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A
s the number of 
ethnic churches in 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) 
continues to grow, 
Alabama Baptists 

are training leaders to minister to 
under-reached people groups around 
the state.

Across the SBC, the number of 
churches identifying themselves by 
an ethnicity other than Anglo has 
increased from 6,044 congregations 
in 1998 to 10,049 congregations 
in 2011, according to the Annual 
Church Profile (ACP) compiled by 
LifeWay Christian Resources.

The largest jump in non-Anglo 

SBC congregations from 1998 to 2011 
has predominantly come from an 82.7 
percent increase in the number of 
African-American congregations. His-
panic congregations have also seen a 
significant increase over the same span 
— nearly 63 percent. The number of 
Asian congregations affiliated with the 
SBC has grown by 55 percent. 

“It’s clear that Southern Baptists 
have been multi-ethnic and are becom-
ing an even more multi-ethnic conven-
tion of churches,” said Joseph Lee, 
senior pastor of Connexion Church, 
Lawrenceville, Ga., a mostly Korean 
Southern Baptist congregation. 

These same groups are the focus of 
efforts in Alabama as well. Accord-
ing to Kristy Kennedy, state literacy 
missions coordinator for the Alabama 
Baptist State Board of Missions 
(SBOM), North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) church planters are 
active in several areas of the state, 
including Birmingham, Dothan, Flor-
ence and Mobile. 

(See ‘Going,’ page 11)

Alabama Baptists train, equip leaders 
as ethnic congregations rise in SBC

By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist all peoples’
‘Open to

Alabama 
for 2011

White people — 70.1%

Black people — 26.5%

People of Hispanic or Latino  
Origin — 4.0%

People reporting two 
or more races — 1.4%

Asian people — 1.2%

American Indian and Alaska 
Native people — 0.7%

Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander people — 0.1%



Since Feb. 28, Alabama’s news media 
has been abuzz with stories about the 
state Legislature’s passing a bill provid-

ing public tax credits for private and parochial 
schools. Unfortunately none of the stories have 
called attention to the fact that the bill violates 
the religious liberty of every Alabamian as set 
forth in the 1901 Alabama Constitution. 

Most of the news stories focused instead on 
the charges and counter-charges by political 
heavyweights within the state. 

Gov. Robert Bentley called the tax credit bill 
“the most significant piece of legislation that’s 
been passed in this Legislature in years.” Evi-
dently his fellow Republicans agree because 
they have been bragging about how they used 
pure power to force the secretly rewritten bill 
about when to begin the school year into a bill 
providing tax credits to private and parochial 
schools.

So much for transparency in government. 
On the other side, the Alabama Education As-

sociation (AEA) claims the procedures used to 
pass the bill violated the open meetings law as 
if AEA has not stooped to political tricks of its 
own when it was all-powerful in the state Leg-
islature. 

Political overtones
Now the courts are in the fight. Circuit Judge 

Charles Price of Montgomery issued a restrain-
ing order preventing Gov. Bentley from signing 
the law. Republicans say the restraining order is 
political because Price is a Democrat. Republi-
can legislative leaders Mike Hubbard, speaker 
of the House, and Del Marsh, president pro 
tem of the Senate, call Price’s ruling “judicial 
activism at its worst.” They want the Alabama 
Supreme Court, which is all Republican, to set 
Price’s restraining order aside. 

It is sad when even the rulings of the courts 
are tinged with political overtones rather than 
with confidence in unbiased justice, but that is 
another issue. 

Surprisingly no one has talked about the vio-
lation of religious liberty that occurs when pub-
lic tax dollars are channeled into church-related 

causes. Article I, Section 3 of the Alabama Con-
stitution is titled Religious Liberty and says, in 
part, “No one shall be compelled by law to at-
tend any place of worship; nor to pay any tithes, 
taxes, or other rate for building or repairing any 
place of worship, or for main-
taining any minister or minis-
try.”

The words are clear — no 
taxes for maintaining a church-
related ministry. Yet that is ex-
actly what tax credits are. It 
is a dollar-for-dollar benefit 
from taxes owed the state. In 
this case, it is taxes that would 
have been used for public edu-
cation that can be channeled to 
a church ministry — a paro-
chial school. 

Parochial schools exist as 
a way of inculcating the doc-
trines and beliefs of the spon-
soring church body. That is 
why they require Bible class-
es, teach church doctrine and engage in worship 
according to the dictates of the sponsoring faith. 

Yes, many parochial schools provide wonder-
ful education. Personally, close family members 
attended and graduated from Christian schools 
in this state. But the quality of the education 
does not trump the inaliable right of religious 
liberty. 

Baptists have long understood that to use 
public tax money to support a religious minis-

Comment
A Threat to Religious Liberty

try is a violation of religious liberty. That prin-
ciple is enshrined in the Alabama Constitution. 
It does not matter if the religious ministry is 
sponsored by Baptists or Presbyterians or Cath-
olics or Seventh-day Adventists or whomever. 
Public tax money should not flow to religious 
ministries. Yet that is exactly what the Alabama 
Legislature has approved and the governor is 
eager to sign. 

One legal scholar recently illustrated the im-
pact of tax credits by using the example of cru-
cifixes. “Assume a state wishes to subsidize the 
ownership of crucifixes,” wrote U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Elena Kagan. She explained that a 
state could purchase them in bulk and distribute 
them; it could reimburse buyers with a check; 
or it could pay with a tax credit.

In all three cases, the state would be advanc-
ing a policy of supporting re-
ligion with public money and 
that is a violation of religious 
liberty. Tax credits to parochial 
schools are nothing more than 
what one writer called a “silly 
distinction” to allow govern-
ment to use its taxing power 
to support religious ministries. 

That this point was never 
raised in the debate in Mont-
gomery or in the state’s news 
media is both surprising and 
disappointing. 

Unfortunately it is likely that 
nothing can be done about the 
Legislature’s action. A U.S. 
Supreme Court case titled Ari-
zona Christian School Tuition 

Organization v. Winn effectively eliminated 
the ability of citizens to challenge tax credit 
schemes by eliminating taxpayer standing to 
bring cases. Now a state legislature can avoid 
a constitutional challenge simply by using tax 
credits instead of a direct appropriation. That is 
what the Alabama Legislature did. 

A technical point about legal methodology 
prevents an examination about the legal merits 
of the case. That is unfortunate.

If the bill is allowed to go the governor, Ala-
bama will join a growing list of states with a 
controversial school-funding program that fun-
nels public money to private and religious insti-
tutions in the form of tax credits. That this could 
happen in Alabama where we vigorously resist 
efforts by other government entities to limit re-
ligious freedom is the greatest of ironies. That 
this could happen in a state where Baptists, the 
champions of religious liberty, are the predomi-
nate religious group, is equally astonishing. 

It illustrates the difference between valuing 
religious liberty in theory and actually protect-
ing that liberty in practice.
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Thoughts
By Bob Terry

Baptists have long 

understood that 

to use public tax 

money to support 

a religious ministry 

is a violation of 

religious liberty.

‘Hurt in his eyes’
I just finished reading a piece in the 

March 7 issue by Jennifer Davis Rash 
titled, “Did you notice his eyes.” I was 
blessed by her every word she spoke 
when she said, “I could see the hurt 
in his eyes.” This reminds me of an-
other person I remember from a long 
time ago. A person who at that time 
was living a life of crime until another 

person saw in his eyes the hurt and 
loneliness that was tearing his life 
apart. This man who saw the hurt put 
his arms around him and said to him 
that God loved him and Christ died 
for sins. A few days later, he trusted 
Christ as Lord, united with a Bible-
believing Southern Baptist church, 
and for the last 37 years he has worked 
as a full-time evangelist in the prison 

min i s t ry, 
TV min-
istry, pas-
tored two 
churches, been 
on missions trips to Central 
America and helped feed and clothe 
the needy.     

Johnny Brown
Alpine, Ala.
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“If ye continue in my word, 
then ... ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you 

free.” John 8:31–32
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C
hristians need to intensify their 
prayers for the Supreme Court 
in the countdown days to its 
deliberations on same-sex “mar-
riage” later in March, according 

to Frank S. Page, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) Executive Com-
mittee (EC).

Page, who issued a call to prayer for the 
court Jan. 11, reminded members of the EC 
of the urgent need for prayer during his re-
marks at the EC’s Feb. 18 plenary session in 
Nashville.

The court is set to hear oral arguments in 
March on two cases that will either lead to 
the legalization of gay “marriage” nation-
wide or affirm the rights of legislators and 
voters to protect traditional marriage. It will 
consider the constitutionality of California’s 
Proposition 8 on March 26 and the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) on March 
27.

California voters passed Proposition 8 
in 2008 by a margin of 52–48 percent. The 
amendment stated, “Only marriage between 
a man and a woman is valid or recognized in 
California.” It reversed a California Supreme 
Court ruling that had legalized gay “mar-
riage.” A district court later declared the law 
established by the voter-initiated amendment 
unconstitutional. That court’s decision was 
upheld by the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, paving the way for it to be considered 
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

DOMA passed both houses of Congress in 
1996 with wide bipartisan support — 342 to 
67 in the House and 85 to 14 in the Senate. 
President Bill Clinton signed it into law. In 
2011, President Barack Obama instructed the 
Department of Justice no longer to defend 
this federal law. Congress has stepped in to 
defend its constitutionality.

In his January call to prayer, Page listed 
five specific ways believers in Christ should 
pray for the nine justices of the highest court 
in our nation and for those who will present 
oral testimony before them.
4Pray first and foremost that God’s will 

be done. Page outlined numerous instances 
of God’s judgment on individual sin (in King 
David’s and King Rehoboam’s lives) and on 
national sin (against the northern kingdom of 
Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah). 

While our preference is for God to extend 
mercy to us, Page said the Lord remains a 

“Righteous Judge” who “punishes the unre-
pentant heart,” whether an individual, a fam-
ily or a nation. “If He allowed judgment to 
fall upon His chosen people throughout his-
tory, how much more on a nation that forgets 
God?” Page asked.
4Nevertheless, plead for God’s mercy 

rather than His justice. Pointing to Habak-
kuk’s words in Habakkuk 3:2, “Lord, I stand 
in awe of Your deeds. Revive Your work in 
these years; make it known in these years. In 
Your wrath remember mercy,” Page called on 
Southern Baptists to “pray for the hearts and 
minds of the justices.” 

Though our nation has wandered far from 
biblical morality, “it only takes five justices,” 
Page wrote, “to establish the constitutional-
ity of these laws and rescue our nation from 
the precipice of moral destruction.” He urged 
Christians everywhere to ask the Holy Spirit 
to “guide and sway each justice.”
4Pray for supernatural wisdom for 

those who argue for the constitutionality of 
these two laws. Drawing attention to the ebb 
and flow of the judicial process, Page wrote, 
“The law is a fluid thing. It is always being 
shaped by a combination of factors, includ-
ing precedent, logic, the effect of past laws 
on the human condition and even personal 
charisma of the presenters.” 

He urged Christians to “pray that the indi-

viduals selected to argue for the constitution-
ality of traditional marriage will have keen-
ness of insight, eloquence and logical con-
sistency in their arguments and in response 
to each question directed their way” and that 
“their arguments will be biblically sound, 
compelling, reasonable and persuasive.”
4Pray that those who argue against 

biblical truth will be ensnared in their 
own pride and taken captive by their own 
conceits. In his remarks to the EC, Page ex-
pressed disappointment that the president of 
the United States had instructed the Depart-
ment of Justice not to defend the law of the 
land. 

Some of the arguments presented before 
the court will be intended to deflect the 
merits of the case by raising peripheral or 
technical matters that are not germane to the 
central issue. In his January call to prayer, 
Page observed that “the Psalmist frequently 
asked the Lord to let the wicked be caught in 
their own schemes” (Ps. 10:2).
4Pray God’s Word back to Him. Page 

closed his call to prayer in January by quot-
ing the entire chapter of Isaiah 59 as a “most 
fitting text for us to pray as we intercede on 
behalf of our nation.” He noted that the Isa-
iah passage acknowledges God’s might, His 
ability and His willingness “to rescue our 
land from imminent moral peril.” (BP)

Dept. of Justice argues for same-sex couple rights
The Obama administration came out 

forcefully Feb. 28 against Califor-
nia’s ban on same-sex “marriage” and, by 
extension, implicated similar bans in 37 
other states.

In a brief to the Supreme Court, which 
will hear two landmark same-sex “mar-
riage” cases in late March, the Depart-
ment of Justice argued that gay and les-
bian couples should have the same right to 
marry as heterosexuals.

The brief marks the first time the ad-
ministration has weighed in on the consti-
tutionality of any state ban on gay “mar-
riage.” Although it was aimed at the voter 
initiative passed in California in 2008, it 
put the administration squarely against 
other such prohibitions.

In particular, the brief implicated the 
other states that, like California, allow 
domestic partnerships or civil unions: 
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Nevada, New 
Jersey, Oregon and Rhode Island.

“The designation of marriage ... confers 
a special validation of the relationship be-
tween two individuals and conveys a mes-
sage to society that domestic partnerships 
or civil unions cannot match,” the Obama 
administration’s brief states.

Polls have been shifting toward ap-
proval of gay “marriage.” In a December 
2012 USA TODAY survey, 53 percent of 
Americans said same-sex couples deserve 
the same marriage rights as heterosexual 
couples, up from 40 percent in 2009. 

(RNS) 

Page issues call to prayer for Supreme Court rulings on gay ‘marriage’

‘Pray ...
God’s
will be done’
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CP giving 3.15 percent above budgeted goal
NASHVILLE — Year-to-date contributions to Southern Bap-

tist national and international missions and ministries are 3.15 
percent above the year-to-date budgeted goal, but 1 percent be-
hind contributions received during the same period last year.

Receipts totaled $80,801,829.12, or 103.15 percent of the 
$78,333,333.35 year-to-date amount budgeted to support South-
ern Baptist ministries nationally and globally, and $820,271.66 
less than the $81,622,100.78 received through the end of Febru-
ary 2012, according to Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) Ex-
ecutive Committee President Frank Page.

“We continue to monitor the economy and its impact on our 
cooperating churches. We have set a reasonable yet challenging 
Cooperative Program (CP) budget goal for this year, given how 
hard many Southern Baptists have been hit by the Great Reces-
sion,” Page said. 

“I am pleased to see that the precipitous drop in CP contribu-
tions of the previous three years has slowed and am optimistic 
that we are seeing positive signs of an economic recovery for our 
people and churches,” he said. 

Designated giving of $92,520,270.11 through February is 
6.13 percent, or $5,340,338.38, above gifts of $87,179,931.73 
received at this point last year. Totals include only those gifts 
received and distributed by the Executive Committee and do not 
reflect designated gifts contributed directly to SBC entities.

CP allocation budget receipts received by the Executive Com-
mittee are reported monthly to SBC entity executives, state of-
fices and denominational papers and are posted online at www.
cpmissions.net/CPReports. 

Ministers tax guide available from GuideStone
DALLAS — The 2013 edition of the ministers’ annual tax 

guide from GuideStone Financial Resources is now available.
The Tax Return Preparation and Federal Reporting Guide 

provides both active and retired ministers step-by-step help in 
understanding the latest tax laws along with sample tax forms to 
assist in preparing 2012 federal tax returns.

The guide was written again this year by Richard Hammar, a 
noted CPA, attorney and widely published author specializing 
in legal and tax issues for ministers. Additionally, the material 
is edited by GuideStone’s compliance staff to ensure that it ad-
dresses, in detail, tax issues directly affecting Southern Baptist 
pastors.

“As our tax system grows more complicated each year, it 
is a joy and a privilege for GuideStone to stand alongside the 
ministers we represent and provide solid counsel from a trusted 
source,” said O.S. Hawkins, GuideStone’s president. “Each year 
so many pastors tell us how thankful they are for this guide and 
how much it helps them navigate the unique ministerial tax laws. 
We are blessed to be able to help them with the important task of 
ensuring that their income tax returns are correct.”

The guide can be obtained in PDF format at GuideStone.org/
TaxGuide. GuideStone participants can order a free printed copy 
by calling 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-8433) between 7 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Central Standard time Monday through Friday.

American professor receives BWA human rights award 
WASHINGTON — Glen Stassen, an American theologian, ethi-

cist and author, is the recipient of the 2013 Baptist World Alliance 
(BWA) Denton and Janice Lotz Human Rights Award.

Stassen’s nomination was confirmed at a meeting of the BWA 
executive committee March 5 at its international offices in Falls 
Church, Va.

The writings of Stassen, the Lewis B. Smedes Professor of Chris-
tian Ethics at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., have 
influenced the international peace movement for more than three 
decades. He is known for his work on theological ethics, politics, 
social justice and developing the Just Peacemaking theory in ethics 
in dealing with matters of war and conflict.

Stassen has worked to help found several organizations for 
peacemaking, operated behind the scenes to negotiate the removal 
of short- and middle-range nuclear weapons from Europe, testified 
at capital punishment cases, developed a strategy for defense at-
torneys in capital cases and engaged in human rights advocacy for 
the mentally disabled.

The Denton and Janice Lotz Human Rights Award will be pre-
sented during the BWA Annual Gathering in Ocho Rios, Jamaica, 
July 1–6. 

Photo courtesy of Samford University

Samford University President Andrew Westmoreland (right) talks with Korean students dur-
ing his recent trip to Asia. While in Asia, Westmoreland and other Samford leaders worked to 

strengthen ties with schools and universities there.

S
amford University in Birmingham has 
already spent significant time in 2013 
increasing its profile in Asia. And it started 
in January in a classroom of Indonesian 
third-graders.

Samford student Natalie Mitchell was among 
those helping them study English on a January trip to 
their school. “We sang simple songs with them like 
‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ and read them 
children’s books, which they loved,” Mitchell said.

She and seven other Samford education students 
traveled to Jakarta, Indonesia, with Jeanna Westmo-
reland, course lecturer for Foundations, Samford’s 
first-year experience course, and wife of Samford 
President Andrew Westmoreland. “The trip to Indo-
nesia opened the eyes of eight young women to the 
needs and opportunities found in a radically different 
culture,” Jeanna Westmoreland said.

The January term course was part of a multipur-
pose initiative aimed at building Samford’s reputa-
tion in Asia, especially within the region’s Christian 
communities. Samford wants to raise recruitment 
among Asian students and provide a richer interna-
tional experience for those already at Samford.

Meeting with universities, schools
Andrew Westmoreland and several others trav-

eled to Indonesia, China and the Republic of Korea 
(South Korea) as part of the initiative. That group 
included School of the Arts Dean Joe Hopkins, Sam-
ford international recruiter Hunter Denson and Bee-
son Divinity School Dean Timothy George.

Samford has recruited about 175 students from 
China since 2010 and a few from other Asian na-
tions, but the university would like to see these 
numbers grow. With the help of friends in each of the 
three nations recently visited, Samford is establish-
ing ties that could help meet that goal.

In Indonesia, the Westmorelands have assisted and 
supported a K–12 school and an 8,000-student uni-

versity — both Christian — begun in the 1990s. The 
opportunity for exchange programs with the Indone-
sian university Universitas Pelita Harapan, located 
near Jakarta, is being explored.

Denson said he saw “exceptional recruitment pos-
sibilities” in Indonesia because of its use of an in-
ternational baccalaureate curriculum, some focus on 
Christ-centered education and high English-language 
proficiency.

In China, the group met with Roger Wang, head 
of a company that helps Samford recruit students 
from that nation. To build greater “brand awareness” 
of Samford in China, Wang suggested pursuing 
memoranda of understanding with some leading uni-
versities. The Samford group visited the University 
of Science and Technology, as well as the Beijing 
University of Chinese Medicine, beginning dialogues 
aimed at signing cooperative agreements.

Denson noted that Wang’s efforts had drawn large 
crowds of qualified students to informational ses-
sions on studying at Samford. 

In the Republic of Korea (South Korea), Far East 
Broadcasting Company Chairman Billy Kim — who 
spoke at Samford’s commencement last May — ar-
ranged a schedule enabling Andrew Westmoreland to 
preach and Hopkins to sing before several thousand 
people at three large churches in Seoul and other cit-
ies. They also met with church and business leaders 
and the South Korean prime minister in meetings 
arranged by Kim and D. K. Lee, past president of 
Rotary International and recipient of an honorary 
doctorate from Samford.

The Christian movement is growing in South Ko-
rea, said Denson, making Samford’s Christ-focused 
education a great fit for many Korean students.

“Perhaps hundreds of doors have opened to us 
over the past three weeks,” Andrew Westmoreland 
said upon his return in late January. “The trip ex-
ceeded our expectations to the extent that I find it 
impossible to describe the impact.” (SU)

Samford leaders tour Asia to strengthen recruitment

bridges
Building



march 14, 2013 / The Alabama Baptist / Page 5

Photo courtesy of Forest Lake Baptist Church

Photo courtesy of Forest Lake Baptist Church

Top: Emily Larson of Forest Lake Baptist Church shares a gos-
pel message with the princesses. Bottom: Brianna Dawson of 
Forest Lake Baptist Church helps herself to the candy jar bar.

Photo courtesy of Forest Lake Baptist Church

Nancy Woods of New Creations Salon 
in Tuscaloosa places a tiara on Valerie 

Allen of Forest Lake Baptist Church.

Photo courtesy of Forest Lake Baptist Church

Forest Lake Baptist Church college minister Aaron Barnes (center) 
takes drink orders from Michaela Granec (left) and Lillian Pardo-Long.

I
f you know Jesus, you’re a princess.

This was the message sent to 61 
little girls decked out in ball gowns, 
eating finger sandwiches off of fine 
china and drinking tea out of crystal 
cups at the Princess Ball of Forest 

Lake Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa, Feb. 23.
The focus of the event “was to share 

with the girls the plan of salvation and our 
royal heritage when you become a child of 
God, a child of the King,” said Donna Ci-
cero, who oversees the children’s ministry 
program of Circlewood Baptist Church, 
Tuscaloosa.

Circlewood and Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, Tuscaloosa, were both invited to 
participate in Forest Lake’s Princess Ball, 
an event for girls in kindergarten through 
fifth grade.

“Girls often believe in fairy tales that 
don’t exist, and it crushes them when they 
grow up,” said Michael Allen, Forest Lake’s 
worship/children’s minister, whose wife, 
Yana, had the idea for the ball. “We want 
them to know that Jesus loves them and that 
if they are a child of the King, they are a 
true princess.” 

During the Princess Ball, girls had their 
hair done by a local salon, their makeup 
done by makeup artists and their portraits 
made by a local photographer. They were 
all given tiaras, and they had a ballet lesson 

and a lesson in table etiquette.
A candy jar bar was available for the 

girls to make a bag full of what they want-
ed, and a big table of old jewelry boxes 
offered beaded necklaces and other jewelry 
so the girls could “add to their outfits,” Ci-
cero said.

And men from all three churches — 
dressed in tuxedos — served the girls tea 
and sandwiches on fine china and crystal, 
addressing each one as “your royal high-
ness.”

Making an impression
It made a real impression on the girls, 

said Michael Allen, who served as one of 
the hosts. Very few of the girls from Forest 
Lake were from families who attend church 
— many came as part of the church’s van 
ministry.

“They especially just need somebody to 
come around and love them and encourage 
them,” he said.

It was a good outreach opportunity, Ci-
cero said.

“So many of them said, ‘This is the most 
fun party I’ve ever been to,’” she said.

Yana Allen said they knew the girls 
would enjoy dressing up — her own daugh-
ter had asked for a princess party for her 
last birthday, and she and her friends had 
loved it.

“I thought it would be a great idea for the 
church girls, and we could use it to tell the 
truth,” Yana Allen said. “The truth is that 
every girl is royalty when she becomes a 
child of God.”

Each table was decorated with the theme 
of a different princess — Sleeping Beauty, 
Jasmine, Cinderella and others — and 
speaker Emily Larson of Forest Lake used 
those themes to share the gospel.

“She did a phenomenal job. She went 
through the plan of salvation using those 
characters,” Cicero said.

Some examples, she said, were how 
Jesus washes us whiter than snow — like 
Snow White — and how He gives us His 
Word as a sword to carry with us, just as 
Princess Merida from the movie “Brave” 
carries a weapon with her always.

At the end of the day, 29 girls indicated 
they would like to know more about Jesus. 
The three churches are now following up 
with those girls, and at least one has already 
made a public decision to follow Christ at 
Forest Lake.

“We are so excited about what happened 
this year,” Michael Allen said. “It’s been an 
awesome event, and we are planning to do 
it again next year.”

For information about how to plan a 
Princess Ball, contact Michael Allen at 
205-759-1569 or mallen@flbc.us.

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

Tuscaloosa churches reach young girls through Princess Ball event

‘Child
of the King’
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BESSEMER
4The worship ministry of 

Canaan Church, Bessemer, will 
present “The First Light” Eas-
ter musical March 29–30, 7 p.m. 
For information call 205-425-
4381. Child care will be available 
through 4 years old. Morgan Bailey 
is pastor.4The JOY Fellowship 
of The Baptist Church at McA-
dory, McCalla, will meet March 
26. Wayne and Margaret Alexander 
will be the guests. For information 
call program director Lloyd Jones 
at 205-425-0354 or the church of-
fice at 205-477-8265 or visit www.
bcmcadory.org. Bill McCall is pas-
tor.

BLOUNT
4Pleasant View Church, Hol-

ly Pond, will hold a third Sunday 
night singing March 17, 6 p.m. with 
Alverson Boyd from Huntsville. 
For information call 256-796-5986. 
Randy Burtram is pastor. 

CHEROKEE
4The churches of Cherokee 

Association recently conducted 
a February food drive for the Ala-
bama Baptist Children’s Homes & 
Family Ministries’ efforts in Ox-
ford. The churches gave 11,649 
pounds of food, the most ever for 
this drive. Wendell Dutton is direc-
tor of missions.

CHILTON
4Concord Church, Clanton, 

will hold revival March 17–20. 
Sunday services will be at 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m. with lunch at noon. 
Monday–Wednesday services will 
be at 6:30 p.m. Andy Mims, pastor 
of Mulberry Church, Isabella, will 
speak. There also will be special 
music each night. For information 
call the church at 205-755-4754. 
Randal Mims is pastor.

COFFEE
4Lee Street Church, Enter-

prise, will hold revival, “Lighting 
the Fire Again,” March 17–20, Sun-
day at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. and Mon-
day–Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Ken 
Chancellor will speak and Gunter 
Akridge will lead worship. A nurs-
ery will be provided each service. 
For information call 334-347-4981. 
Larry Doster is pastor.4Zion 

teams and leave for construction 
projects on selected homes. Most 
projects will go into the afternoon. 
No child care will be provided dur-
ing the event. Lunch will be pro-
vided. For information call Hayn-
eville Church at 334-548-2620 or 
Montgomery Association at 334-
271-6227. Darrell Paulk is pastor 
of Hayneville Church.

MUD CREEK
4Mud Creek Association 

ministers’ wives will sponsor a 
field trip to Samford University’s 
Special Collection Department on 
April 19, departing from the as-
sociation office at 9 a.m. to learn 
how to preserve church history. 
Ken Maddox is director of mis-
sions.

SHELBY
4Bryant Wright, immedi-

ate past president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, will be 
the special guest at Community 
Church, Maylene, for a mid-
week service April 3, 6:30 p.m. 
Bo Brown is pastor.

ST. CLAIR
4Friendship Church, 

Springville, will host “Becom-
ing,” a St. Clair Baptist ladies 
event, April 6, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Brenda Ladun will speak and Ju-
lia Hill will lead worship. Break-
out sessions include: Becoming a 
Witness: On Mission with God; 
Becoming a Saver: Extreme Cou-
poning; Becoming a Rescuer: Hu-
man Trafficking; and Becoming 
an Artist: Praise n’ Paint. Snacks 
and lunch will be offered and door 
prizes will be available. For ticket 
information and the list of items 
to bring to the event (everyone 
is asked to bring one item on the 
list), call Linda Smith at 205-594-
5173. The missions emphasis will 
be The WellHouse in Birming-
ham. Cliff Vines is pastor. 

TUSCALOOSA
4Chapel Hill Church, North-

port, will hold the 3rd annual 
Cruisin Car Show and Rummage 
Sale on April 13, 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Door prize giveaways will be of-
fered. For information visit www.
chapelhillbc.org. James Nichols is 
pastor.

Chapel Church, Elba, will host 
a seven-church revival through 
March 15 and again March 17. 
Sunday services will be at 6 p.m. 
and weeknights at 7 p.m. Participat-
ing churches include: Zion Chapel 
Church, Elba; Wise Mill Assembly, 
Elba; Mount Zion Church, New 
Brockton; Hebron Church, Troy; 
Victoria Church, Jack; Whitewater 
Church, Elba; and Woodland Grove 
Church, Elba. For information call 
Donnie Marler at 334-897-5471. 
Cary Maulden is pastor of Zion 
Chapel.

CONECUH
4Bower Memorial Church, 

Evergreen, will hold January 
Bible Study in March focusing on 
“The Greatest Week in History” on 
March 24–27, 6:30 p.m. Dale Huff, 
director of the office of LeaderCare 
and church administration for the 
Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions, will lead the study. Ev-
eryone is invited. Jim Griffin is pas-
tor.

MOBILE
4Darcie Gill, Voice of the Mar-

tyrs representative, will speak at In-
dian Springs Church, Eight Mile, 
on March 24, 6 p.m. Charles Couey 
is pastor.

MONTGOMERY
4First Church, Montgom-

ery, and Prison Fellowship Min-
istries will hold the “Bringing 
Hope!” prison ministry conference 
at First, Montgomery, on April 6, 
9 a.m.–3 p.m. Registration will be 
from 8:30–9 a.m. Jay Wolf, pas-
tor of First, Montgomery, and Kim 
Thomas, Alabama Department of 
Corrections commissioner, will 
speak. Four workshops will be of-
fered and lunch will be provided. To 
register call Shari Llanos at 1-800-
251-7411, ext. 8139 or email shari_
llanos@pfm.org.4Operation In-
asmuch United, an interdenomina-
tional, community missions event 
with churches in Lowndes and 
Montgomery counties, will be held 
March 16. The event is sponsored 
by Olive Tree Ministries of Ala-
bama and Montgomery Baptist 
Association. Participating teams 
will meet at Hayneville Church 
at 7:30 a.m. for prayer, to finalize 

Samford to host Youth Evangelism Conference
Life is more than a game.

And when we put our pas-
sion into a game, we miss the 
mark every time, said Mike Nuss, 
director of the office of collegiate 
and student ministries of the Ala-
bama Baptist State Board of Mis-
sions.

That’s why this year’s Youth 
Evangelism Conference (YEC) is 
aimed to show students that life is 

about much more than that — it’s 
about a relationship with Jesus 
Christ that consumes everything, 
Nuss said.

The conference, set for Aug. 
2–3 at Samford University in 
Birmingham, will encourage stu-
dents, youth leaders, parents and 
churches to put their passion into 
what lasts and make sure stu-
dents have a personal relation-

ship with Jesus Christ, he said.
More than two-thirds of Ala-

bama’s students don’t have a re-
lationship with Jesus, Nuss said. 
“We hope the conference will not 
just reach students but also en-
courage students to go back and 
be witnesses on their campus.”

For more information about the 
YEC, visit onemissionstudents.
org.   (TAB)

Ralph B. Jernigan
Former pastor, TBFA director emeritus dies

Ralph B. Jernigan, a pastor of several Alabama churches and 
director emeritus of The Baptist Foundation of Alabama, died 

March 2. He was 82. 
Born in Goshen, Jernigan graduated from Howard College (now 

Samford University in Birmingham). He also 
earned a degree from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Jernigan served as pastor of Munford Bap-
tist Church; Westwood Baptist Church, Bir-
mingham; Central Park Baptist Church, Bir-
mingham; First Baptist Church, Troy; First 
Baptist Church, Talladega; and New Begin-
ning Baptist Church, Alexander City, where 
he also served as pastor emeritus. 

He served as interim pastor of several Ala-
bama churches, most recently at Jackson’s 
Gap Baptist Church. 

Jernigan served as a trustee for Citizens 
Baptist Medical Center in Talladega, Princeton Baptist Medical 
Center in Birmingham, New Orleans Seminary and Alabama Bap-
tist Children’s Homes & Family Ministries. He was on the board 
of governors for Judson College in Marion, and he served on the 
committee on boards of the Southern Baptist Convention and the 
Alabama Baptist State Convention. Jernigan served many roles in 
Alabama Baptist life and felt it was “a part of his ministry,” ac-
cording to his son, John Jernigan.

Ralph Jernigan was preceded in death by his wife, Kathryn Eliz-
abeth. He is survived by three children; eight grandchildren and  
eight great-grandchildren.   (Neisha Fuson) 

jernigan

The Pursuit encourages  
students to think ‘outside box’
College and high 

school students from 
across the state gathered 
at Taylor Road Baptist 
Church, Montgomery, 
Feb. 22–23 for The Pursuit 
Conference, sponsored 
by the office of collegiate 
and student ministries of 
the Alabama Baptist State 
Board of Missions and 
Crossover Group. 

Challenged to see their 
vocation as a calling, stu-
dents were encouraged to 
think of ministry outside 
the “missionary to a for-
eign country” or “pastor 
of a church” box. 

Frank Page, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee; Jeff Iorg, 
president of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Mill 
Valley, Calif.; and Chris Ho-
gan, of Dave Ramsey Speakers 
Group, challenged the students 
to know God’s will, seek confir-
mation of God’s call and accept 
the challenge to obey that call-
ing. 

More than 20 breakout ses-
sion leaders — including a Su-

preme Court justice, a realtor, 
a businesswoman and a high 
school football coach, to name 
a few — shared about their per-
sonal vocation and how they use 
it and see it as a ministry. 

“The Pursuit was a great event 
that really helped my students 
flesh out and understand God’s 
call and purpose for their life,” 
said Jake Duke, campus min-
ister in the West Alabama area. 
“It will have a lasting impact 
far beyond a weekend experi-
ence.”                    (SBOM, TAB)

Photo by Doug Rogers

vocation — Jeff Iorg, president 
of Gold Gate Seminary, prays 
over students at The Pursuit.
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A
s Montgomery Police 
Chief Kevin Murphy 
unpinned his badge 
from his uniform, 
only he and the Lord 
knew what he was 
about to do.

But both of them 
had known for a long time.

“I had been thinking about it for a while. 
It had been on my mind and I had thought 
about it and prayed about it,” Murphy said.

He’d even had some sleepless nights.
But he knew March 2 was “the right op-

portunity.” He had been asked to speak at 
a ceremony at historic First Baptist Church 
on Ripley Street in Montgomery as part of 
the 13th Congressional Civil Rights Pil-
grimage to Alabama.

So he did. 
But his speech soon became an apology 

to U.S. Rep. John Lewis on behalf of the 

Sunday” in Selma on March 7, 1965. He 
was arrested and jailed more than 40 times 
in America and four times in South Africa.

But Lewis’ goal was always peace, he 
said. While studying at American Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Nashville, he be-
gan to study the nonvio-
lent tactics of Jesus and 
Mahatma Gandhi.

In every human, he 
said, there is a “spark of 
the divine.”

“We all live in the 
same house. We must 
care for each other,” 
Lewis told students and 
faculty at Judson Col-
lege in Marion on Feb. 
21 when the college 
awarded him an honor-
ary degree.

“We’re all children 
of the King,” he said. 
“Never give up. Never 
become bitter. Keep 
your faith. Let the Spirit 
of God Almighty be 
your guide.”

Because of gestures like Murphy’s, “the 
healing continues,” Lewis said.

“It moves us toward reconciliation, 
and that was what the movement was all 
about,” he said.

Jay Wolf, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Montgomery, on South Perry Street, said 
reconciliation has been a matter of collec-
tive prayer for black and white pastors for 
nearly 20 years. This gathering of pastors, 
called John 17, finds its goal in Christ’s 
prayer: “Father, I pray that they would be 
one so that the world may believe that you 
sent me.”

“Police Chief Murphy’s apology pro-
vides another chapter in the long book of 
how God is bringing together the body of 
Christ to facilitate spiritual awakening,” 
Wolf said.

Montgomery is the “cradle of the Civil 
War and the civil rights movement” but 
also is filled with “dynamic Christ-follow-
ers,” he said. “Montgomery was known for 

Montgomery police department, which 
stood down while Lewis and other Free-
dom Riders were beaten by a mob at the 
local Greyhound station May 20, 1961.

Then, after apologizing, Murphy took 
off his badge and presented it to Lewis.

His gesture moved Lewis to tears.

‘He is my hero’
“He (Lewis) was so gracious in his ac-

ceptance of it,” Murphy said. “He is a man 
of great courage. He is my hero. The way 
he carries himself, he is an inspiration to 
me and to all of us here.”

Lewis said Murphy was the first chief 
in America to apologize, and it “means a 
great deal.”

Lewis, who was born in Troy, was beat-
en several times as he pursued civil rights. 
He was hit in the head with a wooden crate 
during the Montgomery skirmish, and Ala-
bama State Troopers beat him on “Bloody 

division but it is now known for reconcili-
ation.

“Chief Murphy’s offering of a sincere 
apology for the injustices suffered by the 
Freedom Riders and giving John Lewis 
his badge provides another beautiful por-

trait of the reality of 
racial reconciliation,” 
Wolf said. “I am con-
fident that God wants 
to send a great revival 
in our day, but if the 
Lord’s Church is di-
vided by racial division, 
then the flow of His 
life-giving Spirit will be 
impeded.”

Murphy’s actions 
“align with God’s call 
to speak His truth and 
live His love,” Wolf 
said.

But Murphy is quick 
to say he’s no hero.

“It was a very easy 
decision to make, be-
cause it was the right 

thing to do,” he said. “I really feel like 
God directed me … I think that somebody 
who is wearing this uniform with this 
iconic patch that you see in the photo-
graphs of Martin Luther King (Jr.) and 
Rosa Parks, that that voice needs to be 
heard in a different light from what his-
tory has recorded in years past.”

Very personal decision
It was a very personal decision, he said. 

“I didn’t want any attention. I didn’t even 
talk to my own wife about it.”

When he got home from the ceremony, 
his wife, Debbie, asked him how it went, 
and he told her it was “an outstanding and 
beautiful service” — nothing more.

A few hours later, after she got a phone 
call, she sought him out on the other side 
of the house and said, “Is there something 
you want to tell me?”

In doing what he did, Murphy “pleased 
the King and built the Kingdom,” Wolf 
said.

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

Montgomery Advertiser/Lloyd Gallman

U.S. Rep. John Lewis (left) stands with Montgomery Police Chief Kevin 
Murphy during a March 2 ceremony at FBC Montgomery on Ripley Street. 
Murphy gave Lewis his badge to apologize for the department’s failure to 

protect him and other Freedom Riders during a 1961 attack.

Photo by Bill Mathews

Rep. John Lewis (center) is hooded by Judson College President David Potts and Jud-
son artist-in-residence Billie Jean Young after receiving an honorary degree Feb. 21. 

“Chief Murphy’s 

offering of a sincere 

apology … provides 

another beautiful 

portrait of the reality of 

racial reconciliation.”

Pastor Jay Wolf
FBC Montgomery

Montgomery police chief apologizes to US Rep. Lewis for not protecting Freedom Riders in 1961

healing
continues’

‘The
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P
ersecution of Christians in North Korea 
shows no sign of abating under the 
country’s new leader, Kim Jong-Un, 
according to a report by the worldwide 
ministry Open Doors.

“The fanatical regime, which rules 
the destitute country of 24 million 
people with a proverbial iron fist, has 
a special hatred for Christians,” Jerry 
Dykstra of the California-based Open 

Doors USA noted. “North Korea is in a league of its own 
when it comes to persecution of Christians.”

Dykstra’s and other reports parallel inci-
dents in North Korea chronicled in the U.S. 
State Department’s religious freedom assess-
ments.

Of an estimated 200,000 prisoners in North 
Korea, 70,000 of them are Christians, Open 
Doors reported. For the 11th consecutive 
year, North Korea tops Open Doors’ list of 
the worst countries for its brutal treatment of 
believers.

North Korea is run like a giant religious 
cult, Dykstra wrote. He noted two ideologies 
that drive the regime: “Juche,” which asserts 
that man is self-reliant, and “Kimilsungism,” 
which is the worship of leaders.

Christianity is viewed as a Western-insti-
gated threat to the regime, Dykstra wrote in an article that 
appeared on the Religion Today website Feb. 19.

Based on defectors, circumstantial evidence and inter-
national observers’ reports, Dykstra has concluded that the 
situation for North Korean Christians is deteriorating rather 
than improving. 

“Many North Koreans attempt to escape to neighboring 
China, and an informal network of Christians seek to pro-
vide practical assistance when they cross the border,” Dyk-
stra wrote. “However, the reach of Pyongyang extends even 
into China. Police officials follow the refugees over the 
border and hunt down and vigorously prosecute those who 
convert to Christianity while in China or those who attempt 
to bring Christian literature back to North Korea.”

North Koreans who return to their country are interro-
gated about whether they met any Christians in China and 
whether they visited a church in China, the Open Doors 
report said.

Recently a Christian was shot and killed while returning 
for Bible training in China, Dykstra wrote. An Open Doors 
worker reported, “He was very excited about his new faith 

and wanted to share the gospel with his family. He wanted 
to come back to China to study the Bible more so he could 
explain the Christian faith better to his family.”

Another Christian, who also had studied the Bible in 
China, died in a labor camp, Open Doors reported. 

“The number of trained North Korean spies inside China 
is growing,” Dykstra wrote. “They are attempting to track 
down human rights activists and Christians helping North 
Korean refugees.”

Amid such hardships, the faith of North Korean believers 
is strong, Dykstra wrote. Open Doors obtained a letter from 

an underground church leader who noted, “No 
matter what circumstances we face, we stand 
firm in the mighty hands of God, and we will 
continue to march strongly toward the eternal 
kingdom.”

A report by Mission Network News on Feb. 
7 corroborated the Open Doors accounts, stat-
ing that Kim Jong-Un is “making life difficult 
for Christians.” 

Mission Network News, in conjunction 
with Christian Aid Mission, explained that in 
the early 1900s, Pyongyang was known as the 
“Jerusalem of the East” because Christianity 
had taken root and about 3,000 churches were 
established and growing.

Persecution of Christians began shortly 
thereafter, in 1910, when Japan seized control 

of the Korean peninsula, and it worsened with the rise of the 
current communist regime at the end of World War II. 

God’s love brings ‘light to darkness’
Mission Network News said a North Korean man who 

leads three underground churches was arrested and charged 
with espionage for helping North Korean refugees escape 
into China. He was sentenced to 18 years in prison, but after 
someone gave the government money on his behalf, his sen-
tence was reduced to five years.

“Christian ministry leaders in North Korea are encour-
aged as God’s love shines forth, bringing light to darkness 
and transforming hearts,” Mission Network News said. 
“Whatever the political situation, they can experience spiri-
tual freedom through the redeeming power of Jesus Christ.”

Writing for World Magazine Feb. 22, Mindy Belz report-
ed that one week after North Korea’s recent nuclear test — 
which entailed a 5.1-magnitude explosion — two survivors 
of the country’s state gulag testified before the U.N. Human 
Rights Council in Geneva.

“Shin Dong-hyuk and Kang Chol-hwan say the state’s 

political prison system is incarcerating 200,000 ‘criminals’ 
— many of them Christians — in Holocaust-like camps: 
‘Fundamentally, it’s the same as Hitler’s Auschwitz,’ testi-
fied Kang. ‘People think the Holocaust is in the past, but it 
is still very much a reality. It is still going on in North Ko-
rea,’ Shin told reporters on the sidelines of the human-rights 
summit,” Belz wrote.

The U.S. State Department’s International Religious 
Freedom Report for 2011, the most recent year available, 
noted that since 2001 the secretary of state has designated 
North Korea as a Country of Particular Concern for particu-
larly severe violations of religious freedom.

 ‘Arrested, beaten, tortured or killed’ 
Representatives of foreign governments, journalists and 

other invited guests, though, are not allowed the freedom 
of movement within North Korea that would enable them 
to fully assess human rights conditions or confirm reported 
abuses, the State Department said. 

According to reports by refugees, defectors, missionaries 
and nongovernmental organizations, religious people who 
engage in proselytizing in North Korea and those who have 
contact with foreigners or missionaries “were arrested and 
subjected to harsh penalties,” the State Department said. 

“Refugees and defectors stated that they witnessed or 
heard of arrests and possible executions of underground 
Christian church members in prior years,” the report said. 

North Korea’s constitution and other laws and policies 
provide for religious freedom, the State Department said, 
but “members of underground churches were arrested, beat-
en, tortured or killed because of their religious beliefs.”

There are four state-controlled Christian churches in 
Pyongyang, and “some foreigners who visited the country 
stated that church services appeared staged and, in addition 
to religious themes, contained political content supportive 
of the government,” the State Department recounted.

Kim Jong-Il, along with his father before him, sought to 
assert an ideological legitimacy by promoting a cult of per-
sonality and emphasizing a “military-first” policy, the State 
Department said. Kim Jong-Un reportedly has followed in 
their footsteps.

Mission Network News offered these prayer requests:
4Pray for wise, bold believers and the rapid expansion 

of underground churches.
4Pray for spiritual encouragement for believers who are 

enduring extremely harsh prison conditions.
4Pray for a wide dissemination of Bibles.
4Pray for God to protect Christians from the authorities 

and to enable them to minister undetected. (BP)

North Korea’s ‘hatred of Christians’ puts 70,000 believers in ‘Holocaust’-like prisons

kim jong-un

‘Proverbial

iron
fist’

Graphic by Lauren C. Grim



march 14, 2013 / The Alabama Baptist / Page 9

W
hen Kevin 
Blackwell, 
pastor of Valley 
Creek Bap-
tist Church, 
Hueytown, 
looks at his 
church’s new 

9,000-square-foot children’s building, he 
sees more than just a structure. 

“It’s an evangelism tool,” he said. 
And the building, with separate wings 

for nursery/preschool and children’s min-
istry, doesn’t exist just for those within the 
church’s walls — it’s for the entire commu-
nity. “Anything we do here at Valley Creek, 
we do for the community,” Blackwell noted.

The new building has been a long time 
coming for the church. In 2005 when Black-
well began serving as pastor of Valley Creek 
Baptist, there weren’t many kids there. “I 
knew children’s ministry was so important,” 
Blackwell said.

With an intentional focus on children’s 
ministry, the church brought on its chil-
dren’s minister and began to see kids attend 
and become saved. “Before we knew it, we 
had outgrown our facilities in regards to 
children and youth space,” Blackwell said.

The church formed an exploratory com-
mittee, and through surveying the congrega-
tion and talking to staff members they soon 
realized the need for a new children’s build-
ing and a larger youth space. 

“That began it all,” Blackwell said. In the 
fall of 2011, the church began a stewardship 
campaign known as “Bridge to the Future.”

Phase one of construction includes the 

his sermon titled “Building Together.”
Hueytown’s mayor and some city coun-

cil members attended the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony that afternoon, and as Hicks cut 
the ribbon with Blackwell he sensed the 
excitement and anticipation of the kids in 
the crowd. “Seeing their facial expressions 
… was really neat,” he said. “They couldn’t 
wait to see (the building).” 

Blackwell looked out over the crowd dur-
ing the ceremony and spotted people who 
had been members for decades and others 
who were new to the church — generations 
who had “all come together to celebrate,” 
he said.

newly opened children’s building. It also 
includes the renovation of existing space for 
the youth group complete with state-of-the-
art technology and a café, kitchenette and 
game room.

Church members did the work themselves 
for the youth space, with men in the church 
sacrificing many hours of their own time to 
see the construction completed.

The design of Valley Creek’s new chil-
dren’s building was a collaboration of chil-
dren’s pastor Steven Hicks, an architect and 
the children’s building committee.

‘Building kids up in Christ’
According to Hicks, the left half of the 

building includes the nursery and preschool 
wing for bed babies to 4-year-olds. The 
other half, the children’s ministry wing, 
includes two children’s worship rooms: The 
Construction Yard, for kindergarten through 
second grade, and Kids Zone, for third 
through sixth graders. 

Hicks noted the ministry mantra for Val-
ley Creek’s children’s ministry is “Building 
kids up in Christ,” a theme incorporated into 
many indoor elements like the construction 
and road designs in Kids Zone.

The children’s building marks the first 
structure built on the campus since 1980, 
and to celebrate its grand opening Valley 
Creek held both a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and afternoon open house for the commu-
nity March 3.

During the 11 a.m. worship service the 
same day, the children’s building committee 
chairperson spoke to the congregation and 
Blackwell preached from Nehemiah during 

Hicks added that the new building is not 
only “for now” but for “future generations” 
as well.

And people of all ages have given sacri-
ficially to the campaign, Blackwell said. “It 
could not have been done without the sacri-
fice of our people,” he said.  

When God puts a vision in the hearts 
of His people, “this is what can happen,” 
Blackwell said of his church. “What’s hap-
pening here is not restrictive to [Valley 
Creek],” he said, adding that churches just 
have to allow God to work. “I want our 
church to be an encouragement to other 
churches,” he said.

By Julie Payne
The Alabama Baptist

Photo by Debbie Campbell 

Photo by Bruce Brashier

Pastor Kevin Blackwell (center, left) and children’s pastor Steven Hicks 
(center, right) of Valley Creek Baptist Church, Hueytown, participate in 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the newly opened children’s building.

Photo by Debbie Campbell 

Top: Children 
have a good 

time in the 
playroom of 

the new chil-
dren’s building 
at Valley Creek 

Baptist Church, 
Hueytown. 

Right: Workers 
at the chil-

dren’s welcome 
center desk 

greet families 
as they come 

through the 
main entrance.

Hueytown’s Valley Creek aims to reach 
community with new children’s, youth space

‘Evangelism
tool’
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Market Place
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CHURCH POSITIONS
Pastor: First Baptist Church, Hack-
leburg, Ala., is prayerfully seeking a 
pastor to lead this conservative small-
town church of 300 members. A bach-
elor’s degree from a Baptist college or 
seminary degree is preferred. Send re-
sumés to: First Baptist Church, Hack-
leburg, P.O. Box 128, Hackleburg, AL 
35564, or email to: hfbcoffice@gmail.
com by March 31.

Minister of Music and Wor-
ship: Springfield Baptist Church in 
Springfield, Tenn., is seeking a full-time 
leader of music and worship. The wor-
ship leader will be responsible for plan-
ning and conducting worship services, 
directing various choirs, praise team 
and instrumentalists. Our worship ser-
vices are a blend of traditional and con-
temporary music. A bachelor’s degree 
in music is required. A master’s degree 
is preferred. Please send all resumés 
to: Springfield Baptist Church, Music 
Search Committee, 400 North Main 
Street, Springfield, TN 37172. Please 
include a recent worship service DVD. 
Emails may be sent to: bethbohler05@
gmail.com. 

Worship Leader/Student Min-
ister: Camellia Baptist Church in 
Prattville is currently seeking a God-
called individual to serve in this com-
bination position. Seminary degree 
is preferred, previous experience re-
quired. Please send resumés to: 201 
Woodvale Rd., Prattville, AL 36067, 
ATTN: Personnel Committee.

Bivocational Worship Leader: 
Center Grove Baptist Church is prayer-
fully seeking God’s man to lead our 
choir and congregation in blended 
worship services. Email resumés to: 
peejinx@bellsouth.net, or mail to: Wor-
ship Search Team, 4607 Co. Rd. 1545, 
Cullman, AL 35058.

Student Pastor: First Baptist 

Church of the Islands in Savannah, 
Ga., is seeking a full-time student 
pastor to lead their student ministry 
(grades 6–12) in a growing and thriving 
church setting. The ideal candidate has 
a sense of God’s specific call to reach 
and minister to middle and high school 
students. Strong personal skills in relat-
ing to students and families will be ex-
pected along with a desire to invest life 
and time in the lives of students. Ability 
to oversee a variety of facets of student 
ministry is a must. This position will 
oversee approximately 60–80 students 
with potential for incredible growth. 
Please send resumés with cover let-
ter and references to: searchteam@ 
fbcislands.com, or to: Search Team, 
FBC Islands, 6613 Johnny Mercer 
Boulevard, Savannah, GA 31410.

YOUTH MINISTER: Searching for 
bivocational/part-time youth minis-
ter. (Two a.m. services, attendance 
300, www.unionhillbaptist.org) Send 
resumés to: Search Committee at 
bbarnett@otelco.net, or 2919 Hwy 39, 
Oneonta, AL 35121.

TWO POSITIONS NEEDED: East 
Side Baptist Church in Cullman, Ala., 
is seeking a part-time music director. 
A pianist is also needed. Please re-
spond by March 22. eastsidebaptist@ 
bellsouth.net or 256-734-6144.

other POSITIONS
PART-TIME SECRETARY: Oak Bow-
ery Baptist Church in Ohatchee, Ala., 
is searching for a part-time secretary 
(M–F; 8 a.m.–noon). Applicants must 
be an active member of a Southern 
Baptist church. If interested, email 
oakbowerybaptist@att.net to request 
an application.

independent sales associate 
contractor: The 170-year-old 
Alabama Baptist is an award-winning 
statewide weekly newspaper with 
more than 200,000 readers. Baptists 

comprise the largest Christian denomi-
nation in Alabama with membership of 
more than a million. The Alabama Bap-
tist is seeking contract sales people 
with the ability to develop advertising 
partnerships with businesses and or-
ganizations interested in reaching the 
key demographics of our readers and 
growing their business. As an indepen-
dent sales associate contractor, you 
would work from your home office with 
no territory restrictions. The Alabama 
Baptist, Inc. provides a unique work-
ing environment. We are partners with 
the churches of the Alabama Baptist 
State Convention working together 
for the advancement of the Kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Each employee is expected to man-
age his/her personal and professional 
life in accordance with this relation-
ship and consistent with the tradi-
tions of The Alabama Baptist. Send 
resumés and inquiries to: bgilmore@ 
thealabamabaptist.org.

business
FOR SALE NEW & USED STAIR-
LIFTS: Lift chairs, power wheelchairs, 
car lifts, scooters and walk-in tubs. We 
service Alabama. 1-800-682-0658.

Christian Values Business Op-
portunity: Christian Values Green 
Technology Company seeks mature 
business professionals for high-in-
come opportunity. Home-based office. 
Hands-on support and apprenticeship-
style training. For complete informa-
tion, call Paul at 888-710-6994. 

MOVING? LOCAL, STATEWIDE OR 
LONG DISTANCE: Coleman Ameri-
can/Allied Van Lines. Special rate and 
programs for Alabama Baptist minis-
ters, staff and church members. Call 
Gary Washington at 205-540-7470.

CHURCH SIGNS: Reliable Signs of-
fers design, fabrication, installation and 
service. All types of signs from elec-

tronic messaging signs to traditional. 
Statewide installation or will ship any-
where. Christian-owned. Many church 
references. www.reliablesigns.com 
800-729-6844, 205-664-0955.

church CONSTRUCTION
CHURCH BUILDING PROJECTS: Let 
Webb Builders help your church ex-
pand its facilities. Large or small proj-
ects. Your plans or use our custom-de-
sign building services. State licensed 
with 25+ years experience. Call Webb 
Builders Inc., 334-285-9302. Millbrook, 
Ala. Numerous church references 
available.

TRAVEL/VACATION
Christian Tours: Enjoy traveling 
to exciting places having wonderful 
times with good Christian people: Chi-
cago, Amish Country, Pigeon Forge, 
etc. Call 334-388-2778, Betty’s Ala-
bama Florida Tours. 

Affordable Beachside Vaca-
tion Condos: Gulf Shores and Or-
ange Beach, Ala. Rent direct, Chris-
tian family owners. Lowest prices on 
the beach. Call 251-550-9421, 205-
556-0368, 205-752-1231 or www. 
gulfshorescondos.com.

GULF SHORES: 1/2/3 BR luxury 
beachfront condos and 4 BR beach 
resort house. Owner direct saves you 
$$$. Call Chris at 1-800-713-6435, or 
cashley945@earthlink.net.

Panama City Beachfront Vaca-
tion: To enjoy the charm of a small, 
peaceful beachside family getaway 
just steps from the sand — surf over to 
http://www.stingraycondos.com, 850-
234-2060. Non-smoking, no pets.

LOG CABIN: Lake Guntersville area, 
beautiful view and fully furnished. Dis-
counts to ministers. Log on to www.
paradisevista.net to see pictures. Call 
for reservations at 205-540-3600.

Want to 
know God?

By Pastor Randy Breedlove
First Baptist Church, Opp

Power, money, sex and 
status are important in 

our world. Just talk with 
anyone in your sphere of 
influence and these topics 
will surface in some way 
quickly. For example, your 
best friend at work is talk-
ing about his new promotion 
and the added salary that ac-
companies it. That’s power, 
money and status.  

Men would be lying if 
they didn’t admit the regu-
lar temptations that confront 
them through the Internet, 
work, social circles and 
more. Every one of us faces 
the temptation to be pleased 
by the things of this world. 
Where can we truly find hap-
piness? Is happiness found in 
our job, our bank account or 
sexuality? God made us. He 
made us with an emptiness 
that must be filled. This void 
or desire is rightly filled by 
God’s peace and joy. We can 
try and fill it with a variety 
of worldly pleasures, but the 
happiness is short-lived. The 
richest man to ever live, Sol-
omon, tried everything and 
after enjoying every worldly 
pleasure, here’s what he said: 
“I said in my heart, Come 
now I will test you with 
pleasure; enjoy yourself. But 
behold, this also was vanity” 
(Eccles. 2:1). Here’s what 
Solomon found after enjoy-
ing every pleasure — it was 
empty.  

Maybe you feel empty. 
Your life lacks something. 
Paul said this to a group of 
men wanting more out of 
life: “God, who made the 
world and everything in it, 
since He is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands … 
He gives to all life, breath, 
and all things … so that they 
should seek the Lord, in the 
hope that they might grope 
for Him and find Him” (Acts 
17:24–25, 27a). God made 
everything and He gives true 
meaning to life to those who 
seek Him. Seeking pleasure 
in life is a good thing. We 
just need to seek after the 
One who gives us the great-
est pleasure — the Lord Je-
sus. There’s joy and pleasure 
in truly knowing God and 
He gives life to sinners like 
us who will seek after Him. 
King David said it this way: 
“In Your presence there is 
fullness of joy; at Your right 
hand are pleasures forever” 
(Ps. 16:11). God wants you 
to know Him. Seek Him 
and you’ll find Him. As Paul 
says, “He is not far from each 
one of us” (Acts 17:27).

University 
of Mobile

4Civil War Journalism Topic 
at Upcoming Hinson Lecture 
Series at University of Mo-
bile: The University of Mobile’s 
(UMobile) Hinson Lecture Series 
will examine Civil War journal-
ism with author Ford Risley.

Risley, a professor at Penn State 
University, will discuss “Blue and 
Gray in Black and White” on 
April 11 at 7 p.m. at Moorer Au-
ditorium on UMobile’s campus. 

According to Lonnie Burnett, 
professor of history at UMobile 
and director of the Billy G. Hin-
son Lecture Series, Risley will 
examine the press in the Ameri-
can Civil War.

Risley received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Florida and is 
the author of many scholarly ar-
ticles and three books.

His most recent work, “Civil 
War Journalism,” has been de-
scribed as “an extraordinarily 
well-written and insightful exam-
ination of the role of the North-
ern and Southern press during the 

nation’s most wrenching time of 
conflict.”

Prior to his tenure at Penn 
State, he worked as a reporter for 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
and was a freelance writer for The 
Dallas Morning News, New York 
Times and several other publica-
tions.

For more information about the 
Hinson Lecture, contact Burnett 
at 251-442-2319 or lburnett@
umobile.edu.

Judson 
college

4Judson 
Biographer 
Returns to 
Judson Col-
lege: Former 
S o u t h e r n 
Baptist mis-
sionary and 
A l a b a m a 
W o m a n ’ s 
Mis s iona ry 
Union Presi-
dent Rosa-
lie Hall Hunt, of Guntersville, 

spoke at Judson College chapel 
March 5, telling about her re-
cent trip to Myanmar (Burma) 
retracing the steps of Adoniram 
and Ann Judson. 2013 is the 
200th anniversary year of the 
couple leaving America and be-
ginning their missionary work. 

Hunt published “Bless God and 
Take Courage — The Judson His-
tory and Legacy” in 2005, which 
chronicles the lives of the Jud-
sons. Judson College, founded in 

1838, is named for Ann Judson. 
4Two From Marion Acad-

emy Commit to Judson College: 
Two Marion Academy seniors 
have signed athletic contracts 
for Judson College volleyball — 
Madison Murphy, daughter of Mi-
chael and Janella Murphy, of Mar-
ion; and Margaret Ashley Lee, 
daughter of Shane and Deborah 
Lee, of Marion. Murphy plans to 
study pre-dentistry and Lee plans 
to major in social work. 

hunt
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By Jimmy Dixon
Please PAY ATTENTION. FHA 

is about to pull the fixed rate 
standard reverse mortgage off 
the shelf. This is the reverse 
mortgage that currently 
gives more money to the 
homeowner. 

If you need this prod-
uct then you have about 
a month to get things 
lined up so I can get your 
FHA case number prior 
to April 1. If you don’t 
have your case number 
before then and if we 
cannot close your loan before 
July 1, then we will have missed 
the deadline.

In order to get an FHA case 
number, I need a completed ap-
plication and you will need to 
have a certificate from a HUD ap-
proved reverse mortgage coun-
selor. These two things take time, 
so if you wait until the last week 
or two of March to contact me, 
you may have missed the boat.

This is no scare tactic. If you 

would like to see the letter we 
received from FHA, I’ll be glad 
to send you a copy, or you can 
find it by contacting HUD or FHA 
directly.

This product will be 
replaced by the fixed 
rate saver. On a median 
priced home, this prod-
uct will approximately 
pay $10,000–20,000 
less. The variable rate 
standard will still be 
around, but it currently 
pays out less because 
it has an origination fee 

and does not have any lender 
credits.   

Remember, like The Alabama 
Baptist, Jimmy covers our great 
state helping seniors improve 
the quality of their lives. He is 
Bible study director and an ac-
tive deacon at Valley Creek Bap-
tist Church, Hueytown. For a free 
brochure, quote or DVD, 
call him direct at 205-
567-4800 or email jdix-
on@mcgowinking.com. NMLS 

#207518

— Paid Advertising —

Jimmy Dixon

Reverse Mortgage News

You Can Beat FHA’s Deadline

(continued from page 1)
Working in conjunction with the SBOM, 

these church planters focus primarily 
on establishing congregations in under-
reached African-American, Hispanic and 
Asian communities, though church plants 
around the state include outreach to Arab, 
Creek Indian and Messianic Jewish com-
munities as well. 

Rick Barnhart, who recently took over 
as director of the office of church planting 
and associational missions for SBOM, said 
Alabama efforts to establish ethnic church 
plants are concentrated on training leaders 
for these churches.

“We are getting these (church plant-
ers) equipped with core values and basic 
administrative skills so they can develop a 
strategy for how to reach their community 
for Christ,” he said.

Before coming to the SBOM in August 
2012, Barnhart served in associational 
missions for Baldwin Baptist Association. 
It was there, he said, that he began to real-
ize the need for ethnic congregations in 
the state as well as for additional resources 
to establish such ministries. In Mobile, 
for example, the International Ministry 
Center, a ministry of Baldwin Association, 
serves as a centralized location that can 
both minister to the many international 
seamen who enter the Port of Mobile and 

provide resources to ethnic churches in the 
area, which include Cambodian, Laotian, 
Vietnamese and Korean congregations.

Barnhart said it is essential to have in-
dividuals who speak the language to help 
families in these 
ethnic communities. 
He noted growth in 
ethnic congregations 
in Alabama’s largest 
cities, as well as the 
growth of Hispanic 
ministries around the 
state.

“It’s phenomenal 
the kinds of things 
we’re seeing hap-
pen,” Barnhart said.

Because of the 
nature of ACP statis-
tics, it’s impossible 
to know the diversity 
of individuals within 
the SBC — only the 
diversity of SBC 
congregations, said 
Richie Stanley, the director of the Center 
for Missional Research at NAMB. 

“We are only able to categorize con-
gregations by ethnicities — not members 
— because the ACP only asks the pre-
dominant ethnicity of congregations, not 

individuals,” Stanley said. 
However, Ed Stetzer, president of Life-

Way Research, believes not much has 
changed in terms of diversity in the lo-
cal church. In a blog post in June 2012, 

Stetzer noted that the 
new gains in ethnic 
congregations in the 
SBC are “coming 
from churches which 
are of one race.” He 
added that Southern 
Baptists “must con-
tinue to work toward 
reaching all members 
of our local com-
munities for Christ, 
not just the ones who 
look like us.”

Some Alabama 
Baptist churches 
are doing just that. 
Cross Roads Baptist 
Church, Wellington, 
in Calhoun Baptist 
Association is an ex-

ample of a church where the mission goes 
beyond race and ethnicity, said Pastor Jake 
Brown.

Brown said the church began four 
years ago as a church plant supported 
by Calhoun Baptists and the SBOM. To-

day the church averages 50 people each 
Sunday, and though the membership is 
predominantly white, the church has many 
African-American members and some 
Hispanic members, too.

“Cross Roads has never said we want to 
focus on this community or that commu-
nity,” Brown said. “Our mission is to reach 
Wellington for Jesus.”

Sharing with all people
Cross Roads deacon Tony Haver, who 

has been at the church since its beginning, 
said that as members of different ethnic 
backgrounds began to come to the church, 
he and others realized that the vision state-
ment of the church, “to reach the com-
munity … with the message of the hope of 
Christ,” was being accomplished. 

“Our vision statement doesn’t say the af-
fluent or the white. It says the community 
and we do our best to do that,” Haver said.

Ken Weathersby, NAMB’s presidential 
ambassador for ethnic church relations, 
said he is grateful to God for the growing 
diversity in the SBC.

“[These numbers are] saying that the 
Southern Baptist Convention is no longer 
monolithic. The Southern Baptist Con-
vention is very diversified. It is open to 
all peoples — regardless of ethnicity and 
race.”

“[These numbers are] 

saying that the Southern 

Baptist Convention is no 

longer monolithic. The 

Southern Baptist Conven-

tion is very diversified.”

Ken Weathersby
North American Mission Board

Southern Baptists ‘must continue to work toward reaching all members of our local communities’

Going beyond
race & ethnicity
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To the best of our knowledge, 
all of the ads in The Alabama Baptist 

represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. However, one should 

always exercise normal business 
caution in responding to ads.

you can imagine,” said NAMB 
church planter Scott Venable. “It 
has drug dealers and business-
people. When we prayerwalked 
as we were looking for a place 
to start the church and we got to 
Wicker Park, we just knew it was 
it.” 

Wicker Park is both a large 
park off of Chicago’s North Da-
men Avenue and one of the most 
famous neighborhoods in the 
Windy City. Called by Forbes the 
fourth-coolest neighborhood in 
the United States, it’s the kind of 
place where million-dollar homes 
are just a few blocks down from 
government housing. 

It’s also a place that needs 
churches. Chicagoland — the 10 
Illinois counties that surround the 
city — has one Southern Baptist 
church for every 31,791 people. 

L
ook around 
Chicago’s 
Wicker Park 
and you’ll 
find just 
about every 
kind of per-
son you can 

imagine. You may meet 44-year-
old Maurice Burr, the one-time 
high school football star who 
spends his days in a wheelchair 
because of gang violence. 

You may meet Charlie the 
drifter, the homeless man who 
wanders through the neighbor-

hood warning people of govern-
ment conspiracies. You could run 
into the young, highly educated, 
well-dressed couple who come to 
the park to walk their dog and let 
their young son play. There’s also 
the senior citizen couple that sit 
at the park to get some fresh air 
before heading back to the nearby 
assisted living center.

And thanks to the generosity 
of Southern Baptists, there’s a 
North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) church planter there, 
too.  

“It’s the most eclectic place 

Evangelicals make up just 10 
percent of the population. The 
Wicker Park neighborhood itself 
had just four small evangelical 

churches for about 23,000 people before 
Venable’s arrival.

And it was just the right place for him. 
The inner city had long been within his 
sights. He remembers serving in the Dal-
las inner city as a young person and feel-
ing a kinship to the culture, music and 
speed of urban life.

With a vision for starting a church that 
would change its city, Venable and his 
then fiancé, Ashley, began praying about 
where God might want to use them be-
fore they even married. 

God’s calling
When the couple visited Chicago 

around Easter 2009 — and Wicker Park 
specifically — God spoke clearly to both 
of them. Before the two said “I do” that 
May, they decided Chicago would be 
their new home. 

After arriving in Chicago, the Venables 
went first to a local school in the Wicker 
Park area and offered to serve. The offer 
first took the principal by surprise. She 

Newlywed couple moves to Chicago’s Wicker Park to plant church, invest   in community

outreach
community
Engaging

NAMB photo

North American 
Mission Board 
Week of Prayer 
missionary 
Scott Venable 
and his wife, 
Ashley, made 
the decision to 
plant a church 
in Chicago while 
still engaged. 
They moved to 
the area to plant 
Mosaic Chicago 
shortly after their 
honeymoon.

“We want to help pour into 
the life of these kids.”

Scott Venable, North American Mission Board

 in
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was accustomed to having church plants 
want to use their facility to host church 
services — not offer free help.

“We’re a new church here and really 
small,” Venable told the principal. “We 
want to help this school become what 
you want it to be. We want to invest in 
the community. I like your vision. I like 
your dream. We want to help pour into 
the life of these kids.”

Community involvement
The flabbergasted principal took him up 

on the offer. Every day in the beginning, 
Venable showed up at the school to help 
— everything from tutoring to coaching 
sports to providing playground patrol. 

Through its engagement with the 
school, Venable started a “Kidz Club” 
and “Friday Night Live” for children 
and youth on Friday evenings. Instead of 
roaming the streets, teens come for free 
food, basketball and a short Bible story. 
On average 50 youth and 20 elementary 
students attend.   

And the community has taken notice. 
A local reporter discovered the young 
church plant was cleaning the toilets 
of businesses near Wicker Park. Soon 
Mosaic Chicago became known as “the 
toilet-cleaning church” — a nickname 
welcomed by Venable because it demon-
strates the community involvement and 
ministry he desires.

“Our measurement — instead of ask-
ing how is our church doing — is how is 
our city doing?” Venable said.

Yet most important, Venable wants to 
see people come to faith in Christ. He 
points to one particular local grandma as 
an example. Venable first met her grand-
son — one of the most troublesome kids 
in school — in the principal’s office. The 
boy started coming to Mosaic Chicago’s 
Friday evening Kidz Club after seeing 
Venable carrying a stack of pizzas out of 
a carryout restaurant the day of the event. 
Through her grandson’s involvement, the 
grandmother began attending regularly 
and has even gotten involved in a small 
group and missions projects through the 
church.

“That’s what we want to see in all 

these people’s lives — to go from 
not knowing Jesus to fully fol-
lowing Jesus and carrying out the 
kingdom-disciple-society DNA in 
their lives,” Venable said. 

Venable realizes that kind 
of ministry has only happened 
because of Southern Baptists’ 
faithful giving through the An-
nie Armstrong Easter Offering 
(AAEO) for North American 
Missions. 

“During these first three years 
of our church plant, Annie has 
been the biggest part of our sup-
port,” Venable said. “It’s allowed 
me to live here and support my 
family. Without NAMB and An-
nie, we wouldn’t be here.”

The Week of Prayer for 
North American Missions and 
the AAEO provide support for 
Venable and other missionaries 

like him who serve on behalf 
of Southern Baptists in North 
America. With a goal of $70 mil-
lion, this year’s offering theme is 
“Whatever It Takes — Reaching 
the One.”

For more information about 
Scott Venable and Mosaic Chi-
cago, visit anniearmstrong.com/
scottvenable or mosaicchicago.
org. For more information about 
how you can get involved in 
reaching Chicago with the gospel, 
visit namb.net/Chicago. (NAMB)

Newlywed couple moves to Chicago’s Wicker Park to plant church, invest   in community

NAMB photo

Community outreach is a cornerstone for Mosaic Chicago. Church planter Scott 
Venable (right) connected with a Wicker Park school, leading the church to start Kidz 

Club and Friday Night Live as alternative activities for children and students in the area. 

NAMB photo

Ashley Venable leads story time at Kidz Club, a community 
outreach of Mosaic Chicago, the church where her husband, Scott, 

serves as pastor in the Chicago neighborhood of Wicker Park. 

“Our measurement — instead of asking how is 
our church doing — is how is our city doing?”

Scott Venable, North American Mission Board
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Sunday School Lessons For March 17

Honor God in Your Service
1 Timothy 3:8–13; 4:6–16

Jesus calls His people to serve. Christians 
serve more effectively when they under-
stand that faithful Christian service pleases 
God. This week’s lesson calls our attention 
to those aspects of serving others that make 
us better servants.

Behaving Blamelessly (3:8–13)
Deacons are those who serve in the 

church. The word “deacon” is generally un-
derstood to refer to one who manages the 
temporal affairs of the local church. Deacon 
service arises out of Christian character; 
they are to be men of dignity and respect. A 
deacon must be honest and consistent, not 
twisting the truth. He must not have a repu-
tation as a drinker; his judgment must never 
be clouded with alcohol. Also he can be 
trusted with money. He must hold the doc-
trines of the faith. Not only must he know 
the truth, he must live it. Before serving as 
a deacon, a man must be evaluated, given 
some minor task and observed so as to see 
how he conducts himself.

The deacon’s wife must be a believer and 
not a gossiper or talebearer, passing on false 
and malicious stories. Wives of deacons 
must be absolutely trustworthy in all aspects 
of their lives.

One additional qualification for a dea-
con is that he must be “the husband of one 
wife.” This stipulation has given rise to a 
number of various interpretations. Literally 
in the Greek language the phrase reads “a 
one-woman man.” At the very minimum this 
phrase refers to a man who is totally devoted 
to the woman to whom he is married, sus-
taining a unique commitment of devotion, 
affection and sexual purity to her.

Training for Service (4:6–10)
Those who serve in the church must con-

tinually feed on the Scriptures. It is the ba-
sic necessity for spiritual health. Rejecting 
silly myths and fables, the Christian worker 
must exercise himself in godliness. Just 
as an athlete engages in a rigorous, self-
sacrificing training routine, so the Chris-

tian must exercise spiritual self-discipline. 
Physical exercise is important but spiritual 
exercise is even more essential. Both dis-
cipline and devotion are needed to make a 
winning athlete and an effective Christian. 
The believer sets his hope on the Living 
God who has adequate provision for all 
men to be saved. He is the potential Savior 
of all men and the actual Savior of all those 
who trust Jesus.
Continuing Spiritual Growth (4:11–16)

Paul gives pointed advice concerning 
Timothy’s personal ministry. Timothy is to 
teach what Paul has written in verses 6–10. 
He is not to allow anyone to devalue his 
service because of his relative youth. By 
being an example, he will avoid the possi-
bility of unjustified criticism. Paul lists five 
ways Timothy can be a role model. (1) “In 
word” refers to his speech, reflecting he is 
a child of God and edifying his hearers. (2) 
“In conduct” refers to his entire behavior: 
nothing should disgrace the name of Christ. 
(3) “In love” is the motive for all his actions 
and his attitude. (4) “In faith” means faith-
fulness and dependability. (5) “In purity” 
refers to his moral cleanness in thought and 
deed.

Timothy is to make it a constant practice 
to read the Scriptures publically in church 
so all could hear God’s Word. Exhortation 
encourages the hearer to apply the Scripture 
to their lives. Doctrine refers to the sys-
tematic teaching of God’s Word. Timothy 
is to use his spiritual gift in leadership by 
preaching and teaching. By giving himself 
to these instructions, Timothy’s spiritual life 
and ministry will benefit all.

Furthermore, by continuing in these 
things, Timothy would save himself and 
those who heard him. The word “save” here 
has nothing to do with salvation of the soul. 
The fourth chapter of this letter opened with 
a description of false teachers who were 
disturbing God’s people. Timothy, by faith-
ful adherence to a godly life and to God’s 
Word, will save himself from these false 
teachers and he would rescue his hearers as 
well.

Indifference or Compassionate 
Action?

Luke 10:25–37
In this text Jesus continues His journey 

toward Jerusalem. Last week’s lesson em-
phasized the high cost of discipleship, and 
this week’s familiar story is best understood 
in the light of this call to total commitment 
on the part of Jesus’ followers.

Ask the Right Questions (25–29)
Luke’s account differs from those of Mat-

thew and Mark. In those Gospels the ques-
tion put to Jesus concerns which command-
ment is most important (Matt. 22:36; Mark 
12:28). In Luke the stakes of the lawyer’s 
question are more personal: “What must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” Experts in reli-
gious law frequently debated which com-
mandments took precedence over others, 
and it was common practice to answer a 
question with a question, as Jesus does here.

Luke tells us the lawyer was “testing” 
(alternately, “tempting”) Jesus, which could 
imply a wish to undermine Jesus’ authority 
or possibly an earnest search to see if Jesus’ 
claims were genuine. In either case Jesus af-
firms the lawyer’s response, a combination 
of two passages from the Torah (Deut. 6:5 
and Lev. 19:18), slightly expanded to in-
clude loving God with the mind as well as 
the heart, soul and might. 

This small addition speaks volumes about 
the need to bring the whole of ourselves, 
including our intellect, into the service of 
God. Simply knowing God’s law is not 
enough. It is one thing to affirm loving one’s 
neighbor in the abstract, but quite another 
when faced with real people in need. 

Don’t Make Excuses (30–32)
The treacherous trip from Jerusalem 

to Jericho meant descending in elevation 
about 3,200 feet over 17 miles. Though 
such a harsh journey seems foreign to mod-
ern readers, Jesus’ hearers would have rec-
ognized the trip and the circumstances as 
common. 

Jesus offers no reason why both the priest 
and the Levite failed to render aid, though 

they may have worried about becoming 
ritually unclean if the wounded man turned 
out to be dead (Num. 19:11). If we look for 
ways to limit the reach of our charity, we 
usually find them. Opportunities to help the 
hurting rarely arise according to our sched-
ule, or in the manner we desire.

Respond in the Right Way (33–37)
Although they begin with everyday set-

tings, Jesus’ parables inject the remark-
able into the commonplace. Here what is 
unusual is the nationality of the compas-
sionate man. The parable would have been 
challenging enough had the hero been sim-
ply a fellow Israelite who helped and thus 
showed up the religious leaders. Although 
descended from common ancestors, the 
Samaritans and Jews maintained a well-
rehearsed mutual enmity that reached back 
for centuries. Jesus Himself understood 
them to be “foreigners” (Luke 17:18), 
though in John’s Gospel He has a remark-
able theological exchange with a woman 
of Samaria concerning the worship of God 
(John 4:16–26).

By making a Samaritan the hero in His 
story, Jesus challenges His hearers to ex-
amine the limits of their own charity. The 
chapter of Leviticus that commands love 
for neighbors includes a revealing parallel 
passage: “When an alien resides with you 
in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. 
The alien who resides with you shall be to 
you as the citizen among you; you shall love 
the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in 
the land of Egypt” (Lev. 19:33–34a). The 
love of the alien was to be rooted in Israel’s 
own experience of slavery and oppression. 
By extension, our love of neighbor should 
stem from the recognition of our common 
impoverishment and need for divine grace.

Laws often provide a basis for limiting 
charity; we take solace in doing what we 
must, not what we should. Instead of rules 
which give us a way out, we need compas-
sion that surpasses the mere demands of the 
law, or even subverts it where necessary, in 
the interest of answering the call of the di-
vine love.

Christian Crossword
By Teresa Zeek         Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
  1. Balaam’s father. (Num. 22:5)
  5. �God the Father and in the ___ 

Jesus Christ. (1 Thess. 1:1)
  9. �_____ Lord bless thee. 
      (Num. 6:24)
12. �Mine _____ is kindled against 

them. (Hos. 8:5)
14. �One of Caleb’s sons.  

(1 Chron. 4:15)
16. �A suffix used to form certain  

plurals.
17. �I fell _____ his feet as dead. 

(Rev. 1:17)
18. �Joshua sent men from Jericho 

to _____. (Josh. 7:2)
19. �They removed from Jotbathah 

and encamped at ______. 
	    (Num. 33:34)
21. �And ______ us not into 

temptation. (Matt. 6:13)
24. Hadad’s father. (Gen. 36:35)
25. Nickname for Raymond.
26. King. (French)
28. �Wise men come from the 

_____. (Matt. 2:1)
31. �The Lord is ____ indeed.  

(Luke 24:34)
33. A suffix meaning “devotion to.”
34. �Joab saw that the _____ of 

the battle was against him.  
(2 Sam. 10:9)

36. �____ therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth. 
(Eph. 6:14)

  4. Preparing.
  6. �Bear ye _______ another’s  

burdens. (Gal. 6:12)
  7. �Title interpreted as Master.  

(John 1:38)
  8. �For a good man some would 

even _______ to die. (Rom. 5:7)
10. �The seven _____ are seven 

mountains. (Rev. 17:9)
11. �One of Saul’s sons, ____ 

-baal. (1 Chron. 8:33)
13. Rhode Island. (abbr.)
15. �That women adorn 

themselves in _______ 
apparel. (1 Tim. 2:9)

20. �Captain of the host of the King 
of Syria; leper. (2 Kings 5:1)

22. Moses’ brother. (Ex. 4:14)
23. �Blessed ____ the meek.  

(Matt. 5:5)
27. �That no _______ of you be 

puffed up. (1 Cor. 4:6)
29. A little child. (esp. a boy)
30. The ____ of a midwife. 
	    (Ex. 1:16)
32. �As good _______ of the manifold 

grace of God. (1 Pet. 4:10)
33. Hammoleketh’s son. 
      (1 Chron. 7:18)
35. �I will break in pieces the 

chariot and his ________.  
(Jer. 51:21)

37. �Cain dwelt in the land of 
_____. (Gen. 4:16)

39. ____ ye thither unto us. 

38. �Jesus wrote on the ground 
with His _____. (John 8:6)

40. �_____ let the wickedness of 
the wicked come to an end.  
(Ps. 7:9)

41. �_____ man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. (John 14:6)

42. Identification. (abbr.)
43. �Every man having his _____ in 

his hand. (2 Chron. 23:10)
45. �_______ good to them that 

hate you. (Matt. 5:44)
47. �Jesus’ name for Simon 

meaning “stone.” (John 1:42)
49. Nickname for Donald.
51. �If any of you do ____ from the 

truth. (James 5:19)
52. �And they put on him a purple 

_______. (John 19:2)
55. The unit of electromotive force.
57. �Simon Peter’s brother.  

(Matt. 4:18)
58. �Aholibamah’s mother.  

(Gen. 36:14)
59. �The evening and the morning 

were the first ___. (Gen. 1:5)
60. �The herd ran down a ____ 

place. (Luke 8:33)
61. Editors. (abbr.)
Down
  1. A son of Joel. (1 Chron. 5:45)
  2. �_______ into His gates with 

thanksgiving. (Ps. 100:4)
  3. �The King of Bashan. 
	    (Num. 21:33)

	    (Neh. 4:20)
40. �A style of abstract painting  

creating optical illusions.
44. �A star that brightens intensely 

and then gradually dims.
46. �Perform unto the Lord thine 

_______. (Matt. 5:33)
48. �He departed into a mountain 

to _______. (Mark 6:46)
50. �For _______ of us liveth to  

himself. (Rom. 14:7)
53. �The Lord shall hiss … for the 

_______ that is in the land. 
	    (Isa. 7:18)
54. �The poor man had nothing 

save one little _______ lamb. 
	    (2 Sam. 12:3)
56. �There is a ____ here, which 

hath five barley loaves.  
(John 6:9)

Explore the Bible By Dale Younce
Professor of Christian Ministries, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life By Scott McGinnis
Associate Professor of Religion, Samford University
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T
exas pastor Mike Toby was dying of 
brain cancer but said he wouldn’t “bar-
gain with the Lord for an additional 15 
seconds.”

“I have fulfilled what God’s called me 
to do, and now this is my reward, my 

blessing,” Toby, 65, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Woodway, for 35 years, said before he died Dec. 29, 
according to his friend Terry Graham, associate pas-
tor and minister of education at the 
church near Waco.

What had begun with numbness in 
one of Toby’s hands in October de-
veloped into a diagnosis of incurable 
cancer. The news sent shockwaves 
through the church, but Toby asked 
his congregation not to pray for his 
health. Instead they were to pray that 
his death would be easy for him and 
his family. He was ready to see his 
Savior face to face.

“His tenure here was to teach 
us how to live according to God’s 
Word, and once he got that notice 
[of brain cancer], he taught us how 
to die according to God’s Word,” 
Graham said, “with very much hope, 
very much a sense of purpose and meaning and ful-
fillment.”

But that didn’t take away the pain for First, Wood-
way, members like Vicky Kendig, who called Toby a 
“wonderful person.”

“[Y]ou can’t go through something like that ... and 
then not mourn for him,” she said.

As the church, which is affiliated with the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, was still coming to 
grips with Toby’s death, a second tragedy struck. Jim 
Gray, the church’s minister of senior adults who sang 
at Toby’s funeral, was killed in a car wreck Jan. 30.

“[It] was like a kick in the gut,” said Graham, who 
described Gray as a man with a pastor’s heart who 

dearly loved the church’s senior adults.
Kendig found herself asking hard questions.
“[Y]ou say, ‘Why and how much?’” she said. 

“How much more can we take?”
Chris Sammons, associate pastor for young mar-

rieds and discipleship at First, Woodway, said that 
while the church is still grieving for Toby and Gray, 
it has responded to the time of loss by seeking God’s 
face.

“So we’ve gone through grief and 
we’ve continued to mourn, but even 
in the midst of our grieving and our 
mourning, God has proven Himself 
to be with us,” Sammons said. “And 
it’s hard to explain, but there’s not 
any question in our mind that we 
are not going through this by our-
selves.”

Graham said the congregation is 
pulling together and supporting one 
another, which has left an impres-
sion on prospective new members.

“There’s a lot of strength here, 
and there’s a lot of depth to who we 
are,” Graham said. “Because you 
would first think that something 
like this happening would destroy 

us and would send us into a tailspin of not knowing 
what to do or how to respond. But that has not been 
the case. In fact, it has been nothing but something 
to join us together, to bind our hearts together and 
to help us become stronger and more appreciative of 
one another.”

Through this time of loss and seeking God, Sam-
mons said he — and the congregation as well, he be-
lieves — gained the understanding that God’s arm is 
not shortened because of difficult circumstances, and 
that He is faithful in the midst of pain.

“It’s not that any of us would have chosen to write 
the story this way,” Sammons said. “But at the same 
time, we know that God writes the best stories.” (BP)

Texas church loses 2 pastors 1 month apart

BP photo

Mike Toby (right), pastor of FBC Woodway, Texas, died of brain cancer only a month before Jim 
Gray (left), minister of senior adults at the Waco-area church, was killed in a car wreck Jan. 30. 

“There’s not any 

question in our 

mind that we are 

not going through 

this by ourselves.”

Chris Sammons
FBC Woodway

‘God...
with us’

Quebecers no longer among least religious
TORONTO — A new poll suggests Quebecers are no longer 

among the least religious residents of Canada.
Quebecers are now slightly more likely to feel an “attachment 

to religion” than they have in previous years, while other Cana-
dians are less likely to feel attached to religion, according to the 
Leger Marketing poll for the Association for Canadian Studies.

While Quebecers have tended to be “more averse to organized 
religion,” the recent data suggest their “antipathy to religion may 
have bottomed,” the survey concluded.

The poll suggested that 36 percent of Canadians said they 
are “very” or “somewhat” attached to religion, down from 39 
percent two years ago. Religious attachment among Quebecers, 
meanwhile, rose from 26 percent to 34 percent over that time 
period. Older Canadians generally still feel attached to religion 
— 52 percent of those 65 and older said they were “very” or 
“somewhat” attached.

The online survey of 2,200 Canadians was conducted in No-
vember 2012, well before news that Cardinal Marc Ouellet, the 
former archbishop of Quebec, was among the front-runners to 
replace Pope Benedict XVI, who resigned Feb. 28.

Jack Jedwab, executive director of the Association for Canadi-
an Studies, speculated to Postmedia News that the October 2012 
elevation of 17th-century aboriginal woman Kateri Tekakwitha 
to sainthood may have given Catholicism a slight boost in Que-
bec, where she spent the last days of her life.

The survey has an error margin of plus or minus 2.9 percent-
age points. 

Christians urged to pray for unity after Chávez’s death
CARACAS, Venezuela — With the death of Hugo Chávez, 

Venezuelans face an uncertain future after his 14-year presi-
dency. The nation’s evangelical community is urging Christians 
around the world to be in prayer for their country. Chávez, 58, 
died March 5 after battling cancer.

“[March 6], scores of people came into the street to view his 
funeral procession and show their respect for the fallen leader,” 
a Christian worker in Venezuela said. The country has declared 
seven days of mourning for their president.

Consejo EvangÈlico de Venezuela (The Evangelical Council 
of Venezuela), a Venezuelan organization of evangelicals includ-
ing the National Baptist Convention of Venezuela, issued a state-
ment March 5 offering condolences to the president’s family and 
all Venezuelans, and calling for Christians to pray for peace and 
unity in their nation. 

The statement urged Venezuelans to “avoid hatred, damaging 
language and confrontational attitudes” during this time of na-
tional grief and to “look to God as our only giver of grace and 
truth.”

Alluding to political divisions and tensions that have plagued 
Venezuela during the Chávez administration, the statement en-
couraged Venezuelans to “live together in the midst of differ-
ences.”

The statement also challenged Venezuelans to be peacemakers 
— to “be a country that constructs peace and rejects confronta-
tion.” 

Year to Date through February 28, 2013
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N
ews reports of Van Cliburn’s 
Feb. 27 death in Fort Worth, 
Texas, extolled the interna-
tionally acclaimed pianist 
as one of history’s greatest 
classical musicians. Friends 
at Broadway Baptist Church, 
Fort Worth, however, remem-

ber him as a great Baptist whose 
Christian faith came before his 
career.

Cliburn shot to fame at age 
23 by winning the 1958 Interna-
tional Tchaikovsky Competition 
— and with it the hearts of Ni-
kita Khrushchev and the Russian 
people. It was said the accom-
plishment did more to ease Cold 
War tensions than any diplomacy 
could.

The man who was 78 when 
bone cancer claimed his life also 
is recalled as a great humanitar-
ian, philanthropist and friend. 
His generosity included a sizable donation to help 
Broadway Baptist purchase the Rildia Bee O’Bryan 
Cliburn Organ, with 191 ranks and 10,655 pipes — 
the largest organ in Texas — named after Cliburn’s 
mother and completed in 1996.

“We have lost a giant,” said longtime friend Tom 
Stoker, who was the minister of music at Cliburn’s 
home church in Fort Worth in the 1990s. “People 
of this generation do not understand that Van did as 
much as anybody to thaw the Cold War — and he 
did that carrying Christ in his heart.”

Tchaikovsky competition
Later generations may not know it, but Cliburn 

was an international sensation in his 20s. It was six 
months after the Soviet Union launched Sputnik 
that he arrived in Moscow for the first-ever Tchai-
kovsky competition. With much the same fanfare 
that comes today with “American Idol,” he captivat-

ed Russians and Americans alike as he won round 
after round.

He was met with a ticker tape parade in New 
York City upon his return and soon graced the cover 
of Time Magazine as “The Texan Who Conquered 
Russia.”

Cliburn worshipped at Broadway since 1986 after 
moving to Fort Worth from New York City. 

Stoker said Cliburn’s faith 
wasn’t the kind that came later 
in life, or even with his cancer 
diagnosis in August 2012. When 
studying at Julliard he played the 
organ at Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York — and even lived up-
stairs from the church in the hotel 
it owned.

“He prayed before every con-
cert, and there was never a meal in 
Van’s house that was not blessed,” 
Stoker said. “He lived his life 
out of his faith, and he lived life 
large.”

Cliburn learned his approach 
to faith growing up Baptist in Texas and Louisiana, 
said Al Travis, director of music ministries and or-
ganist at Broadway.

Cliburn’s father was the Sunday School superin-
tendent at First Baptist Church, Kilgore, Texas, and 
his mother the organist.

“He spoke of his gratitude for growing up the 
son of parents who loved each other and for being 
raised in the church,” Travis said. “He was grateful 
for the old hymns of the church.”

Cliburn’s love of music cannot be understood 
apart from his Baptist faith, because he saw his 
talent the same way he saw his money — as tempo-
rary gifts from God, Travis added.

In that way, Travis said, Cliburn’s music and 
performances were his way of doing evangelism. 
“He had a sense of responsibility of sharing that gift 
with the world and thought his gift would make the 
world a more humane place.”  (ABP)

Friends of Baptist musician Cliburn say his faith was forefront

Photo courtesy of the Van Cliburn Foundation

Van Cliburn (left) is awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by George W. Bush in 2003.

‘We have lost

giant’

Islamic extremists shoot, kill Christian in Somalia
KISMAYO, Somalia — Suspected Islamic extremists in So-

malia shot a Christian to death in February on the outskirts of the 
coastal city of Kismayo, sources said.   

Two masked men killed Ahmed Ali Jimale, a 42-year-old fa-
ther of four, Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. as he stood outside his house in 
Alanley village, near a police station, they said. The killers were 
suspected to be members of the Islamic extremist Al Shabaab, a 
rebel militia ousted from the area in November 2012 but still en-
gaging in hit-and-run tactics. A few of the four rival clans in Kis-
mayo, 328 miles southwest of Mogadishu, are said to be housing 
members of Al Shabaab.  

A businessman, teacher and medical consultant well-known 
in the area, Jimale ran a pharmacy in Kismayo. He would give 
private lessons on medicine and first aid, and as an underground 
Christian — as are all Christians in Somalia — he highlight-
ed the teaching with discussions comparing the Bible and the 
Quran, sources said.   

The students would share these lessons with other children, 
and this teaching, along with his close work with a non-govern-
mental organization that provides aid, appeared to have caught 
the attention of the Al Shabaab extremists, said a source who 
worked with Jimale but is no longer in the area. 

Egyptian court convicts boys of desecrating Quran
CAIRO, Egypt — A court in Egypt has quietly found two 

Coptic Christian boys guilty of “showing contempt for Islam” 
but only remanded them to the custody of their parents, an at-
torney for one of the children said.   

In a case of alleged blasphemy that inflamed passions in pro-
vincial Egypt, a judge in Beni Suef, 62 miles south of Cairo, 
ruled the two boys guilty of desecrating pages of the Quran in 
spite of conflicting statements by the accuser and doubts about 
the functionally illiterate boys’ capacity to identify Quranic 
verses, attorney Karam Ghoubrial said.   

The judge cited the boys’ age in the light sentence; they were 
9 and 10 at the time of the Sept. 30, 2012, incident. By issuing a 
guilty verdict in near secrecy Feb. 4 — the ruling came to light 
only the past week — and declining to hand down prison time 
or a fine, the judge seems to have averted foreign criticism while 
quelling the anger of Muslim villagers.   

The same day the ruling was issued, the boys’ lawyers ap-
pealed on grounds that the accuser’s testimony contradicted 
statements he made to law enforcement officers. On Feb. 24, the 
court declined to hear the appeal, stating that it was unnecessary, 
and allowed the guilty verdict to stand.

Vietnamese villagers beat families for new faith
DANANG, Vietnam — Newly converted Christians of the 

Sedang ethnic minority in Vietnam’s Central Highlands were 
terrorized mid-February — their homes and personal property 
badly damaged or destroyed in four consecutive night raids and 
some of the faithful seriously injured from beatings in broad day-
light, sources said. Since becoming Christians in the past year, 
five families in mountainous Kontum Province have reported 
constant harassment from villagers upset that they are no longer 
contributing to communal sacrifices and other practices because 
of their new faith. The attacks from Feb. 18 to Feb. 22 constituted 
a third wave of sustained violence since their conversion, leaving 
their property severely damaged and their lives threatened.    

Attacks on the new Christians — who belong to a Christian 
Mission Church congregation in Ngoc La village, Mang Ri 
Commune, Tumorong District in northwestern Kontum Prov-
ince — were primarily motivated by strong tensions within the 
ethnic group over the families leaving the “old ways.” Ideologi-
cally opposed to Christianity, local Communist officials freely 
permit and even encourage such conflicts, sources said. 
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“He lived his life out 

of his faith, and he 

lived life large.”

Tom Stoker
longtime friend




