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By Neisha Fuson
The Alabama Baptist 

W
hat started as a 
one-time fill-in 
sermon by Rick 
Davis turned in 
to a full-time 
pastorate, a new 

mission for a church that was dying 
and a passion for reaching the lost that 
spread throughout the congregation.

In January, Davis was serving as 
pastor of the rural Fleetwood Baptist 
Church, Peterson, where he’d been for 
18 years. But something in his heart 
was calling him to urban ministry, 
specifically multihousing communi-
ties in Tuscaloosa. He wanted to reach 
out to the 65 percent of the city’s most 
neglected population that live in apart-
ment complexes, trailer parks, condo 
communities and so on.

The North American Mission Board 
estimates that less than 5 percent of 
multihousing residents are connected 
to a church. In Alabama that equates 
to being 10 times less likely to be con-
nected to a church than for residents of 
a single family home.

Looking to God
“I didn’t know how that was going 

to play out or how God was going to 
(use me in multihousing ministry),” 
Davis said, but he resigned from his 
stable full-time position at Fleetwood 
Baptist and looked to God for direc-
tion. 

Davis and about a dozen Fleetwood 
members had the same heart for mul-
tihousing ministry and began meeting 
and praying together regularly. 

That’s Davis’ half of the story. The 
other half involves the former Grace-

way Baptist Church, located within 
one-eighth mile of approximately 
2,000 apartment units in Tuscaloosa.

Planted in 1992, Graceway Bap-
tist went through a few leadership 
changes and a change in neighbor-
hood demographics. But after its 
last pastor resigned in early 2014 the 
congregation declined to only 10–12 
members.  

Jimmy Osborn, a charter member 
of Graceway who served as a trustee, 
deacon and assistant treasurer, said 
the church didn’t know where to turn. 

Eric Boykin, missions strategist 
for Tuscaloosa Baptist Association, 
stepped in to preach for Graceway 
and discussed different options with 
the members as they looked to the 
future. At the same time, Davis had 
told Boykin he was interested in 
multihousing ministry and was 
looking for ways to get 
involved. 

One Sunday morning in 
March, Boykin felt so sick 
he couldn’t get out of bed 
and had to find someone to 
fill in for him, so he called 
Davis. 

Osborn said, “God moves 
in mysterious ways because 
Rick came that one Sunday 
and never left.” 

After Davis preached in 
March he shared his heart for 
multihousing ministry with the 
members and how he hoped to 
find a place that would become a 
“sending center” into multihousing 
communities of Tuscaloosa. 

By May, after several discussions,
(See ‘Tuscaloosa,’ page 20)

Newly formed Grace Connection ministers 
to Tuscaloosa’s multihousing communities

The former Graceway Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa, joined 
with a group of people with a heart for multihousing minis-

try to form Grace Connection Church and launched Oct. 12 
(featured in bottom two photos). Rick Davis is pastor.

‘Sending
center’

Main photo by Bethany Rogers

Smaller photos courtesy of Rick Davis



One church planter described the Boston 
area as post-Christian — a place where 
people think they have considered Je-

sus and rejected Him. The problem, the church 
planter said, is that most have never heard the 
gospel so they have never really considered 
Jesus at all. 

Another Boston church planter said there 
is far less animosity toward Christianity in 
Boston than most people think. The problem 
is that most people have never met a dedicated 
evangelical Christian — not one. 

Most of the church planters currently work-
ing in Boston agree that New Englanders are 
like M&M candy. They have a hard shell on 
the outside. But the shell is thin and once one 
gets through the shell, the people are friendly 
and accepting. 

The Greater Boston area (inside the I-495 
corridor) is home to about 4.9 million people. 
Evangelical Christians make up less than 3 
percent of that population, according to infor-
mation provided by the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) during a recent briefing 
for editors of state Baptist papers. 

Gallup called Boston one of the least Bible-
minded cities in the nation and Massachusetts 
one of the least religious states with only 27 
percent of residents considered very religious. 
Roman Catholics make up the largest religious 
group followed by atheists and agnostics, ac-
cording to various studies. 

A diverse city
Boston is a diverse area. According to the 

United States Census Bureau, the median 
household annual income is $66,658, which 
is far above the U.S. average of $51,849. Ala-
bama’s median household annual income is 
$42,738. 

Poverty is below the national average. Only 
11 percent of people in the area live below the 
national poverty level compared to the U.S. av-
erage of 15 percent. In Alabama the percentage 
living in poverty is 16.2 percent. 

It is estimated that more than 150 languages 
are spoken in the area. The Baptist Convention 
of New England (BCNE), which includes Bos-
ton, ministers in about 20 different languages 
through its churches. For example Southern 
Baptists have a church plant among the 10,000 
Nepalese who live in the area. Another church 
plant focuses on the large Russian-speaking 

population. Still another focuses on Koreans 
and other international college students study-
ing at some of the nation’s most prestigious 
universities. 

Nine percent of the population is Hispanic, 
8 percent is African-American and 7 percent is 
Asian. 

Since Harvard University’s founding in 1636 
Boston has been associated with higher educa-
tion. Today about a quarter of a million college 
students from around the world study in the 
Boston area. One church planter reported that 
within a three-mile radius of his church, 46 
percent of the 400,000 people who lived there 
hold graduate degrees. 

A church planting emphasis of BCNE to 
start 25 new churches each year has been 
augmented by Send North America: Boston, 
a NAMB program to reach underserved areas 
of the United States with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ through church planting. 

Using a relatively new strategy, many of the 
church plants are taking root. 

Curtis Cook, who until recently coordinated 
the Send North America: Boston effort, told 
state paper editors that Baptists did not have 
a good history of planting new churches in 
major cities. He cited many reasons — church 
planters not familiar with their new cultures, 
lack of a supporting community, loneliness, 
expense of church planting, lack of good 
coaching and poor strategies. 

Work in progress
Now church plants begin with the recogni-

tion that it may take five to seven years for 
a church plant to become self-sustaining. A 
church planter may take a year or more work-
ing with a local group of Christians to deter-
mine where a church plant is needed, what 
kind of church it should be, learning the local 
culture and language before actually planting a 
church.

“It only takes a few mistakes to blow up the 
whole thing,” Cook said. 

Another change is putting a team around a 
church planter rather than having individuals 
work alone. Three or four families ban togeth-

Comment
Baptist Missions in Greater Boston

er to plant a new church. Speakers explained 
that lay members of churches are increasingly 
deciding to be on mission for the Lord. One 
example shared was of a FedEx pilot who 
decided to relocate his family in order to help 
plant a church. 

New church plants in the Boston area sel-
dom start with a church service. No matter 
how much one may want to start with a pre-
sentation of the gospel, that direct approach 
does not get a hearing, speakers explained. In-
stead leaders emphasize the new churches are 
there to serve their communities. “It is better to 
do little acts of love that nudge people toward 
the Kingdom,” one church planter observed. 

Linking to partner churches from more es-
tablished areas of Baptist work is another part 
of the new strategy. These churches frequently 
provide financial support, speakers said. More 
importantly they provide manpower to do 
things the few gathered believers could never 
accomplish alone. Often these are community 
service projects. 

Importance of commitment
Partner churches must be committed for 

the length of the church planting cycle. That 
means multiple trips over multiple years so 
volunteers and the partnering church begin 
to know and understand the demands of the 
church planting experience. 

Church planters not only report to NAMB 
on a monthly basis, they meet with each other 
and with coaches and mentors who help them 
strategize and problem solve. New churches 
also are required to give to the Cooperative 
Program and be Southern Baptist churches. 

The results are impressive. A church plant-
ing culture seems to be emerging as one of the 
first things a new congregation does is help 
with another church plant. 

This was my third time to see Baptist mis-
sions work in the Boston area. Each experi-
ence has been impressive. One church, for 
example, has offered its building as home for 
other churches for years. Now six other Baptist 
groups, most of them ethnic congregations, 
meet there. The concentration on student work 
to reach collegians in Boston and the more 
than 1 million college students in New Eng-
land is astounding. 

And now to see the explosion in church 
plants is exciting. Currently there are 34 
church plants in the area, 20 of them started in 
the last four years, and more on the way. 

NAMB officials were honest enough to say 
that not every target city in the nation shows 
the positive results witnessed in Boston. Still 
thank God for what is happening there and 
may it happen in other major cities of New 
England and across the nation. 
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Thoughts
By Bob Terry
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“If ye continue in My word, then 
... ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” 

John 8:31–32
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By Jennifer Davis Rash
The Alabama Baptist

Y
es, 28 acres and 398,000 
square feet of building 
space gives Samford 
University officials plen-
ty of room to act on cam-
pus dreams. But what 
may have the entirety of 

the Samford family the most excited — at 
least initially — is the potential for 1,073 ad-
ditional parking spaces.

“The parking is huge for us,” said Betsy 
Holloway, Samford’s chief marketing officer. 
“We’ve experienced extensive growth ... on 
campus. The parking is really good news to a 
lot of folks who worry about our expansion ef-
forts with respect to parking.”

The potential new parking spaces, building 
space and acreage was announced Nov. 3 — 
and is so close Samford leaders can literally 
reach out and touch it because it sits adjacent 
to the Lakeshore Drive campus in Homewood.

And if the next few weeks fall in line like 
anticipated, then Samford will acquire the 
property now owned by Time, Inc. 

Samford originally owned the property, 
which was sold to Time, Inc., in 1987 to house 
Southern Progress Corporation. More than half 
of the 28 acres came to Samford in 1971 in an 
exchange of parcels of land with the city of 
Homewood so Homewood High School could 
be built at its present location on the south side 
of Lakeshore Drive. 

Samford also originally owned the land east 
of the Time, Inc., property closest to Highway 
31 where First Baptist Church, Birmingham, 

now sits. It was sold by Samford to First, Bir-
mingham, in 1984. 

Samford’s property on the south side of 
Lakeshore Drive, including more than what the 
high school now has, was deeded to Samford 
(then Howard College) in November 1940, ac-
cording to Samford officials. Since that time — 
and since Samford moved from its East Lake 
location to Homewood in 1957 — various 
aspects of the property have been leased, sold 
and developed. 

In 2006 the university re-purchased the tract 
where the Samford Track and Soccer Complex 
is now located. In February 2014 Samford pur-
chased the 600 University Park Drive property 
and office building. 

 As far as potential for the current 318-acre 
campus to expand north or west, Samford is 
under a moratorium with the City of Home-
wood for no expansion in those directions until 
after July 2018.

But even with potential for future expansion 
in other directions, Samford officials said those 
discussions are not taking place. The focus 
is on the Dec. 2 board of trustees meeting in 
which Samford trustees will vote on the con-
tract for the Time, Inc., property acquisition.

Ready to move
If all goes through as planned, then South-

ern Progress will move its operations into the 
easternmost building on the property. There 
are three buildings and the one building will be 
leased back to Time, Inc.

Evelyn Webster, executive vice president of 
Time, Inc., said in a Nov. 4 email to Southern 
Progress employees, “[W]e anticipate we will 

move into our new accommodation by the end 
of 2015. ... [W]e’ve been working diligently to 
find a way to both utilize our vacant space and 
to create state-of-the-art facilities. 

“[This] ... achieves both of these objectives 
and also allows us to partner with and support 
Samford University in their focus on delivering 
high quality education to its students.”

While the selling price has not been dis-
closed, the following statement was released 
by Time, Inc., on Nov. 4 during an earnings 
phone call with analysts: “We just signed a let-
ter of intent to sell our Birmingham ... campus, 
with net proceeds in excess of $50 million ... .”

Samford President Andrew Westmoreland 
said Samford’s intention is to use the property 
to relocate the four schools now making up the 
new College of Health Sciences — pharmacy, 
nursing, health professions and public health 
— under one roof. “We will develop vehicular 
and pedestrian access to connect the existing 
campus [to the new property],” he said in an 
email to Samford employees and students. 

It will be at least 2016 before classes will 
be operational in the new buildings. Decisions 
also will have to be made about the buildings 
that will be vacated.

“It is important to note that we must have 
a reasonable revenue plan associated with the 
many details of these changes, and we’ll resist 
the temptation to simply spread our existing 
operations over a larger footprint,” he said. 
“We are now afforded a rare opportunity to 
develop plans that will influence Samford in 
ways that stretch far beyond our lifetimes so 
extraordinary wisdom will be required to guide 
our steps.”

Photo courtesy of Time, Inc.

If all goes as planned in current negotiations, then Samford University’s new College of Health Sciences will eventually move to 
the property adjacent to campus now owned by Time, Inc., for it’s Southern Progress Corporation offices.

Samford ‘afforded rare opportunity to develop plans’ for campus expansion

‘Beyond
our lifetimes’
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ALABAMA-CRENSHAW
4Clay Crum is the new di-

rector of missions for Alabama-
Crenshaw Association. He 
previously served as pastor of 
Magnolia Church, Lapine. He 
also served at Spring Hill South 
Church, Luverne, and Bethel 
Church, Georgiana. He holds 
an associate of arts degree from 
Lurleen B. Wallace Community 
College in Andalusia. He and his 
wife, Kelley, have three children.

bibb
4 First Church, Woodstock, 

will host the Blackwood Brothers 
in concert Nov. 18, 7 p.m. A love 
offering will be collected. Larry 
Bonner is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM
4Ridgecrest Church, 

Trussville, will have a Christmas 
“Boutique” to benefit adoption 
Nov. 22, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. More 
than 30 vendors will be set up at 
the event. A door prize also will 
be available. Santa pictures will 
be taken 10 a.m.–2 p.m. For in-
formation call 205-661-3722. Ric 
Camp is pastor.4First Church, 
Pleasant Grove, will host Selah 
in concert Nov. 30, 6 p.m. For 
information call Brenda Odom at 
205-744-2806. Daven Watkins is 
pastor.

CLARKE
4Mount Gilead Church, 

Jackson, will have a singing 
Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. Mount Gilead 

Lebanon Church, Odenville. He 
holds a bachelor of arts degree 
from Auburn University and a 
master of divinity from New Or-
leans Seminary. He and his wife, 
Cynthia, have one child. Gary 
Cardwell is director of missions.

GENEVA
4New Hinson Church, Slo-

comb, will have a special service 
Nov. 23, 10 a.m. David Brad-
shaw will speak. Special music 
will be by One Voice. 

LIMESTONE
4Mays Memorial Church, 

Toney, will have “Christmas 
Treats & Eats” on Nov. 22, 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. There will be 
homemade décor, wreaths, gifts, 
door prizes, crafts, baked goods 
and more. For information call 
256-777-9157. Anthony Perry is 
pastor.

MORGAN
4Walnut Grove Church, 

Decatur, will hold revival servic-
es Nov. 21–23. Friday and Satur-
day services will be at 6 p.m. and 
the Sunday service will be at 11 
a.m. Phil Waldrep will speak. For 
information call 256-654-1160. 
John Bain is pastor. 

SAND MOUNTAIN
4New Home Church, Pis-

gah, will have a movie-viewing 
service Nov. 16, 6 p.m. The 
movie will be “Heaven” by the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation. For information call 256-
451-3992. David Smith is pastor.

ST. CLAIR
4Larry Bounds is the new 

worship pastor for North Valley 
Church, Odenville. He and his 
wife, Erin, have two children. 
Chris Crain is pastor.

also will hold revival services 
Nov. 16–20 at 6:30 nightly. Wil-
liam Allison is pastor. 

COLBERT-LAUDERDALE
4BJ Price is the new 

worship pastor for Highland 
Church, Florence. His first 
Sunday was Nov. 9 when the 
church voted to affirm the search 
committee’s recommendation. 
He previously served as associ-
ate minister of music for First 
Church, Trussville. He also led 
worship for the International 
Mission Board’s annual general 
meeting in 2008 and 2009. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in mu-
sic education from Jacksonville 
State University and is working 
on a master of divinity from New 
Orleans Seminary. He and his 
wife, Elaine, have three children. 
John Brock is pastor. 

ETOWAH
4Richard Bradfield is the 

new church and missions de-
velopment 
director for 
Etowah As-
sociation. 
He previ-
ously served 
as pastor 
of Stowers 
Hill Church, 
Attalla. He 
also served 
at Sulphur 
Springs 
Church, Trussville, and New 

Reflections

Someone You
Should Know

Dana Smith

By Leigh Pritchett, Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Ebenezer Baptist Church, Stanton
Chilton Baptist Association

Favorite Verse:  Matthew 6:34

Favorite Hymn:  “Because He 
Lives”

Hobbies:  Playing piano, doing 
secretarial work, watching college 
football

Family Status:  Husband of 15 
years, David Smith; twin children, Harrison and 
Haven

Dana Smith, 35, feels 
strongly about using 

God-given talents for minis-
try. As a result, she uses hers 
in numerous ways. She is a 
pianist for church services 
and the praise and worship 
band, assists with children’s 
productions and Vacation 
Bible School, sings in the 
choir and serves on the music 
committee. That is in addition 
to being the GROW outreach 
director. A teacher at Maples-
ville High School, Smith also 
does secretarial work for a 
small business in Stanton. She 
earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from the 
University of Montevallo. 

Q: What influences in 
your life pointed you to 
Christ at the beginning of 
your faith journey?

A: I have been in church all 
my life, with parents and Sun-
day School teachers as great 
examples.

Q: When and how were 
you led into this ministry 
work? 

A: I began taking piano les-
sons in elementary school. I 
never thought I would one day 
be the church pianist. I was 
greatly influenced by Janet 
Carter, our former pianist. She 
has always encouraged me, 
and I wanted to play as well 
as her.

Q: What does this ministry 
work demand?

A: We have a praise and 
worship band that I am a 
part of. We lead the worship 
service each week, as well as 
travel to different churches to 
lead their homecomings, fifth 
Sunday singings, etc. This re-
quires many hours of practice 
each week by myself, as well 
as with the band.

Q: What do you get from 
this ministry work?

A: I am able to worship 
through my playing. I also 
enjoy being with each person 
in the praise band. With the 
amount of hours we spend 
together, we share a lot of 
laughs.

Q: How do you see your-
self involved in this in the 
future?

A: God gave me the talent 
of playing the piano and I plan 
to use it to witness for Him as 
long as I am able.

Q: What difference will 
this ministry make for you in 
the future?

A: I do not know what to-
morrow holds but I know Who 
holds tomorrow. I feel good 
things will come.

Q: What difference has Je-
sus Christ made in your life?

A: Jesus Christ is my Savior 
and has made all the difference 
in the world to me. I know He 
walks with me daily.

If you know of a person who should be featured as “Someone You Should Know,” 
send his or her name, a contact number and the reason you think he or she  

should be featured to: Someone You Should Know, c/o The Alabama Baptist, 3310 
Independence Drive, Birmingham, AL 35209 or news@thealabamabaptist.org.

smith

In “Anderson celebrates 
20 years as pastor of Cle-
ments” in the Oct. 30 issue 
of The Alabama Baptist, it 
was stated that the Lime-
stone Baptist Association 
church gave Anderson 
and his wife a month-
long sabbatical for rest 
and renewal. “The Lime-
stone Baptist Association 
church” refers to Clements 
Baptist Church, as it is a 
member of Limestone As-
sociation. The Alabama 
Baptist often specifies a 
church’s association in this 
way, but understands how 
this can be misunderstood 
in a quick read. 

Clarification

Bradfield
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Salem-Troy Baptist Association celebrated its 175th an-
nual meeting Oct. 27 at St. John Baptist Church, Brun-
didge. Pictured here, Lonette Berg (left), executive director 
of the Alabama Baptist Historical Commission, presents 
Director of Missions Kenneth Baggett with a commemora-
tive plaque for the association’s years of ministry.

Salem-Troy Association marks 175 years

Photo by Joey Meredith

Lowe retires from Etowah after more than 30 years
After ministering with Etowah Baptist Association for more 

than 30 years, Dianne Lowe is retiring effective Dec. 31.
Lowe began her ministry with Etowah Association as a ministry 

assistant to then-director of missions George 
Y. Williams, moving into the role of church 
and community ministries director in 1986. 

Lowe also served as co-director in the cre-
ation of the Etowah Baptist Missions Center; 
chairman of Etowah County Disaster Relief 
Long Term Recovery Committee; former site 
coordinator for Christian Women’s Job Corps 
of Etowah County and Woman’s Mission-
ary Union director at White Springs Baptist 
Church, Rainbow City, among other positions.

Gary Cardwell, director of missions for 
Etowah Association, said, “Her passion for 

missions and how missions impacts lives right here in Etowah 
County, throughout North America and around the world has been 
at the forefront of her ministry.”

Lowe said, “It has been such a pleasure to serve the Lord in this 
capacity. ... I look forward to some travel and lots of volunteer 
work in continued service to my Lord.” (Maggie Walsh)

Sage Avenue, Mobile, becomes 3Circle’s 4th campus
Sage Avenue Baptist Church, Mobile, voted Sept. 8 to change 

it’s name but keep it’s purpose and merge with 3Circle Church, 
Fairhope. Currently in a transition period, Sage Avenue Baptist 
will hold its first service as 3Circle Midtown Church on Jan 25. 
This merge will create the fourth campus of 3Circle Church.

Phil Boyles, pastor of Sage Avenue since 2010, said the search 
for revitalization began about a year ago and the decision to ex-
plore the option of partnering with an existing church resulted in 
discussions with Chris Bell, pastor of 3Circle Church.

To prepare for the launch of the Midtown campus, Sage Avenue 
hosted members of 3Circle from all campuses Nov. 2 for Vision 
Night. Bell said the service was a time for members of Sage Av-
enue to “understand and feel that they’re a part of a big family.” 

The Nov. 17 opening of The Hope Center, a medical and coun-
seling center for the uninsured and underinsured; a community-
wide Dec. 7 dinner; and a Jan. 17 community block party also are 
a part of the re-launching preparations. (Maggie Walsh)

lowe

V
oters gave the Republican Party a 
majority in the U.S. Senate in the 
Nov. 4 mid-term election, but the 
response was mixed on several state 
initiatives backed by social conser-
vatives.

Tennessee approved an amendment that will 
give more power to state lawmakers to regulate and 
restrict abortion, adding language to the Tennes-
see constitution that reads in part: “Nothing in this 
Constitution secures or protects a right to abortion or 
requires the funding of an abortion,” even in the case 
of pregnancy resulting from rape or incest or when 
necessary to save the life of the mother.

Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive Director 
Randy Davis expressed gratefulness for voters’ sup-
port of Amendment 1, which allows 
the legislature to regulate abortion 
in the state. The amendment won 
with 52.6 percent of the vote in a 
race that was considered a toss-up 
when the polls opened.

“I think Tennessee has begun the 
process of no longer being the des-
tination for abortions in the South-
east,” Davis said. “I’m very thank-
ful that Tennesseans stood up for 
life. They showed up to vote and 
I’m very proud of our laymen and 
pastors that became engaged in the 
political process over this issue.”

Voters in Colorado and North 
Dakota, however, defeated pro-life 
amendments. In Colorado voters rejected a proposal 
to add “unborn human beings” to the state’s criminal 
code, a measure that some feared could ban abortion.

In North Dakota voters rejected a “right-to-life” 
state constitutional amendment that abortion rights 
advocates feared would have ended legal abortions 
there. The North Dakota measure would have de-
clared “the inalienable right to life of every human 
being at every stage of development must be recog-
nized and protected.”

Still Southern Baptists in Colorado view the elec-
tion of pro-life U.S. Senate candidate Cory Gardner 
as a victory for unborn children and North Dakotans 
will continue to proclaim the value of life from con-
ception, leaders said.

Russell D. Moore, president of the Southern Bap-
tist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, said the 
election illustrates “the pro-life issue persists and can 
win,” which he deemed the “most important aspect” 
of Election Day 2014.

“Candidates who articulated explicitly their 
commitment to life won and those who expected 
to use abortion as a ‘wedge issue’ to benefit the 
‘pro-choice’ cause lost,” Moore said. “We should 
pray now that the newly elected Congress and the 
president will be able to work together for just poli-
cies that protect and promote human dignity, family 
stability and religious liberty.” 

Voters in Alaska, Oregon and the District of Co-
lumbia approved pro-marijuana initiatives. Oregon’s 
measure, modeled on Washington state’s, will al-
low adults to buy marijuana for recreational use. A 
household can have up to 8 ounces of marijuana and 
cultivate up to four plants; consumption is banned 
in public. Alaska also legalized marijuana for recre-
ational use.

Voters in Florida rejected a constitutional amend-
ment that would have allowed doctors to prescribe 

marijuana for the relief of chronic pain, nausea and 
other symptoms associated with eight major diseases. 
The measure required a vote of 60 percent in favor of 
passage but received 58 percent.

In Arkansas, Alaska, South Dakota and Nebraska, 
voters approved hiking the minimum wage. Voters 
in Illinois approved a nonbinding ballot question on 
raising the minimum wage.

The election leaves President Barack Obama with-
out a Democratic-controlled chamber in Congress 
for the first time since his presidency began nearly 
six years ago. Conservatives see the change as an op-
portunity.

Rep. James Lankford, a Republican who has 
served four years in the House, said religious lib-

erty — which is increasingly being 
challenged in conjunction with 
same-sex “marriage” and manda-
tory abortion coverage with health 
care plans — is a priority for him.

“People that have faith should be 
free to be able to live their faith in 
the workplace, at home, wherever 
they are,” Lankford said in a post-
election webcast hosted by Family 
Research Council on Nov. 5. “So 
whether you are a chaplain in the 
military, whether you are a small 
business or a large business and 
choose to live and practice your 
business by biblical practices or 

whether you are just an individual trying to make de-
cisions ... and do it by biblical practices, that is your 
free choice as an American, and we’ve got to find 
ways to be able to protect that.”

Lankford, a Southern Baptist, was director of the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma’s Falls 
Creek Baptist Conference Center for 13 years before 
his 2010 election to the House.

Daniel Cox, research director at the Public Reli-
gion Research Institute (PRRI), said conservative 
Christians had an outsized influence in the 2014 elec-
tions because, among other reasons, deeply conser-
vative states claimed a particularly large proportion 
of Senate races, with Democrats losing in Arkansas, 
North Carolina and Georgia, among other states. 

Add to that the unpopularity of President Obama 
and the fact that older — read “more conservative” 
— voters turn out in higher proportions during mid-
terms.

‘Home-field advantage’
“Evangelicals were playing on their home turf,” 

Cox said. “They had home-field advantage because 
they were competing in states where they make up a 
much larger proportion of the population.”

But while “patterns of voting among religious vot-
ers is fairly stable ... and is unlikely to change in the 
near future,” Cox continued, evangelicals may see 
their influence dwindle in the not-too-distant future.

Millennials — Americans ages 18 to 29 — are less 
likely to identify as evangelicals and much less likely 
to vote, according to PRRI and other surveys. 

“In 2020 the entire millennial generation will be of 
voting age,” Cox said. “They are not voting in large 
numbers now. But they will. You settle down and you 
start voting more regularly.” (BP, RNS)

Social conservatives see mixed responses on initiatives

Voting
results

“People that have 
faith should be free 

to be able to live 
their faith in the 

workplace, at home, 
wherever they are.”

Rep. James Lankford
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By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

I
n his 1964 State of the Union ad-
dress President Lyndon B. Johnson 
declared a “War on Poverty.” Fifty 
years later, America is still fighting 
the battle.

As Johnson spoke to the nation, 
he acknowledged the challenge of 

improving the economic situation of poor 
Americans.

“It will not be a short or easy struggle. No 
single weapon or strategy will suffice, but we 
shall not rest until that war is won. The richest 
nation on earth can afford to win it. We cannot 
afford to lose it,” Johnson said. 

Drew DiSilver, senior writer at the Pew 
Research Center, calls 
Johnson’s proposal 
and the efforts that 
followed “the most 
ambitious domestic 
policy initiative since 
the Great Depression.” 
However, there is no 
agreement as to the 
success of anti-poverty 
efforts.

“For decades politi-
cians and social scien-
tists have argued about 
whether Johnson’s 
anti-poverty programs 
have lifted people out of destitution, trapped 
them in cycles of dependency or both,” DiS-
ilver wrote in the Pew analysis, “Who’s poor 
in America? Fifty years into the ‘War on Pov-
erty,’ a data portrait.” 

Looking back
The history of poverty especially in the 

South requires a look back at the economic 
development of the United States. In the 
1800s the poorest of the poor in the indus-
trialized northern United States were often 
orphans, widows and people too old or sick to 
work. In contrast the southern United States 
was rural, agrarian and on the whole very 
poor. In 1938, President Franklin Roosevelt 
called the South the “nation’s No. 1 eco-
nomic problem,” a condition that improved 
only slightly as the demands of World War II 
brought the U.S. out of the Great Depression.

When Johnson declared the War on Poverty 
the rates of poverty were actually declin-
ing, according to U.S. Census Bureau data. 

some of the poorest counties in Alabama 
have rates much higher than the state aver-
age. In Wilcox, Sumter, Dallas, Greene, Perry, 
Bullock and Macon counties more than a 
third of the population lives in poverty. Only 
one county in Alabama — Shelby — has a 
poverty rate in the single digits at 8.7 per-
cent, according to the 2014 Alabama Poverty 
Datasheet, published by Alabama Possible, an 
advocacy group that seeks to reduce poverty 
in the state.

However, the Johnson administration enacted 
several education, housing and health-related 
programs including college work-study, Head 
Start, the Food Stamp Act and Medicare/
Medicaid aimed at helping improve economic 
conditions for the poor. 

These programs were and continue to be 
expensive, according to Joe Carter, director of 
communications for the Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission (ERLC) of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Welfare programs
“From the beginning of the War on Poverty 

until 2012 local, state and federal spending on 
welfare programs has totaled [$15 trillion]. 
Currently the United States spends nearly $1 

trillion every year to 
fight poverty. That 
amounts to $20,610 
for every poor person 
in America or $61,830 
per poor family of 
three,” Carter wrote 
in a January blog post 
for the ERLC.

Despite programs 
and spending, how-
ever, the rate of 
poverty has remained 
virtually unchanged 
since 1965, fluctuat-
ing between 10 and 15 

percent nationally, according to Census data.
Historically the South has been the poorest 

region in the U.S. In 1969 almost half of all 
poor Americans lived in the South though the 
southern population was only 31 percent of 
the U.S. population at the time. At that time 
the South’s 17.9 percent poverty rate was “far 
above other regions,” DiSilver wrote.

Today poverty is more evenly distributed 
throughout the U.S. though it is still highest 
in the South, according to Census data. The 
South now has 37 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion, the highest population percentage of the 
four regions and the highest poverty rate as 
well at 16.5 percent. 

In Alabama poverty continues to be a major 
concern. While the U.S. poverty rate decreased 
from 2012 to 2013 Alabama’s rate has in-
creased in each of the last three years, accord-
ing to Census data. In 2011, 15.4 percent of 
Alabamians lived in poverty. In 2012 the rate 
was 16.2 percent and in 2013, 16.7 percent. 

Though poverty is a concern statewide, 

Gov. Robert Bentley has called Alabama’s 
poverty statistics “sobering,” noting in his 
2014 State of the State Address that 1 in 4 
Alabama children live in poverty. 

Bentley blamed dependence on government 
programs for the continued poverty in the 
state and asserted that increasing such pro-
grams will hurt, not help, poor Alabamians.

“We will never see an end to the plague 
of poverty by offering a deeper dependence 
on a flawed government system. We will 

50 years later
poverty

War on

America still fighting poverty battle since 
its declaration by President Johnson in 1964

142,000
Low-income working 

families with children in 
Alabama (in 2012)

(Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation 
KIDS COUNT)

Graphic courtesy of Alabama Possible
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never help our poorest citizens or our future 
generations by casting over them the net of 
federal government giveaway programs. We 
can break the cycle of poverty but not with 
programs that drag our communities and our 
people into the downward spiral of depen-
dence,” Bentley said.

However, advocates for the poor say that 
safety net programs can make all the differ-
ence in lifting Alabama families out of pov-
erty.

Carol Gundlach, policy analyst for tax 
and budget issues for Arise Citizens’ Policy 
Project (ACPP), said, “Look at the number 
of people who are working full- or part-time 
in the state and still have to be on Medicaid, 
Children’s Health Insurance Program and 
food stamps. Someone could work full-time 
at minimum wage and still not be able to sup-
port their family.” ACPP is a statewide, non-
partisan coalition that promotes public policy 
benefiting low-income Alabamians.

‘Safety net’
Gundlach said the “safety net” of govern-

ment-funded health and housing programs is 
critical to helping low-income Alabamians 
escape poverty. Critics who argue against ef-
forts to help the poor such as increasing the 
minimum wage often assume an individual or 
family is taking advantage of multiple assis-
tance programs, which is usually not the case, 
Gundlach said. Even in those families who do 
receive multiple benefits the money often runs 
out before the end of the month, creating a 
burden especially on children.

“Poverty is terrible on children,” Gundlach 
said. 

Policy changes can make a difference, said 
Melanie Bridgeforth, executive director of 
VOICES for Alabama’s Children, a statewide 
group that works to promote advocacy for 
children’s issues. She points to programs like 
Social Security and Medicare, which were 
aimed at helping poor seniors. The result is 
that poverty among seniors has declined in 
the last 50 years, she said. Programs aimed at 
helping children in poverty could have a simi-
lar effect on future generations of Alabam-
ians, she said.

“It is evident that policy change can change 
the trajectory of a subset of the population,” 
Bridgeforth said. “From a policy perspective, 
moving forward we need the same robust ef-
fort into changes for children. We absolutely 
have come a long way, but there’s still much 
to be done.”

War on poverty

“We will never see an end 
to the plague of poverty 

by offering a deeper 
dependence on a flawed 
government system. We 

will never help our poorest 
citizens or our future 

generations by casting over 
them the net of federal 
government giveaway 

programs.”

Governor Robert Bentley

“The fact of growing 
up in poverty can be 
a poison to a child’s 

development.”

Melanie Bridgeforth
executive director, 

VOICES for Alabama’s Children

By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

F
or approximately 900,000 
Alabamians, poverty is a 
way of life.

Some have always been 
poor but others have expe-
rienced financial setbacks 

from a job loss, illness or disability. 
These are not choices, said Melanie 
Bridgeforth, executive director of VOIC-
ES for Alabama’s Children, a statewide 
group that works to promote advocacy 
for children’s issues. 

“We need to change the conversation 
around poverty,” she said. “It’s not neces-
sarily that people are doing something 
wrong.”

Recent recession
Though poverty has been a consistent 

problem in the state, the recession hit 
many families hard, said Kristina Scott, 
executive director of Alabama Possible, 
a nonprofit organization that works to 
reduce systemic poverty. 

“Our partners see folks who don’t have 
a lot of hope that they are ever going to 
feel economically secure,” Scott said. 

“Their employment outlook is not changing, 
they are making less money and they are 
stuck in a pattern of living day to day with-
out enough to support themselves.”

There is a general belief that regardless of 
circumstances people who try hard enough 
can improve their financial situation, said 
Craig Baab, senior fellow 
for policy development 
at Alabama Appleseed, 
an organization that ad-
vocates policy reforms 
to help low-income and 
other vulnerable citizens 
in the state.

“That attitude is preva-
lent but it is not realistic,” 
Baab said.

The high number of 
working poor is evidence 
of that, said Carol Gund-
lach, policy analyst for 
tax and budget issues for 
Arise Citizens’ Policy Project (ACPP), a 
nonpartisan coalition that promotes public 
policy benefiting low-income Alabamians. 

“Someone could work full time at mini-
mum wage and still not be able to support 
their family,” she said.

“It’s a moral justice issue. It seems 
like we should reward work and people 
who are willing to work to support their 
families with at least adequate income so 
that they’re not in poverty when they’re 
working full time.”

It is especially important to talk about 
what poverty does to 
children, Bridgeforth 
said. Since poverty 
often is characterized 
by unstable resources 
it creates a stressful 
environment for chil-
dren. Children cannot 
get themselves out of 
poverty so they need 
resources in place to 
help them.

“The fact of grow-
ing up in poverty 
can be a poison to a 
child’s development. 

If you want to break the cycle you have 
to help the children [get] on the right 
path,” Bridgeforth said. “Investing early 
in children pays dividends.”

Education is one way out of poverty, 
(See ‘Poverty,’ page 8)

Alabama organizations fighting root causes of poverty

Poverty Rate in Alabama 
18.7 percent

Percentage of people in the state with income below the official poverty line.
 

Child Poverty Rate in Alabama
27 percent

Percentage of children under 18 in the state living in related families with income 
below the official poverty line. 

Poverty Rate for Working-Age 
Women in Alabama

20.2 percent
Percentage of working-age women (ages 18–64) with income below the 

official poverty line. 

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS/http://talkpoverty.org/state-year-report/alabama-2014-report)

issue’
‘Moral justice

The poverty line in 2013 was $23,834 for a family of four.
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(continued from page 7)
which is why Bridgeforth and other advo-
cates for the poor praise the state’s expand-
ed pre-kindergarten education program.

“When we look at what is being done to 
combat poverty in Alabama, Pre-K is one 
of the most important accomplishments,” 
Bridgeforth said. “It’s an example of the 
governor, Legislature and businesses com-
ing together to do something right.”

Another success was Alabama’s com-
prehensive landlord-tenant act passed in 
2007, Baab said. The legislation “leveled 
the playing field for tenants and landlords” 
and improved housing stability for lower 
income residents whose cost for housing is 
a much higher percentage of their income 
than for wealthier Alabamians, he said.

Despite the successes, however, there is 
still much to be done.

“Poverty is such a broad issue that just 
about anything you can touch on ultimately 
either keeps people in poverty or makes it 
very difficult to get out,” he said. 

For example the rapid expansion of busi-
nesses that provide payday loans and title 

lending is still a major concern in the state. 
Alabama is one of 32 states that permit 
loans at triple digit interest rates or with no 
cap at all, according to the Consumer Fed-
eration of America. Such businesses offer 
poor people cash that they are never able to 
pay off thus keeping them in poverty, Baab 
said.

Medicaid coverage
Another concern is the state’s refusal to 

expand Medicaid coverage to more than 
300,000 uninsured Alabamians. The result 
of this policy will be more uninsured peo-
ple seeking care at emergency rooms and 
poorer overall health for those who cannot 
afford adequate health care, Baab said.

“Over the next five years we are leaving 
$9 billion on the table that should be in our 
state. Those are our tax dollars not a wind-
fall,” Baab said.

Finally Baab points to Alabama’s failure 
to exempt groceries from state sales tax, 
which affects low-income residents more 
significantly than wealthier ones. Alabam-
ians pay sales tax on groceries just as they 

do on other household items and the tax 
rate is high throughout the state. The state 
has the 6th highest sales tax rate in the na-
tion with an average combined tax rate of 
8.51 percent (4 percent state tax and 4.51 
percent average local tax rate), according 
to the Tax Foundation, a nonpartisan re-
search think tank based in Washington. 

“For the well-off the percentage of in-
come paid for groceries is much smaller 
than someone who is barely getting by on a 
poverty-level income of $24,000 for a fam-
ily of four,” Baab said.

Addressing conditions that keep people 
in poverty is essential to improving the fi-
nancial outlook for poor Alabamians, espe-
cially the 300,000 children in the state who 
live in poverty. There is a need for jobs, for 
education and for diplomas, Bridgeforth 
said, but there is a need for hope as well.

“Poverty is demography not destiny,” 
Bridgeforth said. “Growing up in poverty 
does not mean that one’s path is set.”

“Alabama children can succeed and at 
the end of the day if our children are suc-
cessful so is the state of Alabama.”

‘Growing up in poverty does not mean that one’s path is set,’ expert says

‘poverty
is demography

Poverty
ageby

not destiny’

Source: The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation

Alabama
Children 0–18

27 percent

Adults 19–64
15 percent

Adults 65+
10 percent

Total
18 percent

United States
Children 0–18

20 percent

Adults 19–64
13 percent

Adults 65+
10 percent

Total
15 percent

“Alabama children 

can succeed and at 

the end of the day 

if our children are 

successful so is the 

state of Alabama.”

Melanie Bridgeforth
executive director, 

VOICES for Alabama’s 
Children
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The Therapy of Thanksgiving

I
n 1621 the pilgrims at Plym-
outh suffered from the dis-
couraging invasion of disease 
and death. Nearly half of the 
pilgrims had died. Conse-
quently in the fall of 1621 

some suggested a service of mourning 
for the dead. However, wiser voices 
prevailed and the pilgrim leaders con-
structed a time of worship and thanks-
giving for God’s blessings. 

Instead of descending into depres-
sion by focusing upon their losses, 
those faithful Christ-followers ascend-
ed into the spiritual therapy of praise 
and thanksgiving by “forgetting not 
His many benefits.” (Ps. 103:2). Gov. 
William Bradford decreed a day of 
therapeutic thanksgiving because when 
you raise your praise it will lift your 
spirit into God’s healing presence.

The key to happiness is a grateful 
heart. Some people walk through life 
grumbly hateful. With God’s help you 
can switch to humbly grateful.

God’s Word prescribes the therapy 
of thanksgiving: “Speak to one an-
other with psalms, hymns and spiri-
tual songs. Sing and make music in 
your heart to the Lord. Always giving 
thanks to God the Father for every-
thing in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Eph. 5:19–20).

The rapper named Ice Cube provides 
a provocative prescription: “You bet-
ter check yourself before you wreck 
yourself.” As we approach the Thanks-
giving season check yourself. Are you 
happy, content and fulfilled? If the an-
swer is “no,” then let’s do a check-up 
from the neck up and get rid of your 
stinkin’ thinkin’.

Feeling of entitlement
The prevailing attitude of our cur-

rent culture seems to be entitlement. 
Legions of people develop the toxic 
attitude of ingratitude because they 
erroneously feel entitled to virtually 
everything. They suffer under the delu-
sion the world “owes them” the big-
gest and best. 

Others go beyond entitlement into 
self-sufficient arrogance and live with 
the infected attitude akin to the televi-
sion character Bart Simpson who of-
fered this sick prayer before a family 
meal, “Dear God, we paid for all this 
stuff ourselves. So thanks for nothing.” 
Choose to move from arrogance and 
entitlement into the healthy mindset of 

glory to His name and draw us closer 
to His heart. 

Fanny Crosby lost her eyesight to 
a doctor’s mistake when she was a 
child. She became a faithful follower 
of Christ who wrote thousands of 
hymns that have blessed God’s family. 
Crosby explained, “God permitted my 
blindness so that He could shut me up 
with Himself.” Gratitude is not a child 
of circumstances but of faith. Because 
we trust God’s provision we choose to 
thank Him for our gain or pain. “In ev-
erything give thanks, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 
5:18). 

3. Why do you give thanks? Be-
cause Jesus wins.

God’s Word declares, “Thanks be to 
God who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
brethren, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always abound in the work of 
the Lord because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 
Cor. 15:57–58). Since Jesus has al-
ready won the victory, you are not this 
world’s victim. Ultimate victory is not 
determined by your current circum-
stances but by your eternal relationship 
to the living Lord.

‘The Divine Yes’
The great missionary to India, E. 

Stanley Jones (1884–1973), authored 
30 books, influenced Gandhi and 
played a key role in moving India 
toward democracy. On Dec. 7, 1971, 
Jones suffered a paralyzing stroke. He 
was broken physically but not spiritu-
ally. He told his daughter, “I cannot die 
until I write my last book, which will 
be entitled ‘The Divine Yes.’” 

He further explained, “I am so grate-
ful God gave me this stroke so I can 
validate with my life everything I have 
preached. The stroke spoke to me a 
shattering ‘no’; but I still have the 
divine yes of Jesus. I have discovered 
that I may fail in these earthly tasks, 
but it makes no difference because my 
relationship to Jesus gives me the ulti-
mate victory.” 

We will suffer pain, hardship, hurt 
and defeat, yet through our relation-
ship to Jesus we possess real purpose, 
peace, power and ultimate victory.

The dark seeds of discouragement 
will grow virtually anywhere except in 
a grateful heart that daily engages in 
the therapy of thanksgiving.

gratitude by following God’s guidelines 
for implementing the therapy of thanks-
giving.

1. When do you give thanks? Always.
Paul’s perspective is impressive be-

cause he was not speaking from a luxuri-
ous resort or a penthouse suite. Instead 
the great missionary wrote from prison. 
Paul was often without his health, com-
forts, friends and freedom; but he was 
never without a thankful heart.

Strive to develop a consistent reflex of 
thanksgiving which enables you to praise 
God in every season and circumstance. 
David declared, “I will bless the Lord at 
all times. His praise shall continually be 
on my lips” (Ps. 34:1). You will praise 
God continually when you intentionally 
become a blessing detective who magni-
fies the positive assets you enjoy and min-
imizes your liabilities and frustrations.

2. What do you give thanks for? All 
things.

Did God really inspire Paul to prescribe 
gratitude for the terrible things that crash 
into us? Should we be grateful for a 
health crisis, a financial setback, the loss 
of a job or the death of a loved one? God 
is not prescribing a pseudo-gratitude for 
tragedy, but He does invite us to trust that 
His power is bigger than our problem. 

When you trust that your Heavenly 
Father’s ability can trump your disability, 
profound gratitude is the natural result. 
The ultimate example is the cross which 
was transformed by God’s power from an 
ugly executioner’s tool into the beautiful 
bridge that leads to eternal life. Remem-
ber we serve a God who is “able to do 
immeasurably more than we can ask or 
imagine according to the power that is at 
work within us” (Eph. 3:20). Our gracious 
King Jesus can transform our troubles 
and tragedies into an opportunity to bring 

Jay Wolf is 
senior pastor 

of First Baptist 
Church, Mont-
gomery, and a 
member of the 
International 

Mission Board 
trustees. He has served in various lead-
ership positions in Alabama Baptist life.

By Jay Wolf, 
D.Min.

“And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle?” 1 Cor. 14:8

Contributions to Southern Baptist nation-
al and international missions and minis-

tries received by the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Executive Committee (EC) 
in October were 17.69 percent above last 
year’s opening month of the convention’s 
fiscal year, according to a news release from 
SBC Executive Committee President and 
Chief Executive Officer Frank S. Page. 

As of Oct. 31, gifts received by the EC 
for distribution through the Cooperative 
Program (CP) Allocation Budget totaled 
$16,019,180.85, or $2,407,746.71 above the 
$13,611,434.14 received October 2013. 

Meanwhile designated giving of 
$3,403,210.15 during October was 6.21 
percent, or $198,976.91, above gifts of 
$3,204,233.24 received October 2013.

The October 2014 total is 2.25 percent 
above the $15,666,666.67 monthly alloca-
tion budget projection to support Southern 
Baptist ministries globally and across North 
America.

Month-to-month swings reflect a num-
ber of factors, including the timing of 
when the state conventions forward the 
national portion of CP contributions to the 
EC and the percentage of CP contributions 
forwarded by to the SBC state conven-
tions after shared ministry expenses are 
deducted. (BP)

A 
federal appeals court upheld 
state laws that refuse to rec-
ognize same-sex “marriage” 
Nov. 6, seemingly preparing 
the way for the U.S. Supreme 

Court to decide a contentious issue it has 
avoided so far.

In a 2–1 opinion, a panel of the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati ruled 
four states — Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and 
Tennessee — did not violate the U.S. Con-
stitution by limiting marriage to the union of 
a man and a woman. The decision conflicts 
with rulings by four other federal appeals 
courts that struck down state laws that re-
fused to recognize gay “marriage.”

The same-sex couples who lost could ask 
for “en banc” review of the ruling, which 
would include all the members of the Sixth 
Circuit Court, or they could appeal to the 
Supreme Court. If they take the latter course 
and the justices grant review, the high court 
could issue a decision on the constitutional-
ity of same-sex “marriage” before its current 
term ends next summer.

Southern Baptist support
Frank S. Page, president of the Southern 

Baptist Convention’s Executive Commit-
tee, said, “We applaud the decision of ... 
the court, breaking a string of decisions by 
activist judges and courts who have imposed 
their personal belief systems on the public.”  

President Russell D. Moore of the Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission said in a 
statement, “This circuit split means that the 
Supreme Court’s ignoring of this issue will 
not be able to continue. The people of the 
states have the right to recognize marriage 
... as the union of a man and a woman. The 
Supreme Court should affirm this right for 
all fifty states.” (BP)

October CP over 
budget projection

Appeals court 
upholds state 
marriage laws
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Jerry Batson, 
retired associate 

dean of Beeson 
Divinity School at 

Samford University 
and professor at 

several schools of 
religion, is pastor 

of First Baptist 
Church, McCalla. 

Theology 101
Holy Spirit and Holy Living

Walking Wisely (Part 2 of 3)
By Jerry Batson, Th.D.
Special to The Alabama Baptist

G
ood theology is not merely 
for theoretical understand-
ing of God’s ways or astute 
explanations of God’s truth 
as revealed in Scripture. Al-
though these are involved, 

good theology is that which enriches 
practical living and everyday behavior 
so that God’s truth enables sincere 
Christian living or, as our Ephesians 
5:15–21 passage puts it, enables a wise 
Christian walk. In addition to being 
careful, walking wisely includes “mak-
ing the best use of the time” (v. 16a).

Misuse of time
What are some of the unwise ways 

we sometimes use time? When some-
one asks us what we are doing, have 
you ever heard yourself reply, “Oh, I 
am just wasting time.” Or maybe say-
ing, “I am just marking time.” The 
response that says, “I am just killing 
time,” sounds like the most unwise of 
all misuses of time. Since our daily 
lives are bound by time, killing some 
time is like taking a part of someone’s 
life — our own. Such responses are 
often given when we are anticipating 
something important to occur, while 
the present pales into insignificance 
by comparison with what we hope is 
about to unfold. When we think about 
it, life is composed of time. Our allot-
ment of time is limited, whether it be 
measured by decades, years or days. 
Do we really want to waste the “stuff” 
of which our lives are made? Is it the 
way of wisdom to spend our days just 
marching in place? A wise Christian 
walk redeems the time, choosing not to 
waste it. To redeem time means to buy 
up life’s opportune moments, taking 
advantage of our days by living and 
choosing wisely.

Part of the motivation for making 
wise use of our time is the recognition 
that “the days are evil” (v. 16b). En-
croaching evil dictates we put our al-
lotted time to wise and productive use. 
Simply coasting in neutral for days or 
even hours is an unwise way to use up 

segments of one’s life. Wasting time, 
of course, is not to be confused with 
recreational or relaxing time, which 
can be a wise investment when life be-
comes hectic or when pressures mount.

Another dimension of walking 
wisely is that of understanding “what 
the will of the Lord is” (v. 17). Is it not 
foolish for a Christian to live out his or 
her days ignoring God’s will? Given 
our limited knowledge and God’s com-
plete knowledge, the wisest path to 
follow is that of His will. Wise Chris-
tians through the centuries have posed 
the same question the apostle Paul 
asked before he was ever an appointed 
apostle, missionary traveler, church 
planter or Scripture writer. In the early 
moments of his Christian conversion, 
Paul asked, “Lord what do You want 
me do?” (Acts 9:6). It’s a wise question 
for all of us. To live out one’s Christian 
life without ever becoming serious 
about the will of the Lord is the height 
of folly. Whatever God wants any of 
us to do, we can never come up with a 
wiser choice on our own.

Best use of time
As the theme of walking wisely con-

tinues to unfold in Ephesians 5:15–21, 
we have to this point noted we walk 
wisely when we do so carefully, when 
we make the best use of the time and 
when we seek to understand what the 
will of the Lord is. Next time our pas-
sage will add even more aspects of liv-
ing wisely.

Biblical theology for people in the pew

S
amford University alumni and 
students celebrated homecom-
ing Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 with a 
busy weekend of events.

Earlier in the week, students 
had elected seniors Hannah 

Newman, of Murfreesboro, Tenn., and 
John Hunsicker, of St. Louis, Mo., to serve 
as homecoming queen and king.

The homecoming court also included 
freshmen Mary Helen Douglas and James 
William Miley III; sophomores Mackenzie 
Brooke Davis and Dillard Goodpasture Ad-
ams III; juniors 
Mary Leslie 
Prater and 
Corry Mulligan; 
and seniors 
Christine Paige 
Carrier, Emily 
Kelley, Clay 
Hubbard and 
Will Yarbor-
ough.

Returning 
alumni enjoyed 
many opportu-
nities to remi-
nisce. At several 
programs indi-
viduals were sa-
luted for service 
to the school, 
professional 
achievements 
and other life-
time milestones. 

The annual 
alumni banquet 
recognized four 
outstanding 
graduates.

Alumni of the 
Year honorees 
were Birming-
ham business-
woman and philanthropist Brenda Mitchell 
Hackney, class of 1990, MBA 1994; Jef-
ferson County Circuit Court Judge Helen 
Shores Lee, a 1985 Cumberland School of 
Law graduate; and Atlanta, Ga., entrepre-
neur Bryan K. Owens, class of 1981. Hous-
ton Estes, a 2004 graduate and insurance 
executive in Nashville, was named young 
alumnus of the year.

Wall of Fame
Samford’s department of journalism and 

mass communication (JMC) added four new 
members to its Wall of Fame.

The new inductees are Jack Brymer, a 
veteran denominational journalism and 
communications specialist; Carol Guthrie, 
head of the Washington Center for the Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development; Tony Hale, an Emmy Award-
winning actor in the “Arrested Develop-
ment” and “Veep” television sitcoms; and 
Debbie McGrady, retired administrative 
assistant in the JMC department.

Brymer, a 1967 graduate, was the first 
managing editor of The Alabama Baptist 
newspaper and later served as editor of The 
Florida Baptist Witness. He served in the 
Samford communications department from 
1994 until his retirement in 2003 and con-
tinues to write for the school.

Members of the class of 1964 took time 
at their 50th 
anniversary lun-
cheon to honor 
a revered pro-
fessor, Sigurd 
F. Bryan. Rick 
White, of Cull-
man, the 1964 
senior class 
president, an-
nounced that the 
class had raised 
funds for a spe-
cial donation 
to the Sigurd F. 
Bryan scholar-
ship fund for re-
ligion students.

“He was 
instrumental 
in the lives of 
many members 
of our class,” 
White said of 
Bryan, a 1946 
Samford gradu-
ate who taught 
religion at the 
school for 46 
years before 
retiring in 2002. 
Bryan was on 
hand to accept 

well wishes from the anniversary class.
Members of the classes from 1964 and 

earlier convened Oct. 31 for the annual 
Golden Bulldog luncheon. The customary 
David Lockmiller awards were given to the 
male and female graduates present from the 
earliest classes. This year’s winners were 
Joe Goode, class of 1952, of Clanton, and 
Anne Fadely Anderson, class of 1953, of 
Roebuck Springs.

The Samford football team earned a 55–0 
homecoming win over the Concordia Col-
lege Hornets. The win ties Samford head 
coach Pat Sullivan with former coach Terry 
Bowden for the most wins in program his-
tory with 45. Prior to the game, Sullivan 
and his family were honored with the dedi-
cation of the Sullivan-Cooney Family Field 
House. (Samford)

Photo courtesy of Samford University

Samford University students elected seniors 
Hannah Newman (left), of Murfreesboro, 

Tenn., and John Hunsicker, of St. Louis, Mo., 
to serve as homecoming queen and king.

Samford
homecoming

Alumni, students celebrate with weekend of events
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Famous Christians from previous centuries

Reflecting on America’s first ‘celebrity’ on the 300th anniversary of his birth

Joanne Sloan, a member of First Baptist Church, 
Tuscaloosa, has been a published writer of articles 

and books for 30 years. She has a bachelor’s degree 
double majoring in history and English from East 

Texas State University (now Texas A&M–Commerce) 
and a master’s degree specializing in English from the 

University of Arkansas (1978).

By Joanne SloanHeroes
of the

H
e preached at least 18,000 
times to perhaps 10 mil-
lion people. George 
Whitefield (1714–1770) 
was the best-known evan-

gelist in Britain and America during the 
18th century. Preaching throughout the 
colonies to large crowds, he has been 
called America’s first “celebrity.”

This year is the 300th anniversary of 
Whitefield’s birth.

Born Dec. 16, 1714, in his father’s 
inn in Gloucester, England, he was the 
seventh child of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Whitefield.

At an early age he found a passion for 
acting. He used his talent later in his dra-
matic preaching.

 In 1732 he entered Pembroke Col-
lege, Oxford, as a servitor, the highest 
rank of students at Oxford. In return for 
free tuition he served as a minister to up-

hear Whitefield in an open-air meeting.
He visited America seven times, 

drawing great crowds and newspaper 
coverage. Estimates are that 80 percent 
of Americans heard him at least once. 
He also made 14 journeys to Scotland 
and two to Ireland where he was almost 
killed by a mob.

He married widow Elizabeth James in 
1741. They lost a 4-month-old son, John, 
in 1744.

Preaching until the end
While on his last tour in America, the 

frail 55-year-old Whitefield preached 
the day before his death. On Sept. 30, 
1770, he died in the parsonage of Old 
South Presbyterian Church in Newbury-
port, Mass. A New England newspaper 
reported 12,000 people attended his 
funeral at the church. He is buried in a 
crypt under the pulpit.

perclassmen. His duties included tasks such 
as carrying their books and assisting with 
written assignments. With John and Charles 
Wesley he founded the evangelical move-
ment that became Methodism.

After years of seeking salva-
tion through severe discipline and 
good works, Whitefield became 
ill. In 1735 after reading Henry 
Scougal’s “The Life of God in 
the Soul of Man,” he cried out to 
the Lord to save him. Years later 
he declared, “Whenever I go to 
Oxford, I cannot help running to 
the spot where Jesus Christ first 
revealed Himself to me and gave 
me the new birth.”

After getting his degree that 
year he was ordained a deacon in the Angli-
can Church and preached his first sermon in 
his hometown. He substituted in the pulpit 
for several friends and preached in London 

and Bristol. Thousands packed churches to 
hear him.

In 1738 he sailed to America, serving as 
a missionary for three months in Georgia. 
Back in England he was ordained a priest. 

Unlike Anglican ministers who 
emphasized ritual, Whitefield 
preached repentance and conver-
sion — that one must experi-
ence a new birth through faith in 
Christ. Many opponents criticized 
him and churches closed their 
doors to him. He began preaching 
outdoors and soon tens of thou-
sands came to hear him.

From 1739 to 1741 he returned 
to America and preached to 
thousands as part of the spiritual 

revival that was known as the “Great Awak-
ening.” He met Benjamin Franklin and they 
became lifetime friends. Franklin once cal-
culated that more than 30,000 people could 

whitefield
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M
oving to 
South Su-
dan, a war 
ground of 
turmoil 
and strife 

in Northeast Africa, has been a 
major risk for Robert and Mari-
dith Lane, even to the point that 
the International Mission Board 
(IMB) missionaries call in daily 
to assure their teammates in 

Uganda that their family is still 
alive. 

Since age 8, Maridith, a Geor-
gia native, knew she would one 
day lead a life surrendered to 
Christ on the missions field. Rob-
ert, from Texas and Tennessee, 
found his calling at age 19 when 
he became aware of the startling 
amount of unreached people 
groups, which now number more 
than 6,500. By 21 he was com-

with cattle-culture people groups. 
In November 2013 they moved 

to South Sudan. Now they are 
learning to live 
a life more 
difficult than 
they ever expe-
rienced. They 
see it as a risk 
worth taking 
if it means fol-
lowing God 
in obedience 
to reach out to 
the Dinka Rek 
people group, 
numbering 
nearly 3 mil-
lion. 

“We need 
to be ready for 
those hard-
ships, ready for 
those difficul-
ties, ready to be used as a sacrifice 
for Christ as we try to make His 
name famous,” Robert explained.

mitted to reaching the unreached 
with the gospel overseas.

“I thought maybe there’s a 
chance that I can go and in some 
way make Christ’s name acces-
sible to the people who have not 
been able to hear it,” Robert said. 

Burdened hearts
When the Lanes visited South 

Sudan in 2010, their hearts be-
came burdened for the unreached 
peoples of the nation. There are 
more than 400,000 people un-
reached by the gospel in South 
Sudan, which became independent 
of Sudan in 2011.

The Lanes’ journey began with 
two years of preparation in neigh-
boring Uganda where they lived 
among the Karamojong people. 
Gunshot echoes and cattle raids 
were common, but the couple also 
learned about other realities such 
as cooking from scratch with lo-
cal ingredients and learning which 
gospel-sharing methods work best 

The Lanes, along with their 
teammates Selvin and Laurel 
Jeremiadoss, attend language 

classes five 
days a week 
and immerse 
themselves 
into the cul-
ture, building 
relationships 
with tutors, 
neighbors and 
local church 
leaders. 

The Lanes 
admit life is 
not easy in 
South Sudan 
because of the 
hot climate, 
political con-
flict, water 
scarcity and 
high food 

prices. Raising their 2-year-old 
son, Shepherd, in such an envi-
ronment takes a lot of prayer and 

God calls IMB missionary family to reach war ground of South Sudan amid political     conflict, water scarcity
famous’

‘MakeHisname
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a strong marriage, Robert said. 
“It’s a challenge to live and 

work in a country where even 
the local people find it at times 
too difficult ... and move away,” 
Robert said.

Another challenge they face is 
trying to teach a warlike people 
group to love. The Dinka take 
pride in their cattle, raiding other 
groups to gain more and defend-
ing their own by force.

“The Dinka are very strong 
and proud. In tradition they’re 
extremely warlike,” Robert ex-
plained. “They say, ‘We hate our 
enemy, we hate this other people 
group, we hate people who try to 
take anything from us or keep us 
from political power.’”

However, the Lanes have no 
doubt South Sudan is where God 
has called them. Getting into 
the country is usually difficult, 
Robert said, but they were able 
to gain access, set up a house 
and build relationships with local 
people in a relatively short period 
of time. 

“It’s not been easy by any 
stretch of the imagination,” 
Robert explained, “but in a lot 
of ways we’ve been able to do 
something that should really be 
impossible and I see that as a 
very big confirmation of God’s 
will to have us in South Sudan.”

As the team forms ministry 
plans, they recognize the best 
method is to bring in trainers 
from Uganda who can adequate-
ly equip believers in church 
leadership.  

Bringing in the trainers will 
not only help the local believers 
in their confidence as leaders 
but also will strengthen their 
faith and their understanding of 

church, Robert said. The hope is 
that these leaders will one day 
plant churches among their own 
people.

 The Lanes are grateful for 
the strong support they have 
through their team in South 
Sudan and Uganda, along with 
Southern Baptists’ prayers and 
giving through the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (LMCO) for 
international missions and Coop-
erative Program. As a team they 
encourage one another daily, try-
ing to stay positive. 

True love
They believe their call is to 

persevere through the hardships 
and teach the Dinka what love 
really looks like. At the end of 
the day, Robert said, there’s no 
price too great to pay because 
this sacred effort is worth it. 

“It’s taken a strong dependence 
on Jesus Christ and understand-
ing the truth and reality of the 
message,” he said. “The only 
reason why we do what we do 
is because there’s such a great, 
wonderful, beautiful, eternal 
reward, not simply for us but for 
the glory of God.”

To explore African people 

downloadable videos at imb.org/
lmcovideo and two featuring the 
Lanes: vimeo.com/95770386 and 
vimeo.com/95768056. 

There is a Donate Now button 

groups and the need to reach 
them, visit subsaharanafrican-
peoples.imb.org and realize that 
you could be who God uses to 
reach them. Find out how to get 
ready to embrace that calling at 
going.imb.org.

Team leader Jeremy Talia-
ferro felt a call to missions at a 
Centrifuge camp at age 14. Find 
out how LifeWay’s FUGE sum-
mer campers are partnering with 
teams in Africa, including this 
ministry team called Echelon, to 
meet needs for water, health care 
and local leadership training by 
visiting fugeforafrica.org/about/.

Visit imb.org/offering for 
resources to help promote the 
LMCO in your church, including 

online for LMCO giving at imb.
org/offering. Join the Author 
of all history and give so more 
people will hear about His saving 
grace. (BP)

God calls IMB missionary family to reach war ground of South Sudan amid political     conflict, water scarcity

IMB photo

Maridith Lane greets Karamojong women 
in northern Uganda. “[God] has used this 

transition time to prepare our hearts for 
what’s to come,” she said. In November 
2013, the Lane family of three moved to 

South Sudan, the country God laid on their 
hearts more than five years ago.



Herman Pair
Oneonta

preaching, teaching
205-873-0518

hpair@gmail.com

Don Graham
Clanton

preaching, revivalist
205-755-7295

rjganddwg@gmail.com
www.dongraham.org

David Todd
Theodore

worship leader,
singer/songwriter

251-599-4764
dsactodd@bellsouth.net

Bo Shedd
Cullman

youth evangelist, church 
crusades, high school assemblies

256-347-3166
melindashedd81@gmail.com

Facebook: Bo Shedd

Leonard Hill
Duncanville
preaching

205-343-2297

Terry Veazey
Montgomery

preaching, singing, ventriloquism
334-221-0246

terry@terryveazey.org
www.terryveazey.org

Bob Pitman
Muscle Shoals

preaching
901-409-5867

brobob@bobpitmanministries.
com

Junior Hill
Hartselle
preaching

256-773-6198
revjrhill@aol.com

www.juniorhillministries.com 

Johnny Tucker
Citronelle
preaching

251-866-7213, 251-604-8770
jmt82347@bellsouth.net

Bob Smith
Huntsville

music
256-797-6011

bob@bobsmithmusic.org
www.bobsmithmusic.org

Cricket Lee
Dothan

singer/speaker for women’s 
retreats, revivals, conferences

334-797-7208
cricketleeministries@gmail.com

www.cricketlee.com

Phil Waldrep
Decatur

preaching
256-355-1554

phil@philwaldrep.org
www.philwaldrep.org

Dan Bayse
Trussville

evangelism, pulpit supply, 
family life education, youth 
seminars, training for prison 

and jail ministry
205-661-0104

djbayse@prodigy.net

Darlene berry
Huntsville

women’s ministry
256-535-0850

darleneberry77@gmail.com

Lee Pitts Spooner
Mobile

singer, speaker, musical 
ventriloquist

251-660-9038
leepittsministry@aol.com

www.leepitts.org 

Michael Mason
Hartselle
preaching

michael-mason@charter.net
256-306-6645

michaelmasonministries.com

James Messer
Theodore
preaching

jemrebs@aol.com
251-653-6652, 251-605-8491 

www.jamesmesser.com

Leon Westerhouse
Birmingham

preaching, music evangelist
205-854-3839

lpwester@aol.com
www.leonwesterhouse.com

John Bush
Montgomery

Across Festivals, 
Children’s Hope
334-201-9493

john@acrossfestivals.com
www.acrossfestivals.com
john@childrens-hope.com
www.childrens-hope.com

Bud Swindall
Southside
preaching

256-413-7418
budandbarbara@charter.net

Perry David Neal
Wetumpka

preaching, outreach
334-514-7478, 334-462-1274

drperryneal@bellsouth.net

Alabama Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists (ACOSBE)

Sammy Gilbreath
Director of the 

office of evangelism, 
Alabama Baptist 

State Board of Missions

It is an honor and a joy for me to 
recommend this group of Southern Baptist 
evangelists to Alabama Baptist churches. 

Through my work as director of the office 
of evangelism for the Alabama Baptist State 
Board of Missions, I have the opportunity to 
work with these evangelists in churches all 
over the state. Each one has a unique gift from 
God that they use to reach others for Christ 
and for His kingdom’s work. I would like 
to encourage you to contact these men and 
women of God for the next revival, outreach 
event or fellowship you have at your church 
or venue. You will receive a blessing as well 
as be an instrument to serve others in your 
church and community as these evangelists 
minister through Christ. 
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I
n an Oct. 30 “Prayer Summit for Spiritual 
Awakening” at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary (NOBTS), three Southern 
Baptist leaders challenged pastors-in-training 
to seek a fresh movement of God and lead 
their congregations to experience the same.

Ronnie Floyd, president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) and pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas, 
opened the prayer summit in the semi-
nary’s Leavell Chapel, preaching from 
Isaiah 63–64.

“In the book of Isaiah there was a situ-
ation in chapters 63 and 64 much like 
what we see in our culture today,” Floyd 
said. “People are realizing ‘we can’t fix 
ourselves.’”

After the chapel hour Floyd teamed up 
with local pastor and former SBC presi-
dent Fred Luter and the current president 
of the Louisiana Baptist Convention, La-
fayette pastor Steve Horn, for a question-
and-answer luncheon and time of guided 
prayer with NOBTS students and participants.

NOBTS President Chuck Kelley, who emceed the 
luncheon, asked Floyd, Luter and Horn to describe 
three steps or places to start in seeking to experience 
an awakening or new work of God in their ministry 
setting.

Luter answered first, focusing on the issue of faith-
fulness — to God, family and “the church you’re 
serving.”

Luter said when he reflects on his ministry thus 
far, which includes serving as pastor of one of the 
largest churches in Louisiana and serving two years 
as president of the convention, it all has hinged on 
faithfulness.

“I contribute it to one thing: faithfulness. I’ve been 
faithful to God, faithful to my family, faithful to my 
church,” he said.

During a Q&A time, one member of the audience 
asked Luter how he is able to personally identify 
God’s will for his life.

“Very, very easy question. I ask my 
wife,” Luter said to roaring applause.

Horn then offered three ideas for 
where ministers can start in seeking a 
fresh work of God in their churches — 
“start where you are,” lead by example 
and teach some form of evangelism 
strategy. 

Floyd closed the Q-and-A time by 
challenging future pastors to prompt 
congregations to pray for a “mighty an-
nointing” in church services every week; 
to take a month at the beginning of every 
year to preach on prayer, fasting, revival 
and awakening; and to regularly commit 
a full service to prayer.

“That would be unique in today’s 
church. ... Praying doesn’t happen in most churches 
— it really doesn’t,” he said.

Floyd closed the prayer summit with a guided time 
of prayer. People gathered in small groups to pray 
for a spiritual awakening in the New Orleans area, in 
Louisiana and in the United States. Floyd guided the 
crowd to verbally pray for the lost around the world 
by means of quoting the Great Commission passages 
in the book of Matthew. (BP)

SBC leaders challenge pastors-in-training
movement of God’
‘Seek a fresh

Floyd

For more information or to join 
the movement, visit RonnieFloyd.com.
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By Stephen Tindal
Media relations writer, University of Mobile

S
cience and art merge 
in a new exhibit at the 
Marilyn Foley Art Gal-
lery on the University of 
Mobile (UMobile) cam-

pus. The exhibit of handcrafted 
quilts by UMobile professor of 
chemistry Gail Shelly — “From 
Designing to Binding” — is on 
display through Dec. 5. 

Shelly has taught general and 
organic chemistry at UMobile 
since 2008. 

But “I was a seamstress long be-
fore I became a scientist,” Shelly 
said. Since age 10 her mother and 
grandmother taught her the ins and 
outs of needlework. 

“My grandmother had taught 
my mother how to piece quilt tops 
from the fabric scraps of sewing 
projects,” Shelly said. “She also 
quilted with a group who worked 
together to sew the top, batting 
and backing at the same time in 
a ‘sandwich’ using decorative 
designs. They taught me the tech-
nique of hand quilting.”

She also became an expert at 
embroidery.

Unique pieces of art
In 2005 she began making her 

own unique quilts — from smaller 
table runners and wall-hung quilts 
to king-sized bedspreads.

“They are all unique,” she said. 
“There’s no point in making the 
same quilt twice.”

Her quilts combine vibrant 
colors and diverse shapes to cre-
ate a unique piece of art with each 
project.

“Quilters use color and color 
value like any other artist — to 
define form and create spatial illu-
sions,” she said. “I love to use both 
color and design to create quilts 
that show dimensionality and 
movement.”

Part of the inspiration for 
Shelly’s style comes from her ex-
perience in chemistry. 

“One of the areas of chemistry 
that has always fascinated me is 
how molecules interact with light 
to produce colors,” she said. “As 
a quilter, fabric is my medium — 
it is far less messy than mixing 
chemicals together, although that 
can be quite satisfying too.”

Associate professor of art 
Phillip Counselman, director of 
the Marilyn Foley Art Gallery, 
said Shelly’s quilts “exceed the 
definition of craft; they are beau-
tiful works of art. The works are 
highly designed with exquisite 
colors. 

“It is apparent that Dr. Shelly 
is a keen observer of nature 

based on her organic designs,” 
he added. “This exhibit is a great 
example of how art reveals sci-
ence. The exhibit is cross-disci-
plinary, which makes it perfect 
for our campus experience.”

Shelly said quilting “is my 
creative outlet; a means of self-
expression. I have probably given 
away more quilts than I have 

“Using my hands to create 
stitched designs allows me to 
honor the women in my fam-
ily that worked with needle and 
thread and who took the time to 
show me how to continue a time-

kept, and it is very rewarding to 
know that my creations are keep-
ing loved ones warm or bringing 
color into the nursery of a new-
born baby.”

During the summer months, 
Shelly quilts with a group of 
women in Atmore just as her 
mother and grandmother did be-
fore her.

honored tradition,” Shelly said.
For more information about 

the exhibit or the Nov. 20 Artist 
Talk event related to the exhibit, 
visit umobile.edu or call Phillip 
Counselman at 251-442-2283.

UMobile chemistry professor’s quilts in art exhibit

Photo courtesy of the University of Mobile

‘Creative
outlet’
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Judson 
college

4Judson Theatre Program 
to Perform ‘A Christmas Carol’: 
Judson College’s theatre program 
will perform “A Christmas Carol” 
on Nov. 13–15 with all three 
performances held on campus in 
Alumnae Auditorium at 7 p.m.

The director of the play is Bil-
lie Jean Young; musical director 
is Betty Campbell; and stage de-
signer is Jamie Adams. 

In addition to the play, Judson’s 
English Club will be hosting a tra-
ditional Dickensian Christmas Din-
ner at 8:30 p.m. in Archibald Hall 
after the Nov. 15 performance. 

For more information, contact 
Chris Hokanson at chokanson@
judson.edu or call 334-683-5124.

University 
of Mobile

4UMobile to Host Christmas 
Spectacular: It’s already Christ-
mas at the University of Mobile 
(UMobile) as more than 250 stu-
dents, faculty and staff are prepar-
ing for the 12th annual UMobile 

Christmas Spectacular on Nov. 
20–23 at Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church, Mobile. Doors open at 
6 p.m. on Nov. 20–22 and at 3 
p.m. on Nov. 23. 

It’s the largest Christmas con-
cert along the Alabama, Missis-
sippi and Florida panhandle Gulf 
Coast region. 

Tickets can be purchased on-
line at itickets.com or are avail-
able at the LifeWay bookstore 
in Mobile, Dauphin Way Baptist 
or by contacting the UMobile 
Center for Performing Arts at 
251-442-2383 or svalentin@
umobile.edu.
4UMobile Honors Veterans 

at a Veterans Day Celebra-
tion: A Veterans Day Celebra-
tion at the University of Mobile 
(UMobile) on Nov. 11 honored 
98-year-old World War II veteran 
John Stanford Davis.

The Veterans Day Celebra-
tion began at 11 a.m. in front 
of J.L. Bedsole Library with a 
RamCorps performance of the 
National Anthem and the Armed 
Forces Medley. 

The university also honored 
veterans among the students, 
faculty and staff. The speaker 
was UMobile student and U.S. 

Navy veteran Steven Goff. 
UMobile is designated as 

“Military Friendly” and partici-
pates in the Yellow Ribbon Pro-
gram of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

samford
University 
4Samford University Pro-

vides New Opportunity in Legal 
Journalism: Samford Univer-
sity’s Journalism and Mass Com-
munication (JMC) department and 
Samford’s Cumberland School 
of Law have announced a unique 
partnership for students interested 
in legal journalism.

Under the partnership JMC 
majors can complete their under-
graduate program and law degree 
in a total of six years (three years 
each). 

Cumberland School of Law 
faculty will mentor JMC students 
interested in law and help with the 
teaching of JMC’s law and ethics 
courses. JMC majors also will be 
invited to participate in Cumber-
land School of Law events.

For more information, visit 
howard.samford.edu/jmc/.
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M
ost Americans 
believe in heav-
en, hell and a few 
old-fashioned 
heresies.

Americans disagree about mix-
ing religion and politics and about 
the Bible. And few pay much heed 
to their pastor’s sermons or see 
themselves as sinners.

Those are among the find-
ings of a new study of American 
views about Christian theology 
from Nashville-based LifeWay 
Research. The online survey of 
3,000 Americans was commis-
sioned by Orlando-based Ligonier 
Ministries.

Stephen Nichols, chief academ-
ic officer of Ligonier Ministries, 
said the study was intended to 
“take the temperature of America’s 
theological health.”

Researchers asked 43 questions 
about faith, covering topics from 
sin and salvation to the Bible and 
the afterlife. 

Many Americans get the basics 
right, but they’re often fuzzy on 
the details, said Ed Stetzer, execu-
tive director of LifeWay Research.

“People like to believe in a 
generic Christian-ish god with 

cafeteria doctrines,” Stetzer said. 
“However, when we asked about 
harder beliefs — things that the 
Church has and still considers or-
thodoxy — the numbers shift.”

Among the study’s findings:
Americans say heaven is a real 

place. But they disagree about 
who gets in.

Two thirds (67 percent) of 
Americans believe heaven is a real 
place. That includes, following 
standard demographic categories, 
9 in 10 Black Protestants (88 
percent) and evangelicals (90 per-
cent), three quarters of Catholics 
(75 percent) as well as a third of 
non-Christians (37 percent).

Conflicting views
Just under half of Americans 

(45 percent) say there are many 
ways to heaven — which conflicts 
with traditional views about salva-
tion being linked to faith in Jesus.

About half of Americans (53 
percent) say salvation is in Christ 
alone. Four in 10 (41 percent) say 
people who have never heard of 
Jesus can still get into heaven. 
And 3 in 10 (30 percent) say peo-
ple will have a chance to follow 
God after they die.

About 6 in 10 Americans (61 

percent) say hell is a real place. 
Black Protestants (86 percent) and 
evangelicals (87 percent) are most 
likely to say hell is real. Catho-
lics (66 percent) and mainline 
Protestants (55 percent) are less 
convinced.

Overall, Americans don’t seem 
too worried about sin or being sent 
to hell. Two-thirds (67 percent) 
say most people are basically 
good, even though everyone sins a 
little bit — an optimistic view of 
human nature at odds with tradi-
tional teaching about human sin.

When it comes to faith, Ameri-
cans like a do-it-yourself ap-
proach.

Most Americans (71 percent), 
and in particular Black Protestants 
(82 percent) and Catholics (87 
percent), say people must contrib-
ute some effort toward their own 
salvation. 

Many Americans also don’t 
mind being disconnected from 
a local church. About half (52 
percent) say worshipping alone or 
with family is as good as going to 
church.

About 7 in 10 (71 percent) 
Americans believe in the Trinity. 

But few — even those in evan-
gelical denominations — seem to 
grasp the details of how Christians 
have historically taught the Trin-
ity. More than half of evangelicals 
(59 percent), for example, say the 
Holy Spirit is a force — not a per-
sonal being. Ten percent are not 
sure, while 31 percent agree the 
Spirit is a person. Overall, two-
thirds of Americans (64 percent) 
say the Holy Spirit is a force.

‘Theological awareness’
More than 1 in 7 Americans 

(15 percent) say the Holy Spirit 
is less divine than God the Father 
and Jesus. A third (33 percent) 
believe God the Father is more 
divine than Jesus. About 1 in 5 (19 
percent) say Jesus was the first 
creature made by God. All of those 
run counter to Christian doctrine 
as found in historic creeds of the 
Church.

About half of Americans (48 
percent) believe the Bible is the 
Word of God. Four in 10 (43 per-
cent) say the Bible is 100 percent 
accurate, while a similar share of 
Americans (41 percent) say it’s 
helpful but not literally true.

Nichols said, “This study 
demonstrates the stunning gap in 
theological awareness throughout 
our nation, in our neighborhoods 
and even in the seat next to us at 
church.” (LifeWay Research)

Study shows most Americans believe in heaven, hell

‘America’s

health’
theological
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Pastor Charles Freeman
Hillwood Baptist Church, Huntsville

In Philippians 3:10 the 
apostle Paul revealed the 

true desire of his heart. His 
heart was to know Christ. 
He stated it this way, “I 
want to know Christ and ex-
perience the mighty power 
that raised Him from the 
dead. I want to suffer with 
Him, sharing in His death.” 
You see, Paul already knew 
Christ; Paul had met Christ 
on the road to Damascus as 
he was on his way to stamp 
out the early Christian 
movement. However, he 
now wanted to experience 
Christ in a deeper way. He 
wanted to experience the 
power that raised Christ 
from the dead and also suf-
fer with Christ in order to 
know Him at a different 
level. This was Paul’s desire 
because his encounter with 
Christ changed him totally 
and completely. Wouldn’t 
you want to know more 
about the person who did 
something like that for you?

People are looking for a 
difference maker in their 
lives. Jesus is the only true 
difference maker that I 
know. I had known about 
Jesus for many years before 
I was saved as a nine year 
old at Glenn Memorial 
Baptist Church, Bessemer. 
I have discovered through 
the years that it is one thing 
to know about Christ and 
another thing to truly know 
Him as our Lord and Sav-
ior. To truly know Jesus 
means to have a personal 
relationship with Him. To 
know Jesus is more than just 
walking an aisle and join-
ing a church. To truly know 
Jesus results in a radically 
changed life.

Do you have that kind 
of relationship with Jesus 
at this very moment? Have 
you experienced the mighty 
power that raised Him from 
the dead? Have you suf-
fered in any way because 
of your faith? The chal-
lenge that Paul leaves to 
us in our generation is that 
we should not only want to 
know Him, but we should 
really want to “know” Him, 
to know more about Him 
so that we can become 
more like Him every day. 
Why not make a commit-
ment to Him today to not 
only know Him but to get 
to know Him better? I pray 
this will be the desire of 
your heart starting today.

Want to

GOD?
know

CHURCH POSITIONS
pastor: Rainsville First Baptist is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Send 
resumés to: P.O. Box 585, Rainsville, AL 
35986, email: firstbaptist@farmerstel.
com.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION & FAM-
ILY: North Shelby Baptist Church, on 
Hwy. 280, suburban Birmingham, is 
accepting resumés for this full-time 
position. North Shelby is a traditional 
Southern Baptist church, 21 years 
old, beautiful facilities, ready to grow. 
Details about the position are at www.
northshelbybaptist.org.

part-time worship leader: East 
Side Baptist Church in Cullman, Ala., 
is receiving resumés until Dec. 1 for a 
part-time worship leader. Email resu-
més to: kenallen2@bellsouth.net.

bivocational music minister: 
Community Baptist Church, Maylene, 
Ala. (Alabaster area), is seeking a bivo-
cational music minister. Resumés to: 
cbcsearchcommittee@gmail.com.

INTERIM MUSIC/WORSHIP 

LEADER: Resumés should be sent 
to: Greensboro Baptist Church, ATTN: 
Music/Youth Search Committee, 908 
Main Street, Greensboro, AL 36744, or 
email to: greensboro@bellsouth.net.

Children’s Minister: Spring-
field Baptist Church, 30 miles north 
of Nashville, is seeking a full-time 
children’s minister. Requirements 
include a Southern Baptist back-
ground, a seminary degree (preferred) 
and two years of children’s ministry 
experience. This position will include 
programming and coordinating of all 
children’s activities on Sundays and 
Wednesdays for ages birth through 
6th grade. Please send resumés to: 
bethbohler05@gmail.com by Nov. 24.

other POSITIONS
Director of Missions: The Win-
ston Baptist Association in NW Ala-
bama is currently accepting resumés 
for the position of director of missions. 
Acceptable candidates must have a 
history of involvement in associational 
missions and support for the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Resumés can  
be sent to: DOM Search Committee, 

P.O. Box 246, Double Springs, AL 
35553.

part-time pianist: East Side 
Baptist Church in Cullman, Ala., is 
receiving resumés until Dec. 1 for a 
part-time pianist. Email resumés to: 
kenallen2@bellsouth.net.

business
TIME TO REPLACE THAT OLD 
CHURCH SIGN?: Reliable Sign Ser-
vices, a Christian-operated, full-ser-
vice sign company for two decades, 
is ready to assist you as you expand 
your church sign ministry. From elec-
tronic message boards to traditional 
signs, Reliable will fabricate and install 
statewide or ship anywhere. www.
reliablesigns.com. 1-800-729-6844, 
205-664-0955. 

STEEPLES, ETC.: No job too big or 
too small. Call for free on-site con-
sultation. Toll-free 1-888-699-9679 or 
Alabama local 205-699-9679. Ask for 
Terry Barnes, owner. Visit gallery at 
www.SteeplesEtc.com.

MOVING? LOCAL, STATEWIDE OR 

LONG DISTANCE: Coleman Ameri-
can/Allied Van Lines. Special rate 
and programs for Alabama Baptist 
ministers, staff and church members. 
Contact Gary Washington at 205-942-
0009 or birmingham.al@covan.com.

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION: 
egive-usa.com — Good stewardship 
made easy. Please call or email us for 
a free brochure. 1-866-303-6623 or 
brad@egive-usa.com.

FOR SALE NEW & USED STAIR-
LIFTS: Lift chairs, power wheelchairs, 
car lifts, scooters and walk-in tubs. 
We service Alabama. 1-800-682-0658.

TRAVEL/VACATION
LOG CABIN: Lake Guntersville area, 
beautiful view and fully furnished. Dis-
counts to ministers. Log on to www.
paradisevista.net to see pictures. Call 
for reservations at 205-540-3600.

GULF SHORES: 1/2/3 BR luxury 
beachfront condos and 4 BR beach 
resort house. Owner direct saves you 
$$$. Call Chris at 1-800-713-6435, or 
cashley945@earthlink.net.

Observe Week of Prayer 
for international missions
National Woman’s Mis-

sionary Union (WMU) 
will host an area-wide obser-
vance of the Week of Prayer 
for international missions 
Dec. 4, 10–11 a.m., with a 
reception to follow. Everyone 
is invited to enjoy a time of 
prayer and fellowship. 

The WMU gift shop also 
will be open, featuring items 
from WorldCrafts, books and 
Bible studies from New Hope 
Publishers and much more.  

Debby Akerman, national 
WMU president, will be the 
featured speaker. 

Wanda S. Lee, executive 
director of national WMU, 
said, “During this season, 
we hope your church will 
also conduct an annual Week 
of Prayer for international 
missions observance and 
we thank you for your sac-
rificial gifts to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering to 
directly support missionaries 
serving with the International 
Mission Board.”

Visit www.wmu.com/
prayrsvp by Dec. 1 to register 
for the event or call 205-991-
8100. (WMU)

(continued from page 1)
prayer meetings and seeking the 
Lord, Graceway members, Davis 
and the dozen Fleetwood members 
felt “God had brought two groups 
together to form one body.”

Graceway dissolved as a church 
and Grace Connection Church 
(GCC) was constituted in August. 
An official launch celebration was 
held Oct. 12 with 148 participants 
and GCC was voted into Tusca-
loosa Association at its annual 
meeting Oct. 21. 

GCC asked Forest Lake Bap-
tist Church, Tuscaloosa, to be its 
sponsoring church, something the 
Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions encourages for all new 
church plants. 

‘God’s doing’
Osborn, now a GCC elder, trust-

ee and assistant treasurer, initially 
was hesitant of all the change but 
eventually saw it all as “God’s do-
ing.” 

Now with 80–90 gathering each 
Sunday, GCC’s vision is to have 
a spiritual leader over each of the 
multihousing communities in the 

area (six apartment complexes and 
one trailer park). The members 
hope to set up Bible studies and 
ministries to reach each commu-
nity and to launch the outreach in 
January with two ideas already in 
place: a Bible study/exercise group 
in an apartment complex where 
they have already been given ac-
cess to the workout facilities and 
a Bible study for single mothers 
in a complex where 80 percent of 
the residents are mothers and their 
children. 

GCC currently is active in one 
other multihousing community in 
the area and members are forming 
relationships with the managers.

“Doors are just opening more 
and more,” Davis said. 

Because of the relationships 
formed, the largest apartment 
complex in the area gave GCC 
the apartment numbers of all 
the new move-ins for Septem-
ber. Funded by the association, 
church members made welcome 
baskets with information about 
the church and useful household 
items like a pizza cutter or a Fris-
bee for children. The complex’s 

management allowed Davis to 
hand-deliver the baskets, enabling 
him to meet the new residents. 

Boykin will continue to meet 
and train GCC 
members as they 
strive to reach 
the mutlihous-
ing communi-
ties around the 
church.

“There is hope for churches in 
transitioning communities; God 
has a plan,” Boykin said.

“GCC happened because a 
small group of people decided 
to change, to unify behind a new 
strategy, to get out of the building 
and reach out to people who were 
different from them,” he said. “I’m 
convinced that this is the hope of 
hundreds of inner-city churches 
that are dying because they have 

failed to adapt, change and re-
emerge as a force in their commu-
nity. The opportunity to replicate 
(what GCC did) is enormous.” 

And Davis 
said he hopes to 
lead the church 
with a “vision 
centered around 
connection.”

“Our desire is 
to help connect people to Christ, 
connect to each other and connect 
to their purpose, or calling in min-
istry,” Davis said.  “Our ultimate 
goal is to reach someone in these 
complexes with Christ and con-
nect them to other believers in a 
study and eventually have them 
take over the study (in their com-
munity). ... We’re not looking to 
grow a church, we’re looking to 
grow the Kingdom.” 

Tuscaloosa Association’s Boykin says there 
is ‘hope for churches in transitioning communities’

For more information 
on multihousing minis-

tries, contact Eric Boykin 
at 205-765-9154.
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Alabama communities 
vote no on ‘big alcohol’ 
The dry votes prevailed in 

three Alabama communi-
ties Nov. 4 as voters won 

the fight against the continued 
expansion of alcohol sales. 

In Hartselle, the largest dry city 
in the state, citizens voted for the 
fourth time in 12 years to keep the 
area free from alcohol sales with 
231 more dry votes than wet.

Walter Blackman, pastor of 
East Highland Baptist Church, 
Hartselle, served as co-chairman 
of A Better Way political ac-
tion agency and the campaign U 
Prayed.

Hartselle has been successful 
in keeping the area free of alcohol 
sales for years, Blackman said, 
because the fight has not been 
“against alcohol but against alco-
hol sales.” 

“We have had a broad spectrum 
of people help keep Hartselle dry. 
... We’ve asked people to pray 
about their vote and about their 
decision and about those affected 
by it. But we’ve also not isolated 
the issue to only a church thing 
or a Christian war against alco-
hol,” Blackman said, noting that 
several dry voters drink alcohol 
themselves but they don’t approve 
of the sale of alcohol in the area.

Wet supporters often say peo-
ple will stop moving to Hartselle 
if they vote dry but the opposite is 

true, according to Blackman. 
“People come to Hartselle be-

cause we’re dry and want to move 
their families here and the crime 
is among the lowest in the state.”

In Rainsville the dry’s prevailed 
as the “no” votes tallied 770 com-
pared to 741 in favor of legalizing 
sales. 

And Locust Fork saw the “no” 
votes win by 221 to 122 to re-
main a dry area. 

‘Costs to society’
Joe Godfrey, executive direc-

tor of Alabama Citizens Action 
Program (ALCAP), said alcohol 
proponents fail to discuss the 
“costs to society that are as-
sociated with increased alcohol 
sales.” 

“‘Wet forces’ never mention 
that for every $1 of revenue that 
comes into the community, it 
costs $15–18 to clean up the 
devastation that results from an 
increase in domestic violence 
cases, drunk driving and other 
accidents. Alcohol does not solve 
problems; it creates problems for 
cities and communities.

“ALCAP rejoices with Rains-
ville, Hartselle and Locust Fork 
communities as they voted to 
keep ‘big alcohol’ out of their 
communities,” Godfrey said. 
(Neisha Fuson) 
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Sunday School Lessons For November 16

The Discipline Of Suffering
Hebrews 12:1–7

Hebrews 12 was written to strengthen our 
faith so we can follow the faithful witnesses 
mentioned in Hebrews 11 by considering 
Jesus’ example. We gain strength to face 
trials by considering Jesus’ endurance of 
hardship as well as the divine purpose of 
discipline.

The Christian life is hard and for many of 
you, this is where you are right now. These 
verses are in the Bible to help you.

Enduring (1–3)
In verse 1 Christians find encouragement 

in being surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses. These witnesses in Hebrews 11 
risked it all on God and His promises. Some 
of them, through faith, saw God do incred-
ibly powerful things. Others died without 
receiving any earthly validation for their 
faith. They had prayed the same prayers 
but God did not rescue them from their trial 
(Heb. 11:32–40). These witnesses are wit-
nesses by the fact their past lives bear wit-
ness to monumental, persevering faith that, 
like Abel’s faith, “still speaks, even though 
he is dead” (Heb. 11:4).

Such encouragement should lead us to 
lay aside every weight and sin which clings 
so closely to us. We should throw off every-
thing that hinders our spiritual development. 
A hindrance is something, otherwise good, 
that weighs us down spiritually. It could be 
a friendship, an event, a place, a habit, a 
pleasure, an entertainment. But if this other-
wise good thing drags you down you must 
lay it aside. A sin is any failure to conform 
to the moral law of God in act, attitude or 
nature. If we are to finish well in faith, we 
must strip our souls naked of everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily en-
tangles us.

God’s desire is for us to run the race set 
before us with endurance. We each have a 
specific course mapped out for us and the 
course for each runner is unique. This race 
is not a sprint; it’s a marathon. With the 

empowerment of the Holy Spirit we can 
run with endurance and finish well (2 Tim. 
4:7–8).

In verses 2–3 we see that we must keep 
our eyes focused on Jesus. His steadfast 
obedience provided a perfect example of 
commitment for struggling believers. Jesus 
is the founder of our faith. He initiates our 
faith and enables us to believe (Eph. 2:8–9). 
Jesus also is the perfecter of our faith. He 
takes struggling believers, develops our 
faith and enables us to persevere in the faith.

Jesus endured the suffering of the cross 
by focusing on the victorious joy and the 
future reward that would be His when He 
returned to the Father. Many of the readers 
could identify with the hostility shown to 
Jesus, though on a lesser scale. As Jesus en-
dured by trusting in the promise of God, so 
we should keep on keeping on as we antici-
pate the Father’s promise of future blessing.

Disciplined (4–7)
Verse 4 puts the struggles of the readers 

of Hebrews in perspective. Although they 
had experienced intense hardship, they had 
not yet faced resistance to the point of shed-
ding their blood. Their main test was fight-
ing their own sinful nature.

By quoting Proverbs 3:11–12 in verses 
5–6, the writer urges us not to belittle God’s 
discipline and not to lose heart in the face 
of God’s rebuke. We should not see trials as 
cause for discouragement but as a sign of 
God’s determined love. We need to reflect 
on the long-term benefits of our trials and 
recognize that discipline represents God’s 
method of developing our maturity.

Verse 7 teaches discipline is God’s loving 
method for shaping our character. Disci-
pline was a common term for childrearing 
through instruction, training and correction. 
However, the book of Hebrews focuses 
on the call for perseverance in the painful 
tests of life. These tests are to our benefit, 
prove our sonship and require a response of 
perseverance. We, therefore, should not be 
disheartened when we face hardship.

Overcome Bitterness
Genesis 45:3–11

Forgiveness does not mean we 
forget the past. (3–4)

Judah’s speech on behalf of Benjamin 
is so moving that Joseph can no longer 
control his emotions. Standing alone with 
his brothers, Joseph reveals his identity. In 
view of Judah’s speech Joseph asks if their 
father is really still alive. (“Life” could re-
fer simply to good health.)

Some interpreters identify this part of the 
story as a “gospel disclosure”: the dead one 
is alive. The abandoned one has returned 
in power. In the case of Joseph’s family, 
they now have to live with the reality of a 
live, powerful, ruling Joseph. Taking this 
“gospel disclosure” motif a step further, 
the terror and astonishment of the brothers 
is not unlike that of the early church with 
the discovery of the live Jesus (Mark 16:8). 
The family’s world has been irreversibly 
changed just as the entire world is changed 
with the reality of the resurrection.

Joseph asks his brothers to come closer 
not to see him more closely but to cross 
a barrier from distance and injustice to 
reunion and forgiveness. He identifies him-
self further by recalling their shared story 
and going directly to the heart of the issue: 
You sold me into Egypt.
Forgiveness focuses on the future. 

(5–8)
Joseph’s next comment proves decisive. 

He senses his brothers are frightened, dis-
tressed and angry with each other. They are 
wondering what this shocking news means 
for their future. Joseph does not scold 
them or blame them. Rather he allays their 
fears by making a bold faith proclamation. 
Joseph assures the brothers that in spite of 
their past history all will be well because 
what has happened has been used by God 
for His purposes. Joseph invites the broth-
ers (and invites us) to view the past from 
the perspective of the present. The difficult 
past can be interpreted as having a positive 
dimension. The Sovereign God has “taken 

over” what they have done and used it to 
bring about this good end. Their actions 
have become God’s by being woven into 
His life-giving, reconciling purposes. What 
is more, even Pharaoh’s actions — includ-
ing elevating Joseph as prime minister — 
have become God’s.

There is a wonderful salvific theme here. 
Joseph has helped a remnant of “lost” and 
hungry people to be saved from years of 
famine. One hears echoes of Christ’s story 
that comes later. Like Joseph, Jesus came 
to a foreign country and He was abused 
by His “brothers.” Like Joseph, Jesus was 
stripped of His coat. But instead of being 
thrown into a pit and then sold into slavery, 
Jesus was thrown on the ground and nailed 
to a cross. Yet like Joseph’s story what was 
meant for evil against Jesus, God turned 
around for good. God took that cross and 
by it sins were forgiven and lives were 
saved. And lives are still being saved.

Forgiveness seeks good for the 
forgiven. (9–11)

Joseph now seeks to preserve and pro-
tect his family in a way that reflects God’s 
gracious providence. Joseph acts as father, 
lord and ruler (all used as images for God 
in the Old Testament). Joseph tells his 
brothers to hurry home, report these events 
to their father, return with family and pos-
sessions and settle in the land of Goshen 
near him. The land of Goshen was a fertile 
area of Egypt where Jacob’s family and 
their descendants could live close to one 
another without fear. Joseph assures them 
that he will provide for all their needs — 
adults, children and animals — during the 
continuing famine.

As followers of Christ we are aliens in 
a foreign world. Nevertheless our Father, 
Lord and Ruler sees to our own needs as 
we pass through this land. All the more by 
His own suffering we have been restored as 
part of His family. As such we can live our 
days without fear and we can tell others the 
good news of the God who works all things 
for good.

Christian Crossword
By Susan F. Weimer        Copyright 1994        ©Barbour Publishing Inc.

Across
	 1. I would thou wert ___ or 	
		  hot. (Rev. 3:15)
11. ___ my voice. (Ex. 19:5)
12. ___ thou at my right 	
	     hand. (Ps. 110:1)
13. Behold, ___ is the
	     accepted time. 
	     (2 Cor. 6:2)
15. To make a hole.
17. Audiovisual. (abbr.)
18. District Attorney. (abbr.)
19. There is none 		
		  righteous, ___ not one. 	
		  (Rom. 3:10)
20. Not A, E or O.
21. A sharp, shrill bark or
	     yelp.
22. In the beginning ___.
	     (Gen. 1:1)
23. He hath put a ___ song 	
		  in my mouth. (Ps. 40:3)
26. 	Rejoice, and be 		
		  exceeding ___. 
		  (Matt. 5:12)
28. The mountain of ___.
	     (Deut. 34:1)
31. The ratio of the
	     circumference of a 	

	 2. Obstetrician. (abbr.)
	 3. For as many as are ___ 	
		  by the Spirit. (Rom. 8:14)
	 4. As ___, and behold we
	     live. (2 Cor. 6:9)
	 6. ___ said to Jacob, 	
		  “Feed me.” (Gen. 25:30)
	 7. Lead them unto ___
	     fountains of waters.
	     (Rev. 7:17)
	 8. And ___ repented the
	     Lord that He had made
	     man. (Gen. 6:6)
	 9. ___ thou not the
	     oppressor. (Prov. 3:31)
10. Roseanna’s nickname.
14. Jesus ___. (John 11:35)
16. None is ___, save one.
	     (Luke 18:19)
24. Adah bore to Esau ___.
	     (Gen. 36:4)
25. Have ___ their robes.
	     (Rev. 7:14)
27. Doctor of Arts. (abbr.)
29. Unto all and upon all 	
		  them that ___. 
		  (Rom. 3:22)
30. That they all may be 	
		  ___. (John 17:21)

	     circle to its diameter.
32. Whom Sarah bore to 	
	     him, ___. (Gen. 21:3) 
35. Prefix meaning “in.”
36. Purple Heart. (abbr.)
37. Bachelor of Arts. 	
		  (abbr.)
38. Unto one he gave five 	
		  ___. (Matt. 25:15)
40. ___ that hath an ear.
	     (Rev. 2:7)
41. Alabama. (abbr.)
42. Not happy.
43. Football defensive
	     lineman. (abbr.)
44. They were not afraid of
	     the king’s ___. 
		  (Heb. 11:23)
47. Belly button.
48. The ___ of all evil.
	     (1 Tim. 6:10)
49. Emergency Medical
	     Service. (abbr.)
50. The ___ of joy for
	     mourning. (Isa. 61:3)

Down
	 1. There is therefore now 	
		  no ___. (Rom. 8:1)

31. Delivered it from the ___
	     of corruption. (Isa. 38:17)
33. Whose name in the
	     Hebrew tongue is ___.
	     (Rev. 9:11)
34. I will ___ on the name of
	     the Lord. (1 Kings 18:24)
39. In His hands the print of
	     the ___. (John 20:25) 
45. Democrat. (abbr.)
46. How thee ___ tables of
	      stone. (Deut. 10:1)
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Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours 
Alive

Thom S. Rainer. Nashville. B&H Publishing, 2014. 102 
pp. (Hardback).

We all know of churches that have dwindled in mem-
bership until they finally closed their doors and we 

know of those that are now on the verge of dying. How sad 
to see a once-thriving church gasping for breath as it heads 
for extinction.

Thom S. Rainer, president and CEO of LifeWay Christian 
Resources, wrote “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” from 
what he has learned in 25 years of working with churches 
that were on a downward trajectory. Rainer first details the 
signs of decline in churches, citing things like refusing to 
look like the community, living on past glories and having 
no clear purpose. Obvious, 
right? Not always, apparently. 
Not to those who are en-
trenched in a dying church.

So what can be done to 
stop the decline? Rainer is not 
overly optimistic, pointing 
out that most churches that 
are well into a state of decline 
never recover. He offers a 
dozen actions to take depend-
ing on how sick a church is. 

The frightening estimate 
that as many as 150,000 
churches in this county are in 
danger should be enough to 
send church staff and church 
members scrambling for a 
solution. Rainer offers solutions but acknowledges the at-
titudes and actions that allowed the decline to begin in the 
first place are likely to keep needed changes from taking 
place. 

A Woman Seeking God: 
Discover God in the Places 
of Your Life

Dorothy Kelley Patterson. Nashville. B&H Publishing, 
2013. 213 pp. (Paperback).

Dorothy Kelley Patterson, professor of theology for 
women’s studies at Southwestern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, and wife of seminary 
president Paige Patterson, 
has written several books 
aimed at helping women 
in their Christian growth. 
The last one I reviewed, 
“A Christian Homemaker’s 
Handbook,” was basically a 
how-to. This one seems to 
be more of a “why-to.” 

When you see Dorothy 
Patterson’s name on a book, 
you probably have an idea 
what to expect — something 
articulately and intelligently 
written, heavily reliant on 
Scripture and uber conserva-
tive in approach. That de-
scribes this devotional book 
well.

Many women struggle with the issue of biblical 
womanhood, sometimes chafing at the restrictions put 
on our gender. Dorothy Patterson would not call them 
restrictions at all. She is clearly comfortable in her role, 
describing herself as an ‘old-fashioned evangelical’ with 
master’s and doctor’s degrees and advocating a theologi-
cal education for women. 

The book is not a diatribe and it is not argumentative. 
Instead Patterson simply uses the Scriptures and her 
personal experiences to encourage, instruct and guide 
women in their “personal life, in the home, in celebra-

tions and in service to God and country” — the places of 
their lives.

Big Doors Swing on Small 
Hinges: A Little Word Can 
Make a Big Difference

Roger D. Mardis. Bloomington, Ind. WestBow Press, 
2014. 161 pp. (Paperback).

Ever notice how often the Bible uses the word “but”? 
According to author Roger D. Mardis, pastor of Agape 

Baptist Church, Scottsboro, the little conjunction is the 
hinge that many passages in the Bible turn on, indicating a 
change — like Solomon, who ceased to follow the Lord — 
or a contrast — like Noah, who was the only one among the 
people on earth at that time 
who found favor with God. 

The book is divided into 
31 short chapters intended 
for use as daily readings. 
Each chapter introduces a 
situation and explains the 
“but,” then the author turns 
around and faces the reader, 
asking convicting questions 
and pointing out issues in 
our own lives that need to be 
addressed. Entertaining and 
engaging as well as convict-
ing, the book is beautifully 
illustrated by Carol Caudle 
with drawings of famous 
doors from Washington to 
Florence, Italy. 

After I read this book I did a search through the Bible on 
my iPad for the “buts” and scrolled and scrolled, finally giv-
ing up without counting them all. Mardis only used 31 of 
them to include in his book. Maybe there will be a sequel. I 
hope so.

reviewsMedia BOOKS

If you have a book or CD you would like reviewed, mail a copy to: P.O. Box 1504, Hartselle, AL 35640.

PHILLIPS, CRAIG 
AND DEAN
Above It All
Fair Trade Services

F ourteen albums over 
two decades, including 

one of only seven RIAA 
certified gold singles in 
Christian music history, 
23 No. 1 singles, three 
Gospel Music Association 
Dove Awards, 3 million 
units sold — all the while 
serving as full-time pas-
tors — trio Phillips, Craig 
and Dean have to be in the lead for the 
overachiever’s award in Christian mu-
sic. Their new project, “Above It All,” 
may not produce another mega-hit 
like “Revelation Song,” but it certainly 

stands as another impressive effort in 
their 23-year career.

One of the record’s best is the upbeat 
“If Not for Grace,” co-written by Dean, 
his son, Devin, and Jennie Lee Riddle, 

who wrote “Revelation 
Song.” “High Above It All” 
is another outstanding song 
and the inspiration for the 
record’s title. There’s not 
a bad song in the bunch, 
which says a lot after 14 
records.

Many longtime fans will 
buy this latest CD just to 
continue their collection of 

PC&D records without a gap. While I 
agree with that logic the moving, faith-
based message of this new effort is a 
much better reason to get the album, 
which released Nov. 10. 

Let’s hope there’s at least another 
twenty years in these guys.

LAUREN DAIGLE
How Can It Be
Centricity Music

Lauren Daigle’s Centric-
ity Music debut, released 

Sept. 16, has been making a 
lot of noise in Christian radio 
with both a top 20 hit and by 
garnering iTune’s No. 4 spot. 
“How Can It Be” is a perfect 
example of the instant suc-
cess that sometimes follows a 
dizzying amount of work and 
preparation.

After a debilitating virus caused a two-
year absence from high school, Daigle 
fought back. She completed a year and a 
half of classwork in six months of charter 

school, spent a year in Brazil doing 
missions work, pursued a degree at 
Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge, led worship at her church and 
made a run at American Idol, all while 
honing her songwriting and perfor-

mance skills. It’s a little 
wonder that Centricity 
Music noticed her and pro-
duced her Christmas an-
them, “Light of the World” 
that led to her debut proj-
ect on their label.

I can best describe 
the music as “weighty,” 
buoyed by Daigle’s strong 
and earthy vocal style. 

Good writing, top notch production and 
Daigle’s enormous talent combine to 
create one of the most impressive debut 
projects I’ve heard in a long time.

By Rick Sharp, The Alabama Baptist

By Martine Sharp, The Alabama Baptist

MUSIC
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Sudanese human rights defender without a home
GENEINA, Sudan — A Sudanese father of two who once 

worked as a human rights defender now lives in a refugee camp 
after surviving an attempt to end his life by Islamic extremists.

Before Ibrahim Ismaeil Ibrahim, 34, left Islam and dared to 
criticize the religion he worked as a writer and human rights 
defender in Darfur Region’s state of West Darfur for the Sudan 
Contemporary Center for Studies and Development. As he 
chronicled human rights violations by Islamic extremists, he 
became disillusioned with the religion and put his faith in Jesus 
Christ, he said.

At his home in the West Darfur capital of Geneina in January 
2013, Ibrahim, his wife and two young children were unhurt in 
the late-night attack by what he believes was one of the Islamic 
extremists threatening him.

His employer contacted Front Line Defenders, an organiza-
tion dedicated to assisting human rights defenders, especially 
those in danger. The group provided him funds for an airline 
ticket to Cairo, Egypt, from Khartoum, Sudan, and accommo-
dation for three months, he said.

He rejoined his wife, 7-year-old son and 5-year-old daughter 
in Chad. Eventually the reunited family traveled to another 
country in Africa, undisclosed for security reasons, where they 
live as refugees at a United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees camp.

Bans on Christian activity in India escalate into violence
CHHATTISGARH, India — Recent attacks on Christians 

in India’s Chhattisgarh state Oct. 25 and earlier in the month 
have raised suspicion that local officials are collaborating with 
Hindu extremists, church leaders said.

Local officials summoned area Christians to an Oct. 25 
meeting in Madota village, Bastar District, on the pretext of 
resolving conflict over bans in the district on missionaries and 
non-Hindu religious activity. Dozens of villages in the district 
passed such bans earlier in 2014.

Christians in Madota village gathered at the designated spot 
all day, but nobody turned up, church leaders said. Armed 
Hindu extremists wearing saffron bands arrived in the evening, 
accused the Christians of converting Hindus and beat more than 
15 of them. Twelve were taken to hospitals for treatment, in-
cluding seven who were seriously injured, church leaders said.

Arun Pannalal, president of the Chhattisgarh Christian Fo-
rum, said, “The district authorities, along with some right-wing 
elements, are also pressuring us to withdraw the petition filed 
in the high court against the ban on the entry of non-Hindu mis-
sionaries in Bastar. Now our writ is pending in the high court. 
We see this latest attack as a pressure tactic.” 

C
ommanded from mosque loud-
speakers, a Muslim throng in Pun-
jab Province of Pakistan killed a 
Christian couple Nov. 4 after a co-
worker accused the pregnant wife 
of defiling the Quran, sources said.   

Living on the premises of the brick kiln where 
she worked in Chak 59 village near Kot Radha 
Kishan, Karur District, about 37 miles southwest 
of Lahore, Shama Bibi was beaten to death before 
the enraged mob threw her body into the kiln, a 
relative said. The 28-year-
old mother of four was five 
months pregnant.   

A relative said her hus-
band, Shahzad Masih, also 
was beaten but was still 
alive when he was thrown 
into the kiln with his wife’s 
body. He was 32.   

On Nov. 2, Shama was 
cleaning her quarters when 
she found amulets of her 
late father-in-law, who had 
used them to practice black 
magic.   

“Shama burned the amu-
lets and some other related 
material, assuming this 
was the best way to get rid 
of ‘evil stuff,’ ” the rela-
tive said. “She later threw 
the ashes on a garbage 
heap outside their quarters 
when Muhammad Irfan, a 
Muslim co-worker, noticed 
some half-burnt pieces of 
paper from the amulets and 
raised a clamor, claiming 
that Shahzad’s family had 
desecrated Quranic pages.”   

On Nov. 3, announce-
ments emanated from vil-
lage mosques calling on 
“all faithful” to take notice 
of the alleged blasphemy 
committed by Shama. 
The announcements panicked the five Christian 
brothers of Masih — who also worked at the kiln 
— and their families, but Chaudhry Yousaf Gujjar, 
the kiln’s Muslim owner, assured them he would 
handle the situation.   

Mob attack
“At around 7 a.m. on Nov. 4, a mob of about 

3,000–4,000 people, most of whom were armed 
with batons and sharp-edged weapons, started 
gathering around the brick kiln,” the relative said, 
based on information from another relative who 
witnessed the entire crime. “The kiln’s manager, 
Muhammad Akram, asked the couple to hide in a 
room next to the office and told them to lock the 
door from the inside while he put a padlock on the 
outside. Sensing the imminent danger to their lives, 
Shahzad’s brothers and all male children fled the 
kiln, leaving behind the women and little children 
in the quarters thinking the mob, which was baying 
for the blood of Shahzad and his wife, would not 
hurt them.”   

The mob forced their way into the quarters and 
started searching for the couple. Unable to locate 
them, the crowd rushed toward the office and de-
manded that the manager reveal their whereabouts.   

“We are not sure if Akram gave away the couple, 
but according to [the other relative], the mob broke 
into the room and then dragged both of them out 
to the courtyard,” the relative said. “The mob then 
mercilessly beat up Shama and Shahzad, using 
fists, kicks and batons at will. [The other rela-
tive] said Shama was already dead by the time 

the Islamist zealots had 
thrown her body into the 
kiln. Shahzad was still alive 
when he was shoved into 
the fire.”   

The couple is survived by 
two boys and two girls, the 
eldest son being 7 years old.   

Soon after news broke 
in local media, large police 
contingents were deployed 
in the area to prevent fur-
ther bloodshed.   

Punjab Chief Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif formed a 
three-member committee to 
expedite the investigation 
of the killings and ordered 
police to beef up security in 
Christian neighborhoods in 
the province.   

Kasur District police offi-
cer Capt. Jawad Qamar said 
a case had been registered 
against at least 2,000 “un-
identified people” for the 
murders and investigations 
were continuing. He also 
said that police had arrested 
48 people.   

The police official’s 
claims could not be inde-
pendently verified despite 
repeated efforts.   

Police filed a First In-
formation Report (FIR) on its own accord, even 
though the aggrieved family was determined to file 
a formal complaint into the killings of their loved 
ones. Sources in the Punjab Inspector General of 
Police office said the government did not want the 
family to become the complainant in the case as it 
would keep media focused on developments and 
cause “global embarrassment” to the government 
of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, whose three terms 
in office have been tainted with extreme violence 
against non-Muslims, particularly Christians.   

The relative of the deceased and Christian rights 
advocates criticized the police’s registration of the 
FIR and the hasty manner in which the remains 
were buried without informing the family, alleg-
edly on the counsel of a politician.   

“We weren’t even told about the funerals. How 
can a politician approve the funeral of my [relative] 
without even seeking my permission?” the source 
said, adding that the family had decided to chal-
lenge the government’s decision to register a case 
on its own. (MSN)

MSN photo

Pakistani Christian Shahzad Masih (right) 
and his pregnant wife, Shama Bibi, were 

killed by an Islamist mob Nov. 4.

Islamist mob kills Christian couple accused of ‘blasphemy’

Extreme
violence

Pray for Pakistan
As Christians in Pakistan 

continue to face harsh 
persecution and even death 
because of their faith, an Open 
Doors representative living in 
Pakistan submitted the follow-
ing prayer requests: 
4“Raise up prayer for 

Pakistan at this time, particu-
larly the Church in Pakistan, 
still dazed in some ways from 
the shock and pain of what 
happened with Shama Bibi 
and Shahzad Masih, the cou-
ple beaten and burnt on allega-
tions of desecrating the Quran 
(see story this page).” 
4“Pray for Aasiya Bibi 

who is more at risk at this 

time. There is grave concern 
over the impact of this in-
cident on her safety in her 
prison cell. Aasiya Bibi was 
imprisoned in 2009 after being 
accused of blaspheming the 
Islamic prophet Muhammad.”
4“Pray for Shama and 

Shahzad’s family members 
who we are working with and 
providing pastoral care to as 
they are raw with pain at this 
time.”

For more information about 
Open Doors, a group that 
raises awareness about the 
persecuted church, visit www.
opendoors.org. (TAB, Open-
Doors)


