voice of the Christian 
faith and is the author of several 
books, including “How to Impact 
and Influence Others,” “God, I’ve 
Got a Question” and “Still Stand-

ing: 8 Winning Strategies for Fac-
ing Tough Times.” 

Adam Dooley, pastor of Dau-
phin Way Baptist Church, Mobile, 
will be first to speak during the 
evening session. The conference 
will close with a message from 
Thom Rainer, president and CEO 
of LifeWay Christian Resources. 
Rainer is the author of 22 books, 
including “Simple Life,” “Simple 
Church” and “Essential Church.”  
His latest book is “The Millenni-
als” co-authored with his son, Jess 
Rainer.

Throughout the day several 
Alabama Baptists will take part in 
the conference by leading congre-
gants in prayer, including: Cliff 
Stever, pastor of Yarbrough Street 
Baptist Church, Montgomery; 
Darrell Paulk, pastor of Hayne- 
ville Baptist Church, Hayneville; 
Dean Finch, minister of education 
at Taylor Road Baptist Church, 

Montgomery; Daniel Gillenwa-
ter, pastor of Eastern Oaks Bap-
tist Church, Montgomery; Tom 
Smith, youth pastor at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church; and Geoff Hen-
son, missions leader and evange-
list at First Baptist Church, Mont-
gomery.

Cassity hopes pastors who have 
never attended the Pastors Confer-
ence will come this year and see 
the benefits of spending time with 
other pastors in prayer and fellow-
ship.

Strengthen each other
“This is a time when we can 

meet fellow pastors, pray for them 
and strengthen one another in the 
Lord,” Cassity said. 

Gilbreath agreed. 
“Pastors give and give and do 

not have the opportunity to receive 
many times,” he said. “This is one 
of those times to just receive.”
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Party
Platforms

Barack
Obama

Mitt
Romney

Every election cycle the nation’s leading political 
parties outline their respective visions for America 

through their party platforms. Following are excerpts 
on selected moral and ethical issues taken directly 

from the Democratic platform called “Moving 
America Forward” and the Republican platform titled 
“We Believe in America.” The information is provided 
to help readers compare the positions of each party 
on these important issues so readers will be better 

informed when they cast their ballots Nov. 6.
Election Day is Nov. 6.

We believe accessible, affordable, high-
quality health care is part of the Ameri-

can promise, that Americans should have the 
security that comes with good health care and 
that no one should go broke because they get 
sick.

Soon working families will finally have the 
security of knowing they won’t lose health 
care or be forced into bankruptcy if a family 
member gets sick or loses their job. And soon 
insurance companies will no longer be able 
to deny coverage based on pre-existing con-
ditions. Medicaid will cover more working 
families. Those who don’t get insurance at 
work will be able to shop in new exchanges 
and will be eligible for new tax credits. As 
a result, all Americans will have access to 
health care.

We refuse to go back to the days when 
health insurance companies had unchecked 

power to cancel your health policy, deny you 
coverage or charge women more than men. 

We remain committed to eliminating dis-
parities in health and will continue to make 
sure families have access to mental health 
and substance abuse 
services. We will 
strengthen Medicaid 
and oppose efforts to 
block grant the pro-
gram, slash its funding 
and leave millions more without health insur-
ance. We will continue to invest in our public 
health infrastructure — ensuring that we are 
able to respond to emergencies and support 
community-based efforts to prevent disease. 
The Recovery Act and the health reform law 
made historic investments in Community 
Health Centers, and Democrats will continue 
to support these valuable institutions.

Congressional Republicans are committed 
to repealing the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act — Obamacare; and a 
Republican president, on the first day in of-
fice, will use his legitimate waiver authority 

under that law to halt 
its progress and then 
will sign its repeal. 
Then the American 
people, through the 
free market, can ad-

vance affordable and responsible health care 
reform that meets the needs and concerns of 
patients and providers. We believe that taking 
care of one’s health is an individual responsi-
bility. Chronic diseases, many of them related 
to lifestyle, drive health care costs, account-
ing for more than 75 percent of the nation’s 

medical spending. To reduce demand and 
thereby lower costs, we must foster personal 
responsibility while increasing preventive 
services to promote healthy lifestyles. We 
believe that all Americans should have im-
proved access to affordable, coordinated, 
quality health care, including individuals 
struggling with mental illness. Our goal is to 
encourage the development of a health care 
system that provides higher quality care at a 
lower cost to all Americans while protecting 
the patient-physician relationship based on 
mutual trust, informed consent and privileged 
patient confidentiality.

To return the states to their proper role of 
regulating local insurance markets and car-
ing for the needy, we propose to block grant 
Medicaid and other payments to the states.

Health Care

Democrat Republican
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Democrat Republican
We believe every American deserves a 

secure, healthy and dignified retire-
ment. America’s seniors have earned their 
Social Security through a lifetime of hard 
work and personal responsibility. President 
Obama is committed to preserving that prom-
ise for this and future generations.

During their working years Americans 
contribute to Social Security in exchange for 
a promise that they will receive an income in 
retirement. Unlike those in the other party, we 
will find a solution to protect Social Security 
for future generations. We will block Repub-

lican efforts to subject Americans’ guaranteed 
retirement income to the whims of the stock 
market through privatization. We reject ap-
proaches that 
insist that cut-
ting benefits 
is the only an-
swer. President 
Obama will also 
make it easier 
for Americans to save on their own for retire-
ment and prepare for unforeseen expenses by 
participating in retirement accounts at work. 

Democrats believe that Social Security 
and Medicare must be kept strong for 

seniors, people with disabilities and future 
generations. Democrats adamantly op-
pose any efforts to privatize or voucherize 
Medicare; unlike our opponents we will 
not ask seniors to pay thousands of dol-
lars more every year while they watch the 
value of their Medicare benefits evaporate. 
Democrats believe that Medicare is a sacred 
compact with our seniors. Nearly 50 mil-
lion older Americans and Americans with 
disabilities rely on Medicare each year, and 
the new health care law makes Medicare 
stronger by adding new benefits, fighting 
fraud and improving care for patients. And, 

over 10 years, the law will save the aver-
age Medicare beneficiary $4,200. President 
Obama is already leading the most success-
ful crackdown on health care fraud ever, 
having already recovered 
$10 billion from health 
care scams. We will 
build on those reforms, 
not eliminate Medicare’s 
guarantees. The health 
care law is closing the gap in prescription 
drug coverage known as the “doughnut 
hole.” More than five million seniors have 
already saved money — an average of $600 
last year — and the “doughnut hole” will be 
closed for good by 2020. 

While no changes should adversely affect 
any current or near-retiree, comprehen-

sive reform should address our society’s re-
markable medi-
cal advances in 
longevity and 
allow younger 
workers the 
option of creat-
ing their own 

personal investment accounts as supplements 
to the system. Younger Americans have lost 
all faith in the Social Security system, which 
is understandable when they read the non-

partisan actuary’s reports about its future 
funding status. Born in an old industrial era 
beyond the memory of most Americans, it is 
long overdue for major change, not just an-
other legislative stopgap that postpones a day 
of reckoning. To restore public trust in the 
system, Republicans are committed to setting 
it on a sound fiscal basis that will give work-
ers control over, and a sound return on, their 
investments. The sooner we act, the sooner 
those close to retirement can be reassured of 
their benefits and younger workers can take 
responsibility for planning their own retire-
ment decades from now.

The Republican Party is committed to 
saving Medicare and Medicaid. Unless 

the programs’ fiscal ship is righted, the indi-
viduals hurt first and the worst will be those 

who depend on them the 
most. We will save Medi-
care by modernizing it, by 
empowering its partici-
pants and by putting it on 
a secure financial footing. 

This will be an enormous undertaking, and 
it should be a nonpartisan one. We welcome 
to the effort all who sincerely want to ensure 
the future for our seniors and the poor.

Despite the enormous differences be-
tween Medicare and Medicaid, the two  
programs share the same fiscal outlook: 
their current courses cannot be sustained. 
The first step is to move the two programs 
away from their current unsustainable 
defined-benefit entitlement model to a fis-
cally sound defined contribution model. 
This is the only way to limit costs, restore 
consumer choice for patients and introduce 
competition; for in health care, as in any 
other sector of the economy, genuine com-
petition is the best guarantee of better care 
at lower cost.

Social Security

Medicare

Public education is one of our critical 
democratic institutions. We are commit-

ted to ensuring that every child in America 
has access to a world-class public educa-
tion so we can out-educate the world and 
make sure America has the world’s highest 
proportion of college graduates by 2020. 
This requires excellence at every level of 
our education system, from early learn-
ing through post-secondary education. It 
means we must close the achievement gap 
in America’s schools and ensure that in ev-
ery neighborhood in the country, children 
can benefit from high-quality educational 
opportunities. Democrats are committed 
to working with states and communities so 
they have the flexibility and resources they 
need to improve elementary and second-
ary education in a way that works best for 

students. The Democratic Party understands 
the importance of turning around strug-
gling public schools. We will continue to 
strengthen all our schools and work to ex-
pand public school options for low-income 
youth, including magnet 
schools, charter schools, 
teacher-led schools and 
career academies. We 
Democrats honor our 
nation’s teachers, who 
do a heroic job for their students every day. 
We also believe in carefully crafted evalu-
ation systems that give struggling teachers 
a chance to succeed and protect due pro-
cess if another teacher has to be put in the 
classroom. We also recognize there is no 
substitute for a parent’s involvement in their 
child’s education.

We support options for learning, includ-
ing home-schooling and local innova-

tions like single-sex classes, full-day school 
hours and year-round schools. School choice 
— whether through charter schools, open 

enrollment requests, col-
lege lab schools, virtual 
schools, career and tech-
nical education programs, 
vouchers, or tax credits 
— is important for all 

children, especially for families with chil-
dren trapped in failing schools. We support 
the promotion of local career and technical 
educational programs and entrepreneurial 
programs that have been supported by lead-
ers in industry and will retrain and retool the 

American workforce, which is the best in the 
world. We support its concept of block grants 
and the repeal of numerous federal regula-
tions that interfere with state and local con-
trol of public schools. We support putting the 
needs of students before the special interests 
of unions when approaching elementary and 
secondary education reform. Because parents 
are a child’s first teachers, we support family 
literacy programs, which improve the read-
ing, language and life skills of both parents 
and children from low-income families. To 
ensure that all students have access to the 
mainstream of American life, we support the 
English First approach and oppose divisive 
programs that limit students’ ability to ad-
vance in American society.

(continued on page 6)

Education

Democrats are strongly committed to 
enacting comprehensive immigration 

reform that supports our economic goals and 
reflects our values as both a nation of laws 
and a nation of immigrants. Our prosperity 
depends on an immigration system that re-
flects our values and meets America’s needs. 
But Americans know that today our immi-
gration system is badly broken — separating 
families, undermining honest employers 
and workers, burdening law enforcement 
and leaving millions of people working and 
living in the shadows. The country urgently 
needs comprehensive immigration reform 
that brings undocumented immigrants out of 
the shadows and requires them to get right 
with the law, learn English and pay taxes 
in order to get on a path to earn citizenship. 
We need an immigration reform that creates 
a system for allocating visas that meets our 
economic needs, keeps families together 
and enforces the law. Today the southwest 
border is more secure than at any time in the 
past 20 years. Unlawful crossings are at a 

40-year low, and the Border Patrol is better 
staffed than at any time in its history. We 
are continuing to work to hold employers 
accountable for whom they hire. The De-
partment of Homeland Security is prioritiz-
ing the deportation of criminals who endan-
ger our communities over the deportation 
of immigrants who 
do not pose a threat, 
such as children who 
came here through 
no fault of their own 
and are pursuing an 
education. President Obama’s administra-
tion has streamlined the process of legal 
immigration for immediate relatives of U.S. 
citizens, supporting family reunification as a 
priority, and has enhanced opportunities for 
English-language learning and immigrant 
integration. When states sought to interfere 
with federal immigration law by passing 
local measures targeting immigrants, this 
administration challenged them in court.

Our highest priority is to secure the rule 
of law both at our borders and at ports 

of entry. In this country the rule of law guar-
antees equal treatment to every individual, 
including more than 1 million immigrants to 
whom we grant permanent residence every 
year. That is why we oppose any form of 

amnesty for those 
who, by intentional-
ly violating the law, 
disadvantage those 
who have obeyed 
it. We support the 

mandatory use of the Systematic Alien 
Verification for Entitlements (S.A.V.E.) 
program prior to the granting of any state 
or federal government entitlements or IRS 
refunds. We insist upon enforcement at the 
workplace through verification systems so 
that jobs can be available to all legal work-
ers. When Americans need jobs, it is abso-
lutely essential that we protect them from 
illegal labor in the workplace. That is why 
we support Republican legislation to give 
the Department of Homeland Security long-

term detention authority to keep dangerous 
but undeportable aliens off our streets, expe-
dite expulsion of criminal aliens and make 
gang membership a deportable offense. We 
will create humane procedures to encour-
age illegal aliens to return home voluntarily 
while enforcing the law against those who 
overstay their visas. State efforts to reduce 
illegal immigration must be encouraged, not 
attacked. The pending Department of Justice 
lawsuits against Arizona, Alabama, South 
Carolina and Utah must be dismissed imme-
diately. The double-layered fencing on the 
border that was enacted by Congress in 2006 
but never completed must finally be built. 
In order to restore the rule of law, federal 
funding should be denied to sanctuary cities 
that violate federal law and endanger their 
own citizens, and federal funding should be 
denied to universities that provide in-state 
tuition rates to illegal aliens in open defiance 
of federal law. While we encourage the re-
tention and transmission of heritage tongues, 
we support English as the nation’s official 
language.

Immigration
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Democrat Republican
Faith has always been a central part of the 

American story and a driving force of 
progress and justice throughout our history. 
We know that our nation, our communi-
ties and our lives are made vastly stronger 
and richer by faith and the countless acts 
of justice and mercy it inspires. 
Faith-based organiza- tions will 
always be critical allies in 
meeting the challenges 
that face our nation and 
our world — from do-
mestic and global pov-
erty to climate change 
and human trafficking. People of 
faith and religious organizations 
do amazing work in communi-

ties across this country and the world, and 
we believe in lifting up and valuing that 
good work and finding ways to support it 
where possible. We believe 
in constitutionally sound, evi-
dence-based partnerships with 
faith-based and other nonprofit 
organizations to serve those in 
need and advance our shared 

interests. There is 
no conflict between supporting 
faith-based institutions and 
respecting our Constitution, 
and a full commitment to both 
principles is essential for the 

continued flourishing of both 
faith and country.

We support the right of all families to 
have equal respect, responsibilities and 

protections under the law. We support mar-
riage equality and support the movement to 
secure equal treatment under law for same-
sex couples. We also support the freedom of 
churches and religious entities to decide how 
to administer marriage as a religious sacra-
ment without government interference. 

We oppose discriminatory federal and 
state constitutional amendments and other 

attempts to deny equal protection of the laws 
to committed same-sex couples who seek 
the same respect and responsibilities as other 
married couples. We 
support the full repeal 
of the so-called Defense 
of Marriage Act and the 
passage of the Respect 
for Marriage Act.

Too many Americans live without hope 
for a better future or access to good, 

family-supporting jobs. Fifteen percent of our 
fellow citizens live in poverty, and one in five 
families struggles with food insecurity. Many 
of these families work but are unable to pay 
the bills. The economic crisis has hit low-
income American families particularly hard, 
but merely restoring our country to where it 
was before the economic crisis is not enough. 
We must make ending poverty a national pri-
ority. We must raise the minimum wage and 
index it to inflation. We will continue to fight 
for equal pay for equal work, a strong labor 
movement and access to a world-class educa-
tion for every child. We understand that pov-

erty disproportionately affects communities 
of color and we are committed to working 
with those most affected by poverty. We will 
continue the improvements 
in refundable tax credits for 
low-income families to en-
courage work and education 
while lifting families out of 
poverty. To enhance access 
and equity in employment, 
education and business opportunities we 
encourage initiatives to remove barriers to 
equal opportunity that still exist in America. 
We will expand the Promise Neighborhoods 
Program to prepare more students for col-
lege.

Some 27 million women, men and chil-
dren around the world are victims of 

human trafficking. Trafficking in persons is 
both an affront to our fundamental values 
and, as a source of funds for transnational 
criminals and terrorist organizations, a 
threat to national and international security. 
The administration has used bilateral and 
multilateral diplomacy, targeted foreign as-
sistance, training programs, public outreach 
and law enforcement to combat trafficking 
in persons across the globe. And the admin-
istration has provided technical assistance 
to improve law enforcement and grants to 

support grassroots prevention efforts around 
the world targeting sex and labor trafficking, 
child sex tourism, forced child labor and 
other 
abuses. 
The ad-
ministra-
tion also 
is com-
mitted 
to taking 
action at 
home to fight trafficking, including the sex 
trafficking of young girls. 

The first provision of the First Amend-
ment concerns freedom of religion. 

That assurance has never been more needed 
than it is today. The most of-
fensive instance of this war on 
religion has been the current 
administration’s attempt to 
compel faith-related institu-
tions, as well as believing 
individuals, to contravene their 

deeply held religious, moral or ethical be-
liefs regarding health services, traditional 
marriage or abortion. We pledge to respect 
the religious beliefs and rights of conscience 
of all Americans and to safeguard the inde-
pendence of their institutions from govern-
ment. We support the public display of the 
Ten Commandments as a reflection of our 
history and of our country’s Judeo-Christian 

heritage and affirm the right of students to 
engage in prayer at events in public schools 
and to have equal access to public schools 
and other public facilities to accommodate 
religious freedom in the public square. We 
assert every citizen’s right to apply religious 
values to public policy and the right of 
faith-based organizations to participate fully 
in public programs without renouncing their 
beliefs, removing religious symbols or sub-
mitting to government-imposed hiring prac-
tices. We oppose government discrimination 
against businesses due to religious views. 
We condemn the hate campaigns, threats of 
violence and vandalism by proponents of 
same-sex “marriage” against advocates of 
traditional marriage and call for a federal 
investigation into attempts to deny religious 
believers their civil rights.

A serious threat to our country’s consti-
tutional order is an activist judiciary. A 

blatant example has been the court-ordered 
redefinition of mar-
riage in several states. 
This is more than a 
matter of warring legal 
concepts and ideals. 
It is an assault on the 
foundations of our 
society, challenging 
the institution which, 
for thousands of years 

in virtually every civilization, has been en-
trusted with the rearing of children and the 
transmission of cultural values. We reaffirm 
our support for a Constitutional amendment 
defining marriage as the union of one man 
and one woman. We applaud the citizens of 

the majority of states that have enshrined 
in their constitutions the traditional concept 
of marriage, and we support the campaigns 
underway in several other states to do so. 
It has been proven by both experience and 
endless social science studies that tradi-
tional marriage is best for children. Children 
raised in intact married families are more 
likely to attend college, are physically and 
emotionally healthier, and are less likely to 
use drugs or alcohol, engage in crime or get 
pregnant outside of marriage. The success 
of marriage directly impacts the economic 
well-being of individuals. We recognize 
and honor the courageous efforts of those 
who bear the many burdens of parenting 
alone. We embrace the principle that all 
Americans should be treated with respect 
and dignity.

Welfare reforms enacted in 1996 changed 
the standard for policy success from 

the amount of income transferred to the poor 
to the number of poor who 
moved from welfare to 
economic independence. 
We took the belief of most 
Americans — that welfare 
should be a hand up, not 
a handout — and made it 

law. ... Instead of undermining the expecta-
tion that low-income parents and individuals 

should strive to support themselves, benefit 
programs like food stamps must ensure that 
those benefits are better targeted to those 
who need help the most. For the sake of low-
income families as well as the taxpayers the 
federal government’s entire system of public 
assistance should be reformed to ensure that 
it promotes work. Each year this system dis-
penses nearly $1 trillion in taxpayer funds 
across a maze of approximately 80 programs 
that are neither coordinated nor effective in 
solving poverty and lifting up families.

As we approach the 150th anniversary of 
the Emancipation Proclamation, issued 

by the first Republican President Abraham 
Lincoln, 
we are 
reminded 
to be 
vigilant 
against 
human 
bond-
age in 

whatever form it appears. We will use the full 
force of the law against those who engage in 

modern-day forms of slavery, including the 
commercial sexual exploitation of children 
and the forced labor of men, women and 
children. We call for increased diplomatic 
efforts with foreign governments to root out 
complicit public officials who facilitate or 
perpetrate this evil. We highlight the need for 
greater scrutiny of overseas labor contractors 
to prevent the imposition of usurious terms 
on temporary foreign workers brought to the 
United States. Our government must address 
the increasing role of vicious drug cartels and 
other gangs in controlling human smuggling 
across our southern border. 

Faith

Same-sex 
‘marriage’

Poverty

Combating Human 
Trafficking
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Democrats are committed to protecting 
our natural resources while creating 

jobs, preserving habitats and ensuring that 
future generations can enjoy our nation’s 
outdoor heritage. Significant strides have 
been made to cut pollution and advance 
public health — protecting our children and 
communities from harmful pollution by re-
storing and advancing safeguards for clean 
air and water and by working to reduce car-
bon pollution. Democrats will continue to 
stand up to polluters in the interest of envi-
ronmental and public health. We affirm the 
science of climate change, commit to sig-
nificantly reducing the pollution that causes 
climate change and know we have to meet 
this challenge by driving smart policies 
that lead to greater growth in clean energy 
generation and result in a range of economic 
and social benefits. We have developed 
historic fuel efficiency standards that will 
limit greenhouse gas emissions from our 
vehicles for the first time in history, made 
unprecedented investments in clean energy 
and proposed the first-ever carbon pollu-
tion limits for new fossil-fuel-fired power 
plants. We will continue to support smart, 
energy-efficient manufacturing. Democrats 

pledge to continue showing international 
leadership on climate change while working 
toward an agreement to set emission limits 
in unison with other emerging powers. We 
understand that global climate change may 
disproportionately 
affect the poor, 
and we are com-
mitted to envi-
ronmental justice. 
Democrats will 
continue to work 
with local communities to conserve our pub-
licly-owned lands and dramatically expand 
investments in conserving and restoring for-
ests, grasslands and wetlands across Amer-
ica for generations to come. We will ensure 
that our national parks are protected while 
expanding opportunities for Americans to 
visit and experience these national treasures. 
We will continue working to ensure the 
integrity of the waters Americans rely on 
every day for drinking, swimming and fish-
ing by supporting initiatives that restore our 
rivers, oceans, coasts and watersheds. We 
will preserve landscapes and ecosystems 
and open more lands and waters for hunting, 
fishing and recreation.

The environment is getting cleaner and 
healthier. The nation’s air and water-

ways as a whole are much healthier than 
they were just a few decades ago. However, 
we need a dramatic change in the attitude of 

officials in Wash-
ington, a shift 
from a job-killing 
punitive mental-
ity to a spirit of 
landowners and 
the public. Leg-

islation to restore the authority of states in 
environmental protection is essential. We 
encourage the use of agricultural best man-
agement practices among the states to reduce 
pollution. The Republican Party believes in 
the moral obligation of the people to be 
good stewards of the God-given 
natural beauty and resources 
of our country and bases 

environmental policy on several common-
sense principles. We believe people are the 
most valuable resource, and human health 
and safety are the most important measure-
ments of success. A policy protecting these 
objectives, however, must balance economic 
development and private property rights in 
the short run with conservation goals over 
the long run. Also, public access to public 
lands for recreational activities such as hunt-
ing, fishing and recreational shooting should 
be permitted on all appropriate federal lands. 
Science allows us to weigh the costs and 
benefits of a policy so that we can prudently 
deal with our resources. This is especially 
important when the causes and long-range 
effects of a phenomenon are uncertain. We 

must restore scientific integrity to our 
public research institutions and 

remove political incentives from 
publicly funded research.

Environment

The Democratic Party strongly and un-
equivocally supports Roe v. Wade and a 

woman’s right to make decisions regarding 
her pregnancy, including a safe and legal 
abortion, regardless of ability to pay. We 
oppose any and all efforts to weaken or un-
dermine that right. Abortion is an intensely 
personal decision between a woman, her 
family, her doctor and her clergy; there is 
no place for politicians or government to get 
in the way. We also recognize that health 
care and education help reduce the number 

of unintended pregnancies and thereby also 
reduce the need for abortions. We strongly 
and unequivocally sup-
port a woman’s deci-
sion to have a child by 
providing affordable 
health care and ensuring 
the availability of and 
access to programs that 
help women during pregnancy and after the 
birth of a child, including caring adoption 
programs.

Faithful to the “self-evident” truths 
enshrined in the Declaration of In-

dependence, we assert 
the sanctity of human 
life and affirm that the 
unborn child has a fun-
damental individual right 
to life which cannot be 
infringed. We support a 

human life amendment to the Constitution 
and endorse legislation to make clear that 
the 14th Amendment’s protections apply to 
unborn children. We oppose using public 
revenues to promote or perform abortion or 

fund organizations that perform or advocate 
it and will not fund or subsidize health care 
that includes abortion coverage. Republican 
leadership has led the effort to prohibit the 
barbaric practice of partial-birth abortion 
and permitted states to extend health care 
coverage to children before birth. We urge 
Congress to strengthen the Born Alive In-
fant Protection Act by enacting appropriate 
civil and criminal penalties on health care 
providers who fail to provide treatment and 
care to an infant who survives an abortion, 
including early induction delivery where the 
death of the infant is intended.

(continued on page 8)

Abortion

In the last four years rates of serious 
crimes like murder, rape and robbery 

have reached 50-year lows, but there is more 
work to do. Democrats are fighting for new 
funding that will help keep cops on the street 
and support our police, firefighters and emer-
gency medical technicians. We support ef-
forts to ensure our courageous police officers 
and first responders are equipped with the 
best technology, equipment and innovative 
strategies to prevent and fight crimes. We 
support local prison-to-work programs and 
other initiatives to reduce recidivism, mak-
ing citizens safer and saving the taxpayers 
money. We understand the disproportionate 
effects of crime, violence and incarceration 
on communities of color and are committed 
to working with those communities to find 
solutions. We believe that the death penalty 
must not be arbitrary. DNA testing should 
be used in all appropriate circumstances, 
defendants should have effective assistance 
of counsel and the administration of justice 
should be fair and impartial. We will con-

tinue to nominate and confirm judges who 
are men and women of unquestionable talent 
and character and who will always demon-
strate their faithfulness to our law and our 
Constitution and bring with them a sense 
of how 
American 
society 
works and 
how the 
American 
people 
live. 

We must 
help state, 
local, ter-
ritorial and 
tribal law 
enforcement work together to combat and 
prevent drug crime and drug and alcohol 
abuse, which are blights on our communi-
ties. We will continue to expand the use of 
drug courts. We support the rights of victims 
to be respected, heard and compensated.

Our national experience over the last sev-
eral decades has shown that citizen vigi-

lance, tough but fair prosecutors, meaningful 
sentences, protection of victims’ rights and 
limits on judicial discretion can preserve pub-

lic safety 
by keeping 
criminals 
off the 
streets. We 
support 
manda-
tory prison 
sentencing 
for gang 
crimes, 
violent 
or sexual 

offenses against children, repeat drug deal-
ers, rape, robbery and murder. We support 
a national registry for convicted child mur-
derers. We oppose parole for dangerous or 
repeat felons. Courts should have the option 
of imposing the death penalty in capital 
murder cases. Prisons should do more than 
punish — they should attempt to rehabilitate 
and institute proven prisoner reentry systems 
to reduce recidivism and future victimization. 

Government at all levels should work with 
faith-based institutions that have proven track 
records in diverting young and first-time, 
nonviolent offenders from criminal careers. 
We endorse state and local initiatives that 
are trying new approaches to curbing drug 
abuse and diverting first-time offenders to 
rehabilitation. Public authorities must regain 
control of their correctional institutions. We 
cannot allow prisons to become ethnic or 
racial battlegrounds. Breaking the cycle of 
crime begins with the children of those who 
are prisoners. Deprived of a parent through 
no fault of their own, these youngsters should 
be a special concern of our schools, social 
services and religious institutions. We call 
on the states to make it a bipartisan priority 
to protect the rights of crime victims, who 
should also be assured of access to social and 
legal services. Federal criminal law should 
focus on acts by federal employees or acts 
committed on federal property — and leave 
the rest to the states. Then Congress should 
withdraw from federal departments and 
agencies the power to criminalize behavior, 
a practice which, according to the Congres-
sional Research Service, has created “tens of 
thousands” of criminal offenses.

Public Safety, 
Justice and Crime 

Prevention
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Ky. Baptists may end Georgetown partnership
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The Kentucky Baptist Convention’s 

(KBC) administrative committee has unanimously approved a 
recommendation to withdraw from the convention’s ministry rela-
tionship with Georgetown College.

The committee’s Sept. 11 recommendation will go to the KBC 
Mission Board, which could place it before messengers to the con-
vention’s Nov. 13 annual meeting.

“The Kentucky Baptist Convention and Georgetown College 
have had a long and fruitful relationship for many, many years,” 
committee chairman Floyd Paris, pastor of Unity Baptist Church, 
Ashland, Ky., told the Western Recorder, Kentucky Baptists’ 
newsjournal. 

The time has now come to allow both organizations the freedom 
to pursue the direction of the Lord’s leadership, Paris said.

“In recent years Georgetown has sought to expand their ecu-
menical appeal by increasing the number and influence of non-
Baptist board members,” Paris added.

Members of the KBC Mission Board will take up the matter 
when they meet prior to the KBC’s annual meeting. If approved, 
the recommendation will proceed to convention messengers for 
consideration during the Nov. 13 convention. With messengers’ 
approval a written notice of termination would follow, fulfilling a 
requirement of a one-year notification.

Coalition faces ‘post-Christian’ challenges
WASHINGTON — A diverse coalition of pastors and theo-

logical educators has launched an initiative offering a platform 
for evangelicals to develop theology and practice for mission and 
ministry in “post-Christian” North America.

The Missio Alliance will “provide a place for theological dia-
logue, training and the creation of resources to navigate present 
and future missional challenges,” said Chris Backert, a key orga-
nizer of the effort.

An inaugural conference in April 2013 in suburban Washington 
will feature an array of presenters, including evangelical heavy-
weights Alan Hirsch, Scot McKnight and Dallas Willard.

“There’s a need to consider afresh what God is doing and call-
ing us to in His mission,” Backert said. “In recent history we have 
witnessed increasing fragmentation within evangelical Protestant-
ism and sharp denominational decline. Yet even amidst these chal-
lenges, we believe there is a unique opportunity to work toward the 
renewal of the church for mission in North America.”

Among the conference sponsors are the Virginia Baptist Mis-
sion Board, the John Leland Center for Theological Studies, 
George Fox Evangelical Seminary, Fuller Theological Seminary 
and Northern Baptist Theological Seminary.

NAMB to boost church planters’ retirement accounts
ALPHARETTA, Ga. — The North American Mission Board 

(NAMB) is providing a one-time deposit of $1,200 into the re-
tirement accounts of Southern Baptist church planters who have 
joined its Send North America Support Network. NAMB will pro-
vide a one-time contribution to planters who are five years or less 
into the process and who have joined its network by Oct. 31.

“Because of the faithfulness of Southern Baptists, we are able 
to bless our missionaries in this way,” said Kevin Ezell, NAMB’s 
president. “It is a small amount, but we hope this will help get 
many of them started toward setting aside money for retirement 
— even though for many that is a distant thought.”

Micah Millican, director of church planter relations for NAMB, 
said, “We want planters to develop the discipline of investing in 
their financial future. We’re not just interested in their success 
over the next five years but over the next five decades of ministry.”

For more information, visit namb.net/cpprofile.

$110,000 offering from Pastors Conference distributed
ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Checks totaling more than $110,000 

for Southern Baptist causes have been distributed from the Pastors 
Conference offering received in June in New Orleans prior to the 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Of the money given at the conference, more than $50,000 went 
to the International Mission Board to aid in Scripture translation 
and distribution projects; a $50,000 check to the North American 
Mission Board and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering will be 
used in church planting; and $10,000 was given to GuideStone for 
assistance to retired Southern Baptist ministers, workers and wid-
ows.

Despite the two decades that have passed since the 
end of the Cold War, large stockpiles of nuclear 

weapons persist and more nations are interested in 
acquiring them. Nuclear testing and black-market trade 
in sensitive nuclear materials continue. And terrorists 
remain determined to buy, build or steal the ultimate 
weapon. 

The Democratic Party is committed to preventing 
the further spread of nuclear weapons and to eventually 
ridding the planet of these catastrophic weapons. It will 
require patience, perseverance and the steady accumu-
lation of concrete actions. The Obama administration 
has moved away from Cold War thinking by reducing 
the prominence of 
nuclear weapons in 
America’s national 
security strategy 
and has urged oth-
ers to do the same. 
As long as these weapons exist the United States will 
maintain a safe, secure and effective arsenal to deter 
any adversary and guarantee the defense of our allies. 
To reduce our warheads and stockpile, lower the threat 
of a nuclear exchange and lay the foundation for future 
progress, President Obama negotiated and signed the 
landmark New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty with 
Russia, producing cuts in each side’s deployed nuclear 
stockpiles and launchers and allowing us to monitor 
and verify Russia’s arsenal. The President will work 
with Russia to achieve additional reductions in stock-
piles and nuclear delivery vehicles, including tactical 
and nondeployed nuclear weapons. We will also seek 
a new Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty that prohibits 
the production of fissile materials intended for use in 
nuclear weapons. The Democratic Party is also com-
mitted to strengthening the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty as the bedrock of international efforts to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons to additional countries. 
As we work to uphold our obligations under the treaty 
by reducing stockpiles and recognizing the rights of all 
rule-abiding states to peaceful nuclear energy, we will 
insist that countries without nuclear weapons comply 
with their obligations not to develop them and will en-
sure that violators face real consequences. 

We recognize that the gravest terror threat 
we face — a nuclear attack made possible 

by nuclear proliferation — requires a compre-
hensive strategy for reducing the world’s nuclear 
stockpiles and preventing the spread of those 
armaments. But the U.S. can lead that effort only 
if it maintains an effective strategic arsenal at a 
level sufficient to fulfill its deterrent purposes. The 
United States is the only nuclear power not mod-
ernizing its nuclear stockpile. The current admin-
istration has systematically undermined America’s 
missile defense by abandoning the missile defense 
bases in Poland and the Czech Republic, reducing 

the number of 
planned inter-
ceptors in Alas-
ka and cutting 
the budget for 
missile defense. 

A strong and effective strategic arsenal is still nec-
essary as a deterrent against competitors like Rus-
sia or China. But the danger in this age of asym-
metric or nontraditional warfare comes from other 
quarters as well. With unstable regimes in Iran and 
North Korea determined to develop nuclear-tipped 
missiles capable of reaching the United States, 
and with the possibility that a terrorist group could 
gain control of a nuclear weapon, it is folly to 
abandon a missile shield for the country.

Nuclear Weapons

The Democratic Party maintains an unshakable 
commitment to Israel’s security. Despite budget-

ary constraints, the president has worked with Con-
gress to increase security assistance to Israel every 
single year since taking office. The administration has 
also worked to ensure Israel’s qualitative military edge 
in the region. And we have deepened defense coopera-
tion to help Israel ad-
dress its most pressing 
threats, including the 
growing danger posed 
by rockets and missiles 
emanating from the 
Gaza Strip, Lebanon, 
Syria and Iran. The president’s consistent support for 
Israel’s right to defend itself and his steadfast opposi-
tion to any attempt to delegitimize Israel on the world 
stage are further evidence of our enduring commitment 
to Israel’s security. 

It is precisely because of this commitment that the 
Democratic Party seeks peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians. A just and lasting Israeli-Palestinian ac-
cord, producing two states for two peoples, would 
contribute to regional stability and help sustain Israel’s 
identity as a Jewish and democratic state. President 
Obama will continue to press Arab states to reach out 
to Israel. We will insist that any Palestinian partner 
must recognize Israel’s right to exist, reject violence 
and adhere to existing agreements.

I srael and the United States are part of the great 
fellowship of democracies who speak the same 

language of freedom, justice and the right of every 
person to live in peace. The security of Israel is 
in the vital national security interest of the United 
States; our alliance is based not only on shared 
interests, but also shared values. We affirm our 

unequivocal com-
mitment to Is-
rael’s security and 
will ensure that it 
maintains a quali-
tative edge in mil-
itary technology 

over any potential adversaries. We support Israel’s 
right to exist as a Jewish state with secure, defen-
sible borders; and we envision two democratic 
states — Israel with Jerusalem as its capital and 
Palestine — living in peace and security. For that 
to happen, the Palestinian people must support 
leaders who reject terror, embrace the institutions 
and ethos of democracy, and respect the rule of 
law. We call on Arab governments throughout the 
region to help advance that goal. Israel should not 
be expected to negotiate with entities pledged to 
her destruction. We call on the new government in 
Egypt to fully uphold its peace treaty with Israel.

The Middle East 

Democrat Republican

Party
Platforms

EDITOR’S NOTE — To read the full ver-
sions of the platforms, visit assets.dstatic.org/
dnc-platform/2012-National-Platform.pdf and 
whitehouse12.com/republican-party-platform. 
To hear the candidates express their stands on 
hunger, watch the videos available at www.
bread.org.
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To the best of our knowledge, all of the ads in The Alabama Baptist 
represent legitimate companies and offerings. However, one should always 

exercise normal business caution in responding to ads.

Baptist leaders: proclaim the gospel, 
plant churches, promote sound teaching

Columbia Assoc. 
worker arrested

(continued from page 1)
Research, said the Pew report does 
not indicate a sky-is-falling mo-
ment. “I am one to quickly point 
out when there are struggles and 
challenges,” Stetzer told Baptist 
Press. “But this is the natural pro-
gression of a secularized society 
that has lost the value of identify-
ing itself as Christian. 

“We have about the same per-
centage of evangelicals as we did 
over the last few decades. Fur-
thermore, that holds true among 
young adults as well,” he said. 

The Church in America has be-
come like a bear fed by tourists 
because of so-called “seekers” 
willing to return to church to re-
capture their childhood religious 
memories, Stetzer said. 

“What happens when you feed 
the bear is eventually it can’t fend 
for itself,” Stetzer said. “I think 
the people of the Church have to 

learn to fend for themselves by go-
ing out and proclaiming the gos-
pel, not counting on a really cool 
church to preach the gospel for 
them.”

Russell Moore, dean of the 
school of theology at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky., said believers 
should be more concerned about 
the loss of a Christian majority in 
Protestant churches than the loss 
of a Protestant majority in the U.S.

“What we should pay attention 
to instead may be the fresh wind 
of orthodox Christianity whistling 
through the leaves — especially 
throughout the Third World, and 
in some unlikely places in North 
America as well,” Moore wrote 
Oct. 9 at russellmoore.com. 

“Sometimes animists, Bud-
dhists and body-pierced Starbucks 
employees are more fertile ground 
for the gospel than the confirmed 

Episcopalian at the helm of the 
Rotary Club.”

It’s not necessarily a bad thing 
that this generation of Christ-fol-
lowers in the U.S. finds itself en-
gaging a culture that is unfamiliar 
with the claims of Jesus rather than 
one that thinks it already knows 
what Christianity is about, he said. 
“The American Protestant major-
ity is over,” Moore wrote. “Now 
let’s pray for something new — 
like a global Christian majority, 
on earth as it is in heaven.”  (BP)

Tonya Woodward, who 
worked with Columbia Bap-

tist Association as financial sec-
retary and administrative assis-
tant to Director of Missions Jerry 
Grandstaff, was arrested Oct. 8, 
according to news reports coming 
out of Dothan. 

According to a report by the 
Dothan Eagle, court records show 
that Dothan police investigators 
arrested Woodward, charging her 
with 10 felony counts of second-
degree theft of property. 

The charges allege Woodward 
committed a series of thefts from 
Columbia Association during the 
year, according to the warrants re-
ported by the Dothan Eagle.

She was released from custody 
after posting bail, according to 
records reported by the Dothan 
Eagle.

Grandstaff said that on the 
advice of the association’s attor-
neys, the association is not com-
menting on the issue due to the 
ongoing investigation.

Woodward is a member of Clo-
verdale Baptist Church, Dothan.

(TAB)
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Market Place
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT OF THE ALABAMA BAPTIST, 205-870-4720, EXT. 102, OR EMAIL ADS@THEALABAMABAPTIST.ORG. COPY DEADLINE IS TWO WEEKS BEFORE PUBLICATION.

CHURCH POSITIONS
SENIOR Pastor: First Baptist 
Church of Vernon in the Lamar County 
Association is prayerfully seeking a 
full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resumés to: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 430, 
Vernon, AL 35592.

Bivocational Pastor: Bethel 
Baptist Church, Brent, Ala., is seeking 
a bivocational pastor to begin Jan. 1, 
2013. Send resumés to: Danny Russell, 
298 Tabernacle Road, Brent, AL 35034.

Minister of Music: Fairhope Av-
enue Baptist Church in Fairhope, Ala., 
is searching for a music director. This 
is a part-time position with prefer-
ence in traditional and blended lead-
ership. Some contemporary music 
is acceptable. Please send resumés 
to: Fairhope Avenue Baptist Church, 
ATTN: Personnel Committee, P.O. Box 
1086, Fairhope, AL 36533, or fabc@att.
net.

YOUTH MINISTER/DIRECTOR: First 
Baptist Church of Thomasville, Ga., 
is seeking a full-time youth minister/
director. Seminary degree is preferred. 
Position would be primarily focused on 
ministry to 7th–12th grades. If interest-
ed or if more information is required, 
please email Reid Wylie (associate 
pastor of young adults and next gener-
ations) at rwylie@fbcthomasville.com.

YOUTH PASTOR: Grace Baptist 
Church, Oxford, Ala., has an opening 
for a full-time youth pastor. If inter-
ested, please contact Chris Cross at 
cpcross1@yahoo.com.

other POSITIONS
Christian Ministry’s Retail 
Center — Seeking Manager: 
Must have management experience 
along with organizational, personnel 
and computer skills. Must be able to 
lift up to 40 lbs. and assist in all areas 
of the store. Must have clean driving 
record and valid DL. Must be person-
able and friendly. Salary is competitive 
and based on experience. For more 
information, email adam@jimmiehale-
mission.com.

independent sales associate 
contractor: The 170-year-old 
Alabama Baptist is an award-winning 
statewide weekly newspaper with 
more than 200,000 readers. Baptists 
comprise the largest Christian denomi-
nation in Alabama with membership of 
more than a million. The Alabama Bap-
tist is seeking contract sales people 
with the ability to develop advertising 
partnerships with businesses and or-
ganizations interested in reaching the 
key demographics of our readers and 
growing their business. As an indepen-
dent sales associate contractor, you 
would work from your home office with 
no territory restrictions. The Alabama 
Baptist, Inc. provides a unique work-
ing environment. We are partners with 
the churches of the Alabama Baptist 
State Convention working together 
for the advancement of the Kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Each employee is expected to man-
age his/her personal and professional 
life in accordance with this relation-
ship and consistent with the tradi-
tions of The Alabama Baptist. Send 
resumés and inquiries to: bgilmore@ 

thealabamabaptist.org.

business
Mattress Liquidation: Queen 
sets $150 and up. King sets $225 and 
up. Other sizes available. National 
brands, new in plastic. Call or text 256-
452-1991. 

MOVING? LOCAL, STATEWIDE OR 
LONG DISTANCE: Coleman Ameri-
can/Allied Van Lines. Special rate and 
programs for Alabama Baptist minis-
ters, staff and church members. Call 
Gary Washington at 205-540-7470.

NEED A CHURCH PIANIST?: We 
have piano CDs for churches to sing 
by. Hymns, gospel, Christmas, cho-
ruses, etc. Worship Service Resourc-
es, 1-877-977-6800. Free demo. www. 
wsrpianocds.com.

Christian Values Business Op-
portunity: Christian Values Tech-
nology Company seeks mature busi-
ness professionals for high-income op-
portunity. Home-based office. Hands-
on support and apprenticeship-style 
training. For complete information, call 
Paul at 888-710-6994. 

CHURCH SIGNS: Reliable Signs of-
fers design, fabrication, installation 
and service. All types of signs from 
electronic messaging to traditional. 
Statewide coverage. Christian-owned. 
Many church references available. 
www.reliablesigns.com 800-729-6844, 
205-664-0955.

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION: 
egive-usa.com — Good stewardship 

made easy. Please call or email us for 
a free brochure. 1-866-303-6623 or 
brad@egive-usa.com.

church CONSTRUCTION
CHURCH BUILDING PROJECTS: Let 
Webb Builders help your church ex-
pand its facilities. Large or small proj-
ects. Your plans or use our custom-de-
sign building services. State licensed 
with 25+ years experience. Call Webb 
Builders Inc., 334-285-9302. Millbrook, 
Ala. Numerous church references 
available.

TRAVEL/VACATION
LOG CABIN: Lake Guntersville 
area, beautiful view and fully fur-
nished. Discounts to ministers. Log 
on to www.paradisevista.net to see  
pictures. Call for reservations at 205-
540-3600.

MISCELLANEOUS
Judgment Day Evangelistic 
Drama: Cottage Hill Baptist, Pleasant 
Grove, AL 35127. Oct. 27, 6–10 p.m. 
Oct. 28–31, 6–9 p.m. Reservations: 
205-744-8521 or cottagehillbaptist.org.

Experience “A VISIT WITH LOT-
TIE MOON”: An inspiring and touch-
ing live dramatic monologue by Laurita 
Mullins Miller perfect for Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering emphasis. Email 
christiancloseups@charter.net or call 
205-267-2945.

for sale
Lesley Speakers: #971 and 525. 
Installed 1 year. Never used. Price 
$4,500. Call 256-739-4628 or 256-775-
6307.

Want to 
know God?

By Pastor Scotty Hogan
Westmeade Baptist Church, Decatur

Have you noticed some 
people are really loud 

and to get attention they 
get even louder? God can 
be loud if needed. He can 
shout into our life through 
circumstances, events and 
tragedies. He can make 
Himself known through 
hurts and pain. But most of-
ten when it comes to calling 
us to salvation and know-
ing Him, it is more in line 
with the way He spoke to 
Elijah. The Bible declares 
in 1 Kings 19:10–11, “And 
he said, ‘Go forth, and stand 
upon the mount before the 
Lord.’ And, behold, the Lord 
passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the moun-
tains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before the Lord; but 
the Lord was not in the wind. 
And after the wind an earth-
quake; but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake. And after 
the earthquake a fire; but 
the Lord was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still small 
voice.” 

That is the way it is with 
most of us. God speaks with 
whispered tones. In the deep 
recesses of our mind, where 
no one knows but you and 
God, He speaks. It is so sub-
tle that sometimes we ques-
tion if the voice we heard 
was God or was our mind 
just playing tricks on us. 
His still small voice inter-
rupts the routine of our lives, 
calls us to question our ac-
tions and to contemplate our 
future. God generally does 
not shout to call us to repen-
tance. He does not scold us 
in a raised voice over our sin. 
He does not loudly call our 
name to our embarrassment 
in the midst of a crowd to 
correct us. He could, but He 
does not.

The Bible says in Romans 
2:4 that it is the goodness of 
God that leads to repentance. 
It is His loving kindness that 
speaks His still small voice 
to our hearts, calling us out 
of darkness into His light. 
For some the image of God 
is the cosmic cop wanting to 
catch us in our sin and arrest 
us for all our wrongs. Noth-
ing could be farther from the 
truth. He loved the whole 
world enough to send the 
most precious gift of all, His 
dear Son, to be our Savior, 
Redeemer.

Listen for His voice today. 
The writer of Hebrews de-
clares in Hebrews 3:15, “To-
day, if you hear his voice, do 
not harden your hearts.” Do 
you hear Him?

PC
Alabama Baptist Giving
Year to Date through September 30, 2012

September

YEAR TO DATE

Alabama Cooperative Program Gifts

CP Challenge Budget Goal........................... $3,641,666
CP Challenge Budget Gifts........................... $2,710,763
Under Goal for Month...................................... $930,903

CP Challenge Budget Goal..........................$32,774,994
CP Challenge Budget Gifts..........................$30,500,886
Under Goal for Year........................................$2,274,108

Rick Hagans, founder and 
president of Harvest Evan-
gelism in Opelika, has a 

sign in his ministry’s office that 
states, “Programs don’t change 
people. God changes people.”

It is a message that resounds 
throughout the different outreach-
es of Harvest Evangelism, a min-
istry that reaches out to the home-
less and those struggling with life-
controlling problems like drug and 
alcohol abuse. 

Hagans, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Opelika, and a 
traveling evangelist who has been 
preaching since he “was 9 years 
old,” began a Christian ministry 
in Auburn in 1980 known as East 
Alabama Challenge along with a 
Christian coffeehouse. That cof-
feehouse later morphed into what 
is now known as His Place, a 
“place of restoration for men 18 

plained that events like an annual 
banquet raise needed funds to care 
for these men and women, about 
80 percent of whom come from 

Christian homes and 
backgrounds.

“We believe we’re a 
ministry of the Church, 
and we trust the Church 
and Christian people to 
help us,” he said. “If we 
didn’t have people to 
stand with us we could 
never do it on our own.”

This year’s 25th an-
nual banquet was held 
Oct. 1. The event raises 
10 to 15 percent of the 

ministry’s yearly budget, Hagans 
said.

Nineteen people attended 
the first banquet. In stark con-
trast, this year’s event, held at 
Opelika Event Center, drew ap-

years and older” who have life-
controlling problems. 

Hagans also began a similar 
program for women called Ho-
sanna Home, open to 
women over the age of 
18 who are troubled by 
life-controlling prob-
lems; Hope’s Inn, which 
reaches out to women in 
crisis situations; Hope 
Clinic, a free medical 
clinic located within 
Hope’s Inn that serves 
Chambers, Randolph 
and Tallapoosa counties; 
and the 116,000-square-
foot Harvest Thrift Su-
per Center in Opelika, which pro-
vides employment opportunities 
to some of the programs’ gradu-
ates.

But because the ministry takes 
no government money, Hagans ex-

proximately 650 attendees.
During the banquet, people who 

have gone through the ministry’s 
programs shared testimonies of 
how they had been helped and 
how God restored them. 

Jim Cymbala, pastor of The 
Brooklyn Tabernacle in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., and author of “Fresh 
Wind, Fresh Fire,” served as the 
evening’s guest speaker. Hagans, 
who has preached at The Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, said he was excited to 
have Cymbala speak to those in at-
tendance. 

“The banquet is a chance to cel-
ebrate what God still does — He 
still reaches the least and the last 
and the lost,” Hagans explained. 
“To have some little kid come up 
and say, ‘Thank you for bringing 
my mommy back,’ — that’s … 
what the banquet is about.” 

(Julie Payne)

Harvest Evangelism celebrates ‘what God still does’

hagans
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State Budget: 
Not Out of the Woods Yet
By Jim Williams
Special to The Alabama Baptist

On Sept. 18 Alabamians 
voted to supplement the 

state’s general fund operating 
budget by transferring $437 
million from the Alabama Trust 
Fund (ATF) over the next three 
years. The general fund budget 
is smaller today than in 2008; 
it would have been unbalanced 
without money from the state’s 
“savings account,” forcing the 
governor to make significant 
reductions.  

This is a continuing problem.  
The general fund received mil-
lions in federal subsidies from 
2009–2011. It also received 
$162 million from the ATF in 
2009, which the state must pay 
back over 10 years. Although 
the new transfers do not require 
repayment, state officials have 
publicly committed to doing 
so. This will mean taking $600 
million from future general 
fund revenues to repay the ATF 
rather than provide services.

Clearly the state budget is not 
out of the woods yet. It needs  
more revenue growth and better 
spending controls. 

The state’s general fund reve-
nues always have been anemic, 
due in part to low taxes. Ala-
bama has collected the lowest 
state and local tax revenues per 
capita in 23 of the past 25 years, 
and we earmark 84 percent of 
state taxes. Most high-growth 
taxes belong to the separate 
education budget. While the 

Legislature has moved some 
earmarked money to the gen-
eral fund, doing more is contro-
versial. 

Key Alabama officials have a 
“no new taxes” stance but sup-
port action by Congress so that 
states can collect existing taxes 
on Internet, mail order and 
telephone transactions with 
out-of-state companies. This 
might raise more than $200 
million annually, half going to 
the state.

Medicaid consumes more 
than a third of the general fund 
budget. Federal rules hamper 
control of its costs and unfairly 
reduce funding to high-pov-
erty states like Alabama. The 
presidential candidates want 
to change the program in very 
different ways, and states will 
have to make major decisions 
regardless of who wins. 

Alabama’s path out of the 
woods also must include a 
bigger commitment to setting 
goals and tracking performance 
within state agencies, and better 
control over processes like the 
use of technology that promise 
savings across agency lines.  
Otherwise it’s likely that in the 
future state officials will again 
have to decide how to bail out 
the general fund budget.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Jim Wil-
liams is executive director for 
the nonprofit, nonpartisan Pub-
lic Affairs Research Council of 
Alabama. 

BESSEMER
4Canaan Church, Bes-

semer, will hold the Hallelujah 
Carnival Oct. 31, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
There will be a gospel hayride, 
cake walk, trunk and treat, games 
and more. For information call 
205-425-4381. Morgan Bailey is 
pastor.4Seventh Street Church, 
Bessemer, will celebrate its 90th 
homecoming Oct. 28, 10:30 a.m. 
Wesley Wade will sing and a pot-
luck lunch will follow the service. 
Sam Davidson is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM
4Stacey Boutwell is the new 

minister of education and senior 
adults for Lakeside Church, 
B i r m i n g -
ham. He is 
an adjunct 
professor of 
theo log ica l 
and histori-
cal studies for 
New Orleans 
Semina ry ’s 
Birmingham 
e x t e n s i o n 
and previ-
ously served 
at Grace Church, Oxford. Richard 
Trader is interim pastor.

BIBB
4First Church, West 

College in Phenix 
City, a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal 
justice from Troy 
University and a master of divinity 
degree from New Orleans Semi-
nary. He previously served as pas-
tor of Callaway Church, LaGrange, 
Ga.; Crystal Valley Church and 
Oates Avenue Church, Columbus, 
Ga.; Avalon Woods Church, Seale; 
and Talisheek Church, Talisheek, 
La. He has been an adjunct profes-
sor at Luther Rice Bible College 

and Seminary 
for the Co-
lumbus, Ga., 
extension and 
at New Or-
leans Semi-
nary’s South 
Georgia ex-
tension. He 
was a deputy 
sheriff in 
M u s c o g e e 
County, Ga., 

for 10 years and is an honorably 
discharged U.S. Navy veteran. He 
and his wife, Kathy, have one son.

MARSHALL
4Jeff Martin is the new pas-

tor of Southside Church, Albert-
ville. He previously served as pas-
tor of Carlisle Church, Boaz, from 
2005–2012 and as youth minister 
of Solitude Church, Albertville, 
from 1999–2003. He and his wife, 
Beth, have three children.

MORGAN
4Shiloh Church, Somerville, 

will present an eight-scene walk-
through drama, The Judgement 
Seat, Oct. 29–Nov. 1, 6–10 p.m. 
Reservations will be offered to 
groups of 10 or more. Reservations 
are not required but recommended 
for large groups. Recommended 
for ages 10 and up; no child care 
will be available. For information 
call 256-286-0509. Charles Owens 
is pastor.

NORTH JEFFERSON
4Jason Dunlap has resigned 

as pastor of Sharon Heights 
Church, Birmingham. 

SIPSEY
4Cross Roads Missionary 

Church, Gordo, will hold revival 
Oct. 28–31, Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Monday–Wednesday. Jerry 
Elmore will speak. Delbert Can-
terberry is pastor.4Sipsey Asso-
ciation’s annual meeting will be 
at New Hope Missionary Church, 
Berry, Nov. 1 with sessions at 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m. A covered-dish 
dinner will be at 5 p.m. Max Strip-
ling is director of missions.

TALLAPOOSA
4Hillabee Church, Alexan-

der City, will celebrate homecom-
ing Oct. 21, 10 a.m. Bill Hand will 
speak and Don Macon will lead 
music. Lunch will follow. Vince 
Lee is pastor.

Blocton, will celebrate founder’s 
day Oct. 21, 11 a.m. Ronnie Blake 
will speak and sing and lunch will 
follow the service. Robert Praytor 
is pastor.

CALHOUN
4New Haven Church, An-

niston, will hold its annual holi-
day bazaar with Christmas trees, 
wreaths, arrangements, toys, gifts 
and more for sale, Nov. 2, 5–8 p.m. 
and Nov. 3, 8 a.m.–noon. Roy Cor-
dle is pastor.

CHILTON
4Clint Harris resigned as 

pastor of Pates Chapel Church, 
Jemison, to become the pastor of 
Crestview Church, Prattville. His 
first day at Crestview was Oct. 7.

COFFEE
4The youth of Macedonia 

Church, Enterprise, will collect 
blankets, coats, scarves and gloves 
at the church for the homeless and 
others in need from 7 p.m. Nov. 3 
until 9 a.m. Nov. 4. For information 
call 334-347-7364. Lane Harris is 
pastor.

EAST LIBERTY
4Ronnie Jordan is the new 

pastor of First Church, Lanett. 
He holds an associate degree from 
Chattahoochee Valley Community 

boutwell

jordan
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Poll: most Americans do not mind 
athletes expressing faith on, off field
Tim Tebow can wear all the 

Bible verses he wants on his 
eye black: most Americans 

don’t mind professional athletes 
expressing their faith on and off 
the field, according to a new study.

A poll conducted by Grey Mat-
ter Research and Consulting shows 
that 49 percent of Americans see 

athletes’ public expressions of faith 
favorably; 32 percent don’t care 
and 19 percent take a more nega-
tive view.

More than 1,000 American 
adults were polled about public 
displays of religion among profes-
sional athletes. Participants were 
asked about specific religious ac-
tions commonly displayed by re-
ligious athletes including prayer 
after games, speaking about faith 
in interviews and making religious 
signs, such as crossing oneself or 
pointing heavenward, on the field.

“As a Christian, it’s very en-
couraging because I believe we 
recognize the influence that Chris-
tian athletes can have,” especially 
in such a sports-minded country, 
said Josh Canales, the Los Angeles 

County director for Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. Canales played 
baseball at University of Florida 
and University of California, Los 
Angeles, then played three seasons 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Americans are most supportive 
of opposing teams praying together 
after games with 55 percent of all 
Americans viewing it positively.

Americans’ least favorite ex-
pression of religion is when “ath-
letes suggest that God helped them 
or their team accomplish some-
thing,” according to the study. Re-
sponses to statements such as “God 
really gave me strength out there” 
or “I kept believing and God let 
me hit that home run,” are viewed 
negatively by 26 percent of respon-
dents.   (RNS)

GuideStone Financial  
Resources has an-

nounced its plans for 
Retirement:Now, a free one-
week event to coincide with 
National Save for Retire-
ment Week (Oct. 21–27).   

Retirement:Now “will 
help employers create a re-
tirement-focused interactive 
learning environment for the 
benefit of their employees,” 
according to a GuideStone 
news release.  

Organizations need to 
simply download ready-to-
use resources that they can 
make available to employees 
throughout the week. Ma-
terials are applicable to all 
employees. 

Retirement:Now resourc-
es can be accessed at http://
www.guidestoneretirement.
org/Promotions/Retirement-
Now.aspx.   (BP)

GuideStone to hold 
retirement event

Want to see your news in The Alabama Baptist?
Email your information to news@thealabamabaptist.org.
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‘Go where God leads’
Forest Park volunteer follows God to Mexico in search of Montgomery Mixtec family

Photo courtesy of Forest Park Ministry Center

called to go — Forest Park Ministry 
Center volunteer Sherry White spends time 
with Raoul, Joselina and their family.

(continued from page 1)
prepared for the kindergar-
ten class which he would enter  
the following school year,” Mc-
Cullough said.

Sherry White, a volunteer who 
had been on multiple missions 
trips to Mexico, related well with 
the women and families — es-
pecially Joselina’s — dedicating 
time and energy to nurturing the 
children. But despite the progress 
the family had made learning Eng-
lish, Raoul, Joselina’s husband, 

was deported to Mexico. Know-
ing she would now be the sole 
provider for her family, Joselina 
learned the bus system and began 
working outside of the home. 

However, the family missed 
Raoul and moved back to Mexico 
to be with him. 

The center volunteers were dis-
heartened to see them leave, so 
White promised that on her next 
missions trip she would locate 
them.

In July of this year an opportu-

nity arose for White to travel to 
Mexico. 

She corresponded with Oscar, 
a missionary friend there, and 
learned Joselina’s children had 
been ill and their living conditions 
were poor. 

‘My heart was broken’
Arriving in Mexico, White met 

with the family and was shocked 
by their weight loss and seeming 
hopelessness. 

“My heart was broken. God had 

plans for this fam-
ily,” White wrote 
on the ministry’s 
blog. “I knew God 
had not brought me 
on this journey to 
find the family in 
this situation and 
not help, so I start-
ed trying to find out 
how much would 
it cost to pay for 
housing and utili-
ties.”

White and oth-
ers partnered with 
a local church that 
helped them lo-
cate an inexpensive 
house. They offered 
the house to the 
family if Joselina and Raoul agreed 
to send their children to school, at-
tend church and find employment. 
The family immediately agreed. 

In September, White returned to 
visit the family for accountability, 

discipleship and mentoring. She 
found an employed Raoul and a 
family settling into their home and 
working toward assimilating into 
the community.

White feels that through learn-
ing about Joselina’s family and 
helping them in their need, she has 
been taught an important lesson: 
Go where God leads. 

‘He is working’
“We feel that God has shown us 

that He is working, whether in our 
neighborhood or in another coun-
try, and we must be willing to sur-
render to the call to go — where 
He leads,” White wrote on the min-
istry’s blog. 

“You never know — a simple 
trip into the neighborhood could 
lead you to the mountains of Mex-
ico.”

For more information about For-
est Park Ministry Center, call 334-
269-5726 or visit www.forestpark-
ministry.blogspot.com.
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Sunday School Lessons For October 21

LIVING IN COMMUNITY
1 Peter 4:1–11

Support One Another (1–6)
Christians ought to live in such a way that 

we shock the unbelievers around us. We 
need to prepare ourselves mentally to be 
willing to suffer for Jesus as we live for His 
glory in all that we do. We must continu-
ally remind ourselves that the One we wor-
ship was a poor, homeless prophet who was 
crucified. The Christian life is the best life, 
but it’s not the easiest life. Following Jesus 
as His disciple is not equivalent to taking a 
stroll in the park.  

Christians ought to shock unbelievers 
around them because they live differently. 
No one meets Jesus and stays the same. 
Because Jesus lives we live for Jesus. We 
no longer serve sin as our master. We do 
not spend our days overcome by the de-
sires of the flesh as we once did. Now we 
live for the will of God. By the power of 
transforming grace, Christians have closed 
the book on godless living. The Holy Spirit 
enables the believer to resist the temptations 
to fulfill the sinful desires of the flesh. Our 
lives are not to be characterized by sensu-
ality, immoral pleasure-seeking or unholy 
lifestyles. Christians are continually being 
transformed more and more into the image 
of Christ.  

As Christians experience transformation 
they encounter a reaction from unbelievers. 
Unbelievers are puzzled and then outraged 
when believers do not participate with them 
in their sinful practices. 

Christian, remain faithful and finish 
strong. Remember Jesus will judge them 
for how they have persecuted you. As Peter 
encouraged believers in verse 6, we should 
live courageously by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. By our lives and our lips we testify of 
Jesus to the unbelievers around us.

Love One Another (7–9)
As we live in light of the end and the final 

judgment, a sense of urgency should charac-
terize our lives. Christians should use good 
judgment and stay calm in a spirit of prayer. 

Do not lose your head and act irrationally. 
Peter exhorted the believer to think clearly 
and pray about everything.  

Christians should continue loving one 
another earnestly. We should stretch our 
love for one another to the limit. The word 
“earnestly” pictures an athlete straining to 
reach the goal. Christlike love is something 
we have to work at, just the way an athlete 
works on his skills. Christlike love means 
we treat others the way God treats us.

When we love someone we will forgive 
his or her sins. Love does not condone 
someone’s sin. Rather, love will “cover” sin 
in that love motivates us to hide the sin from 
others and not spread it around. No one can 
hide his sins from God, but Christians ought 
to try, in love, to cover each other’s sins from 
people outside the circle of offense.

Our Christlike love should not only be 
earnest and forgiving, but it also should be 
practical. We should share our homes with 
others in generous and uncomplaining hos-
pitality. In New Testament times hospitality 
was an important thing because there were 
few inns and poor Christians could not af-
ford to stay at them anyway. Persecuted 
believers in particular would need places to 
stay where they could be assisted and en-
couraged. Hospitality was to be shown to all 
within the body of Christ. Love opens the 
door of your heart and home.

Serve One Another (10–11)
Everybody is somebody in Christ’s body. 

And everybody in His body, the Church, has 
received a spiritual gift. Every Christian has 
been graciously gifted by the Holy Spirit to 
serve others. Spiritual gifts are not toys for 
personal enjoyment; rather, they are tools for 
public employment. God has entrusted be-
lievers with these gifts to use for the glory of 
God and the building up of the Church.

Some people are gifted to speak and oth-
ers to serve. Both types of gifts are important 
for the Church to accomplish its mission of 
reaching new people with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Spiritual gifts are not fundamentally 
a privilege but a responsibility, a call to be 
faithful with what God has bestowed.

From Failure to Correction
Exodus 15:19–21; 

Numbers 12:1–3, 8–13, 15

Acknowledge God’s Leadership  
(Ex. 15:19–21)

Why do good things happen to sinful 
people? This is not a common question, 
is it? The more common question is why 
do bad things happen to good people? The 
general premise of such questions is either 
that people are inherently good or that de-
spite a sinful nature, we still deserve good. 
In light of this, how can God let bad things 
happen?

 The point here is not to delve into the 
question of God’s justice or the extent of 
human sinfulness but to highlight what we 
see in this passage. Israel had just been 
freed from the bondage of the Egyptian 
people, led through the desert by a pillar 
of cloud by day and of fire by night, and 
rescued from an army far better trained and 
more powerful than they could ever hope 
to be. They responded in precisely the right 
way: praise and worship. God had just done 
a wonderful thing for a sinful people. When 
God’s people respond to His grace and 
mercy with praise and worship, we are ex-
pressing gratitude. Worship and praise are, 
in part, a tacit acknowledgement that sinful 
people have received something good that 
they do not deserve. Yet what happened just 
prior to this act of praise, and what imme-
diately follows it? Grumbling, complain-
ing and criticism. It is not just difficult to 
complain while you praise God, it is impos-
sible. We must appreciate that He is worthy 
of praise, for He is constantly demonstrat-
ing His goodness to us and to those around 
us.
Avoid a Critical Spirit (Num. 12:1–3)

Sadly, Miriam and Aaron did not main-
tain their gratitude and over time began to 
develop what the writer of Hebrews called a 
“root of bitterness.” Initially it appears that 
these two siblings had an issue with Moses’ 
wife being a Cushite. What part of being a 
Cushite bothered them, we are not told. In 

verse 2, however, we discover the real issue: 
they resent that Moses is the leader and the 
spokesman for God. What is most disturb-
ing about this development is that there is 
no account of Moses having done anything 
to provoke such an outburst. In fact, in verse 
3 we are told that Moses was more meek or 
humble than anyone on the face of the earth.

This highlights the fact that we cannot 
blame others for our sin. Sometimes it can 
be so easy to hold someone else responsible 
for our faults and reactions, but we must re-
member that our reactions are our reactions. 
No one can make us sin; we choose to sin or 
sin out of habit. In this instance the sin was 
clearly a choice. Aaron and Miriam chose 
to become self-important and self-righteous 
through criticism and jealousy. How could 
this have happened? While we do not know 
the specific reasons, one thing had to be true: 
they had ceased to offer praise and thanks-
giving to God in worship for His undeserved 
goodness to them. The best way to avoid a 
critical spirit is not just to try to avoid it but 
to do the opposite — be thankful for others 
and what God is doing through them.

Accept God’s Correction 
(Num. 12:8–13, 15)

In Numbers 12:2 we read, “And the Lord 
heard it,” referring to the complaining. 
There are few moments more awkward, 
embarrassing and shameful than speaking 
ill of someone behind their back only to 
have your conversation overheard by that 
person or someone close to them. This is 
what happened to Miriam. What do you 
do when that happens? Too many people 
try to justify themselves, which only digs 
a deeper hole. Wisely, neither Miriam nor 
Aaron offered any excuses or justification 
for their sin. Aaron admitted their guilt and 
in so doing returned to what he should never 
have stopped doing — praying. If Miriam 
and Aaron had only continued in prayer and 
praise and worship out of a heart of thanks-
giving they would never have ended up 
where they did. They would never have left 
where they belonged.

Christian Crossword
By Pamela Jensen         Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
 1.  ___, and be not afraid. 		
	     (Matt. 17:7)
 5.  Be of good ___. (Isa. 41:6)
11.	 I will bless her, and ___ 		
		  thee a son. (Gen. 17:16)
12.	 I will ___ all the families. 		
	     (Jer. 1:15)
13.	American Library  
		  Association. (abbr.)
14.	Symbol for element 
		  rubidium.
15.	Every man according to 
		  his ___. (Acts 11:29)
17.	The kingdom of ___ in 		
	     Bashan. (Josh. 13:12)
18.	Salah begat ___.  
		  (Gen. 10:24)
19.	Airport code for Tel Aviv/		
	    Jaffa, Israel.
20.	British rank above a 		
	     viscount and below a 
		  marquis.
21.	Ex officio. (abbr.)
22.	A small, low islet of coral.
24.	Extravehicular activity. 		
	     (abbr.) 
26.	Turn ___ unto me.
		  (Zech. 1:3)

		   (James 5:11)
Down
  1.   Make an ___ with me. 
        (Isa. 36:16)
  2.   A narrow strip of fabric.
  3.   Intravenous. (abbr.)
  4.   ___ me … and know my 	
		   heart. (Ps. 139:23)
  5.  Whosoever shall ___ on 
	      the name. (Acts 2:21)
  6.  In her mouth was an ___ 		
	      leaf. (Gen. 8:11)
  7.  Ultimate. (abbr.)
  8.  Associate in Arts. (abbr.)
  9.  To him be ___. (Rev. 1:6)
10.	He shall fly as an ___. 
		  (Jer. 48:40)
12.	 In the ___ of David. (Luke 2:4)
16.	To Jerusalem every ___. 		
		  (Luke 2:41)
23.	Sixth century b.c. Greek 		
		  author of fables.
25.	Of more ___ than many 		
 		  sparrows. (Luke 12:7)
29.	 I will not ___ it. 
		  (Gen. 18:30)
31.	Ye also have a ___ in 		
		  heaven. (Col. 4:1)
32.	 ___ is the way. (Matt. 7:13)

27.	Minnesota. (abbr.)
28.	___ shall offer it. (Lev. 1:3)
30.	The ___ of the Lord. 
		  (John 12:38)
33.	Capital of South Korea.
36.	Play on the hole of the 		
		  ___. (Isa. 11:8)
39.	And ___ is the way. 
		  (Matt. 7:14)
42.	Daughters shall be ___. 		
		  (Isa. 60:4)
44.	A company or group.
45.	A group of five.
46.	One ___ without 		
		  blemish. (Num. 6:14)
47.	Master of Arts. (abbr.)
49.	Eleazar the son of ___. 
		  (2 Sam. 23:9)
50.	Eight quarts.
51.	For the sky is ___. 
		  (Matt. 16:2)
53.	Actual Weight. (abbr.)
54.	Large open Eskimo boat.
56.	 I come to ___ thy will. 		
		  (Heb. 10:9)
57.	Monsignor. (abbr.)
58.	The Lord is ___ hand. 		
		  (Joel 1:15)
59.	The patience of ___. 		

34.	One little ___ lamb. 
		  (2 Sam. 12:3)
35.	To remove the contents.
37.	___ with that holy Spirit 	
		  of promise. (Eph. 1:13)
38.	Doctor of Pedagogy. 	
		  (abbr.)
40.	Sharp ___ of the mighty. 	
		  (Ps. 120:4)
41.	 I have heard a ___ from 	
		  the Lord. (Jer. 49:14)
43.	Registered Nurse (abbr.)
47.	All eat the same spiritual 	
		  ___. (1 Cor. 10:3)
49.	Seven days under the 	
		   ___. (Lev. 22:27)
50. Airport code for Peoria, 	
	     Illinois.
52.	Female deer.
55.	Now it came ___ pass. 	
		  (Ruth 1:1)

Explore the Bible By Jay T. Robertson
Assistant Professor of Christian Ministries, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life By David Hogg 
Academic Dean at Beeson Divinity School, Samford University
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Pastor’s Handbook
John Bisagno. Nashville, Tenn.: 

B&H Publishing, 2011. 469 pp. 
(Hardcover).

John Bisagno has spent 60 years 
in the ministry, serving 30 of those 
years as pastor of the 25,000-mem-
ber First Baptist Church, Hous-
ton, Texas, where he is now pas-
tor emeritus. He also has written 
30 books and currently serves as 
adjunct faculty of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. I 
don’t usually begin a book review 
with the author’s credentials, but 
in this case it seems appropriate. 
Before my pastor (or my son, also 
a pastor) takes anyone’s advice, I 
want him to know the advice-giver 
knows what he is talking about.

I believe Bisagno knows exactly 
what he is talking about. 

The book is surprisingly easy to 
read, written in a conversational 
style with short chapters that cover 
everything from God’s vision for 
a church to taking positions on 
current issues and many topics in 
between. The book is full of practi-

cal advice produced from wisdom 
gained in experience and supported 
by meticulous attention to Scrip-
ture. What a great gift for a pastor 
(or a son, if he happens to be a pas-
tor).

This handbook is a revision of 
his earlier work, first published 
a decade ago and now used in all 
Southern Baptist seminaries.   

The Gaither  
Homecoming Bible

Bill and Gloria Gaither, Edi-
tors. Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas 
Nelson, 2012. 1,696 pp. (Leather 
cover).

Bill and Gloria Gaither just nev-
er stop coming up with great ideas. 
First a number of award-winning 
songs, then the popular “Home-
coming” video series and now a 
devotional Bible. The Bible text 
is in the New King James Version, 
and what makes it a Gaither Home-
coming Bible are the songs, poems 
and stories scattered throughout 
the biblical text.  

As might be expected from any-

thing produced by the Gaithers, 
the emphasis is on music, with 
75 articles taking a deeper look at 
“some of the most beloved hymns 
and gospel songs.” The songs high-
lighted include many written by 
the Gaithers; one example is a song 
written as the pair was coming out 
of a hard time in their lives. In the 
narrative accompanying the lyrics 
to the song, Gloria tells of some 
difficulties faced by the couple. As 
she was lying on the sofa contem-
plating the birth of their third child, 
the Lord spoke to her, giving her 
reassurance of His presence. The 
result was “Because He Lives,” 
a song that has brought hope to 
many in the four decades since it 
was written.

Besides the articles about well-
loved songs, there are several 
original poems (it should be no 
surprise that talented songwriters 
would also be poets) and 230 de-
votionals written by Bill and Glo-
ria Gaither and 60 of the artists 
from the “Homecoming” series. I 
cannot imagine a Gaither fan who 
wouldn’t love this Bible.

KARYN WILLIAMS
Only You
Inpop Records

After an independently pro-
duced first project caught the at-
tention of Inpop Records, artist 
and songwriter Karyn Williams 
has released her debut full release, 
“Only You.” 
A strong first 
record, full 
of infectious 
pop sounds, 
e x c e l l e n t 
product ion 
values and 
m u s i c i a n -
ship, inspiring Christ-centered 
lyrics, and anchored by Williams’ 
strong yet vulnerable vocals, this 
should be just the first of many 
good records from her.

“Rest In the Hope,” inspired 
by Williams’ father’s battle with 
cancer and acknowledging God’s 
strength and grace in the middle 
of tough situations, is the record’s 
lead single. It showcases Wil-
liams’ considerable songwriting 
skills as well as her soaring vo-
cal talents. The song’s powerful 
anthem-like musical structure 
lends weight to the overall impact 
of the song. This one you’ll cer-
tainly hear in radio rotation.

That’s not to say there aren’t 
other great songs on the album. 

“Every Good Thing,” “Just May 
Be” and “Only You” are other 
outstanding cuts, and nothing on 
the record will disappoint.

“Only You” is an impressive 
project, especially as a debut 
national release. Highly recom-
mended.

MARK ROACH
Beautiful Truth
Independent

Independent artist/songwriter 
and worship leader Mark Roach 
has released his first independent 
EP, “Beautiful Truth.” Roach’s 
debut CD “Every Reason Why” 
came in 2007 on the Myrrh/Word 
Records label and produced four 
radio sin-
gles, three 
of which 
charted in 
the top ten. 
He’s toured 
with several 
C h r i s t i a n 
music nota-
bles and leads worship across the 
country.

Roach’s move to self-produced, 
self-managed independent pro-
duction and distribution allows 
him to get new worship music 
more easily into the hands of 
churches across the country and 
allows greater dedication to his 

home church — Morning Star 
Church, O’Fallon, Mo., — where 
he’s led worship for the last 13 
years.

There’s good music here. 
“Transformed” is a guitar-heavy 
rocker proclaiming our desire to 
be clay in the hands of the Pot-
ter. “Beautiful Truth” celebrates 
the truths of God’s Word and asks 
Him to continue speaking to us. 
The record opens with “Glory 
Hallelujah,” an anthemic call to 
worship that is one of the best 
songs of the record.

Worship leaders, if you’re look-
ing for inspired, easy to use new 
music for your church, Roach has 
good stuff for you. If you’re a lis-
tener/music lover looking for good 
Christ-centered music, you should 
give “Beautiful Truth” a listen.

REMEDY DRIVE
Resuscitate
Centricity Music

Remedy Drive, originally a 
brother’s band out of Omaha, 
Neb., attracted a lot of early na-
tional attention: charting a No. 1 
radio hit, receiving several Dove 
Award nominations and touring 
with the likes of David Crowder 
Band and MercyMe. That all 
seemed to fall apart when three of 
them decided life on the road was 
more than they could balance with 

family and life requirements. They 
encouraged remaining brother and 
frontman David Zach to keep go-
ing. Enter 
three diverse 
new mem-
bers, a new 
e x t e n d e d 
play record-
ing issued 
in 2011 that 
c o n t a i n e d 
“some of the band’s best songs to 
date,” according to JesusFreakH-
ideout.com, and a new record deal 
with Centricity Music, and Rem-

edy Drive is again off to the races.
The new project is a mix of 

pop and hard rock, covering roar-
ing guitar grunge to melodic keys 
and touching almost everything in 
between. Excellent musicianship 
shines through the entire record. 
Take a look at their online video 
“Resuscitate Me” and get a feel 
for the kind of stage energy these 
guys generate. Amazing.

This new project is beautifully 
layered, well recorded and full of 
relevant lyrics and moving songs. 
We should expect to see a lot more 
from these guys.

Resources:
Your Guide to Today’s New Music and Literature

Book Reviews By Martine Bates Sharp, Ed.D.

Sound Bites By Rick Sharp

Christian Marketplace

Top Ten Best Sellers

	 1.	The Harbinger, Jonathan Cahn (Charisma)
	 2.	Coming Home, Karen Kingsbury (Zondervan)
	 3.	The Struggle, Kentucky Brothers Series #3,  
		  Wanda E. Brunstetter (Barbour)
	 4.	The Bridesmaid, Home to Hickory Series #2,  
		  Beverly Lewis (Baker)
	 5.	The Fiddler, Home to Hickory Hollow Series #1, 
		  Beverly Lewis (Baker)
	 6.	Lethal Legacy, Guardians of Justice Series #3,  
		  Irene Hannon (Baker)
	 7.	Accused, Pacific Coast Justice Series #1,  
		  Janice Cantore (Tyndale)
	 8.	Not in the Heart, Chris Fabry (Tyndale)
	 9.	Whispers in the Wind, Wild West Wind Series #2, 	
		  Lauraine Snelling (Baker)
10.	Redeeming Love, Francine Rivers  
		  (Waterbrook/Multnomah)

	 1.	KJV Standard Lesson Commentary 2012–2013, 	
		  Standard Publishing Staff (Standard)
	 2.	Jesus Calling, Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
	 3.	KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Large Print 
		  Edition 2012–2013, Standard Publishing Staff 	
		  (Standard)
	 4.	Unglued, Lysa TerKeurst (Zondervan)
	 5.	Jesus Calling, Large Print Deluxe Edition, 
		  Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
	 6.	Jesus Calling, Deluxe Edition, Sarah Young 	
		  (Thomas Nelson)
	 7.	Heaven Is for Real, Todd Burpo (Thomas Nelson)
	 8.	Not a Fan, Kyle Idleman (Zondervan)
	 9.	NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 2012–2013, 	
		  Standard Publishing Staff (Standard)
10.	Crazy Love, Francis Chan (David C Cook)

Fiction

Nonfiction
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Beeson’s George represents BWA at Catholic synod
ROME — Timothy George, dean and professor of divinity, his-

tory and doctrine at Beeson Divinity School at Samford University 
in Birmingham, is representing the Baptist World Alliance (BWA) 
in Rome at the 13th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops of the Catholic Church.

Fifty years after the Second Vatican Council revolutionized 
life inside the Roman Catholic Church, hundreds of bishops from 
around the world are gathered in Rome to confront an external 
threat: a mounting tide of secularization.

The synod of bishops brings together 262 top church leaders, 
lay experts and representatives of other Christian groups for a 
three-week summit at the Vatican.

George accepted the invitation of BWA General Secretary Nev-
ille Callam to attend the Vatican meetings, which began Oct. 7 and 
run through Oct. 18. The theme, “The New Evangelization for the 
Transmission of the Christian Faith,” will be guided by a working 
document that was issued June 19.

George expressed his support for the synod’s theme. “In a world 
where the Christian faith is increasingly under assault, this theme 
is of urgent concern for all believers in Jesus Christ,” he said. 
George also noted that Oct. 11 marked the 50th anniversary of the 
Second Vatican Council, “an event of great historic importance for 
Christian unity.” 

Topics to be discussed include a rediscovery of the heart of 
evangelization, discerning the changes that affect how Christianity 
is lived out by faith communities, the transmission of the Christian 
faith and pastoral activity.

George is attending as a fraternal delegate for BWA and is ex-
pected to “take an active part in the proceedings,” according to 
the invitation letter received by the BWA from Nikola Eterovic, 
titular archbishop of Cibale and general secretary of the synod of 
bishops.

George serves as chair of the BWA commission on doctrine and 
Christian unity and a member of the BWA division of missions, 
evangelism and theological reflection.

Baptists help Syrians displaced by civil war
WASHINGTON — The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) is lead-

ing a response to assist Syrians displaced by the civil war in the 
Middle Eastern country. The BWA has sent an initial grant of 
$15,000 for the relief effort.

Since the outbreak of violence in Syria in March 2011, the hu-
manitarian situation has continuously deteriorated. As the crisis 
escalates, displacement continues across Syria. According to the 
United Nations 2.5 million people are in need of assistance, with 
1.2 million people internally displaced throughout the country. 

The key problem is access to food. The BWA is working with 
its partners in the Middle East and within Syria itself to meet the 
urgent need. The aim is to enable local Baptists to respond to the 
immediate food needs of the internally displaced and others af-
fected by the violence in their wider area.

The Baptist Convention of Syria, a BWA member organization, 
has approximately 600 members in 10 churches. 

A 
Grammy, four-time Dove Award and 
two-time Stellar Award nominee, 
hip-hop artist Flame credits his time at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky., with strengthening 

the theology in his chart-topping songs.
Flame — whose actual name is Marcus Gray — 

was introduced to Southern Seminary by happen-
stance when he and a friend took a road trip from St. 
Louis for a conference at the seminary. That visit is 
where Flame met R. Albert Mohler Jr., Southern’s 
president, who made quite an impression on him.

“We really enjoyed the preliminary session and the 
breakout sessions, and Dr. Mohler just meshed well 
with the prospective students, the conference attend-
ees,” Flame said. 

Flame’s wife landed an internship in Louisville 
during a time when he was trying to further his edu-
cation. Because his visit to Southern left such an 
impression, his wife looked online and suggested 
Southern’s undergraduate program at Boyce College. 
So Flame transferred from Missouri Baptist Universi-
ty in St. Louis and moved with his wife to Louisville.

Since graduating from Boyce, Flame has continued 
his studies at Southern in biblical counseling. But 
he has been doing much more than just hitting the 
books.

Earlier this year Flame released his sixth rap al-
bum, aptly named “The 6th.” In it he uses rap music, 
which usually is associated with sex, gangs and vio-
lence, to teach others about the gospel.

“It’s my sixth album but it’s also a deeper mean-
ing,” he said. “Obviously God created both male and 
female on the sixth day. ... I wanted to talk about us. 
It’s really an album focused on anthropology, the 
study of man, and thinking about our strengths, our 
weaknesses, our personalities, our flaws, our accom-
plishments, and ultimately pointing toward God’s 
original purpose for us.”

“The 6th” debuted at No. 1 on Billboard’s Gospel 
albums chart in March, claimed the No. 2 spot on 
the Christian albums chart and was No. 8 on the Rap 
albums chart. It immediately shot to No. 1 on iTunes’ 
Hip-Hop chart.

Flame said his purpose for rapping also was some-
thing that drew him to Southern: showing the rel-
evance of the Bible. 

Although he had been using music to spread the 

gospel in prisons, juvenile detention centers and the 
streets of St. Louis before attending Boyce and semi-
nary, Flame said his mentors in Louisville helped him 
better communicate the Word in his music.

Flame acknowledged that rap music is not tradi-
tionally known for being Christian, but he said that 
because hip-hop has roots in the Islamic faith some 
of his listeners are more open to listen about religion 
in general. Even so, apathy and a lack of commitment 
to any religion are obstacles he faces when trying to 
reach out to fans of rap.

The story of Jesus Christ
Flame continues to try to break down barriers with 

his music, gain listeners’ respect and, most impor-
tantly, share with them the story of Jesus Christ.

Flame’s music did not always proclaim the gospel. 
As a teenager his material consisted of benign topics 
— staying in school, hanging out with friends. But 
then he began to run with an older, tougher crowd.

“I was torn between trying to fit in, trying to be 
normal and do what was regular in my neighborhood 
and then at the same time having the conscience that 
said, ‘Hey, this is wrong. You shouldn’t do this. You 
shouldn’t taste this. You shouldn’t say this, shouldn’t 
feel this.’ But then I resisted God’s will,” Flame said. 

He even had to change schools at 16. On the way 
home from his orientation a terrible car accident 
involving an 18-wheeler and more than 10 cars 
changed his life. Shortly after the accident he asked 
his grandmother why this had happened, and she 
told him God was trying to get his attention. Just 
a few weeks later, she died and Flame was devas-
tated.

After about a month of resistance Flame finally 
went back to church, where he better understood 
the gospel message.

“[God] saved me. I was 16 and He took away 
most of my vices instantly. Like the major hang-ups 
in my life, I completely lost the desire for them, and 
I just started going Jesus crazy after that.”

Flame’s passion for Jesus has not fizzled since 
then. He continues to reach out not just in the Unit-
ed States but around the world with his music and 
with an acting debut this year. Flame was part of 
the original play “From This Day Forward,” which 
aired in May on GMC (formerly the Gospel Music 
Channel). (BP)
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