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(L to r) N.H. Smith, pas-

tor of New Pilgrim Baptist
Church; John Porter, pastor
of Sixth Avenue Baptist
Church and A.D. King, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church,
Ensley, march from St. Paul
Methodist Church along
Sixth Avenue before being
arrested en route to City Hall
on Palm Sunday in 1963.
They were arrested, police
said, for marching without a
permit.

Racism presents ‘different set of challenges’ today, pastor says

et me preface this article
by stating that I am not
an expert on race rela-
tions in Birmingham or
America for that matter.
Neither am I someone
who has the authority or who has
done the research to speak for all
African-Americans. I think that would
be both presumptuous and mislead-
ing to the readers of this article. I am
simply a pastor of one of the historic
black churches in Birmingham, Sixth
Avenue Baptist Church, where [
formerly served as an associate under
Dr. John T. Porter, who was my pastor
and mentor. It was Dr. Porter, along
with Dr. Harold Carter who now
resides in Baltimore, who served as
an assistant minister in the pulpit
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. when
he was the pastor of Dexter Avenue
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Baptist Church, Montgomery. It was
Dr. Porter who was installed by Dr.
King as pastor of Sixth Avenue Bap-
tist Church in 1962. And it was Dr.
Porter who marched and was taken
to jail along with Dr. Nelson Smith
of New Pilgrim Baptist Church and
Rev. A.D. King, Dr. Martin Luther
King’s brother, during the Civil
Rights struggle in Birmingham.

I am a beneficiary of that
centuries-long struggle for equal
rights in this city and country, for
which many people of different
ethnic groups and Christian denomi-
nations suffered, fought, bled and
died. The stories of my grandpar-
ents, parents, neighbors and church

members who lived during that time
— my maternal grandmother (now
deceased) was born in 1902 — and
the lessons they learned were passed
on to me as a means of survival and
wisdom. I say that because racism
and its effects don’t cease when a
law is passed, but it is an organic
thing that lives on in the minds, the
bodies and the souls of the people
who experienced it. They, in turn,
share those memories and lessons
to the succeeding generation. I was
born in 1969, and though the strug-
gle continues, I believe my genera-
tion is faced with a different set of
challenges.

Although my mindset was shaped
by my grandparents, parents and
community, which includes the
church, I never experienced the sting
of racial inequality like they did. My
children, I hope, will experience it
even less than I have. Only a couple
of times in my life has a white man
or group of white men yelled out the
“n” word to me and that was more
than two decades ago. To date, my
children have never experienced
that. Also, as it relates to the term
race, even though we commonly un-
derstand its meaning, I believe our

use of it is outdated. In Acts 17:26
(NKJV) Paul said, “And He has
made from one blood every nation
of men to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and has determined their pre-
appointed times and the boundaries
of their dwellings.” This indicates
that all of us are a part of the human
“race” which is made up of differ-
ent ethnic groups and nationalities.
Africans, Europeans, Asians and
mixtures of the same are all part of
the human race. This acknowledg-
ment may help us in how we view
our cosmetic differences.

Shortly after I returned to Bir-
mingham 16 months ago, I wit-
nessed something that still stands
out to me. I was driving through a
neighborhood in Hoover and saw a
large group of children of just about
every ethnic group playing football
in someone’s front yard. Honestly,

I had never seen that before. I saw
blacks, whites, Indians and maybe
Hispanics and Asians just doing
what kids do — having a good time.
Admittedly I was shocked because

I grew up in an all-black neighbor-
hood in the city of Birmingham. It is
not that I had never seen children of

(See ‘Church,’ page 8)
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Church Members or Christian Disciples?

ore people are attending church but
M they are attending less often.

That was the response of a pastor
friend when asked if attendance at the church he
serves was growing or declining. The pastor ex-
plained that faithful church members used to at-
tend services eight or nine times over a 10-week
period. Now faithful members may attend five or
six times over a similar time frame.

The result is that a church may have more
people involved in worship and ministry and still
have the same number of people (or fewer) at any
given service than it did a year or two earlier.

This pastor’s experience is not unique. In most
churches there is a sizable difference between
members and participants.

That not all church members attend church ser-
vices is a fact Baptists have known for a long time.
Alabama Baptists, for example, report 1,135,606
total members of cooperating churches accord-
ing to statistics provided by the Alabama Baptist
State Convention. That number is impressive. It is
about 23 percent of the state’s 4,822,023 residents
as reported by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Unfortunately, about 30 percent of that number
cannot be found. They are “nonresident members”
meaning they no longer live in the ministry area
of the church they joined. Resident membership
of the state’s 3,238 cooperating churches was last
reported as 792,630. That is still about one out of
every six Alabamians.

Actual worship attendance declines even fur-
ther. Any given Sunday, the average attendance for
cooperating churches will be 380,000-390,000
according to convention records. That is less than
half the resident members and about 8 percent of
the state’s population.

For Baptists, the discrepancies between the
number of people who are members of a local
church and the number of people who regularly
live out that commitment through worship and
service in a local church creates a theological
problem. What does church membership mean?

Does membership mean the right to vote in
a business meeting? Does it mean the right to
hold an office? Does membership mean one
can use the church facilities for a wedding
without having to pay a maintenance fee? Is
church membership a status symbol in the com-
munity or a good business decision? Is mem-

Letters to the Editor

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

May I say thank you Alabama Bap-
tist and your thoughts each week.

Our church has bought a subscrip-
tion of The Alabama Baptist for each
family that desires to have it each
week. My wife and I look forward to
our copy each week.

The article in the Jan. 10 issue
about human trafficking is heart-
breaking but needed to be pub-
lished. You pointed out some very
troubling sins in our society. Thank
you for making this evil known. We
probably will not see this on the TV
news nor in the daily newspapers.

THOUGHTS
By Bob Terry

bership in a church assurance of salvation?

The influence of Baptists and Anabaptists in
the Reformation helped change the theological
underpinnings of church membership. Formerly
churches operated on a parish
system where a local church
served a geographical com-
munity and all who lived in
that geographical area were
considered members of the
parish church.

Baptist emphasis on a Be-
liever’s Church resulted in
voluntary membership. Only
people who made a personal
profession of faith in Christ
and asked to be a member
of a local church could be a
member. Children of Baptist
families may be reared in a
church but they are not mem-
bers until they make a person-
al profession of faith and ask
to be members.

Most Baptists understand
a personal profession of faith
in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior as the door to membership in the univer-
sal body of Christ. But most people experience
the body of Christ locally. Christians gather in lo-
cal communities to worship, praise, pray, study,
minister and serve. This is the same pattern found
throughout the New Testament (Acts 2:46, 1 Cor.
14:26, Eph. 4:16).

In Ephesians 4:11-12, the apostle Paul writes
about equipping believers “so the body of Christ
may be built up.” In Hebrews 10:24-25 the apos-

Thanks and keep up the good work.

May I also challenge you on your
article in the Dec. 20, 2012, issue.
You wrote, “Certainly the treasures
left on the stable floor are not nearly
as important to God as the believing
hearts of the Magi, who knelt before

(See ‘Letters,’ page 11)

“Membership in the body
of Christ and in the local
church, then, is to build up
the body as a whole and
to build up individual parts
(members) of that body. ...
The obvious observation is
that it is impossible to do
either if one does not par-
ticipate with other Chris-
tians in the body of Christ.”

tle urges believers not to give up meeting together
in order to “spur one another on toward love and
good deeds.”

Membership in the body of Christ and in the
local church, then, is to build up the body as a
whole and to build up individual parts (members)
of that body according to these two scriptures.
The obvious observation is that it is impossible
to do either if one does not participate with other
Christians in the body of Christ.

Equally valid is the observation that when a
church calls someone a “member in good stand-
ing” who has not participated in the life of the
body of Christ for some time, that designation
does not benefit the body as a whole or the indi-
vidual in question.

Members are supposed to be Christian dis-
ciples. After all, Jesus called
disciples, not members. As
one author described it, mem-
bership in the body of Christ
1s an organic relationship, not
an organizational relation-
ship. Participation in the body
of Christ is intended to help
believers reaffirm their faith
commitments and grow in the
faith in order to become dis-
ciples. Believers are to con-
tribute to the body of Christ,
not just take from it.

In the early history of the
Believer’s Church one finds
records of churches expect-
ing members to participate in
worship, evidence a growing
faith, support the church fi-
nancially, participate in mis-
sions and service and share
their faith with others.

More recently churches have shied away from
requiring anything of members. Most churches
do not even have a class for new members to as-
similate them into congregational life.

In some places that is beginning to change. A
small but growing number of churches are asking
believers and other candidates for membership to
demonstrate they want to be Christian disciples
before being accepted as church members. This
is done through such things as participating in
hands-on missions, being involved in some form
of ministry and working with others in account-
ability groups.

Whether this new development will grow into
a trend is yet to be known. But in a world where
membership of most voluntary organizations is
falling, where individual decisions are made for
value-added benefits, it will be worth watching to
see if local churches can focus on making Chris-
tian disciples and not get trapped in growing the
organizational roll. i
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Members of North Clay Baptist Church, Clay, celebrate and
pray over the first Sunday service in a new facility Jan. 27.

‘Long-awaited’

Transition

North Clay Baptist finds new home for merged congregation

orth Clay Baptist Church,
Clay, knows a feeling few
churches experience — what
it’s like to be bursting at the
seams from

ilar goals and mutual interests,” Evans said.
In 2010, Eagle Ridge Baptist and Center-
crest joined to form North Clay Baptist with
Evans as pastor and Wood as associate pas-
tor. They met at Centercrest’s

day one.

The church, formed when
two congregations joined
together in 2010, had its first
service in its new building
Jan. 27. Members called it a
“great day.”

And to fit everyone in —
all 200 plus — they had to
bring in three extra rows of
chairs.

“This is the start of some-
thing great,” Pastor Tim
Evans said, referring to the
church’s new location and

facility while looking for a
place to meet in Clay.

A planning team chaired
by Joey Breighner, a Center-
crest member for more than
30 years, decided that selling
Centercrest’s building was
the first thing to do.

The way the details stra-
tegically fell in place was “a
God thing,” Breighner said.

A new and partially un-
finished building previously
used by Bridgepoint Bap-
tist Church, Clay, became

future ministry.

Before North Clay Baptist
was formed, Evans was pas-
tor of Centercrest Baptist Church, Center
Point. As the community around Centercrest
began to change, a large majority of its mem-
bers started to move to Clay and surrounding
areas.

Church leadership began to pray about
where the congregation could be most effec-
tive in reaching the lost. That’s when Barry
Wood, pastor of Eagle Ridge Baptist Church,
Clay, called Evans and started talking with
him about merging the two congregations to
reach the Clay area together.

At the time, Eagle Ridge, a church plant,
was meeting in two mobile units provided by
the Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions
(SBOM).

Both pastors sensed God leading them to
come together and recognized they had “sim-

EVANS

available for purchase in

early 2012. The North Clay
Baptist congregation set its sights on it as a
possibility.

Then early this January, an African-Amer-
ican church, Tabernacle of Praise Apostolic
Church, purchased the former Centercrest
building, allowing North Clay to move for-

ward with purchasing the Bridgepoint facility.

“We did not meet much resistance (from
the North Clay congregation) when we de-
cided we wanted to move (and purchase the
new building),” Evans said.

Members were poised and ready to reach
anew area and start fresh in a new build-
ing, he said. The church’s new facility has a
lobby, small sanctuary and at least 10 Sunday
School rooms already completed. It has a
large sanctuary that will seat about 700 peo-
ple, an upstairs area and several classrooms
that are partially unfinished. Evans estimated
the building will be completed by 2014, but
he said the church wants to focus first on set-
tling into the community.

‘Be strong and courageous’

He shared from Joshua 1:1-19 at the Jan.

27 service and urged church members to “be
strong and courageous” in the midst of change.
Evans and Wood agree that North Clay is
now in a good location to best reach its com-

munity with the gospel.

“We want to stay on task and stay simple,”
Evans said. “We’re about more and better dis-
ciples and want people’s roots to sink more
deeply into Scripture.”

Bl

“We want to stay on task and stay simple. We’re about

more and better disciples and want people’s roots to

sink more deeply into Scripture.”

Tim Evans, pastor
North Clay Baptist Church
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People, churches making news across the state

Caudle spends 40 years ministering across US

William (Bill) Caudle’s call to the ministry happened while he
was sitting around a campfire as a high school student during a
youth retreat Bible study at Shocco Springs Baptist Conference
Center in Talladega.

Following that call, Caudle went on to serve in Baptist churches
spanning Oklahoma, Florida, Kansas, Missouri, Kentucky, Arkan-
sas, Tennessee and Alabama.

After more than 40 years in the ministry — youth work, edu-
cational ministry and pastoral ministry — Caudle retired Dec. 31,
2012, from full-time service after more than seven years as pastor
of West Side Baptist Church, Jacksonville.

Caudle earned his bachelor of arts degree from Jacksonville
State University and his master’s degree in religious education
from Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Kansas City, Mo. He was licensed and
ordained at First Baptist Church, Huntsville.

Reflecting on his years of ministry, Caudle
said he and his wife, Linda, both recognize
they have had the privilege of meeting “a lot
of different people in a lot of different places”
and that many of those people have contin-
ued to be “great friends and prayer partners
through the years.”

He added that during his years at West
Side, the church built a new facility and “we
had the privilege of celebrating ... their 90th
anniversary [with them]. It was just a good church, and we enjoyed
it very much,” he said.

Tom Holland, West Side’s minister of music, said Caudle is a
good friend.

“He was ... one of the best I ever saw of comforting the be-
reaved,” Holland said. “He had a real gift at that.”

West Side held a retirement tea for the Caudles on Dec. 30. Hol-
land said many people were in attendance for the event to bring
cards and well wishes.

Caudle said he is available for fill-in preaching and serving as an
interim, bivocational or part-time pastor. Caudle can be reached at
256-435-1888 or mined @juno.com. (Julie Payne)

CAUDLE

Ballew retires after more than 54 years in ministry

First Baptist Church, Winfield, saw the end of an era in 2012
with the retirement of Pastor Charles Ballew.

Ballew served 25 of his more than 54 years in full-time ministry
service at the Marion Baptist Association church.

Ballew was called to preach in 1958 just three months after his
marriage to the former Joyce Morrow. He was licensed by Oakland
Baptist Church, Birmingham, where he and Joyce were members
at the time. He was ordained in 1967 by Five
Points Baptist Church, Northport.

Ballew has served several churches in
north Alabama, including Sipsey Baptist As-
sociation’s Philadelphia Baptist Church, Sa-
mantha; Lamar Baptist Association’s First
Baptist Church, Beaverton; and Fellowship
Baptist Church, Vernon. He also served Oak-
land Church, Birmingham, as well as Forrest
Hills Baptist Church, Fairfield, and First Bap-
tist Church, Shady Grove, in Birmingham
Baptist Association.

Ballew’s education includes a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Alabama and
a master of divinity and doctorate in ministry from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Retirement does not mean the end of ministry for the Ballews.
They plan on doing missions work in the western United States
in the future.

Ballew learned many things throughout his years of ministry,
but one lesson remains clear.

“If I should even attempt to offer the greatest or most profound
lesson I have learned through the providence of God, it would
have to be this: All churches are not the same, but the needs of
people are the same wherever one serves,” he said. “People are
lost. Folks are hurting and need a pastor who understands this
and who is willing to invest his life and energy in their lives. Our
God does all things well and wants those of us in ministry to serve
rather than be served.” (Darla Brantley)

BALLEW

Photo courtesy of Susan West

More than 200 students from 45 countries attend Montgomery Baptist Association’s Conversational
English classes. The relationships have opened doors for volunteers to share the gospel.

‘Ecumenical

By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

effort’

Conversational English reaches internationals in Montgomery area

olloquialisms like “goodie bag” or

“meat-and-three” often baffle the inter-

national students who attend Montgom-

ery Baptist Association’s Conversational

English (CE) classes, but explanations

come naturally to CE volunteers and
offer a glimpse into the longevity of the successful lan-
guage ministry.

“The goal of CE is to help our
students practice and improve their
English skills, but so much more hap-
pens each week,” said Susan West,
director of CE and a member of First
Baptist Church, Montgomery, where
the classes are held each Thursday.
For students, the classes offer a time

of fellowship and language study. For peop[e being the hands

volunteers, CE offers a weekly op-

“The church lines
are blurred, and it’s a
beautiful example of

tional visitors to Montgomery as well, so CE attracts a
broad audience seeking to improve their English skills.

This year, more than 200 students representing 45
countries attend the free language classes, bringing with
them 40-50 infants and preschoolers, West said. More
than 70 volunteers, ranging in age from homeschooled
teenagers to 90-year-old senior adults and representing
24 churches, help each Thursday.
Some drive church vans around the
city picking up students who need
transportation. Others take care of
the children or prepare refreshments.
The teachers are volunteers as well,
trained in English as a Second Lan-
guage ministry by the International
Mission Board.

Students come from many coun-
tries and various religious back-

portunity to carry out the directive of ] grounds, and the primary focus has
Leviticus 19:34 to show God’s love an d feet Of J esus. always been language skills. Still,
to both shprt— aqd long—term interna- West said, the friendships formed
tional residents in their area. Susan West between students and volunteers

Montgomery Baptist Association
began CE more than 30 years ago as
an outreach to the wives of interna-
tional officers training at Maxwell
Air Force Base. Approximately 120
military officers from 80 countries come to Montgomery
each year to attend classes at Maxwell and many of the
officers bring their spouses and families, according to
base spokesperson Phil Berube. Businesses like Hyundai
Motor Manufacturing Alabama and the area’s many col-
leges and universities bring a large number of interna-

director, Conversational English
Montgomery Baptist Association ity shows what can be accomplished

sometimes open the door for sharing
the gospel, and the ministry’s longev-

when churches work together toward
one goal without worrying about who
gets the credit.

“It’s an ecumenical effort,” West said. “The church
lines are blurred, and it’s a beautiful example of people
being the hands and feet of Jesus.”

Martha Durham, a member of Capitol Heights Baptist
Church, Montgomery, has taught CE classes since the



school was organized. For her, the joy of
teaching is twofold.

“It is a thrill to see students making
progress in learning to speak English, but
we also see them grow to appreciate each
other’s food, customs and beliefs,” she
said.

Jessica Bedient, a member of Pike
Road Baptist Church, Montgomery, began
teaching in 2011, and she, too, recognizes
the value of the relationships formed
through the program.

“I had no idea there were so many in-
ternational Montgomery residents until I
came to class and saw their smiling, eager
faces,” Bedient said. “They are all very
grateful to have volunteers take the time
to help them experience the American cul-
ture and learn English.”

Growing relationships

Sujin An, a CE student from South
Korea, expressed her gratitude to the vol-
unteers.

“They are all so nice and kind, and I be-
lieve God knows all the work that they did
(for) us,” she said. “T have made so many
good friends (from) all over the world
through CE.”

The holiday celebrations have been
An’s favorite times, and she especially
enjoyed Christmas.

“We learned Christmas carols, we sang
together and we learned about the great
birth of Jesus Christ,” she said.

Another student, Haryuo Powell, has
been a student at CE for more than 10
years. A native of Japan, Powell said she
is making gradual progress in her English,
but she said she has probably attended for
so long because she likes to be around the
Christian teachers and volunteers at CE.

“They make me feel so comfortable,”
Powell said. “I learned what Christianity
is, and I even started going to church be-
cause I wanted to know more about (the)
Bible.”

West said Powell has even invited other
CE students to Sunday School.

“She told them, ‘If you want to study
English on Sunday, you can come and
bring your family. They teach English,
but the Bible is the textbook.””

As a result, several CE students and
their families have started attending the
International Sunday School class at
First, Montgomery, where West and her
husband are teachers. West said the class
includes a Mongolian officer and his
family, a family from India and students
from Korea, China, Peru, Ecuador and
Laos. Some, but not all, are CE students,
but West said regardless of how they get
there, their effort shows they are open to
hearing the gospel. One woman told West
that her husband was reading the Bible
every night. After a Bible study about
the birth of Christ on another occasion, a
woman closed her Bible and asked: “Why
am I 32 years old and have never heard
this story?”

West said she encourages those stu-
dents to keep reading their Bibles and
to keep coming to Sunday School and
CE, where their relationships, and their
knowledge of Jesus, can continue to grow.
She knows that many students will pass in
and out of the classes over the course of
the year, but the time they do spend with
CE is never wasted.

“Some students are with us for one
year, some less than a year. But what an
opportunity to have a relationship with
someone from another country for even
a year and to show them the love of God
while they are here.”

olunteers at Conversational

English (CE) often go beyond

the classroom to help their in-

ternational students navigate
American life. Volunteers invest in the
lives of students in usual ways, like meeting
students for coffee, assisting them with doc-
tor’s appointments and attending programs
together at local churches.

But they also get involved in unusual
ways.

“One of our volunteers walked a student
down the aisle at her wedding in Brazil,”
said Susan West, CE director. “We’ve had
volunteers attend parent-teacher confer-
ences, schedule lunches to practice ordering
from a restaurant menu and shop for greet-
ing cards, all of which can be very confus-
ing when your English skills are weak.”

West said the volunteers’ efforts focus
on a central goal: “When someone asks, we
meet their needs.”

Often the needs go beyond language.
Several years ago, West taught a student to
drive. The woman, a native of India, was
taking a city bus to class each week but was
being bothered on the bus. West helped her
get her learner’s permit and then taught her
to drive the one route the woman wanted to
learn — how to get from her house to church
and back again.

“Her husband let us use their car and told
me, ‘I trust you with my car and my wife,””
West recalled. Later, the woman’s husband
wrote West to thank her for what she had
done. Only then did West learn that the cou-
ple’s marriage, arranged by their parents, had
been very unhappy.

“His letter said, ‘She wanted to go back to
India, but then she found CE, you taught her
to drive, and now I have a happy wife and a
good marriage.” Every single volunteer could
tell you a story like that though, and they all
say they get more blessings than they can
give,” West said.
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Meeting needs

Volunteers go beyond classroom to help students

Photo courtesy of Susan West

The relationships formed between CE volunteers and students go beyond the
classroom. The CE goal is, ‘When someone asks, we meet their needs,’ whether
that be through shopping or teaching someone to drive.

Sometimes the story includes someone
choosing to follow Christ as well. Many
students throughout the years have attended
First, Montgomery, West said, where she and
her husband serve as Sunday School teach-
ers of a class especially for internationals. At
Christmas and Thanksgiving, CE hosts holi-
day programs where volunteers share their
faith. West said there are many other oppor-
tunities to talk about Jesus as well, including
the graduation ceremony held each May.

Sharing experiences

At graduation, each student is given a Bi-
ble in his or her native language and students
get an opportunity to share their experiences
at CE. West said students share what is on
their hearts, and often they talk about their
newfound knowledge of Christianity and

American life. Once a student thanked West
for her Bible and said, “You have shown me
that America is not like ‘Desperate House-
wives.”” Another said the only time she left
her house each week was when the church
van came to her house. A few years ago, a
Muslim woman touched the hearts of the
volunteers when she shared that “while she
doesn’t believe in our God, she knows He is
real because she has seen Him in the faces
of the volunteers, drivers, teachers and child-
care teachers each Thursday.”

For many students, volunteerism is a new
concept, but CE shows them what it truly
means.

“Students will often say, ‘I never knew
the word volunteer, but I will go back home
and be a volunteer — I will do something for
others with no pay, ” West said. (TAB)

Citizenship class to complement English classes

Each year, thousands of immigrants be-
come naturalized U.S. citizens. The
naturalization process brings all the benefits
of U.S. citizenship, but the process is both
challenging and time-consuming.

To help eligible students move forward
in their quest to become naturalized U.S.
citizens, Conversational English (CE), a
ministry of Montgomery Baptist Associa-
tion, began offering citizenship classes in
January.

“This is the first time we’ve done it,
so we're playing it a bit by ear,” said Bill
Lambert, a member of First Baptist Church,
Montgomery, who teaches the citizenship
class. “We have a broad group of people
with various backgrounds, and the objec-
tive is to get these students ready to take the
citizenship test.”

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) website states that the
most common path to citizenship is for
an individual who has been a permanent

resident of the U.S. for at least five years
and who meets all other requirements to be
eligible for naturalization. Alternate paths
to citizenship are available for spouses and
children of U.S. citizens and for individuals
who have served in the U.S. armed forces.
In order to be eligible for naturalization,
applicants must hold a “green card” that
allows them to live and work in the United
States, must be at least 18 years old and of
good moral character.

A starting point

Perhaps the most challenging part of the
naturalization process is the language re-
quirement. Applicants must be able to read,
write and speak English, and they must
demonstrate that knowledge in a 100-
question civics exam. The questions and
answers are available through the USCIS
website, but learning the answers is only
part of the test, according to Lambert.

“The test is an oral test, given one-on-

one with an officer from USCIS,” he said.
“The student has to understand the officer
and be able to respond to the questions in
English.”

Susan West, CE director, said the inaugu-
ral citizenship class has averaged 810 stu-
dents, including a woman from Bangladesh
who had already applied for citizenship
and will take her test in February. Another
student, a Chinese woman in her 70s who
has been in the United States more than 20
years, will soon be eligible as well.

Though not all of those attending are im-
medi