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World Changers volunteers from across US serve at 86 worksites in Alabama
By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

A big smile stretched 
across Jay Murphy’s 
face as sweat beaded 
on his forehead, the 

Alabama sun baking him and the 
teenagers carrying lumber back and 
forth behind him.

“It’s hot, and I like my climate 
control,” he said with a laugh.

But despite appearances, the heat 
wasn’t the thing that “got him” 
that week as he worked on a World 
Changers crew in Birmingham in 
mid-July. Was it hot? Yes. Was it 
hard work? Absolutely.

But for Murphy, the thing that 
overwhelmed him was — Jesus.

‘Jesus immersion’
“This has been like Jesus immer-

sion,” said Murphy, of Staunton, 
Virginia, who served as a World 
Changers crew chief. “You try 

to soak it all in. You hear about 
people taking a trip to South 
America to immerse themselves 
in the language, but for us, this is 
like immersion in Jesus, which is 
pretty cool.”

Christ was all 
around them, he 
said, as the group 
of about 20 stu-
dents and adults 
from Virginia, 
Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, 
Maryland and 
Washington 
State worked 
on a house in 
southwest Bir-
mingham. They 
worked from sunup to sundown, 
then cleaned up and had worship 
at night, got up and had worship 
in the morning too and then did it 
all over again.

And so did teams on 85 other 
worksites in Alabama as students 
and adults from across the nation 
descended on Birmingham, Flor-
ence and Tuscaloosa, freshening 

up paint, work-
ing on roofs and 
building decks 
and wheelchair 
ramps.

“It’s Jesus 
all week,” said 
Logan Chappell, 
a student from 
Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, 
who worked 
on the site with 
Murphy.

Morgan Hope, 
also from Spartanburg, agreed. 
“As World Changers, we enjoy the 
work and get to minister to people 
all over,” she said. “For some 
people, offering to help them 

with something they need meets 
a physical need and can lead to 
meeting a spiritual need.”

It paves the way to share the 
love of Christ, Hope said.

And it’s such a great open door 
to the gospel that Birmingham 
Baptists keep it going year-round 
through the Metro Changers min-
istry, said Butch Henderson, exec-
utive director of Metro Changers.

“With Birmingham having 
nearly a 30 percent poverty level, 
there’s a lot of need that’s out 
there,” he said. “Christians need 
to be aware of how many homes 
are in disarray and how many 
people are living in unsafe envi-
ronments.”

As the hands and feet of Christ, 
churches can help by painting or 
roofing a house or making it hand-
icap accessible, “then go back and 
minister to that particular family

(See ‘Jesus,’ page 3)

Change
world
— the —

Logan Chappell (front), a student from Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, paints a house in southwest Bir-

mingham as part of a World Changers project July 
21–24. Morgan Hope (back), also of Spartanburg, 

says she enjoys the work through World Changers 
and the ability to ‘minister to people all over.’ 
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This morning Alex woke up in a safe, car-
ing place. It is the only safe place he has 
ever experienced. Drugs and violence 

tore his family apart, aging him beyond his ten-
der childhood years. 

Thankfully the Alabama Baptist Children’s 
Homes & Family Ministries (ABCH) was there 
to offer a helping hand. Alex is safe now. Dur-
ing the course of the last year of record, ABCH 
cared for 164 children like Alex on its campuses 
and group homes across the state. In addition, 
263 children found homes with Christian foster 
parents. These parents demonstrate Christ’s love 
to boys and girls, many of whom, like Alex, 
have never seen self-giving love. 

At another site a homeless mother and her 
children have a safe, clean living space that will 
be theirs for a few weeks, another ministry of 
ABCH. Last year 105 homeless mothers and 
their children found a safe place to live through 
this Alabama Baptist ministry.

This week summer camps are filled with boys 
and girls from Alabama Baptist churches learn-
ing about missions as a lifestyle. Last year more 
than 400 boys participated in Royal Ambassa-
dor (RA) camps and other RA events in August 
alone. At WorldSong Missions Place, a camp 
owned by Alabama Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU), more than 600 girls interacted with 
missionaries and learned about sharing Christ at 
summer missions camps. 

It is a busy time at Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center in Talladega too. More than 
20,000 people attend events at Shocco every 
summer. Last year’s number was 21,104. Some 
come for church camps. Others come for camps 
like the camp for the deaf sponsored by the Ala-
bama Baptist State Board of Missions (SBOM). 
Last year the camp for the deaf attracted 87 
campers and 27 of them made professions of 
faith. 

Thousands of decisions
All together more than 1,100 decisions for 

Christ were recorded from summer activities at 
the Alabama Baptist-sponsored conference cen-
ter last year. 

Few people now recall February’s Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) training events but as sum-
mer ends and VBS reports are compiled, state 
missionaries remember their investment in the 
conferences. It was the first step in the VBS 
process. Alabama has the most extensive VBS 
training program among Southern Baptists and 

it works. VBS is the state’s largest evangelistic 
outreach with more than 7,400 professions of 
faith reported last year. 

Colleges and schools will soon open and 
Baptist campus ministers are eager to welcome 
students back to campus. The 16 Baptist campus 
ministers serving the state’s four-year schools 
enlisted 40,086 students in various programs 
last year. More than 2,500 college students were 
involved in weekly Bible studies led by campus 
ministers with 234 professions of faith.

Christian education
Through Alabama Baptist-sponsored missions 

programs 1,807 college students served as stu-
dent missionaries and the Lord used their collec-
tive efforts to lead 170 people to personal faith. 

Alabama Baptist-related schools — Samford 
University, the University of Mobile (UMo-
bile) and Judson College — will welcome 
about 8,000 students combined. In each place, 
students will find an environment emphasiz-
ing learning and faith. In addition to things like 
Bible courses, chapel and dorm Bible studies, 
Christian service is stressed. Last year Sam-
ford students participated in missions efforts 
in 10 states and 40 foreign countries. UMobile 
sponsored 16 missions trips and did more than 
22,000 hours of service locally. More than 85 
percent of Judson’s students served in various 
Perry County ministries. 

Reaching international students is another 
goal of Alabama Baptists. One work involves an 
International Friends Retreat, which drew 100 
participants from five countries. The retreat al-
lows participants to build relationships and to 
present the gospel in relaxed circumstances. 

English as a Second Language (ESL) and lit-
eracy work are other tools. Last year Alabama 
Baptists trained 70 new workers in ESL and 65 
were trained for literacy work. The Bible and 
other Christian literature are taught as people 
learn English and learn to read.

The yellow shirts of Alabama Baptists’ di-
saster relief work are well known. Last year 
Alabama volunteers provided 15,180 days of di-
saster relief service. Every project is an attempt 
to communicate God’s love through the love and 

Comment
Happening in Alabama

service of volunteers. Because the need is ongo-
ing, so are efforts to recruit and train volunteers 
— a necessity before one can wear the yellow 
shirt. Last year Alabama Baptists trained 656 
new volunteers. 

Alabama’s shifting population makes new 
church plants necessary. New churches are 
needed to serve the new housing developments 
in different parts of the state. New churches also 
are needed to reach the changing makeup of the 
state’s population. One study said Alabama Bap-
tists worship in 20 languages each week. 

The state’s goal is to plant 220 intentional 
church starts by 2020, and Alabama Baptists 
have already funded 50 of those. 

Altogether more than 20,000 church workers 
will be trained in programs led by state mission-
aries this year. They will be Sunday School of-
ficers and teachers, discipleship workers, Bible 
Drill leaders, family ministry resource person-
nel and more. Their training will be reflected in 
thousands of churches through better teaching, 
better leading and better service. 

Thousands of children will participate in Bi-
ble Drill competitions. Hundreds of youth will 
celebrate their faith at youth evangelism confer-
ences. Churches and associations will be part-
nered with International Mission Board (IMB) 
affinity groups to work alongside IMB mission-
aries. Missions team leaders will be trained in 
safety and security. 

Training, care
State missionaries will work with hundreds of 

churches providing guidance in pastoral transi-
tions, advising about technology needs, helping 
churches work through conflict that has esca-
lated to dangerous proportions and providing 
resources for church constitutions, bylaws and 
policies to help churches run smoothly and to 
minimize risk in today’s society. The list goes 
on and on.

Almost countless are the hours state mission-
aries will spend in visits, calls and conversa-
tions with pastors, staff members and church 
leaders all toward one goal — meeting the 
needs of the 3,286 local Baptist churches in 
Alabama. 

Missions is happening in Alabama. Missions 
never stops. It is 24/7. It is evangelism. It is 
ministry. It is Christian education. It is church 
planting. It is strengthening churches and grow-
ing Christian disciples. Missions in Alabama 
involves every Baptist entity and every area of 
SBOM. 

Your Cooperative Program (CP) gifts make it 
possible. When you give to missions through the 
CP you are helping share Christ locally through 
your church, across Alabama through your state 
convention and around the world through pro-
grams of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Thoughts
By Bob Terry

Congratulations
Dr. Terry

on 20 years as The Alabama Baptist’s editor
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“If ye continue in My word, then 
... ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” 

John 8:31–32
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(continued from page 1) 
or person as long as they want to,” Hender-
son said.

And they can focus on ministry and let 
Metro Changers do the behind-the-scenes 
legwork, he said.

Through a close relationship with Bir-
mingham’s development office, Metro 
Changers chooses projects based on the 
homeowner applications given to the city.

Then they purchase the supplies for the 
project and the city reimburses them, Hen-
derson said.

“This whole ministry comes at no cost to 
the church — only their time,” he said.

Metro Changers has been 
working alongside World 
Changers for eight years, 
preparing the plans and 
materials before the teams 
arrive on the ground.

It’s been a rewarding 
partnership, Henderson 
said.

But churches can do the same kind of 
project through Metro Changers at any other 

time of year too, Henderson said. Since 
2007 the ministry has facilitated work on 

more than 1,300 homes, 
impacted more than 2,500 
people and seen the gospel 
shared countless times.

“It’s really an astonishing 
thing to sit back and watch 
how homeowners react to 
volunteers,” he said. “It’s 
hard to put into words, 

but it’s really amazing to watch what God 
does.” 

For more 
information, 
visit www.

metrochangers.org.

Photo by Neisha Roberts

World Changers team members, led by crew chief Jay Murphy (right), work  
together on the deck of a southwest Birmingham home July 23. 

Birmingham’s Metro Changers works behind-the-scenes for World Changers

“With Birmingham having 

nearly a 30 percent 

poverty level, there’s a lot 

of need that’s out there. 

Christians need to be 

aware of how many homes 

are in disarray and how 

many people are living in 

unsafe environments.”

Butch Henderson
executive director
Metro Changers

‘Jesus week’all 

Baptists react to Boy Scouts lifting ban on gay leaders
The Boy Scouts of America’s (BSA) 

executive board voted July 27 to lift 
the Scouts’ national ban on gay adult lead-
ers and employees — a move Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) President Ron-
nie Floyd said may hasten the exodus of 
Southern Baptists from Scouting.

“Sadly and regrettably, I believe 
churches who stand on the biblical ethic of 
sexuality will have to cease their sponsor-
ship and involvement in the Boy Scouts of 
America,” Floyd said. “I also believe it is 
important that everyone understands that in 
reality it is the Boy Scouts of America that 
is walking away from their historic heri-
tage that has been embraced by the vast 
majority of Americans.”

The BSA executive board approved the 
policy change by a 79-percent majority, 
the Scouts’ website reported. BSA will 
continue to allow troops chartered by reli-
gious organizations to exclude gays from 

volunteer leadership positions if homosexual 
behavior is incompatible with chartering orga-
nizations’ religious beliefs.

One Baptist leader told The Washington 
Post that concession may only be temporary, 
and churches could be forced eventually to ac-
cept homosexual leaders. 

What might come next
Roger S. Oldham, the SBC Executive Com-

mittee’s (EC) vice president for convention 
communications and relations, said, “The 
next step, which may be a year or two down 
the road, seems obvious to us.” Groups with 
Christian convictions, he said, “are being 
put into a situation where they have to either 
compromise their conviction or choose to 
leave. And for those for whom biblical sexual 
morality is a conviction, they have no alterna-
tive.”

Legal analysts disagree on whether church-
chartered troops could be liable to discrimina-

tion lawsuits for denying leadership posi-
tions to open homosexuals.

EC President Frank S. Page said the 
Scouts’ latest decision represents a disap-
pointing turn from their heritage of charac-
ter and faith.

“The Boy Scouts used to instill prin-
cipled courage and resolute character in its 
members,” Page said in written comments. 
“Under pressure to conform to political 
correctness, courage withered. It deeply 
saddens us to see the white flag of surren-
der flapping in the morning breeze.”

The Los Angeles Times reported a 13 
percent decline in Scouting enrollment 
since 2013, when BSA began loosening its 
policies regarding homosexual member-
ship. The Mormon Church, which spon-
sors more Boy Scout troops than any other 
organization, is considering starting its 
own version of the Boy Scouts, according 
to TIME. (BP, RNS)



Page 4 / The Alabama Baptist / august 6, 2015

Someone You
Should Know

Henry Criswell

By Leigh Pritchett, Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Moffett Road Baptist Church, Mobile 
Mobile Baptist Association

Favorite Verse:  John 3:16

Favorite Hymn:  “The Old 
Rugged Cross”

Hobbies:  Reading history and 
ministering through church 
activities

Family Status:  Widower for 
four years after 54 years of marriage to wife, Winnie; 
daughter, Susan Baker; two grandchildren (one living; 
one deceased); one great-granddaughter

Through the years, Henry 
Criswell, of Mobile, has 

purchased more than 70 
home-baked cakes to provide 
for families in grief and for 
bereavement meals. It is one 
of the ways the 83-year-old 
strives to show the love of Je-
sus to others. He also is a dea-
con, Sunday School teacher, 
assistant to the leader of the 
Celebrate Recovery program 
at his church and a member 
of the senior choir, sanctuary 
choir and counting committee. 
He also is a member of the 
church’s Adults on Mission 
group. Criswell retired 26 
years ago after a 34-year ca-
reer at Scott Paper Co. He is 
a Navy veteran, having served 
during the Korean War.

Q: What influences in your 
life pointed you to Christ at 
the beginning of your faith 
journey?

A: It was my wife. She was 
going to church when I met 
her. I was not raised in a Chris-
tian home. [She was] going to 
a Baptist church here in Mo-
bile and I followed her there. 
Through the ministry there, the 
pastor and visiting evangelist 
came to my home. When they 
came to talk to me about it 
all, that was when I accepted 
Christ. I was 33, the same age 
as Christ when He ascended. 

Q: When and how were 
you led into your ministry 
work?

A: By the need that I was 
told about and by the needs 
that I saw. And also being led 
by Christ. Even in (military) 
service, I was led into leader-
ship roles. When I was asked, 
I could not say no to anything 
related to the church. I just feel 

good about it and want to con-
tinue it as long as I can.

Q: What does your minis-
try work demand?

A: Time, of course, and 
preparation for teaching. Con-
tinuing to read the Bible for 
my comfort and leadership. I 
feel the desire to do it. I have 
a great time alone just prepar-
ing for teaching. It has become 
secondhand to me to do that. 

Q: What do you get from 
your ministry work?

A: Knowing that I am doing 
the will of the Lord in my life. 
I get a comfort from that. That 
comes from God, although 
you get words of encourage-
ment and thankfulness from 
members.

Q: How do you see your-
self involved in this in the 
future?

A: I would be happy to do 
everything that I’m doing as 
long as it’s needed and as long 
as I’m able to do it. 

Q: What difference will 
this ministry work make for 
you in the future?

A: A continuation of the 
fruit of the Spirit in my life 
in the church. He gives it and 
never takes it away.

Q: What difference has Je-
sus Christ made in your life?

A: Everything. I was suc-
cessful before I knew Christ in 
the job that I had. (Coming to 
know Jesus as Savior) changed 
my way of thinking about us-
ing money, how I should relate 
to other people, on and on. He 
opens up new horizons in life 
as long as you want to please 
God and live by His Spirit.

criswell

Sulphur Springs Baptist Church, Trussville, held a ‘shredding the mortgage’ ceremony 
June 28 as they celebrated paying off their $700,000 note in 14 years and two months. 
Pictured are (left to right): Buddy Sewell, deacon vice chair; Rip Newton, deacon; Mar-
garet Sims, church member; Mike Roper Sr., deacon; and Bobby Shipp, pastor. 

Sulphur Springs Church ‘shreds the mortgage’

Photo courtesy of Sulphur Springs Baptist Church, Trussville

Texas Supreme Court makes rare move in favor of pastors 
The Texas Supreme Court has directed the 

Houston city council to abide by its own 
charter and repeal the controversial Equal 

Rights Ordinance or put it up to a citywide vote this 
November. The city has until Aug. 24 to comply or 
be compelled to do so by the high court.

In a rare move, the Texas Supreme Court condi-
tionally granted a writ of mandamus stating “the 
legislative power reserved to the people of Houston 
is not being honored.” In 2014, Mayor Annise Parker 
and then-city attorney Dave Feldman declared “in-
valid” a referendum to repeal the controversial city 
ordinance. Petitioners — a racially and politically 
diverse group of pastors and civic leaders — sued, 
alleging the mayor and attorney manufactured sig-
nature requirements in order to defy the city charter 
mandates. The court agreed with the petitioners July 
24, stating the city secretary, not the city council, is 
obligated to evaluate petitions.

Enforcement of the ordinance is suspended.
“Simply put, the city secretary’s certification 

started the process outlined in the Charter for recon-
sidering ordinances following a referendum petition, 
invoking the council’s ministerial duty to carry out 
its obligations,” the court wrote.

That is what Andy Taylor, attorney for the pastors’ 
coalition, has said all along.

“The only person who calls balls and strikes is 
[city secretary] Anna Russell,” Taylor told the South-
ern Baptist TEXAN. “They can’t ignore her and force 
us to sue.”

In a statement released July 24, Parker wrote, 
“Obviously I am disappointed and believe the court 
is in error with this 11th hour ruling in a case that 
had already been decided by a judge and jury of 
citizens.”

At issue was the “validity” of petition signatures 
— those of the signers and the circulators. Attorneys 
for the city argued in court in February the signatures 
did not meet a prescribed standard and therefore in-
validated the petition. Taylor countered that the city 
created the standards in an effort to keep in force an 
ordinance the mayor called “deeply personal.”

The jury and judge disagreed, and the plaintiffs 
lost the initial trial. The coalition appealed to the 
Texas 14th Court of Appeals. And with a mid-
August deadline for placing the referendum on the 
city ballot, plaintiffs asked for an expedited hearing. 
Their request was denied, and the appeal was put on 
the normative months-long track for a hearing. That 
would have put any ballot measure off until 2017.

‘Special rights’ for LGBT
Dave Welch, executive director of the Houston 

Area Pastors Council, the group that spearheaded the 
petition drive, was grateful for the mandamus ruling. 
The coalition charged the Equal Rights Ordinance 
created “special rights” for Houston’s LGBT (les-
bian, gay, bisexual or transgender) community at the 
risk of compromising the constitutional rights afford-
ed citizens, especially people of faith. The ordinance 
also permits citizens to use the public bathroom of 
the gender with which they identify. 

The referendum garnered 55,000 signatures. Of 
those, Russell certified 17,846 — more than enough 
to send the ordinance back to the city council for 
repeal or vote by the citizens. If the city fails to act 
according to its City Charter, the writ of mandamus 
will be issued, forcing the city to comply.

“We fought for the right to vote and we look for-
ward to that challenge,” Welch said. “It’s time for the 
Church to act.” (BP) 

‘Time for the
Church to act’
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By Pastor Jesse Reeder
Moulton Baptist Church

A masterpiece is an amazing 
work of art created by a 
master artisan. “For we are 

His workmanship created in Christ 
Jesus for good works” (Eph. 2:10). 
God is the Master who is recreating 

each believer into a masterpiece in Jesus.
A masterpiece also is unique. There is 

only one “Lord’s Supper,” “David,” “Mona 
Lisa” and other such artistic works. Their 
uniqueness is what makes them so valu-
able. We know we all have different talents 
and abilities and the Bible says we also 
have different spiritual gifts. Paul uses the 

illustration of the human body to empha-
size the different but important function of 
each person in the family of God.

As leaders we are called to serve God 
and help Him in His work of creating 
masterpieces out of believers’ lives. We 
must remember that we are called only to 
assist the Master and He alone knows what 

the finished work will look like. So 
many times, good-intentioned lead-
ers can hinder this process by trying 
to influence the masterpiece to be-
come what they think it should be. 

Remember our job is to encour-
age believers to discover and be-
come who God wants them to be. 

c r e a t i n g  m a s t e r p i e c e s

Chatom-area Baptists hold standing-room-only fashion show to combat human trafficking
By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

Sometimes really big ideas start in 
really simple ways.

That’s what happened the day 
God pricked Susan Wilcox Turn-

er’s ears while she was poking around in 
a furniture store in Montgomery.

“A woman with an accent that sounded 
Russian or eastern European started help-
ing me,” Turner said.

So Turner decided to try out the few 
Russian words in her arsenal, words 
picked up on a recent Woman’s Mission-
ary Union (WMU) trip to Russia.

She had no idea where that connection 
would lead.

The woman, she discovered, was from 
Moldova and an international representa-
tive for Stella’s Voice, an organization 
that aims to protect Moldova’s orphans 
from human trafficking.

Addressing an urgent need
“She was the second person God put 

in my path in a very short period of time 
who was involved in fighting human traf-
ficking,” Turner said. “And when God 
hits you over the head with something, 
you have to listen.”

She did.
And listening set her on a path that led 

to putting on a huge, packed-out event 
that drew in more than $5,000 to fight hu-
man trafficking.

She and others called it Fashion With 
a Cause, and on June 6, it was standing-
room only as women took to the runaway 
and shared stories of the urgent need to 
protect young women worldwide.

How do a fashion show and the issue 
of human trafficking go together?

Turner, a member of Spring Hill Bap-
tist Church, Millry, said the whole idea 
was a “God thing.”

After her conversation in the furniture 
store she began researching how to fight 
human trafficking, and that led her to at-
tend the End it Alabama workshop held 
at First Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
earlier this year, where she met represen-
tatives from Hope Haven, another faith-
based organization working to combat 
human trafficking.

At the same time, Turner was going 
through the home of her late mother, 
Edith Wilcox, who had left behind boxes 
and boxes of 1950s dresses in pristine 
condition.

And suddenly one day the lightbulbs 
came on.

Alicia Atcheson, who works with Turn-
er, said they and others began to dream 
up an event that could build up young 
women and prevent them from being 
trafficked as well as raise funds to rescue 
girls who have already fallen victim to 
trafficking.

“We felt that combining the cause with 
a fashion show would not only entice 
a greater number of attendees but also 
serve as a platform to boost the self-
esteem of those involved,” said Atcheson, 
executive director of the Wilcox Founda-
tion and Gallery, which began with Edith 
Wilcox as its benefactor.

The idea quickly took off and got big-
ger and bigger, she said.

Educating the community
Working with Morrell Turner, a local 

fashion blogger and stylist, they put to-
gether a runway show involving Wilcox’s 
vintage couture pieces, formal gowns 
from Angela’s Formal Wear and several 
other pieces that highlighted the personal 
style of local teens.

About 60 models took part, and guest 
speakers used the opportunity to educate 
the packed house about trafficking and 

the ways traffickers target young women 
and men. 

The local police chief, for example, 
talked about what type of trafficking in-
cidents he had seen in the area and ways 
families could avoid the risks.

“The event helped the community 
learn about what trafficking looks like, 
how to protect themselves and what 
agencies are fighting it,” Atcheson said. 
“It was a great way to bring out teenag-
ers and their parents and have them as 
a captive audience to be able to educate 
them about this issue.”

Those who came to the event also saw 
“Chosen,” a 20-minute film that tells the 
story of a young woman who was being 

Photo by Terrence Adams Photography

Deborah Leigh Dixon (front), of 
Chatom Baptist Church, and 

Rebekah Jenks, of Tompkins Baptist 
Church, Grove Hill, participate in 

Fashion With a Cause. 

Fashion
Causewith a

ushered into human trafficking.
“It was the biggest educational piece 

of the night,” Atcheson said. “People 
were really moved by what they heard.”

Turner said the video walked view-
ers through practical red flags that teens 
should notice in their own lives and the 
lives of their friends.

“All through the story of the young 
girl, it talks about how her friends 
helped her hide things, like her boy-
friend who was buying her expensive 
gifts,” she said. “It brought up questions 
that should be asked — how is this guy 
never working? What did he want you 
to do? Where does he want you to go? 
It’s helping them know enough to ask 
questions and be a real friend to their 
friends.”

Altogether, the fashion show was a 
“pretty heavy event,” Turner said, and 
she believes it got a lot of people talking 
about hard issues.

The event was such a great success, 
she said, that the Wilcox Foundation and 
Gallery is already making plans for a 
second fashion show next year.

In all the event raised more than 
$5,000 for Hope Haven, Stella’s Voice 
and the WMU Foundation’s Hayes En-
dowment, which is used to fight human 
trafficking. 

‘If we could save one’
“Our heart’s cry was that if we could 

save one girl from trafficking, it was worth 
it,” Atcheson said.

Turner agreed.
“It’s all about Him and all for His glo-

ry,” she said. “If we can save one young 
girl, it’s a wonderful thing.”

For more information about Fashion 
With a Cause, visit www.wilcoxgallery.org/
events. For more information about Stella’s 
Voice, visit www.stellasvoice.org.
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A reverse mortgage testimony
By Bro. Max and Carolyn 
Youngblood, retired pastor and wife

After more than 50 wonderful 
years in the ministry in Alabama, 
Carolyn and I found ourselves with 
a mortgage with more than 20 
years left to pay. (Part 
of the reason for this 
comes from living in 
a pastorium for most 
of those years. Those 
years resulted in not 
having any equity in 
a home. Churches, if 
you are not already 
doing so, please con-
sider giving your staff a 
housing allowance.)

I had heard of Re-
verse Mortgages but did not think 
we would qualify since we had 
less than 50 percent equity in our 
home. After I saw Jimmy Dixon’s 
article in The Alabama Baptist I 
decided to give him a call. Jimmy 
came to our home and we had a 
great time of fellowship and gained 
a great deal of information on the 

subject. We were still 
skeptical but we com-
pleted an application. 

To shorten a long story, 
that was more than 5 

years ago, and we never left our 
home for any part of the process. 
We also received enough cash to 
do the things we need to do.

Carolyn and I highly recommend 
this to anyone 62 or over that could 

use this kind of help. It 
has been an answer to 
prayer for us.

A word from Jimmy: 
This past year we’ve 
seen several changes 
in the reverse mort-
gage world. In the last 
couple of months, 
FHA has made some 
changes but the re-
verse mortgage is 
still benefiting tens of 

thousands each year. If you didn’t 
qualify for a reverse before, per-
haps you do today, so please give 
me a call and I’ll be glad to run the 
numbers for you.

For a free brochure or more infor-
mation, call Jimmy Dixon direct at 
205-567-4800 or email jdixon@ 
mcgowinking.com. Like The Ala-
bama Baptist, Jimmy covers our 
state helping seniors improve the 
quality of their lives. He is a Sunday 
School teacher and deacon at Valley 
Creek Baptist Church, Hueytown.

NMLS 
#207518

— Paid Advertising —

Max and Carolyn

Evangelicals concerned about impact of nuclear deal
VIENNA, Austria — The nuclear deal struck by Iran and six 

world powers led by the United States has drawn criticism from 
evangelicals for its potential ill effects on Israel and persecuted 
Christians in the Persian nation.

The deal, which was announced July 14 in Vienna following 
20 months of negotiations, apparently does not include the re-
lease of American pastor Saeed Abedini from an Iranian prison.

Southern Baptist Convention President Ronnie Floyd said, 
“While still learning more about this deal made with Iran, I stand 
appalled that we would make any kind of deal that would not de-
mand the immediate release of the four Americans held hostage, 
including Pastor Saeed Abedini.” 

According to The New York Times, the deal requires Iran to 
maintain a 98-percent-reduced stockpile of low enriched ura-
nium for the next 15 years, reduce by two-thirds the number of 
centrifuges spinning at the nation’s primary enrichment center 
and continue to limit its acquisition of conventional weapons 
among other provisions. In exchange the U.S. will lift oil and 
financial sanctions on Iran. (BP)

LifeWay’s offer on new 1.5 acre location accepted
NASHVILLE — LifeWay Christian Resources’ offer to pur-

chase 1.5 acres in downtown Nashville for a new office building 
has been accepted, according to an announcement July 21.

The city’s Metro Development and Housing Agency, which 
owns the property, unanimously approved sale of the site for 
$12.7 million, with a tax incentive of $4.9 million that can fund 
specific aspects of the construction, effectively reducing the pur-
chase cost to less than $8 million.

Meanwhile LifeWay is moving toward finalizing the sale of its 
current 14.5-acre campus to a consortium of local and national 
developers later this summer. 

LifeWay’s new building, located one mile across downtown 
Nashville from the present campus, will encompass 216,000 
square feet. The number of stories of the facility is in the de-
sign process. (BP) 

More than 400 women 
gathered at Shocco 
Springs Baptist 
Conference Center 

in Talladega on July 24–25 for 
Equip, a training conference for 
Alabama Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) and women’s min-
istry leadership from around the 
state. 

With missionary testimonies, 
guest speakers, corporate worship, 
training sessions for all ages and 
relevant breakout sessions, the 
event has continued to grow in re-
cent years. This year also featured 
a dramatic prayer experience for 
the entity’s partnership with the In-
ternational Mission Board’s South 
Cluster in South Asia and Global 
Gates in New York City. 

“We are thrilled with the at-
tendance of course,” said Alabama WMU Executive 
Director Candace McIntosh. “But more than the 
number of ladies, we are just blown away by seeing 
how God moved among us. It was truly a blessing, 
and I believe this weekend will have 
Kingdom impact for eternity.”

In addition to the annual confer-
ence, Alabama WMU also held its 
biennial meeting. There was a spe-
cial recognition for outgoing presi-
dent Laurelle Stoudenmire as well as 
recognition of the board of trustees 
and the executive leadership team. 

New officers elected
New officers were elected for a 

two-year term, including 2015–2017 president Anna 
Speir, of Selma; vice president Michelle Wise, of 
Mobile; and recording secretary Kay Stewart, of 
Bay Minette. Karen Burnham, of Oxford; Charlotte 
Madison, of Huntsville; and Linda Peek, of Truss-
ville, were each elected to a six-year term of service 
as trustees. Phyllis Ingram, of Montgomery, was 
elected to a six-year term as trustee at large. Pam 

Newman, of Pike Road, and Stoudenmire, of Thom-
asville, were each elected to a two-year term as 
trustees. After the election of new officers and trust-
ees, the membership voted to host the next biennial 

meeting July 22, 2017, at Shocco.  
The membership of Alabama 

WMU also voted to support the 
historic establishment of the Myers-
Mallory State Missions Offering in 
memory of Dr. Martha Myers and 
Kathleen Mallory. The offering was 
approved by the Alabama Baptist 
State Board of Missions in May. 

If approved by messengers at the 
Alabama Baptist State Convention, 
the new offering will launch in Janu-

ary 2016. It will replace Alabama WMU’s Kathleen 
Mallory Missions Offering and merge with the 
Disaster Relief Missions Offering. The offering 
will go first to Alabama WMU ($550,000), then to 
DR ($200,000) and anything above those amounts 
would be divided among missions partnerships and 
church planting/church revitalization. (Alabama 
WMU, TAB)

Photo by Janella Martinez

Breakout sessions at Equip featured a wide range of topics 
including missionary testimonies, church planting, budgeting for 

missions, Bible studies on biblical womanhood and prayer.

Alabama WMU’s Equip conference continues to grow

For more 
information 

about Equip or 
about Alabama 

WMU, visit www.
alabamawmu.org.

Missional 
living
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As the Baptist World Alliance 
(BWA) held its first world 
congress in Africa, the global 
organization also transitioned 

to new leadership with a South African 
pastor taking the helm as president — 
only the second African to hold the top 
elected spot since BWA’s founding in 
1905.

Paul Msiza, pastor of Peniel-Salem 
Baptist Church, Pretoria, was installed 
during the Baptist World Congress held 
July 22–26 in Durban, South Africa. The 
congress, held every five years in various 
cities around the world, drew about 2,500 
participants from about 80 countries.

As Msiza takes on his five-year role 
as BWA president, he said he aims to be 
guided by the organization’s theme for 
2015–2020: “Jesus Christ, the Door.”

“The door speaks about freedom, em-
phasizes the issue of liberty — freedom of 
religion, freedom of worship, freedom for 
justice. The people need to 
be set free from all sorts of 
shackles.”

It’s an essential task, he 
said.

“We’re living in a world 
that is full of suffering. We 
need a message of hope, a 
message of the Door. ... We trust the Lord 
will use us to become agents of transfor-
mation.”

Msiza himself was an agent of transfor-
mation in apartheid-era South Africa, fac-
ing the uphill battle of separating Christi-
anity from the state church that associated 

with the oppressive legal and social sys-
tems that discriminated against blacks.

“Christians were seen as the ones who 
actually maintained the system of oppres-
sion,” Msiza said. “Whenever you said, 
‘I’m a Christian,’ you were associated 
with the oppressors.” 

Those realities meant “our commitment 
to Christ was tested almost every day,” he 
recalled.

Spreading peace
“When you would talk to schoolchil-

dren they would say, ‘don’t bring us the 
religion of the oppressors.’ And we had to 
be very clear that it was not only going to 
be a preaching of the Word, it had to be 
accomplished by action and with power.”

Msiza and others were largely success-
ful. Christianity, he said, is embraced 
broadly in South Africa where almost 84 
percent of the population identifies them-
selves as believers.

Another agent of trans-
formation — Corneille 
Gato Munyamasoko, 
general secretary of the 
Association of Baptist 
Churches in Rwanda — 
was honored along with 
his wife, Anne Marie, dur-

ing the Baptist World Congress for his 
vision of “the church as a home of peace” 
in Rwanda.

Munyamasoko was born in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo to Rwandan 
parents who had fled ethnic violence in 
their home country in the 1950s. In 1994 

as many as 1 million Rwandans were 
killed in tribal violence, primarily by Hu-
tus against Tutsis. 

In the wake of the genocide, Munya-
masoko moved to Rwanda to help rebuild 
the nation.

He worked to help Rwandans “to un-
derstand the causes of the genocide, to 
seek and to extend forgiveness and to 
build relationships based on the prin-
ciples of justice, mercy and faith, empha-
sizing the need for reconciliation with 
God, self and others,” said BWA general 
secretary Neville Callam in presenting 
the award. 

Munyamasoko launched a peace camp 
movement, bringing together young sur-
vivors of the genocide with those whose 
parents were imprisoned for acts of geno-

cide. He has been a peacemaker encour-
aging Rwandans “to overcome national 
rivalries and ethnic differences,” Callam 
said. That included leading pastors who 
had condoned acts of genocide to seek 
forgiveness from the survivors.

Caring for HIV/AIDS
Munyamasoko also led his association 

of Baptist churches to combat stigma as-
sociated with HIV and AIDS, training pas-
tors to care for those infected by the virus.

Munyamasoko said, “This award is 
recognition of the resilience of all Rwan-
dans. The award is a great encourage-
ment to me to continue to strive for the 
wellbeing of my brothers and sisters. I 
feel re-energized in the calling to work 
for peace.” (BNG, BWA)

BWA holds congress in Africa for first 
time, elects second African president 

For more 
information visit 

www.bwanet.org.

‘Agents
transformation’

of

Baptist World Alliance photo

New Baptist World Alliance (BWA) President Paul Msiza (center), of South 
Africa, shakes hands with outgoing President John Upton (left) and general 

secretary Neville Callam at the Baptist World Congress in South Africa.  

Photo by Doug Rogers

Students challenged to be disciple makers
Christian music group Unhindered 

led worship during the recent 
Youth Evangelism Conference (YEC).

More than 700 students participated 
in the event held at Samford Uni-
versity in Birmingham, according to 
Mike Nuss, director of the office of 
collegiate and student ministries for 
the Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions. In addition to being led in 
worship by Unhindered students heard 
messages from Chip Luter, Scott Kin-
dig, Ed Newton and Caleb and Sarah 
Farrow.

Of those attending:
463 students accepted Christ as 

Savior.
4165 students recommitted their 

life to Christ.

4405 students committed them-
selves to being spiritually prepared and 
to live for Christ each day.
4437 students committed them-

selves to share Christ with others.
4236 students committed them-

selves to some aspect of missions 
service.

Finding your place
YEC is an annual event that encour-

ages middle and high school students to 
discover Christ and deepen their faith.

Gifts from Alabama Baptist churches 
through the Cooperative Program fund 
the conference. YEC 2016 is set for 
July 22–23 at First Baptist Church, 
Trussville. For more information, visit 
onemissionstudents.org. (TAB)

Youth Evangelism Conference
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Reform’s New Salem celebrates pastor’s 40-year mark
“God planted me [at New Salem Baptist Church] and He’s 

never moved me,” said Mike Hall, who re-
cently was honored for 40 years as pastor of 
the Pickens Baptist Association church in 
Reform. 

During the June 28 service Hall shared 
about his years as pastor and a few “truths” 
he learned during his ministry: be flexible; 
one may be elected as preacher but one must 
earn the position of pastor; build and keep 
trust; and when God’s people know the will 
of God they cannot be stopped. 

Chip Smith, associate in the office of 
LeaderCare and church administration for 
the Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions, also spoke during 
the service. 

Hall became New Salem Baptist’s bivocational pastor at age 
23. He worked at a chemical plant in the 1970s and later became 
a disc jockey at a local radio station before eventually buying 
the station and running it for several years. Later he worked for 
American Family Radio for 13 years until retiring in 2011. 

Hall and his wife, Davene, never had any biological children 
but he said they have multiple “children and grandchildren” they 
have adopted as their own at church. (Neisha Roberts)

Pastor, chaplain retires after 49 years of ministry
Sonny Moore entered the ministry in 1966 with two simple 

goals: to preach the Word and love the people. Five civilian 
churches, 10 Army chapels and 49 years 
later, Moore has retired from full-time min-
istry.

At the age of 17, Moore felt God move in 
him at a revival meeting. That night he knew 
that gospel ministry “was the call of God on 
my life. I felt it was God’s purpose for me.”

Moore received his education from Delta 
State University in Cleveland, Mississippi; 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; 
Command and General Staff College in Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; and The Army War 
College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. He also 
was awarded a doctor of humane letters de-

gree from Waynesburg University in Pennsylvania.
Moore most recently served as pastor of First Baptist Church, 

Enterprise, and has served as pastor of churches in Mississippi. 
He was an Army chaplain at various posts including Fort Rucker.

Moore and his wife, Celia, will remain residents of Enterprise 
where he will be available for pulpit supply. The couple has three 
children and seven grandchildren. (Maggie Walsh)

Kellum joins SBOM’s collegiate, student ministries office
Scooter Kellum has joined the Alabama Baptist State Board 

of Missions’ (SBOM) office of collegiate and student ministries 
as youth ministry strategist.

In his new position Kellum will partner 
with youth ministers across the state to 
help reach young people for Christ, disciple 
them and “walk alongside” churches to de-
velop and grow youth ministries.

Kellum holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Mississippi State University in Starkville, 
and is currently pursuing a master of arts in 
Christian education degree at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Prior to joining SBOM, Kellum served 
as youth minister intern at Liberty Baptist 
Church, Chelsea, and minister of youth and college outreach at 
First Baptist Church, Livingston. He also served in youth minis-
try positions at churches in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Kellum and his wife, Chelsea, have two children. (Maggie 
Walsh)

Alabama-crenshaw
4Clay Crum, director of 

missions of 
Alabama-
Crenshaw 
Association, 
resigned 
from his 
position to 
become the 
new pas-
tor of First 
Church, 
Luverne. He 
began July 5. 
Crum previously served as pastor 
of Magnolia Church, Lapine, and 
Bethel Church, Georgiana. 

BESSEMER
4Eastern Valley Church, 

Bessemer, will host a homecom-
ing service Aug. 16, 10:30 a.m. 
Guest speaker will be Frank Nel-
son, a former member, and Terry 
Barksdale, minister of music for 
First Church, Talladega, will lead 
music. A covered-dish luncheon 
will begin at noon following the 
service. Jimmy Bradford is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM
4Mark Enoch is the new 

minister of music for Ridgecrest 
Church, Trussville. He is a grad-
uate of East Central University in 
Ada, Oklahoma, and Golden Gate 
Seminary in Mill Valley, Califor-
nia. He most recently served as 
associate pastor of worship for 
Magnolia Av-
enue Church, 
Riverside, 
California, 
and previ-
ously served 
as associate 
pastor of 
worship for 
NorthPark 
Church, 
Trussville. 
He and his wife, Cheryl, have two 
children. 

Cherokee
4Cherokee Association 

will host an evangelism rally with 

Pleasant Church, Enterprise; 
Dry Val-
ley Church, 
Lincoln; and 
Bay Springs 
Church, 
Shelby, as 
well as a 
church in 
Louisiana. 
He and his 
wife, Donna, 
have four 
children and three grandchildren.

MORGAN
4Lebanon Church, 

Falkville, will host revival ser-
vices Aug. 9–12. Sunday services 
will be 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mon-
day–Wednesday services will be 
at 7 nightly. Guest evangelist is 
Michael Mason and Paul Shutt 
will lead music. Randy Ashley is 
pastor.

NORTH JEFFERSON
4Glennwood Church, Mor-

ris, will host Awesome August 
concert series every Sunday, 6 
p.m. Performers will include: 
David Robinson (Aug. 9), Jesse 
Reece (Aug. 16), Jessica Web-
ster (Aug. 23) and David Meece 
(Aug. 30). For more information 
call 205-681-4601 or visit www.
glennwoodbaptistchurch.org. Tim 
Thompson is pastor. 

Sand mountain
4New Home Church, Pis-

gah, will host Awesome Won-
derful Wednesdays in August. 
Chris Guinn, pastor of First 
Church, Crossville, will speak 
Aug. 12. A community pep rally 
will be held Aug. 19 with guest 
speaker Brodie Croyle, associ-
ate executive director of Big 
Oak Ranch, and music will be 
provided by Pisgah High School 
Beta Club Band. David Talley, 
pastor of Mount Carmel Church, 
Fort Payne, will speak Aug. 26. 
David Smith is pastor.

SULPHUR SPRINGS
4Bethel Church, Dora, will 

host Holy Destiny, of Clanton, 
in concert Aug. 9, 6 p.m. John 
Foles is pastor.

guest speaker Sammy Gilbreath 
on Aug. 12, 7 p.m. The rally will 
take place at Pine Grove Church, 
Centre. A pre-service concert 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. with Josh 
Feemster, formerly of Mercy’s 
Mark. Wendell Dutton is director 
of missions.

CALHOUN
4Cory Hughes is the new 

youth minister for First Church, 
Oxford. 
He holds a 
bachelor’s 
degree from 
Faulkner 
University in 
Montgomery. 
He previ-
ously served 
as college 
and career 
minister for 
Westwood 
Church, Alexandria. He is mar-
ried to Kaci. 

friendship
4First Church, Hayden, will 

celebrate its 100th anniversary 
with the theme “A Century of 
Service,” Aug. 14–16. An ice 
cream social and “Red Book” 
signing will be Aug. 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Music and a chicken/fish din-
ner will be held Aug. 15, 5 p.m. 
The centennial celebration will 
be Aug. 16, 9:15–10 a.m. with a 
break for participants to view his-
torical displays and a continuation 
of the service at 10:30 a.m. Lunch 
will follow. For more information 
call 205-647-3357 or visit www.
fbchayden.com. John Hambright 
is interim pastor. 

East liberty
4David Toxey is the new 

pastor of Grace Church, Valley. 
He served as interim pastor of the 
church since May 2014. Toxey 
earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Samford University in Birming-
ham and a master of divinity de-
gree from New Orleans Seminary. 
He previously served as pastor of 
Airview Church, Opelika; River 
Road Church, Tallassee; Mount 

enoch

hall

moore

kellum

hughes

crum

Alabama congressmen co-sponsor bills to defund PP
Every Republican member of Alabama’s 

congressional delegation has backed bills to 
defund Planned Parenthood (PP) as pressure 

mounts against the abortion provider.
Alabama Republicans Bradley Byrne, Martha 

Roby, Mike Rogers, Robert Aderholt, Mo Brooks 
and Gary Palmer are all co-sponsoring two bills that 
would restrict funding to the entity.

“The things we’re just now finding out about the 
conversations involving the people at Planned Par-

enthood, where they’re selling babies’ body parts, is 
unbelievable and terrible,” said Byrne according to 
Yellowhammer News. “The idea that they’re getting 
any federal money is just not acceptable.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said 
the Senate will vote on defunding PP before Con-
gress’ August recess. That timing for a vote appears 
unlikely, but pressure on Speaker John Boehner to 
schedule a vote is mounting, political news website 
The Hill reported. (TAB, BP)

toxey



AUGUST 6, 2015 / THE ALABAMA BAPTIST / PAGE 9

               Alabama Baptist Convention State Board of Missions

news and features about missions and ministries from the Alabama Baptist  
State Board of Missions | (800) 264-1224 | alsbom.org 

ONEMISSION : TheGreatCommiss ionONEPROGRAM : TheCoopera t i veProgramMANYMINISTRIES :GreatCommiss ionMin i s t r i e s

Focus
on

At the Baptist Building, 2001 E. South Blvd. in Montgomery
Thursday, September 3, 10 am - 3:30 pm » 9:30 - 10 – Check-in and refreshments
Meet your state missionaries » Discover how we can partner together to fulfill the Great Commission  

  » Tour the Baptist Building » Spouses welcome » Lunch provided
 Ideal for pastors, church staff, secretaries or associational staff who are new to Alabama, new to 

their position, or who have never attended a Get Acquainted Day
Register by calling or emailing Sheila Rikerd, 1-800-264-1225, ext. 249, or (334) 613-2249,  
srikerd@alsbom.org, or go online to alsbom.org/gad.

Since the ruling released on 
June 26, 2015, by the U.S. Supreme 
Court — which changes the 
legal definition of marriage 
to include same-sex 
couples — I offered a brief 
commentary via a video 
email and composed a 
joint statement with our 
convention president, 
Travis Coleman.

These comments 
have been an attempt to 
express dissent in response 
to the ruling and to offer a word 
of encouragement to evangelical 
Christians as we all try to find our 
footing and move forward following 
this historic landmark decision by the 
highest court in the land.

I cannot conceal my deep sadness 
and intense grief concerning the action 
of the court.

In one decision, five of the nine 
justices have served to change the 
law and the culture of our nation 
concerning marriage. The implications 
of this change will be realized even 
more in the not-too-distant future. 
Additional changes are bound to come 
our way.

I believe this is a green light for 
other cultural activists to advocate for 
their agendas as well. The court has 

now set a precedent for acting upon 
such advocacy.

People have asked me 
during the past several days, 

“What do we do now?” That 
is an appropriate question to 
consider. My response has 

been that the laws of the land have 
changed but the laws of God do not.

Our calling has not changed. Our 
mission has not changed. Our Gospel 
has not changed. We are still on 
mission with the Great Commission.

Yes, now more than ever, we must 
be the people of God in the most 
faithful sense of our calling to serve 
Him and to represent Him.

We still believe in the biblical 
definition of marriage: that is that 
marriage is between one man and one 
woman. The U.S. Supreme Court has 
offered an opinion on the legal and 
civil definition of marriage.

Long before there was a Supreme 
Court and a nation called the United 
States of America, God created 
marriage as being a man and a woman 

in a faithful relationship to Him and to 
each other. This is the teaching from 
Genesis to Revelation.

Indeed, God created marriage. 
Jesus affirmed it (Matt. 19:4-6), 
and the Apostle Paul interpreted it. 
From the biblical standpoint, there is 
no question about the definition of 
marriage.

What do we do now?
First, we remain faithful to our 

Lord and to the mission He has given 
us. The court did not change our 
mission. It does not have the power 
to do so. There is a higher and holier 
authority than the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The Lord God Almighty reigns. He 
alone is sovereign.

Second, we are to remain hopeful. 
We are people of hope. We are in the 
hope business, if you will. Our hope 
is not founded or grounded in this 
world. It is hope in the eternal God. 
Our hope is in Christ Who has saved us 
and granted us a heavenly citizenship. 
We must not despair! We are to be the 
most hopeful people in the world.

Third, we are to remain truthful. 
We know the Truth and that Truth has 
set us free. Paul reminds us to speak 
the truth in love and to represent 
Christ in this fallen world; we must 
speak His Truth with His love. This 

means we are not to be hateful people 
who despise and loathe those with 
whom we disagree. No, we are to have 
a missionary spirit, seeking to serve in 
a culture not inclined to look to Christ 
as the the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
We are to point the way to the cross, 
knowing that He has died for sinners 
and that we all have sinned.

Fourth, we must be careful 
to protect our religious liberties as 
Christians. There is a growing sense 
of encroachment upon these religious 
liberties. Christians and Christian 
institutions may well become the next 
step in the campaign for change in our 
culture.

The minority opinion expressed the 
sentiment that people of faith cannot 
take any comfort in the recent decision 
of the court. Those words are most 
disturbing. Our nation, historically, has 
respected people of faith. I pray that 
will continue in the future.

However, we cannot bank upon 
the past as a guarantee of the future. 
Whatever happens in the days to come 
may surprise us, but they will not catch 
our Lord off guard. He is able!
Blessings,

Proverbs 1:7

What Do We Do Now?

By Rick Lance
State Missionary
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I believe in the 
Cooperative Program, because I believe 
it is a biblical way to support the Lord’s 

work locally and around the world. In the 
book of Acts, we see the early church 
giving generously to support 
the growth of Christianity.

But on a personal note, 
I believe in the Cooperative 
Program because it has 
been instrumental in my 
education and ministry 
since I was a young man. 
When I went to seminary, 
I benefited from the 
financial help that the 
Cooperative Program provided for my fees 
at Southwestern Seminary. That financial 
blessing was much appreciated.

Several years later, I became the 
Baptist campus minister at the University 
of North Alabama. I spent 18 years 
ministering to college students at UNA 
and daily experienced the blessings of 
the Cooperative Program. My salary and 
benefits were generously provided by 
Cooperative Program gifts.

The beautiful and very functional 
Baptist Student Center at UNA was built 
and maintained with Cooperative Program 
dollars. The Baptist Student Center was 
very instrumental in helping minister to 
hundreds of students each year. I believe 
our Baptist Campus Ministries are one of 
the best investments of our Cooperative 
Program dollars. Thousands of lives are 
impacted each year through our BCMs.

For the past nine years, I have been 
the director of missions for the Colbert-
Lauderdale Baptist Association and 
have discovered many more ways our 
Cooperative Program helps our local 
association. Church planting assistance, 
hunger funds, assistance for evangelistic 
events, financial assistance with prayer 
events and help with Hispanic ministry 
are just a few of the areas where our 
association and many others have benefited 
from the Cooperative Program.

I have always been and will continue to 
be a big believer in the power of what we 
can do together as believers. I believe the 
Cooperative Program is one of the ways we 
work together best.

Philippians 1:27 (ESV): “Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see you 
or am absent, I may hear of you that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, with one 
mind striving side by side for the faith of 
the gospel.”

– Eddy Garner, Director of Missions, 
Colbert-Lauderdale Baptist Association

WHY I BELIEVE IN 
THE COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM

alsbom.org/cp

There are approximately one million Alabama 
Baptists in 3,286 churches across our state. Why 
do we need to talk about more churches? The 
answer may surprise you.

There are just under five million people who call 
Alabama home. Consider that two million people 
in Alabama — the buckle of the Bible Belt — do 
not go to anyone’s church.

If 40 
percent 
of our 
state 
are 
not attending any church, 
then we need to do something 
about that. Surely we have lots of churches 
who are plateaued or declining and in need of 
revitalization. But there are segments of our 
population that will never attend these existing 
churches, but would attend something new.

State Missionary Rick Lance, executive director of 
the State Board of Missions, has stated that we 
must look at this issue as two wings of the same 
plane: one for church revitalization and one for 
church planting.

I believe in both these endeavors. I am currently 
coaching three churches through the revitalization 
process, and it is my privilege to lead the church 
planting strategy for the State Board of Missions 
from which we offer support systems such as 
assessment, training and coaching for planters as 
they start new churches across this great state.

HERE IS  A LAST MINUTE REMINDER 
OF A COUPLE OF TRAININGS WE HAVE 
COMING UP:

Alabama Church Planting Basics
for Church Planters and their teams
and
Churches Planting Churches Training
for Mother/Sponsor/Sending Churches
(Courses taught simultaneously)

August 13-15, 2015
Noon Thursday-4:30 p.m. Saturday
Madison Baptist Association,  
2318 Whitesburg Dr. S., Huntsville

COACHING NETWORK ORIENTATION/
INTRODUCTION

Learn about a new 12-month, in-person coaching 
network in Huntsville, designed to follow up the 
above Alabama Church Planting Basics training. 
These coaching sessions are designed for church 
planters but have proven very beneficial for 
pastors of established churches as well.

Thursday, August 13, 10 a.m.-Noon
Madison Baptist Association,  
2318 Whitesburg Dr. S., Huntsville

Churches Planting Churches Training
for Mother/Sponsor/Sending Churches

October 29-30, 2015
Noon Thursday-5:30 p.m. Friday
Birmingham Baptist Association,  
750 Montclair Rd., Birmingham

Alabama Church Planting Basics in Spanish
Friday and Saturday, September 11-12 and  
25-26, 2015

Hamilton First Baptist Church, 430 1st St. S., 
Hamilton

You may register for any of the 
above trainings at alsbom.org/
churchplantingtraining.

ANOTHER EXCITING CHURCH PLANTING 
EVENT (open to all):

Church Planter Network Dinner
Sunday, November 15, 2015, 6 p.m.
3 Circle Church, 10274 State Highway 104, 
Fairhope ~ Speaker: Ed Stetzer, executive director, 
LifeWay Research

You may register for this event at:
alsbom.org/churchplanterdinner

For more information about any of these events or 
about church planting among Alabama Baptists, 
please contact Lamar Duke at 1-800-264-1225, 
ext. 332, or (334) 613-2332, lduke@alsbom.org.

By Lamar Duke
State Missionary

WHY CHURCH  
PLANTING IS  IMPORTANT 

IN ALABAMA
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S H A R I N G  A C R O S S  A l a b a m a
      THE LARGEST TRAINING IN 20 YEARS is being undertaken by the Evangelism 
Office in 2015 with a great implementation — called “Sharing Across Alabama”  
— planned for 2016.
	 There will be nine identical events at locations across Alabama, making it possible for 
each director of missions and pastor to attend fairly close to home. Three strategic tools 
will be taught in each location:
	 CAST: a great, easy way to share a three-minute testimony and tell one’s story.
	 Life Conversation model: how to share one’s faith using three circles that can be 
drawn on a napkin or read from a tract.
	 Media Evangelism model: an idea for 
hosting people in a home setting where a Billy 
Graham DVD will be shared or an iPhone app will 
be used to communicate the Gospel.
	 Each training session for Sharing Across 
Alabama will begin at 1 p.m. and adjourn by      
7 p.m. Each event will include training materials, 
dinner, a concert and a challenging message — all free of charge, thanks to the gifts of 
Alabama Baptists through the Cooperative Program.
	 Hopes are that each Alabama Baptist pastor will consider attending one of the 
remaining training sessions to learn more about equipping lay persons to share their faith 
in Christ. Each of the following events takes place on a Thursday:

~ August 20, First Baptist Church, Satsuma
~ August 27, The Shoals RTJ Golf Course, Muscle Shoals
~ September 10, Highland Oaks RTJ Golf Course, Dothan
~ September 24, Silver Lakes RTJ Golf Course, Gadsden
~ October 22, Guntersville State Park Lodge, Guntersville
~ January 7, 2016, Samford University, Birmingham

	 Online registration is required at alsbom.org/sharingacrossalabama. Deadline to 
register is 30 days before each event.
	 For more information, please contact Ministry Assistant Lori McGough at  
1-800-264-1225, ext. 245, or (334) 613-2245, lmcgough@alsbom.org

SENIOR ADULT CHOIR 
CELEBRATIONS

Thursday, October 22 - Dalraida 
Baptist Church, Montgomery, and 

Hunter Street Baptist Church,
Hoover

Friday, October 23 - First Baptist 
Church, Opelika, and Eastern Shore 

Baptist Church, Daphne

All Celebrations begin at 10 am
To register, please go to  
alsbom.org/seniorfest

CHURCH REVITALIZATION BOOK REVIEW: 
Reaching the Summit: Avoiding and Reversing Decline in the Church, by George Yates 
(Belleville, Ontario, Canada: Essence Publishing, 2012), 144 pages.

Encouraging, challenging, insightful and practical are words to describe 
the work George Yates has accomplished with his book Reaching 
the Summit. The subtitle of the book is “Avoiding and Reversing the 

Decline in the Church.” He methodically works through the five phases of 
decline: “Loss of Vision,” “Lack of Purpose,” “Denial of Reality,” “Grasping 
for Survival” and “Relinquishment of Ministry.”
	 Then he begins the process in section two of identifying the principles 
and strategies for “Reversing and Avoiding Decline.”
	 So much of what you read in his text is common sense to the observer 
but difficult for the practitioner. Using subtle humor and clear illustrations 
throughout helps the reader connect with the truths page after page.
	 The book is peppered with one-liners like:

– “Where there is no vision, the people will leave your parish.”
– “To reverse decline in a church or similar organization, you 
sometimes have to recognize the dead horses (ministries inside the 
church), dismount and find a new mount (a new ministry meeting the 
needs of the community).”
– “A person with passion will far outwork an experienced person with 
no passion every day of the week.”
– “Do not copy models. Capture principles.”
– “Without action your vision becomes only a dream.”

	 Included as practical tools in the appendices is a tool for “Evaluating 

Ministries,” a tool for “Choosing a Consultant or a Coach” (with definitions 
of each), and a tool for “Building an Intentional Strategy for Small Open 
Bible Study Groups” (Flake’s Formula).
	 The author communicates in a clear and concise manner, always 
encouraging the reader to go further in being faithful to the calling God has 
placed on the ministries as well as their leaders. He challenges all readers to 
have a “vigorous face-to-face summit with reality” (a completely open and 
honest assessment personally and corporately).
	 I recommend this book to any who are seeking 
to move their 
organization from 
where they are to 
where God wants them 
to be. He has targeted 
the church with his text, but the truths are applicable to 
other types of ministries. A great read and a great tool!
	 State Missionary Rick Barnhart serves as director 
of the Office of Associational Missions & Church Planting. He may be 
contacted at 1-800-264-1225, 
ext. 220, or (334) 613-2220, 
rbarnhart@alsbom.org. CHURCH

REVITALIZATION

By Rick Barnhart
State Missionary

/
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september 10, 2015 SAMFORD UNIVERSITY 
        third floor of Sullivan-Cooney Family Field House * 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Cost: $10 per person (lunch included)
Learn how to use coaching techniques to enhance your leadership skills, to be more effective in 
strategy planning, to be able to ask good questions and to strengthen the leaders around you. 
Coaching techniques will enable pastors and staff members to guide people through a process of 
discipleship and growth. Bob Bumgarner, certified coach and executive pastor of Chets Creek 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., will be the conference leader.

To register, visit alsbom.org/coachingontherun. For other information, please contact Ministry 
Assistant Debbie Dickey at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 218, (334) 613-2218, ddickey@alsbom.org.

Alabama S ing ing Men &
Alabama S ing ing Women

Retreats

Thursday and Friday, SEPTEMBER 10-11
Shocco Springs

ASM directed by Tom Smith
ASW directed by Gayle Smith

REGISTRATION/COST: shocco.org/events-
calendar or 1-800-280-1105

OTHER ONLINE INFO: alsbom.org/worship

For other information, please contact 
Ministry Assistant Cindy Parrish at 1-800-

264-1225, ext. 230, or
(334) 613-2230, cparrish@alsbom.org.

  Brodie Croyle and Tommy Bowden
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2015
First Baptist Church, Athens

Cost: $10 per person (includes dinner and 
door prizes). Limit of 500 tickets available.
Sponsored by First Baptist Church of Athens, 

Limestone Baptist Association and the State 
Board of Missions.

For more information, please contact State 
Missionary Steve Stephens at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 

268, or (334) 613-2268, sstephens@alsbom.org.

NIGHT OUT
August 15, 2015

First Baptist Church, Athens

MEN'S with

ONEMISSION : TheGreatCommiss ionONEPROGRAM : TheCoopera t i veProgramMANYMINISTRIES :GreatCommiss ionMin i s t r i e s

ONEMISSION : TheGreatCommiss ionONEPROGRAM : TheCoopera t i veProgramMANYMINISTRIES :GreatCommiss ionMin i s t r i e s

][
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FREE
�

ALABAMA BAPTIST

RESOURCE 
DIRECTORY
INCLUDING
16-month Church Planning Guide
Alphabetical Listing of Ministries and Services
Directory of Associational, State and SBC Contacts

ONE DAY
TRAINING 

FOR LEADERS 
OF WMU , 

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY 

AND ROYAL 
AMBASSADORS

BAPTIST BUILDING, 
2001 E. South Blvd., 
Montgomery

August 22, 9 a.m. - noon
Two hours of age-level 
training for leaders of 
preschoolers, children, 
students and adults 
followed by a one-hour 
session on Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder.

COST: $10 per person

For more information 
or to register, go online 
to www.alabamawmu.
org or please contact 
Kathryn Helms at 1-800-
264-1225, ext. 325, or 
(334) 613-2325,  
khelms@alsbom.org.

HUNTSVILLE
August 12

MONTGOMERY
August 11

BALDWIN COUNTY
August 10

Alabama 
Vision 
Tour

Alabama 
Vision 
Tour

Join us for the Alabama Vision Tour 
as we work to bring together Alabama 
church planters with potential partners 

throughout our state.

V

– Monday, August 10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Crossway 
Christian Fellowship, 12720 Springsteen Ln., Foley
– Tuesday, August 11, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Baptist 
Building, 2001 E. South Blvd., Montgomery
– Wednesday, August 12, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 	  
Madison Baptist Association, 2318 Whitesburg Dr. 
S., Huntsville

INFO ONLINE: alsbom.org/alabamavisiontour

For other information about this event, please 
contact Ministry Assistant Andrea Towns at   
1-800-264-1225, ext. 244, or (334) 613-2244, 
atowns@alsbom.org.

This new resource includes 
all the information formerly 
published in our Church 
Planning Guide (including a 
16-month calendar of State Board 
of Missions events and emphases) 
and the Yellow Page Book.

Limit 20 COPIES per church. To order, please call, fax or 
e-mail your request to Charleen Hobbs at 1.800.264.1225,  
ext. 231; 334.288.2693 (fax); chobbs@alsbom.org; or order 
online at alsbom.org/rd.

Be sure to include your name, church name, mailing address 
and number of guides needed (up to 20).

   order your 2015-2016 
RESOURCE DIRECTORY
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Fall Missions Festival for Children
Friday and Saturday, October 9-10 or 16-17, 2015
WorldSong Missions Place, Cook Springs
Cost: $50 per person (includes lodging and meals)
	 At Fall Missions Festival, children in grades 
1-6 and their leaders will learn about what God is 
doing in Indonesia. They will also learn more about 
Alabama WMU’s partnerships in south Asia and 
New York.
	 Join us to experience south Asian culture 
through food, customs and other activities led by 
young adults who love and serve the Lord and also 
have a heart for children and for missions.
	 Activities will begin at 5 p.m. Friday and 
conclude at 3 p.m. Saturday.

Fall Missions Festival for Adults
Tuesday, October 20, or Thursday, October 22, 2015 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
WorldSong Missions Place, Cook Springs
Cost: $16 per person (includes lunch)
Registration deadline: Wednesday, October 14
	 Held on the beautiful campus of WorldSong, 
this year’s festival will focus on the amazing sights 
and sounds of Indonesia. You will also learn more 
about Alabama WMU’s partnerships in south Asia 
and New York. We’ll pray together and enjoy other 
special activities. The Fall Missions Festival for 
Adults is open to adults of all ages.
	 For more information about these events,  
go online to www.alabamawmu.org or contact 
Crystal Akers at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 223, or  
(334) 613-2223, cakers@alsbom.org.

Nominations Sought For 
Outstanding 2015 Mission 
Volunteer

REGIONAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
& DISCIPLESHIP 

LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING

	 In the good old 
summertime, the good 
old summertime ... Ah! 
Summertime in Alabama 
means extra family time with 
vacations, backyard picnics 
and evenings under the stars.
	 For Alabama Baptists, it also 
means high-quality Sunday 
School & Discipleship Leader 
Training. Regional training is 
available in three different 
parts of the state. Choose the 
location and date that is best 
for you.
	 There are three one-hour 
conference times at each 
location with multiple topics for 
each age group. Registration 
is $5 per person before the 
early registration deadline, $10 
per person after the deadline.

SOUTH: Government Street 
Baptist Church, Mobile,  
August 15
EARLY REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE: August 13

For info or to 
register:  
alsbom.org/south
Contact: Jamie Baldwin,  
1-800-264-1225, ext. 240,  
jbaldwin@alsbom.org

NORTH: Lindsay Lane Baptist 
Church, Athens, August 22
EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
August 20
For info or to register:  
alsbom.org/north
Contact: Daniel Edmonds,  
1-800-264-1225, ext. 285,  
dedmonds@alsbom.org

METRO: Lakeside Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, August 29
EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
August 27
For info or to register:  
alsbom.org/metro  
Contact: Jamie Baldwin,  
1-800-264-1225, ext. 240,  
jbaldwin@alsbom.org

On Missionwith theGreat Commission

The Office of Global Missions of the State Board of Missions would like 
to honor an Outstanding 2015 Mission Volunteer.  
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.

	 Please think about lay people you know whom you feel are worthy 
of such recognition, and let us hear from you. We realize that there are 
many who could fit this requirement; however, for this purpose only one 
individual (or couple) will be selected.
	 Your recommendation will make a difference. The following 
information is required if a person (or couple) is to be considered:

1. The name, address and phone number of the person (or couple) being 
nominated.
2. The name, address and phone number of the nominee’s pastor, the 
church to which he/she/they belong and their association.
3. A list of volunteer mission service: their Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and Uttermost where he/she/they have participated during the past five 
years, including locations and dates. (If the nominee(s) has not served in 
at least three of the Acts 1:8 areas, please do not nominate that person.)
4. Statements supporting your nomination as Outstanding 2015 
Mission Volunteer (why you feel he/she/they should be recognized in 
this manner).
5. Your signature with address, phone, church and association.

	 To access an Information Sheet and Nomination Application, go online 
to a18c.org/volunteeroftheyear.
	 If you do not have web access, request your Information Sheet and 
Nomination Application by contacting Ministry Assistant Virginia 
Gardner at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 238, or (334) 613-2238,  
vgardner@alsbom.org.
	 Requests may also be made by mail to Global Missions Office,  
Attn: Virginia Gardner, P.O. Box 11870, Montgomery, AL  
36111-0870.
	 Please Note: No phone calls or e-mail recommendations and/or 
endorsements accepted! Nominations must be received, not postmarked, 
no later than Monday, September 21, 2015.

Fall   Missions Festival
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A discipleship event
for Alabama college

students, young adults
and their leaders

Pursue 2016 is designed to help you
live a life focused on Jesus Christ,

the author and finisher of our faith.

What is your
life’s focus?

yourself
relationships

school
money
job

February 19-20, 2016
Valley View Baptist Church

Tuscaloosa

pursueAL.org

Saturday, November 7,  
Central Baptist Church, 2801 
Highway 31 S., Decatur
COST: Free, including lunch
	 This is the 15th annual 
training event for those 
from north Alabama and 
others who wish to attend. 
Conferences will cover 
all areas of library work 
plus history, copyright, 
cardmaking and training in 
both concourse and atrium. 
Lunch will be provided at 
which time an author will be 
guest speaker. Registration 
begins at 8 a.m. with 
general session beginning 
at 8:25. The conference will 
conclude at 3:30 p.m.
	 There will be a book 
swap and lots of free items.
	 To register or for other 
information, please contact 
Eva Nell Hunter (256) 353-
5912, ext. 245, or (256) 
303-7739 (cell), library@
cbcdecatur.org or  
 eva_hunter@att.net.

ONEMISSION : TheGreatCommiss ionONEPROGRAM : TheCoopera t i veProgramMANYMINISTRIES :GreatCommiss ionMin i s t r i e s

September 19
Shoal Creek Baptist Church,  
13214 Holtville Road,  
Deatsville, AL 36022

	 This library training event will offer 
classes in all areas of library work. 
Anyone that is involved in any type of 
library work is invited (church, Christian 
school, public school or private school, 
even public library). The information 
provided will help your library grow.

	 The cost will be $5 to help with the 
noon meal expenses. REGISTRATION 
WILL BEGIN AT 8:30 A.M. and the 
conference ends at 3:30 p.m. Swap table 
will be available.

	 To register please contact 
Marty Woodall, (334) 569-3854 or 
martybooks1@juno.com.

   Central Alabama
 LIBRARY WORKSHOP
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  WHAT IF …
… the mission team from your church 
was detained by a foreign government?

… a volunteer on your team was held by 
criminals in a foreign country?

… a natural disaster interrupted travel 
plans for your team?

… a volunteer became seriously ill or 
injured on the field?

         ALL of these situations have 
occurred with Alabama Baptist teams!

   	   We can help. Travelers'     
  Shield has you covered!

     … in the event of natural disaster, health  
problem, government detention or  
                        criminal act.

Travelers' Shield is offered to all who 
complete Faith Focused Safe-Travel Training. 

FAITH FOCUSED  
SAFE-TRAVEL TRAINING

LEVEL A  ($45 per attendee)
August 13, Central Baptist Church, 

Decatur
October 1, Baptist Building,  

2001 South E. Blvd., Montgomery
November 5, Canaan Baptist Church, 

Bessemer

LEVEL B  ($250 per attendee)
December 8-10, Baptist Building,  
2001 South E. Blvd., Montgomery

Register online at  
a18c.org/ffst

The Troy L. Morrison Leadership/
Church Health Awards will be 

given to those individuals who 
have demonstrated evidence of 
leadership that has advanced the 
church in four key areas: kingdom 
growth, ministry advancement, 
missions involvement and 
numerical growth.	
	 The recipients will be from three 
categories – New Work (church less 
than ten years old), Established Work 
(church older than ten years), and 
Bivocational (church where pastor 
holds dual employment).
	 Nominations may be made by 
visiting alsbom.org/leadership, then 
clicking on “Resources” to access Troy 
L. Morrison information and download 
a form. Or you may contact our office 

for a copy (see contact info below).
	 Send your nomination form to 

≈ Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions ≈ Office of Leadership & 
Church Health ≈ Attn: Debbie Dickey ≈ 
2001 East South Blvd. ≈ Montgomery, 
AL 36116
	 The deadline for receiving 
nominations is October 10, 2015.
For more information call or email 
Debbie Dickey, ministry assistant, 
1-800-264-1225, ext. 218, or (334)  
613-2218 or ddickey@alsbom.org.

N o m i n a t i o n s  S o u g h t

Troy L. Morrison Leadership/
Church Health Awards  

    TWO LOCATIONS IN 2015:

      Senior Adult
    Singin’

    TWO LOCATIONS IN 2015:
September 15: Parkway Baptist Church, 766 E. University Dr., Auburn
September 17: First Baptist Church, 18200 Highway 104 W., Robertsdale

     “… speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making 
music from your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for everything to  
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…” 
		    	                                                  Ephesians 5:19-20 (HCSB)    Come celebrate  
         the Lord together!
Frank Jones will be there to lead us as we sing hymns and worship God. The singin’ begins at 
10 a.m. and ends with lunch.
COST: $10 per person (includes lunch) • REGISTRATION: alsbom.org/senioradultsingin
For more information, please contact State Missionary Eileen Mitchell,  
1-800-264-1225, ext. 221, or (334) 613-2221, emitchell@alsbom.org.

Fall Senior     Adult Retreat
October 12-14, Shocco Springs

Theme: My Inheritance
If you made it to the Spring Senior Adult Retreat, you will surely want to return to 
Shocco Springs in the Fall for more great fellowship with other senior adults. If you 
weren’t able to come in April, then you will not want to miss the Fall retreat! Bring 

some friends to enjoy the beautiful surroundings as you worship together.
State Missionary Eileen Mitchell asks, “Have you thought about your spiritual 
inheritance? What has God promised you, and what is the spiritual legacy you 
are leaving others?” Eileen and other leaders of the retreat ask you to come and 

consider these important questions. The retreat will begin with lunch on Monday, 
October 12, and end with lunch on Wednesday, October 14.

REGISTRATION/COST INFORMATION: 1-800-280-1105 or www.shocco.org
For other information, please contact Eileen Mitchell, 1-800-264-1225, ext. 221, or  

(334) 613-2221, emitchell@alsbom.org.
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Jerry Batson, 
retired associate 

dean of Beeson 
Divinity School at 

Samford University 
and professor at 

several schools of 
religion, is pastor 

of First Baptist 
Church, McCalla. 

Theology 101
Such a Great Salvation

Adoption
By Jerry Batson, Th.D. 
Special to The Alabama Baptist

L
ast week Theology 101 
looked at salvation in terms 
of regeneration. We noted 
that regeneration refers to 
becoming children of God 

through a spiritual birth. Birth is a help-
ful and often-used analogy by which to 
think about our great salvation. Jesus 
Himself used it in John 3 to help Nico-
demus understand the way into God’s 
kingdom.

Several New Testament passages 
use the analogy of adoption to describe 
becoming children of God. Human 
families have children either by bio-
logical birth or by legal adoption. In 
God’s family every child is God’s both 
by spiritual birth and by adoption. This 
week we think about salvation in terms 
of being God’s children by adoption.

God’s family
One of the clearest statements about 

salvation as adoption is Galatians 
4:5: “When the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth His Son born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons.” 
Christ’s coming had enabled sinners to 
be adopted into God’s family. 

Just as the new birth is spoken of as 
being through the agency of the Holy 
Spirit (John 3:6), adoption also is con-
nected with the Holy Spirit. Romans 
8:15 puts it this way: “You have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, Abba. Father.” Salvation 
involves the work of the Spirit whether 
we think in terms of birth or adoption.

When thinking of adoption as a 
biblical metaphor of our salvation, we 
can draw parallels between the human 
practice and the spiritual illustration of 
adoption. Adoption begins with a child 
born into a family as the natural off-
spring of a father and mother. However, 
any number of circumstances might 
lead to those parents giving up the child 
to adoptive parents. Essentially the child 
is legally taken out of one family and 
placed in another family.

Applying this basic process to our 
great salvation, we might think of 
salvation as the work of divine grace 
that begins with a person who belongs, 
spiritually speaking, in the devil’s 
family. In fact, on one occasion Jesus 
directly charged some in His audience 
as being of their father, the devil (John 
8:44). Adoption speaks to us of God’s 
gracious action of taking repentant 
and believing sinners out of the devil’s 
family and placing them into God’s 
family.

The analogy of adoption has another 
dimension relating to salvation. Adop-
tion in the New Testament has not only 
an “already” meaning but also a “not 
yet” meaning. The “already” meaning 
presents adoption as a past fact of the 
Christian life, a truth concurrent with 
one’s conversion.

The “not yet” meaning of adoption 
in its future sense is closely akin to 
glorification and is connected with the 
believer’s future bodily resurrection. 
Romans 8:23 puts it like this: “We 
ourselves who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit groan inwardly as we wait eager-
ly for adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our bodies.”

Present and future
With biblical warrant, Christians can 

say both “I have been adopted” and “I 
am awaiting adoption.” While already 
adopted into God’s family spiritually 
during our earthly sojourn, as Chris-
tians we will one day be in His family 
in heaven for eternity. This latter mean-
ing of adoption awaits that great resur-
rection morning.

Biblical theology for people in the pew

By Michael J. Brooks
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

In recent years the Church has found it-
self in the legal arena more than it ever 
saw coming.

The years between 1996 and 2004 saw 
a 600 percent increase in lawsuits filed 
against churches. It’s an upsurge that, in 
large measure, was precipitated by the 
sexual abuse revelations in Roman Ca-
tholicism, according to Prattville attorney 
Chuck Grainger. 

But today’s lawsuits cover a whole gam-
ut of topics in church life — not just abuse, 
Grainger said.

“We live in a litigious society and may 
face persecution in the future,” he said. 
And that doesn’t even touch nonlegal con-
flict that happens in churches.

During a recent Church Administrative 
Guidelines conference, Grainger outlined 
a number of ways churches can protect not 
only themselves but 
also the people entrust-
ed to them.

“Churches shouldn’t 
sponsor high-risk 
activities, such as a 
youth bungee-jumping 
trip,” he said during 
the conference, which 
was sponsored by the 
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions’ 
office of LeaderCare and church adminis-
tration. “[Churches] should do background 
screenings on all those who work with 
minors and have two adults with minors at 
all times, preferably two adults unrelated 
to one another. And they should have ad-
equate liability coverage.”

Grainger, a member of First Baptist 
Church, Prattville, explained that incorpo-
ration is a means of protecting a church’s 
liability. 

“Incorporation creates a ‘fictitious 
person’ so that leaders and members of 
the church aren’t singled out for lawsuits 
except in case of gross misconduct by indi-
viduals,” he said.

Nonprofit corporations
Grainger said it has been common for 

churches to file articles of incorporation, 
but now it is recommended they file as 
nonprofit corporations — a procedure that 
may offer greater protection. In either case, 
documents should be filed with the county 
probate judge who will, in turn, provide a 
copy to the secretary of state.

Incorporation documents can be viewed 
by the public, but a church’s bylaws are not 
considered public documents, he said.

“Bylaws explain how a church oper-
ates and are updated from time to time,” 
Grainger said. “Be sure your incorporation 
documents mention the bylaws, but don’t 
include them in incorporation filings. We 

don’t want to re-file incorporation docu-
ments every time we change bylaws.”

Another way congregations can protect 
themselves is to have worker’s compensa-
tion insurance for all employees. Grainger 
also said churches can post signs prohibit-
ing firearms on site. Alabama’s concealed 
carry law trumps church policy, he said, 
but firearms are prohibited in day care or 
child-care facilities by state law.

Bylaw restriction
Churches also should consider a specific 

bylaw restriction in a leadership section 
prohibiting “continued participation in ho-
mosexual behavior,” Grainger said.

“We want to be welcoming and loving 
toward all people, but a church has the 
freedom of association to restrict leader-
ship positions to people of Christian matu-
rity,” he said.

Chip Smith, associate in the office 
of LeaderCare and 
church administra-
tion and director of 
the conference, said 
many churches bundle 
constitution and bylaws 
together like salt and 
pepper, but the docu-
ments are separate and 
unique.

“A constitution is what unincorporated 
churches have instead of articles of incor-
poration,” he said. “The current edition of 
‘Robert’s Rules of Order’ (11th edition) 
states that the term ‘bylaw’ is preferred and 
that’s what we now recommend.”

Smith said bylaws explain how a church 
relates to its members and shouldn’t include 
“legalese” or be overly technical — they 
should just give general guidelines.

“A sixth grader should be able to read the 
bylaws,” he said. “Specificity comes in the 
policies.”

And policies are important for a church 
to have, Smith said. “I’ve known some 
churches who claim they don’t have poli-
cies. Some say they follow only the Bible. 
This is a good practice, but every church 
has policies — the way they do things — 
whether written or not.

“Policies relate to employment benefits 
or handling money or church discipline, 
and these documents are very specific,” he 
said. “Sometimes policies are approved by 
the congregation and sometimes they’re 
written by specific committees or teams in 
the church to govern their procedures and 
need not be approved by the congregation.”

Smith said written and proper documen-
tation helps the church follow Paul’s ex-
hortation that everything “be done decently 
and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40).

“Proper documents help us do our work 
efficiently, save time and avoid disagree-
ments as we seek to serve the Lord.”

Conduct church ‘decently’ 
with proper, written documents

For more information, 
contact Chip Smith at 

1-800-264-1225, ext. 342, 
or csmith@alsbom.org.

“Proper documents help us do our work efficiently, 
save time and avoid disagreements.” 

Chip Smith
associate in the office of LeaderCare and church administration, SBOM
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Child poverty, migration out of state on the rise
By Neisha Roberts
The Alabama Baptist

With an increase in child 
poverty throughout the 
state and a decrease in 

county populations, life in Ala-
bama could be seen as weakening 
rather than improving.

According to VOICES for Ala-
bama’s Children, an annual report 
released July 21, about 298,000 
Alabama children live in poverty 
— a 5 percent increase from what 
was reported in 2008. 

Those numbers equate to 27 
percent of Alabama’s children 
living in poverty, 5 percent more 
than the national average, accord-
ing to the 2015 KIDS COUNT 
Data Book. In that annual report 
based on findings for 2013, Ala-
bama ranked No. 45 in the overall 
list of child well-being. 

Poverty, as defined by the De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services, is an income of less 
than $24,250 for a family of four. 

Economic well-being
In terms of a child’s economic 

well-being, Alabama’s stats also 
worsened in the following cat-
egories: 
4Children whose parents 

lack secure employment — 34 
percent in 2013 up from 30 per-
cent in 2008
4Children living in house-

holds with a high housing cost 
burden — 31 percent compared 
to 30 percent in 2008
4Children living in high- 

poverty areas — 17 percent up 
from 13 percent in 2008

According to nonprofit Ala-
bama Possible’s most recent re-
port, which is compiled from the 
census and other agencies, every 
county in the state has a higher 
poverty rate among children than 
the state’s overall population. 
Houston County’s poverty rate, 
for example, at 18.1 percent is 
better than the state average, but 
its poverty rate among children, 
30.1 percent, is worse than the 
state average. 

Despite the rise in child pov-
erty rates, the health of children 
in the state is improving, accord-
ing to the KIDS COUNT report. 
In 2008 there were 40 child 
and teen deaths per 100,000, 
compared to 33 in 2013. Other 
health-related stats that improved 
in 2013 compared to 2008 are:
4Low-birthweight babies 

— 10 percent compared to 10.6 
percent 
4Children without health 

insurance — 4 percent compared 
to 8 percent (Nevada is the worst 
state on the list at 15 percent of 
children living without health 
insurance and Massachusetts 
ranks No. 1 with only 2 percent 
of children living without health 
insurance).
4Teens who abuse alcohol or 

drugs — 6 percent compared to 
7 percent

Education is one way out of 
poverty, which is why Melanie 
Bridgeforth, executive director of 
VOICES for Alabama’s Children, 
praises the state’s expanded pre-
kindergarten education program. 

“When we look at what is 
being done to combat poverty 
in Alabama, pre-k is one of the 
most important accomplish-
ments,” Bridgeforth told The Ala-
bama Baptist. “It’s an example 
of the governor, Legislature and 
businesses coming together to do 
something right.”

Addressing conditions that 
keep people in poverty is es-
sential to improving the financial 
outlook for poor Alabamians, 
especially the children in the 
state. There is a need for jobs, 
for education and for diplomas, 
Bridgeforth said, but there is a 
need for hope as well. 

“Poverty is a demography not 
a destiny,” she said. “Growing 
up in poverty does not mean that 
one’s path is set.” 

Economic well-being, health, 
education and other factors may 
play into the state’s population.

Forty of Alabama’s 67 coun-
ties saw a decrease in population 
in 2014 from 2010, according to 
the recently released U.S. Census 
Bureau estimates. 

Macon County lost 10 percent 
of its residents and Coosa and 
Perry counties saw a 7 percent 
drop in population. 

Census insights
Other population insights from 

the census include:
4Population in rural areas is 

rapidly declining. Counties that 
saw the largest increase in popu-
lation were clustered around large 
universities, the beach and metro 
areas.
4Tuscaloosa and Madison 

counties, the most densely popu-
lated counties in the state, are 
growing. Jefferson and Mobile 
counties, which include major 
metro areas, grew some and only 
Montgomery saw a decline in 
population, with 1.4 percent fewer 
people in 2014 than in 2010.
4Jefferson County lost 8,450 

residents to domestic migration 
since 2010 but gained about 3,200 
people through international mi-
gration. This may convey that it is 
not an appealing area to locals but 
is appealing to internationals.
4Lee County saw the largest 

gain in population from inter-
national migration, followed by 
Pike, Coffee, Dale, Montgomery, 
Franklin, Shelby and Madison 
counties. (Carrie Brown Mc-
Whorter contributed)

Status 
of the state
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By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

O
ne day when Cedric Brown 
was just a little kid growing 
up near Tarrant, his mom 
stopped going to church.

“When my grandmother 
passed away, my mother had a faith crisis. 
She couldn’t believe God would take her 
mother away,” said Brown, pastor of Des-
tiny Covenant Church, Tarrant.

So the family started skipping Sundays, 
until one day the young boy realized he 
was missing something.

“I got up, put on my little suit and 
walked myself to the nearest church,” he 
said.

His mom was stunned when he came 
back and she learned where he had been. 
But eventually she started sending his 
siblings with him, then sent some offer-
ing money. Eventually she came back to 
church and to God.

“Children can lead their parents to 
church,” Brown said.

‘God wants to do something’
And that’s exactly what his hopes are for 

Destiny Covenant, the church that through 
“a movement of God” moved into the north 
Birmingham community near where he 
grew up.

“We wanted to be a church in a commu-
nity where people could walk to church,” 
Brown said.

That’s been their goal ever since the 
church started in Hotel Highland in Bir-
mingham’s Five Points South neighbor-
hood in 2009. They moved from there 
into another rented space in a commercial 

building downtown, then out to a skating 
rink on a major highway in Tarrant.

The church was growing, but it was 
never quite in the position to be a presence 
in a neighborhood like Brown and others 
prayed it would be.

That’s when Central Baptist Church, Tar-
rant, came on the scene.

“I was talking about our vision with a 
friend and he told me I should get in touch 
with this pastor in town,” Brown said, re-
ferring to James Parnell, Central Baptist’s 
pastor.

Parnell and his congregation — whose 
youngest member was “about 70” — had 
been praying about how to best transi-
tion their church to reach the community 
around them.

So when Brown contacted Parnell, the 
two began to meet up on Thursdays to 
talk and pray, Parnell said. They had “no 
agenda,” he said.

But, Brown said, it became quickly ap-
parent that God had one.

“I remember Bro. James saying, ‘I don’t 
know what God wants to do, but I know He 
wants to do something,’” he said.

It wasn’t too long before that “some-
thing” got started by Destiny Covenant 
moving into Central Baptist’s chapel.

And on the very first Sunday there, 
Brown saw his prayers answered.

“I was preaching on the passage where 
Jesus said, ‘Put your nets on the other side 
of the boat, and you’ll catch some fish.’ We 
felt like that’s what God said to us when 
He moved us to the other side of the high-
way in Tarrant. And in the middle of the 
sermon, two men from the neighborhood 
walked in,” Brown said. “It was amazing.”

And it only grew from there. 
After a big Easter event, 20 visitors from 

the community came to the church, and 
Destiny Covenant and Central Baptist to-
gether began to dream even bigger.

‘Everything we needed’
“We made our theme ‘All in for outreach 

2015,’ but we didn’t have enough people in 
our congregation to do the kind of outreach 
we wanted to do,” Brown said.

So they began praying for God to send 
some people to help them do it.

Enter Smoke Rise Baptist Church, War-
rior, and Carolina Baptist Church, Anda-
lusia. Parnell connected Destiny Covenant 
with the two congregations, as well as with 
the greater Baptist family — the church 
joined Birmingham Baptist Association in 
July. And as a joint effort, everyone began 
to work toward an evangelistic effort with a 
clothes giveaway and MEGA Sports Camp.

“God sent everything we needed,” 
Brown said.

Volunteers from Smoke Rise Baptist 
prayer-walked the neighborhood, hand-
ing out flyers and telling people about the 
event. And Carolina Baptist brought a team 
full of coaches and teachers to run the 
sports camp, which offered cheerleading, 

basketball and martial arts classes for about 
45 neighborhood children. Their parents 
came too. And everyone heard the gospel.

Keith Tankersley, pastor of Carolina 
Baptist, said it was a good way for his 
church to use “our God-given talents to 
reach out.”

Jonathan Jones, also with Carolina Bap-
tist, agreed. “Destiny Covenant is a great 
church trying to introduce itself to the 
community,” he said. “We were glad to be 
able to help them do that.”

Brown said the evangelistic efforts are 
gaining momentum and boosting his faith, 
and Parnell said the whole thing has been a 
blessing to him and his church.

“Our mindset at Central Baptist is that 
we want to be in the community, and we 
don’t know how much longer we will be 
around, age-wise,” Parnell said. “My role 
is to lead us in the direction that God wants 
our church to go.”

And that direction, he said, is to support, 
equip and encourage Destiny Covenant for 
ministry inside and outside the walls of 
Central Baptist’s building.

Brown said his church is thrilled about 
that. “We’re just trying to find what God is 
doing and join Him, and He continues to 
open doors.”

Photo by Grace Thornton

Keith Tankersley, pastor of Carolina Baptist Church, Andalusia, helps a young boy 
with his martial arts form during MEGA Sports Camp at Destiny Covenant Church.

Churches from around state come alongside 
Tarrant church to help reach community
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By Evangelism Office
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

God wants to have an in-
timate relationship with 

you. He has placed an emp-
tiness in every person that 
only He can fill. People often 
seek to fill this emptiness 
with things other than God: 
material possessions, success 
in business, sports, alcohol, 
immoral sex and so forth. 
Nothing can permanently 
satisfy this emptiness other 
than God Himself.

The problem is our sinful-
ness keeps us from having 
this relationship with God. 
The Bible teaches “for all 
have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). Our sin is separating 
us from a holy and just God. 
Moreover God’s Word makes 
it clear that “the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

Our only hope rests in the 
love of God demonstrated 
in that “while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). God “made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin 
on our behalf, that we might 
become the righteousness of 
God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).

As is stated, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Jesus lived a sinless life to-
tally in submission to God’s 
will. Christ is the spotless 
sacrifice to remedy our sin 
problem. He paid the wages 
of our sins by His death upon 
the cross. He died for our 
sins, was buried and rose 
again on the third day.

You can receive this salva-
tion by turning from your 
sins and placing your faith 
in Christ alone. “That if you 
confess with your mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and believe in 
your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you shall 
be saved.” (Rom. 10:9).

This very moment you can 
have eternal life if you will:

1. Admit you are a sinner.
2. Be willing to turn from 

your sins.
3. Believe Jesus died for 

you on the cross and rose 
from the grave. 

4. Through prayer, invite 
Jesus to be your Lord and 
Savior.

Want to

GOD?
know

church positions
 
BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR 
Steele Baptist Church, Steele, 
Ala., is seeking God’s will for 
a bivocational pastor. Please 
send resumés to: Steele Baptist 
Church, 3811 Pope Ave., Steele, 
AL 35987, or email to: steel-
ebaptistchurch@gmail.com. For 
more information, call 256-538-
6612.

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR 
County Line Baptist Church, 
County Line, Alabama, is look-
ing for a bivocational pastor.  
We are a small church who 
loves the Lord who has been 
together since 1897. Send re-
sumé to: 74 Smith Mill Road, 
Attn: Pulpit Committee, Traf-
ford, AL 35172.

Minister of Music 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Gads-
den, accepting resumés for min-
ister of music. Email resumés 
and hyperlinks to YouTube sites 
with samples to: secretarybellev-
ue@gmail.com, or mail resumés 
and DVDs to: 150 Noccalula 
Dr., Gadsden, AL 35904.

minister of YOUTH 
East Highland Baptist Church in 
Hartselle is accepting resumés 
for a bivocational youth minis-

ter. Send resumés via email to: 
searchcommitteeehbc@gmail.
com.

Youth/Children’s  
Pastor 
Nazareth Baptist Church, located 
in Rainsville, Ala., is prayerfully 
seeking a youth/children’s pas-
tor. Candidates for the position 
must have a passion for reach-
ing and discipling the youth/
children with a strong emphasis 
on reaching families through this 
ministry. Must also be a strong 
leader and communicator, have 
excellent organization skills and 
demonstrate a faithful walk with 
the Lord being an example to 
the youth/children. Youth expe-
rience is preferred. Our church 
asks that you be in prayer for 
God’s direction as we pray for 
the one He will send. Send 
resumés to: nazarethoffice@
farmerstel.com, or mail them to: 
Nazareth Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 541, Rainsville, AL 35986.

Other positions
 
ministry assistant 
A vibrant growing SBC church 
family seeks a full-time Ministry 
Assistant in the quad cities area 
of Bessemer, Helena, Hoover 
and McCalla. Resumés can be 
sent to Canaan Baptist Church, 

2543 Morgan Road, Bessemer, 
AL 35022 — cteague@canaan-
baptist.net.

travel/vacation
 
AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDE 
CONDOS 
Gulf Shores and Orange Beach, 
Ala. Rent direct, Christian fam-
ily owners. Lowest prices on 
the beach. Call 205-752-1231, 
205-556-0368, 251-752-2366 
or www.gulfshorescondos.com.

LOG CABIN 
Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished. 
Discounts to ministers. Log on 
to www.paradisevista.net to see 
pictures. Call for reservations at 
205-540-3600.

Hayesville, Western N. 
Carolina 
Lovely, like-new mountain cot-
tage for rent, April–November. 
2 BRs, 2 BAs. All convenienc-
es. Weekly/monthly. On beauti-
ful Hiawassee River. Low price 
$500 plus tax weekly. Sleeps 
five. Children welcome. No 
pets. 828-389-3302.

business
 
GREAT PRICES 
Stair-lifts, walk-in tubs, lift-chairs 

and lightweight take-apart 
scooters. We service Alabama. 
1-800-682-0658.

STEEPLES, ETC. 
No job too big or too small. Call 
for free on-site consultation. 
Toll-free 1-888-699-9679 or 
Alabama local 205-699-9679. 
Ask for Terry Barnes, owner. 
Visit gallery at www.SteeplesEtc.
com.

TIME TO REPLACE THAT 
OLD CHURCH SIGN? 
Reliable Sign Services, a 
Christian-operated, full-service 
sign company for two decades, 
is ready to assist you as you ex-
pand your church sign ministry. 
From electronic message boards 
to traditional signs, Reliable will 
fabricate and install statewide or 
ship anywhere. www.reliable-
signs.com. 1-800-729-6844, 
205-664-0955. 

For sale
 
PIANO FOR SALE 
Essex by Steinway Baby Grand.  
Black High Gloss Finish. 
Matching Bench, excellent 
condition. Price is $13,000.  
Call 334-749-6229. Reference 
is Jim Hill, piano technician, 
334-297-4702.

For information about placing a classified ad, contact the advertising department of *The Alabama Baptist 
at 205-870-4720, ext. 102, or ads@thealabamabaptist.org. Copy deadline is two weeks before publication.

TAB* Classifieds

Harry Blackwell Brock Jr., a giant of the 
banking industry and stalwart trustee of 

Samford University for more than 
50 years, died July 29. He was 89.

In 1964, Brock and a group of 
his friends opened the first new 
bank in Birmingham in 18 years. 
He was instrumental in the passage 
of the Statewide Bank Merger bill 
in 1980, allowing branching across 
county lines.  

Brock served as chairman and 
CEO of Compass Bancshares from 
1987 until his retirement in 1991. 

He was named to the Samford 
board of trustees in 1962 and served for 53 
years, including four years (1985–1989) as 
chairman. He was elected a life trustee in 
1992. Samford’s business school was renamed 

as the Brock School of Business in 2007. 
“For those of you who have been around 

Samford for several years, you are 
aware of Mr. Brock’s legendary efforts 
to lend support to this institution,” said 
Samford President Andrew Westmo-
reland. “While he wasn’t a Samford 
graduate, he adopted this place as his 
own and thousands of individuals have 
benefitted as a result.”  

Brock was a graduate of the Ten-
nessee Military Institute and the 
University of Alabama and held a cer-
tificate from the American Institute of 
Banking. He served in the U.S. Navy 

during World War II. 
He is survived by his wife, Jane; three 

children; six grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. (Samford, TAB) 

brock

Stalwart Samford trustee Brock dies

BGEA’s Festival of Hope comes to Bartow Arena
The Billy Graham Crusades impacted 

millions with the gospel message from 
the 1940s until Graham’s final crusade 

in 2005. Now 10 years later the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association (BGEA) is bringing 
the gospel message to Birmingham through a 
familiar format with the Greater Birmingham 
Festival of Hope with Franklin Graham, Billy 
Graham’s son and BGEA president and CEO.

Rod Barnett, director of the North Ameri-
can Festivals for BGEA, believes the country 
is ready for a movement of God.

“I think right now, in the state of our coun-
try and around the world ... there’s a need for 
a message of hope,” he said, according to lo-
cal news media. 

And through Christian artists and addi-
tional prayer events, the Aug. 14–16 Festival 
of Hope will be sharing the gospel to bring 
people to Jesus and then plug them into a lo-
cal church body for growth. 

Newsboys, Kari Jobe, others
The Festival, sponsored by area businesses 

and churches, will be held at Bartow Arena 
and is free to the public. Each night Amena 
Brown and DJ Opdiggy will act as hosts.

Headliners include Kirk Franklin, News-
boys, Lacey, Flame, Kari Jobe, Michael W. 
Smith, Dae-Lee and Tasha Cobbs. The fes-
tival will start at 7 p.m. Friday night, 6 p.m. 
Saturday night and 5 p.m. Sunday night with 
Franklin Graham closing out each night with 
a gospel message. Doors will open 90 minutes 

before the festival begins each night. 
For more than a year volunteers like David 

George, president of Woman’s Missionary 
Union Foundation, have been working to make 
this event a reality. George has been encourag-
ing and working with organizations and indi-
viduals who want to support the festival, but 
his role hits home on a more personal level. 

“The last time that Billy Graham came to 
Birmingham my dad, Tom, was on one of the 
planning committees. I remember we rode 
buses from Roebuck into downtown to attend 

the Crusade at Legion Field. So to be involved 
in the planning of this festival ... was an honor 
I could not pass up.”

Prayer events also have been taking place 
in preparation for the festival. From a student 
prayer rally at Briarwood Presbyterian Church 
on Aug. 4 to a general prayer gathering at the 
Greater Birmingham Festival office Aug. 14, 
organizers are seeking to unify the community 
with the love of Christ. 

For more information, visit greaterbirming-
hamfestival.org. (Maggie Walsh) 
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By Carrie Brown McWhorter
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

T
raveling to unfamiliar coun-
tries to work with unfamiliar 
cultures is challenging, espe-
cially when something as in-
nocent as a misspoken word 

can bring the trip to a screeching halt. 
To better prepare missions volunteers 

for service, the Alabama Baptist State 
Board of Missions (SBOM) offers two 
levels of Faith Focused Safe Travel Train-
ing as part of its Alabama Acts 1:8 Con-
nections ministry.

“Traveling internationally or nation-
ally on missions is a big undertaking and 
many things can go wrong,” said Reggie 
Quimby, SBOM global missions director. 
“Whether you are going on a missions trip 
or shopping at your local grocery store, 
you can be taken advantage of. We want 
to give people some tools they can put in 
their tool belt to use in these situations.”

The SBOM offers two levels of safe 
travel training: Level A and Level B. 

Level A is a one-day course that pro-
vides basic training for those who travel 
occasionally to low-risk areas and covers 

field, missionaries on the field and the 
volunteer team. Anybody traveling can 
be detained if they don’t have the right 
answers or the right details. Immigration 
and customs, even in countries that are our 
friends, can be friendly or unfriendly. Safe 
travel training helps everyone travel more 
safely.”

Covington Baptist Association recently 
hosted a Level A training course. Otis 
Corbitt, director of missions and a former 
International Mission 
Board missionary, 
said he is convinced 
churches do not do 
enough to prepare ad-
equately for the dan-
gers inherent in travel. 

“Our churches 
prepare very well for 
the logistics of trips 
and for the ministry 
that will take place, 
but they don’t think 
enough about the 
problems that can 
come up,” he said. “My concern is that it 
will only take one big disaster to happen 
with a volunteer team that could lead to 
teams not going at all.”

Even “honest but human mistakes” can 
lead to big problems, Corbitt said. Using 
the wrong word in the wrong context can 
lead to a volunteer being denied entry into 
a country. He gave the example of the word 
“work” used to describe a ministry effort. 

“In some countries, that word might 
suggest you are planning to take a job 
from someone local, and they may turn 
you around and send you home,” he said. 
“Then if they stamp your passport as ‘de-
nied entry,’ other countries may not let 
you in later.”

Safe travel training is not just to prepare 
for terrorism or robbery, or even for trav-
eling in closed countries, Corbitt said. 

“It’s about knowing how to present 
yourself correctly so that even the govern-
ments won’t think you’re bad,” he said. 
“It’s even for those responding to disasters 

topics like travel safety, general conduct, 
crime survival and basic crisis policy.

Level B is more extensive, with four 
sessions of instruction. Level B covers the 
same topics as Level A with additional 
information about dealing with unfriendly 
governments, detention and questioning. 
In Level B training participants have the 
opportunity to role-play difficult situa-
tions and practice their responses.

At both levels the goal is to get par-
ticipants to think about the risks and get 
prepared.

‘We need to be prepared’
“Sometimes when we talk about robbery 

or detainment, people say ‘that’s not going 
to happen to me.’ We want people to stop 
and think about the risk that we’re cur-
rently under, not only internationally but 
also in the U.S., and how we need to be 
prepared to have safe travel,” Quimby said.

Faith Focused Safe Travel Training is 
really about helping missions volunteers 
make better decisions so the goals of the 
trip can be accomplished, Quimby said. 

“It’s for the whole team,” he said. 
“Good training protects nationals on the 

or humanitarian needs, like the earth-
quakes in Nepal.”

Michael Evett, a member of Willow 
Street Baptist Church, Scottsboro, in Ten-
nessee River Baptist Association, has 
been traveling with missions teams for 
two years. He said the training has helped 
him lead teams and teach others how to be 
more aware of their words and actions.

“When we go into hard areas, I want 
people to consider how things look,” Evett 

said. “It’s so much 
easier when missions 
teams have a mindset 
of not necessarily be-
ing afraid but being 
aware and avoiding 
situations that might 
be dangerous.”

Brian Gay, minister 
of missions at First 
Baptist Church, Mont-
gomery, in Montgom-
ery Baptist Associa-
tion, agreed.

“It’s good that team 
leaders and members go through all the 
preparations they can to be safe and to ap-
propriately share the gospel in whatever 
context they go to,” he said. “Some of that 
involves knowing what to say and when.”

Other resources
Evett also values other resources pro-

vided in the training, such as emergency 
contact information and updates about cur-
rent events that might present dangers or 
challenges in the country.

“I’m thankful to know there are people 
working behind the scenes to make sure 
our team travels as safely as possible,” 
Evett said.

Corbitt said that while most teams go 
to places that are relatively easy and con-
venient, there are many people groups in 
places that aren’t safe. 

“The gospel is supposed to go to the ut-
termost parts and those places can be hard 
to get to. We have to equip ourselves to go 
there as well,” he said.

Faith-focused training prepares Alabama Baptist volunteers for travel

iStock photo

If you were arrested while on a missions trip overseas, would you know what 
to do? To be prepared and have tools to put to use in tough situations, go to 

a Faith Focused Safe Travel Training (see schedule below).

Churches interested in 
hosting a training should 
contact Reggie Quimby at 
1-800-264-1225, ext. 239 
or via email at rquimby@

alsbom.org. For more 
information, visit 

www.alsbom.org/ffst.

Traveling
safely

Upcoming training events
Upcoming Level A training events

Aug. 13 — Central Baptist Church, Decatur
Oct. 1 — Baptist Building, Montgomery

Nov. 5 — Canaan Baptist Church, Bessemer

Level B training is scheduled for Dec. 8–10 
at the State Board of Missions building in Montgomery. 

The fee for Level A training is $45. 
The fee for Level B training is $250.

“The gospel is supposed to go to the uttermost 

parts and those places can be hard to get to. 

We have to equip ourselves to go there as well.”

Otis Corbitt
director of missions, Covington Baptist Association
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Sunday School Lessons For August 9

The Worthy Lamb
Revelation 5:1–14

The Search (1–4)
John sees an awesome sight in heaven. 

Before him stands a mighty angel proclaim-
ing, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” The scroll to which the 
angel refers evokes the image of Ezekiel’s 
words: “And when I looked, behold, a hand 
was stretched out to me, and behold, a 
scroll of a book was in it. And he spread it 
before me. And it had writing on the front 
and on the back, and there were written on 
it words of lamentation and mourning and 
woe” (Ezek. 2:9–10). The opening of the 
scroll and the breaking of its seal spells af-
fliction for unbelievers (Rev. 6).

But again the question: Who is worthy to 
open the seal and its scrolls? Who is quali-
fied to unleash the cataclysmic chain of 
events to follow?

John sees no one in heaven or on earth 
who is worthy for such a task. In fact no 
one is qualified even to look into the scroll. 
Upon this realization, John begins weeping 
— not just any weeping, but loud weeping, 
the kind that characterizes severe lament.

The Discovery (5–7)
But John’s sorrow comes to a quick end. 

One of the elders in heaven tells him to 
look at the Worthy One, the “Lion from the 
tribe of Judah” and the “Root of David.” 
The former title alludes to Genesis 49:9 
and the latter to Isaiah 11:1–2, underscor-
ing that the one worthy to open the scroll is 
none other than Jesus, the conquering King 
from the line of David.

John then looks and sees “a lamb stand-
ing as though it had been slain.” The notion 
of a “slain lamb” echoes the Passover lamb 
in the Exodus story, whose blood spared 
Israel from the plague of death. It also reso-
nates with Isaiah 53:7, which speaks of the 
lamb being led to the slaughter, depicting 

the sacrificial death of the suffering Servant.
In light of this, the identity of the “lamb” 

is Jesus Christ, the one who suffered and 
shed His blood for our sins. He is one and 
the same with the “Lion of Judah” and 
“Root of David.” Fittingly He is the one 
worthy to open the scroll and its seals.

The Honoring (8–14)
When the Lamb takes the scroll, the four 

living creatures and the 24 elders fall be-
fore Him. They exclaim that He is worthy 
to open it because His blood not only re-
deems Israel but people “from every tribe, 
language, people and nation” (Rev. 5:9). 
He has made such people a Kingdom and 
priests who will reign with Him on the new 
earth (Ex. 19:6).

Notice that Jesus’ blood was not slain 
to redeem one particular ethnic group, 
whether Anglo, African-American, Asian, 
Hispanic, etc. His blood redeems people 
from every nation.

Do the nations worship God separately 
in their own specified spaces? No. They 
worship Jesus together in the new earth. 
We see a clear picture of this in Revelation 
15:4: “All nations will come and worship 
You, for Your righteous acts have been 
revealed.”

If eternity will be composed of a di-
verse company of believers honoring 
Jesus, should not our churches reflect this 
reality? Should not people from different 
nationalities be able to worship under the 
same roof? Would this not be an amazing 
testimony to an unbelieving world, that the 
blood of Jesus, the Lamb who was slain, 
the one worthy to open the scroll, washes 
away the sins of bigotry and hate that once 
divided us and unites people who were 
once at enmity with one another? Would 
this not give unbelievers a foretaste of the 
Kingdom, beckoning them to join us in 
worshipping Jesus? I think so. Better yet, I 
know so.

Return to God’s Word
Nehemiah 8:1–8

Every Sunday at my church, two pas-
sages of Scripture are read, after which 
the rector proclaims, “This is the Word of 
the Lord.” Those of us in the congregation 
then respond, “Thanks be to God.” This 
rhythm has been part of my church life for 
as long as I can remember. It’s a reminder 
to me that these texts we read and affirm 
are not just words on a page. They are not 
molecules of black ink on white sheets of 
paper. Rather these words are living and 
active, as the writer to the Hebrews attests 
(Heb. 4:12). Moreover these words have 
taken on flesh in Jesus Christ (John 1:14) 
and, as a result, these words are to be 
fleshed within us as well (Heb. 4:12).

Be attentive to God’s Word. (1–4)
During the Second Temple Period (539 

B.C.E–70 C.E.), the children of Israel 
are permitted to return home to Yehud. 
They are permitted to rebuild the ancient 
ruins. They are permitted to rebuild their 
relationships with each other. And they 
are permitted to rebuild their understand-
ing of God and of what God wants from 
them through the words He spoke to their 
forebears long ago and through the leader-
ship of the priest Ezra and the governor, 
Nehemiah. 

For the first time in a long time the 
words of God are physically written on 
scrolls that are available for the entire 
community. One of Ezra’s key functions 
within the community of Yehud was to 
read aloud God’s Word.

Respond to God’s Word with 
worship and obedience. (5–6)

The people’s response to the Word of 
the Lord is akin to the response to former 
leaders such as Moses and Joshua — 
“Amen.” For contemporary Christian be-
lievers, our “amen” or “thanks be to God” 

is at heart more than verbal affirmation. It 
is an “amen” that we live daily, gratitude 
for the Word of God in whatever form it 
happens to take. 

Theologians such as Eugene Peterson 
and Barbara Brown Taylor have both af-
firmed that God’s Word is not merely a 
thing “external” to us but is rather some-
thing that should alter how we live. Taylor 
said, “The whole purpose of the Bible, 
it seems to me, is to convince people to 
set the written Word down in order to be-
come living words in the world for God’s 
sake. For me, this willing conversion of 
ink back to blood is the full substance of 
faith.”

The “thanks be to God” and the “amen” 
after the reading of the Word is an invita-
tion not only to imbibe what we hear but 
to allow that Word to change us, to come 
with us on our journeys where our stories 
connect with God’s story. 

Similarly Peterson has said, “We are 
fond of saying that the Bible has all the 
answers. And that is certainly correct. ... 
But the Bible also has all the questions, 
many of them we would just as soon were 
never asked of us, some of which we will 
spend the rest of our lives doing our best 
to dodge. The Bible is a most comforting 
book; it also a most discomfiting book.”

Study God’s Word to ensure your 
full understanding. (7–8)

Part of the reason we study God’s 
Word is to understand experientially and 
not only intellectually. When we do that, 
we may likely see that Peterson is cor-
rect — the Bible is discomfiting for many 
reasons, chief of which is that the Bible is 
not only a thing to be read but a thing that 
reads us. 

To come to a greater understanding of 
God’s Word is to come to a greater under-
standing of who we are in light of Jesus 
Christ.

Explore the Bible By Miguel Echevarria, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Christian Ministries, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life By Noel Forlini, Ph.D.
Adjunct Professor of Biblical Perspectives, Samford University

Christian Crossword
By Jody Ellis         Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
	 1.	First book of New
		  Testament.
	 7.	 In like manner also, that  
		  women ___ themselves 
		  in modest apparel. 
		  (1 Tim. 2:9)
12.	 Solomon’s son was  
		  Rehoboam, ___ his son.  
		  (1 Chron. 3:10)
13.	 Alcoholics Anonymous.  
		  (abbr.)
14.	 Train station.
15.	 Ice skating arena.
16.	 Unto ___, my own son in 
		  the faith. (1 Tim. 1:2)
18.	 Save Caleb the son of  
		  Jephunneh the ___.  
		  (Num. 32:12)
20.	 And Zanoah, and 
		  Engannim, Tappuah, 
		  and ___. (Josh. 15:34)
22.	 He left the ___ cloth, 
		  and fled from them 
		  naked. (Mark 14:52)
23.	 Grain storage place.
25.	 That the ___ men be 
		  sober. (Titus 2:2)
27.	 Artist’s stand.
30.	 Upon the great ___ of 
		  his right foot. (Lev. 8:23)

		  nor drinking wine. 
		  (Luke 7:33)
	 6.	Or ministry, let us ___ on 
		  our ministering. 
		  (Rom. 12:7)
	 7.	Why make ye this ___, 
		  and weep? (Mark 5:39)
	 8.	But thou shalt utterly 
		  ___ it. (Deut. 7:26)
	 9.	And
		  Chepharhaammonai,  
		  and ___ and Gaba; 12 
		  cities with their villages.  
		  (Josh. 18:24)
10.	 If ye fulfill the ___ law  
		  according to the 
		  Scripture. (James 2:8)
11. 	New Testament. (abbr.)
17.	 Even out of the ___s of  
		  Gibeah. (Judg. 20:33)
19.	 Concerning ___, 
		  persecuting the church. 
		  (Phil. 3:6)
21.	 Let your ___ be known 
		  unto all men. (Phil. 4:5)
24.	 Thou ___ thy people like 
		  a flock. (Ps. 77:20)
26.	 Estimated Time of 
		  Arrival. (abbr.)
28.	 Eleazar ___ son. 
		  (Ex. 6:25)

32.	 Anger.
34.	 Facts.
35.	 For the Lord is our 
		  judge, the Lord is our 
		  ___. (Isa. 33:22)
36.	 Doctor. (abbr.)
37.	 Iowa. (abbr.)
38.	 Executive order. (abbr.)
39.	 A ___ without blemish.  
		  (1 Pet. 1:19)
42.	 Sow the fields, and ___  
		  vineyards. (Ps. 107:37)
44.	 Tin symbol.
45.	 Imitate.
47.	 Yes. (Spanish)
48.	 Teaspoon. (abbr.)
50.	 Hammer.
51.	 Direction.
53.	 Latter-day Saints. (abbr.)
54.	 Whereby the world that 
		  ___ was perished. 
		  (2 Pet. 3:6)
Down
	 1.	Follows 1 across.
	 2.	___ the Arbathite. 
		  (1 Chron. 11:32)
	 3.	Tasting the most of tin.
	 4.	When Joseph had ___ 
		  the body. (Matt. 27:59)
	 5.	For John the Baptist 
		  came neither ___ bread 

29.	 Though thou exalt thyself 
		  as the ___. (Obad. 4)
31.	 Princes shall come out 
		  of ___. (Ps. 68:31)
32.	 Four. (Roman numeral)
33.	 He hath caused the arrows 	
		  of his quiver to enter into 
		  my ___. (Lam. 3:13)
35.	 It is not for kings, O ___.  
		  (Prov. 31:4)
40.	 Ampere. (abbr.)
41.	 Emitted blood.
43.	 Therefore also I have ___  
		  him to the Lord. 
		  (1 Sam. 1:28)
46.	 Opposite of question (abbr.)
49.	 Ma and ___.
52.	 Inquiry. (slang)
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WHAT ARE YOU
READING?

Alabama Baptists share about 
what they are currently reading

Tell us what you are reading, a quick summary 
of what it is about and your response to it 
so far. Email news@thealabamabaptist.org 

or send us a message on Facebook. 
You may also mail your information to 3310 
Independence Drive, Birmingham, AL 35209.

JASON DEES
Valleydale Church, Birmingham
“Preaching and Preachers” by Martin Lloyd Jones; “The 
Principle of the Path” by Andy Stanley; “Onward” by Rus-
sell Moore; and “The Real All Americans” by Sally Jenkins

I am always reading a few books at once. I just finished 
‘Preaching and Preachers.’ It is a classic that every pastor 

should read on the high calling that God has given every man 
that works from the preacher’s desk. I read it in seminary but 
we take our interns through it every year. I am reading ‘The 
Principle of the Path’ with my men’s group. It is a good, prac-
tical book on the importance of making wise decisions. I also 
am reading ‘Onward.’ I think Dr. Moore is one of the great 
voices of our day on gospel and culture. I also just started 
‘The Real All Americans,’ a great story about football at the 
Carlisle Indian School. It is one of the most interesting stories 
in American history, I think, and it is a big part of the devel-
opment of football.”

ALEX WOLF
FBC Montgomery
“Animal, Vegetable, Miracle” by Barbara Kingsolver

It’s a memoir about moving her family from the American 
Southwest to Appalachia in order to grow their own food 

for one whole year. The book is amazing and so eye-opening 
because it sheds light on just how removed the average West-
erner is from the food they consume each day. The writing 
and ideas are not necessarily spiritual, but so many spiritual 
parallels can be drawn about how the Lord intended us to 
work for and consume food.”

JAY WOLF
FBC Montgomery
“Counter Culture” by David Platt

In ‘Counter Culture,’ David Platt examines a wide array of 
important moral issues through the lens of a Christ-centered 

worldview. David’s compelling reasoning fused with practi-
cal application provides helpful tools for any Christ-follower 
to use as they seek to form and articulate their worldview. 
This book is destined to be a classic that will equip countless 
people to serve as more effective disciples of King Jesus.”

By Leann Callaway
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

I
n response to the tremendous success of 
the 2014 blockbuster movie “God’s Not 
Dead,” the film’s executive producer, Troy 
Duhon, desired to follow up with audiences 
by continuing the dialogue on the road.

So he created the Millennial Tour, a unique expe-
rience geared toward help-
ing high school and college 
students become rooted in 
their faith so they can engage 
in challenging conversations 
with nonbelievers.

The tour features a variety 
of young actors, speakers 
and musicians with insightful 
messages about tough topics. 
Each message is specifically 
designed to encourage and 
equip a generation of believ-
ers as they prepare to defend 
their faith among skeptics.

One of the performers 
on the Millennial Tour is 
Jor’Dan Armstrong, a 2015 
Stellar Award nominee and 
Billboard charting gospel 
R&B artist. Armstrong has seen firsthand the posi-
tive impact this tour is making on audiences across 
the country.

Immediate responses
“As soon as we leave the arena, we are seeing 

posts all over social media about how the message 
impacted young people,” he said. “With all the art-
ists coming together and presenting this message, 
it’s really a life-changing experience seeing how 
God is at work in this generation.

“I’ve even heard from parents who have told me 
that their kids are doing better in school and being 
more respectful. That’s the confirmation I really en-

joy and it motivates me to keep sharing this message 
and impacting this generation. There is no greater 
feeling than knowing you have helped change some-
one’s life by leading them to Christ.”

The tour speakers also give practical tips and ad-
vice to help students better reach their peers.

“I think this generation is searching for guidance,” 
Armstrong said. “One of the lessons I’ve learned 

personally is that a lot of 
things that mattered to me at 
a young age don’t matter any-
more. I’ve learned that you 
have to focus on the things 
that are unchanging. God’s 
Word will never change.”

While addressing relevant 
topics on the tour, speakers 
also emphasize the impor-
tance of taking a bold stand 
for Christ.

“With this tour, we are 
promoting the importance 
of standing up for what you 
believe in and promoting the 
gospel,” Armstrong said. “For 
those who are not already 
Christians, our prayer is that 
they will have a life-changing 

experience as they realize their need for a Savior 
because we are proclaiming that Jesus is our Savior, 
and we are living for Him.

“We’ve heard from students who tell us they don’t 
want to be left out, considered uncool, weird or 
crazy by being labeled as a Christian. We are really 
emphasizing to them that you can be cool and be a 
Christian.

“I’m excited to be a part of this tour and promot-
ing this message. Being around others who share the 
same beliefs, it’s really an amazing opportunity for 
students to be encouraged in their faith.”

For more information, visit www.themillennial-
tour.com.
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Jor’Dan Armstrong

“I think this generation 

is searching for 

guidance. ... We are 

really emphasizing to 

[students] that you can 

be cool and a Christian.”

Jor’Dan Armstrong
gospel R&B artist

Nationwide
message

Millennial Tour focuses on equipping believers
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Christian’s execution suspended by Pakistan’s court
LAHORE, Pakistan — Pakistan’s Supreme Court agreed July 

22 to review the case of a Christian mother sentenced to death on 
a blasphemy charge, temporarily suspending her execution.

Aasiya Noreen, commonly known as Asia Bibi, is the first 
woman to be sentenced to death for blasphemy in Pakistan. At-
torney Saif-ul-Malook said he had a strong case for demanding 
Bibi’s acquittal.

“Asia Bibi has claimed that she had not made any blasphe-
mous remarks and that rather her fellow villagers had leveled the 
allegation against her based on a personal feud,” Malook said. 
“The FIR (First Information Report) against my client was reg-
istered five days after the alleged incident had taken place. The 
mala fide intent is quite visible as the prolonged delay in lodging 
the case implies that the complainants had plenty of time to cook 
up the allegations against Asia Bibi.”

In Nankana Sahi district in 2009, Bibi, 50, was accused of 
making derogatory comments about Muhammad after a Muslim 
woman told her she had defiled a bowl of water she had touched 
because she is a Christian. The Muslim woman and her sister 
were the only two witnesses in the case, but the defense failed to 
convince the judges that their evidence lacked credibility.

Following her lawyers’ unsuccessful appeal in Lahore’s High 
Court in October 2014, the current appeal is now the last chance 
of a ruling that her conviction was wrong in the absence of cred-
ible evidence. (MS)

Nigerian church discovers 2 bombs on its premises
JOS, Nigeria — A congregation in a central Nigerian city con-

tinued worshipping July 12 after a security man found a bomb 
and tossed it over a fence before it exploded, the pastor said.   

Authorities later discovered a second bomb on the church 
premises and disposed of it, said Ezekiel Omidiji, pastor of 
Evangelical Church Winning All (ECWA) Gospel 1 in the Tudun 
Wada area of Jos, Plateau state.

“Members were scared, but we were able to control them not 
to rush out into danger again,” Omidiji said.

In some attacks on churches in Nigeria, assailants have 
sprayed Christians with bullets as they rushed out of worship 
buildings that had been bombed.   

The church’s chief security officer found the bomb in the bath-
room. Omidiji immediately called military and police agencies, 
which rushed to the site and found another bomb “waiting to 
explode,” he said.   

Christians make up 51.3 percent of Nigeria’s population of 
158.2 million, while Muslims account for 45 percent and live 
mainly in the north. Islamic extremist group Boko Haram was 
suspected of planting the two bombs at the ECWA site, though 
the church has been targeted by other Islamic extremists since its 
inception 30 years ago. (MS) 

Police arrest Islamic cleric in mob attack on Christians
MAKKI, Pakistan — In a rare move by Pakistani police, 

an Islamist cleric was taken into custody July 3 for inciting a 
Muslim mob to try to kill a Christian couple for alleged des-
ecration of the Quran, a police official said.   

Area residents and rights activists said hundreds of Muslims 
in Makki village, near Farooqabad in Sheikhupura District on 
June 30, attacked Owais Qamar, 35, and his wife, Rukhsana, 
after a neighbor complained that they were sleeping on a sal-
vaged advertising sign inscribed with a quranic verse.   

The frenzied mob beat Qamar, a father of four, shaved his 
head and dragged him through village streets. Rukhsana and 
two other women of the family also were tortured and their 
faces blackened with dirt before police rescued them. Such 
police intervention is relatively unusual in Pakistan, where 
mobs furious over alleged blasphemy are often left to wreak 
havoc. (MS) 

Reflections

Woman’s Missionary 
Union’s (WMU) publish-

ing arm, New Hope Publishers, 
was awarded publisher of the 
year by the Advanced Writers 
and Speakers Association on June 
28 at the annual Golden Scroll 
Awards ceremony in Florida.

The award recognizes a Chris-
tian publishing house that “dem-
onstrates outstanding ministry 
partnerships with their authors.”

New Hope Publisher Judy 
Patterson said, “We are deeply 
grateful to our authors who share 
our missional goals and whose in-
spired contributions are reflected 
in this recognition. ... It is a bless-
ing to be a ministry partner with 
each author.”

Also during the ceremony, 
Joyce Dinkins, managing editor 
for New Hope, received a merit 
award for nonfiction editor of 
the year and two New Hope au-
thors, Brendy Poinsett and Elaine 
Helms, received merit awards for 
nonfiction. (New Hope)

WMU’s New Hope 
named publisher 
of the year

Pennies. Nickels. Dimes. Quarters.
For many people it’s pocket change: 

Coins found in the cup holder of their car. 
In the cushions of their sofa. In the pants 

they haven’t worn since last year.
But for residents of Conestoga Mobile Home 

Park in Monroe, Georgia, it’s valuable money, 
quite possibly the only money they have.

And they’re willing to give this money — the 
coins they can’t really spare — to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (LMCO) for International Mis-
sions so people they have never met in places they 
have never heard of can hear the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

“They are more than happy to give what they 
don’t have so that others throughout the world 
can come to know the Jesus that they have come 
to know,” said Pam Whitehead, a North American 
Mission Board missionary who serves the people 
who live at the trailer park.

Called to serve at Conestoga, Whitehead shared 
the gospel with the people there, many of whom 
were so immersed in poverty that they had no in-
terest in the world beyond their own broken-down 
front doorsteps.

Once dubbed the “doorstep of hell” by White-
head’s late husband because of its notoriety for vi-
olence, drug trafficking, transience — even satanic 
rituals — the trailer park has cleaned up a lot since 
the Whiteheads began leading the Southern Baptist 
ministry there about 10 years ago. 

For some residents, financial desperation is the 

product of years of poor decisions; for others, it 
seems more a result of circumstances, of falling 
through the cracks of assistance for mental or 
physical disabilities. 

Still the people have learned from the tireless 
missionary, now a widowed mother of four young 
adult children, including one son with Asperger’s 
syndrome, not to let their circumstances dictate 
their obedience to God. 

Pulled from the darkness
“Our adults know the darkness they were in. 

They know the darkness that the Father has deliv-
ered them from, and they want others to know that 
too,” Whitehead said.

Since 2007, The Lighthouse at Conestoga Mis-
sion, through Whitehead’s persistent leadership, 
has set an annual goal of raising $100 for LMCO.

Most churches collect their international mis-
sions offering in December. The Conestoga Chris-
tians begin collecting their offering in February, 
and continue to collect for about six months, before 
the financial pressures of the holidays take hold.

For the Conestoga believers, $100 is a huge 
goal.

Every coin given by the Conestoga Christians is 
cause for celebration.

“One of the little boys in the park came running 
in one day, screaming and hollering and waving 
his hand, saying, ‘Miss Pam, I have 50 cents. I 
have 50 cents, and the people over the ocean can 
hear about Jesus,’” Whitehead recalled. (BP)

Ga. mobile home park residents give to missions

Every coincounts


