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group (UUPG) in
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about 86,000. Grants
Creek Baptist Church,
Fosters, along with
three other churches,
have created a
coalition to reach this
people group.
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Grants Creek, other churches form coalition to reach Gbeka people

By Maggie Walsh
The Alabama Baptist
n a normal Sunday
morning, Grants Creek
Baptist Church, Fos-
ters, runs about 125
people in its morning
service. And it’s committed to reach-
ing the Gbeka people, an unengaged,
unreached people group (UUPG) in
Guinea that numbers about 86,000.

“How is that even possible?” you
might ask. Through partnership.

It all began a few years ago when
Mike Griffin’s brother went on a
missions trip to Guinea through his
church, Sixth Street Baptist Church,
Alexander City. Hearing his brother
talk about the thirst for the gospel in
that region made the wheels in Grif-
fin’s mind turn. And as the pastor of
Grants Creek Baptist, Griffin knew
God was working in his heart.

After reaching out to the Kauff-
mans, International Mission Board
(IMB) missionaries who serve in

Guinea, Griffin received informa-
tion on several UUPGs, but felt
“impressed to go” to the Gbeka
people.

“It’s one of the largest numbers
that we saw ... without a single
Christian,” Griffin said. “That re-
ally did catch our attention.”

But Griffin knew that if Grants
Creek was
going to reach

we sought to engage numerous
churches to band together to reach
[the Gbeka] people,” Griffin said.
Along with Grants Creek, the
coalition is made up of Southside
Baptist Church, Fayette; Shiloh
Baptist Church, Ralph; and Calvary
Baptist Church, Fayette. The larg-
est church averages 200 on Sunday
mornings, but
combined the
four churches
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ing a series
of meetings
to “discern the will of the Lord,”
Grants Creek and three other
churches formed a coalition for the
sole purpose of spreading the gos-
pel among the Gbeka people.

“[We formed a coalition] because
the IMB suggests that to be effec-
tive in reaching a UUPG you need
about six trips a year into those
people. Most churches in West Ala-
bama — even the large churches
— are just not capable of that kind
of commitment, so for that reason

these churches
have definitely been touched by the
Lord to reach these people, we un-
derstand that the coalition needs to
grow if we’re going to be success-
ful,” Griffin said.

Faith in God

“It’s a step of faith. ... We don’t
want to make two or three trips
and just fall apart. We’re believing
that God is going to increase our
numbers as we go and get the word
out.”

The vision trip that Griffin and

Nick Reid, a member of Shiloh
Baptist, are currently on is the

first movement into Guinea that
the coalition has made since its
inception. Initially the vision trip
was planned for Fall 2014, but the
Ebola outbreak put it on hold. Grif-
fin and Reid left the United States
on April 4 and will return April 16.

Acts 1:8 mindset

Griffin’s heart for the Gbeka
people began when he first inter-
acted with the Kauffmans years be-
fore, but for Reid the passion came
later. Reid’s pastor, David Mills,
had been emphasizing an Acts 1:8
missional mindset in his preaching
when the Kauffmans spoke at Shi-
loh Baptist in August 2015.

Reid said, “David was really the
first person I’ve ever heard to just
boil it down to ‘you have a pur-
pose and a mission and it’s God’s
purpose and mission to share the
Great Commission,”” adding that
when the Kauffmans shared, it was
“a powerful service.”

“I just really remember sensing
the Holy Spirit when [the Kauff-
mans] were there. They weren’t
there on accident.”

After a while, Reid knew God
had placed a burden on his heart to
reach the Gbeka people with the

(See ‘Partnering,’ page 7)
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COMMENT

Resisting the Transgender Agenda

has come out swinging at efforts to label

transgender children as healthy and nor-
mal. In a report released March 21, the officers
of the group declared, “A person’s belief that
he or she is something they are not is, at best, a
sign of confused thinking.”

The report went on to say, “Conditioning
children into believing a lifetime of chemical
and surgical impersonation of the opposite sex
is normal and healthful is child abuse.”

The statement is called “temporary” with a
full report scheduled for release this summer.
But the two-page document pulls no punches in
condemning toleration of transgender behaviors
by parents, educators and other adults.

“The American College of Pediatricians urges
educators and legislators to reject all policies
that condition children to accept as normal a
life of chemical and surgical impersonation of
the opposite sex,” the statement says. “Facts —
not ideology — determine reality.”

Everyone is born with a biological sex, the
statement says but “no one is born with a gen-
der.” The statement defines “gender” as an
awareness and sense of oneself as male or fe-
male. Gender, the statement explains, is a socio-
logical and psychological concept, not an objec-
tive biological one.

“No one is born with an awareness of them-
selves as male or female. This awareness de-
velops over time and like all developmental
processes may be derailed by a child’s subjec-
tive perceptions, relationships and adverse
experiences from infancy forward,” the report
contends.

“People who identify as ‘feeling like the op-
posite sex’ or ‘somewhere in between’ do not
comprise a third sex. They remain biological
men or biological women,” according to the re-
port.

‘Gender dysphoria’

When a child feels like the opposite sex “an
objective psychological problem exists that lies
in the mind, not the body” and should be treated
as such, according to the report. Children feel-
ing this way suffer from “gender dysphoria”
formerly listed as Gender Identity Disorder and
recognized as a mental disorder in the most
recent edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, the statement explains.

As many as 98 percent of gender confused
boys and 88 percent of gender confused girls

T he American College of Pediatricians

See page 19

THOUGHTS
By Bob Terry

eventually accept their biological sex after natu-
rally passing through puberty, according to the
report.

The authors of the report acknowledge that
“exceedingly rare disorders of sex development
are all medically identifiable deviations from the
sexual binary norm” and adds ““such individuals
do not constitute a third sex.”

Instead, the authors argue, “endorsing gender
discordance as normal via public education and
legal polices will confuse children and parents,
leading more children to present to ‘gender clin-
ics.””

It is hard to imagine a stronger statement con-
demning acceptance of transgender behaviors in
children. Yet consider what is happening in the
nation’s schools.

On April 29, 2014, the United States Depart-
ment of Education ruled that sex discrimination
outlawed by Title IX of the U.S. Education
Amendments of 1972 applied to gender identi-
ty. The original wording of that historic amend-
ment reads, “No person in the United States
shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
subjected to discrimination under any education
program or activity receiving federal financial
assistance.”

More than 40 years later, the U.S. Department
of Education said, “Title IX’s sex discrimina-
tion prohibition extends to claims of discrimi-
nation based on gender identity or failure to
conform to stereotypical notions of masculinity
or femininity. ... Similarly, the actual or per-
ceived sexual orientation or gender identity of
the parties does not change a school’s obliga-
tion.”

The ruling was applied to every public and
private elementary and secondary school, col-
lege or university receiving any type of federal
financial assistance. By equating gender as
sex, Department of Education rule-makers im-
posed on the nation a standard not envisioned
in the original law and a standard condemned
by the American College of Pediatricians.

Now the U.S. Justice Department sues
school districts to force schools to allow trans-
gender students to use the school restrooms

and locker rooms that match their gender iden-
tity but not their biological sexual identity.

One must ask where is the concern for basic
individual rights of children and others who
do not suffer from gender dysphoria? Where is
the concern for their rights such as privacy and
safety? How are privacy and safety protected
when biological boys are allowed to use girls’
bathrooms and locker rooms or when biologi-
cal girls are allowed to use boys’ bathrooms
and locker rooms? The invitation to predatory
behavior is obvious.

Perhaps the tide is turning. In November
2015 voters in Houston, Texas, overwhelming-
ly repealed an ordinance adopted by the city
council providing special protected class status
for sexual orientation and gender identity. The
slogan of those fighting that protected status
was crude but true — “No men in women’s
bathrooms.”

Anti-discrimination protection

You may remember that Houston’s mayor
attempted to silence church opposition to her
pet project by subpoenaing sermon outlines of
pastors who opposed her efforts. She lost that
effort too.

Now the fight has switched to Charlotte,
North Carolina. Like Houston, the city council
there adopted an ordinance extending anti-
discrimination protection on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity. The vote was
7-4.

The backlash was immediate and strong. By
an overwhelming vote the state legislature ad-
opted a bill blocking such actions by local gov-
ernments and specifically blocking transgender
individuals from using public bathrooms that
correspond to the gender identity instead of their
biological identity. The bill was quickly signed
by the governor.

Now the state is being sued by the American
Civil Liberties Union and others.

Since January, one study found that 44 bills in
16 state legislatures have been filed to protect the
safety and privacy of women and men by ensur-
ing public bathrooms can be used only by per-
sons of the same biological sex as that specified
on the bathroom door. A backlash has begun.

Recent rules promulgated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and others are wrong and
need to be rolled back. We believe roll back ef-
forts will only continue and grow as communi-
ties and states enter this debate.

As the statement by the American College of
Pediatricians says, gender dysphoria is a psycho-
logical issue that needs to be treated, not a right
that should be protected by public policy.

To read the American College of Pediatri-
cians report, visit www.acpeds.org/the-college-
speaks/position-statements/gender-ideology-
harms-children.
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ore than 300 Muslim lead-
ers from some 120 countries
went to bat earlier this year for
Christian and other religious
minorities in Muslim-majority nations.

The gathering in Marrakesh, Morocco, on
Jan. 25-27 resulted in a two-page declaration
in which the international leaders of the Is-
lamic faith called on the Muslim world to re-
affirm the 1,400-year-old Charter of Medina,
a constitutional contract between the Prophet
Muhammad and the peo-
ple of Medina, guarantee-
ing “the religious liberty
of all, regardless of faith.”

Coming at a time when
Christians in some Mus-
lim-majority countries
are facing unprecedented
persecution and even
genocide (see page 17),
and when anti-Muslim
sentiment in the United
States is being fanned on
the presidential campaign
trail, religious freedom
advocates felt the Mar-
rakesh Declaration should
have made headlines. It
didn’t.

But it may be more
newsworthy now follow-
ing the March 22 terror
attack in Brussels that
claimed more than 30
lives. Or after the deadly
suicide bombing in a public park in Pakistan
on Easter Sunday, killing at least 70.

In a February article published by the Bap-
tist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty
(BJC), Charles C. Haynes wrote, “The Mar-
rakesh Declaration has received scant media
attention in the United States. Positive news
about Islam — including the many earlier
statements and actions of Islamic leaders to
fight extremism — rarely makes headlines.”

Dangerous to turn a deaf ear

Haynes, director of the Religious Freedom
Center of the Newseum Institute, a nonpar-
tisan organization promoting the constitu-
tional protections of the First Amendment,
contends that it is dangerous for Americans
to turn a deaf ear to such efforts.

“At a time when Islam is co-opted by
terrorists and demonized by anti-Muslim
groups, Americans need to hear the true
voice of Islam,” Haynes said, noting that
hate crimes against Muslim-Americans and
mosques across the U.S. have tripled since
the terrorist attacks in Paris and San Ber-
nardino, California.

“Ignorance and fear of Islam breed anger,
hate and violence,” Haynes said, adding
that terrorists acting in the name of Islam

“If we can tell the
difference between
authentic Christianity
and perverted versions
of the gospel, so we
should learn to tell
the difference when it
comes to Islam.”

Charles C. Haynes
director, Religious Freedom
Center of the Newseum Institute
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‘Religious
liberty of all’

Muslim leaders want to see religious freedom for all regardless of faith

are no more Islamic than the Ku Klux Klan
is Christian. “If we can tell the difference
between authentic Christianity and perverted
versions of the gospel, so we should learn to
tell the difference when it comes to Islam.”

Muslim leaders issuing the Marrakesh
Declaration wrote that “the various crises af-
flicting humanity underscores the inevitable
and urgent need for cooperation among all
religious groups.” They minced no words in
saying they:

1. Call upon Muslim scholars and intel-
lectuals around the world to develop a juris-
prudence of the concept
of “citizenship” which
is inclusive of diverse
groups. Such jurispru-
dence shall be rooted
in Islamic tradition and
principles and mindful of
global changes;

2. Urge Muslim edu-
cational institutions and
authorities to conduct
a courageous review of
educational curricula that
addresses honestly and
effectively any material
that instigates aggression
and extremism, leads to
war and chaos and re-
sults in the destruction of
our shared societies;

3. Call upon politi-
cians and decision mak-
ers to take the political
and legal steps necessary
to establish a constitu-
tional contractual relationship among its
citizens and to support all formulations and
initiatives that aim to fortify relations and
understanding among the various religious
groups in the Muslim world;

4. Call upon the educated, artistic and
creative members of our societies as well as
organizations of civil society to establish a
broad movement for the just treatment of re-
ligious minorities in Muslim countries, raise
awareness as to their rights and work togeth-
er to ensure the success of these efforts;

5. Call upon the various religious groups
bound by the same national fabric to ad-
dress their mutual state of selective amnesia
that blocks memories of centuries of joint
and shared living on the same land. We call
upon them to rebuild the past by reviving

this tradition of conviviality and restoring
our shared trust that has been eroded by ex-
tremists using acts of terror and aggression;

6. Call upon representatives of the vari-
ous religions, sects and denominations to
confront all forms of religious bigotry, vili-
fication and denigration of what people hold
sacred, as well as all speech that promotes
hatred and bigotry;

7. Affirm that it is unconscionable to
employ religion for the purpose of aggress-
ing upon the rights of religious minorities in
Muslim countries.

Travis Wussow, director of international
justice and religious liberty for the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission, attended the summit
in Morocco. “At a time in which Christians
and other religious minorities are being
persecuted in record numbers around the
globe, it was powerful to see Muslim leaders
dialoguing with one another about the issue
of treatment of religious minority communi-
ties, even more so to see this diverse group
agree upon a statement with calls to action,”
Waussow said.

‘What comes next’

“The key though will be what comes next,”
he said. “In our own country, we would not
likely celebrate the Federalist Papers were
they not backed up by the U.S. Constitution.
In the same way, whether the Marrakesh
Declaration will ultimately matter will de-
pend on whether or not its calls to action will
be implemented by its signatories.”

J. Brent Walker, BJC executive director,
agreed the Marrakesh Declaration is a step in
the right direction.

“The Marrakesh Declaration’s call for
the just treatment of religious minorities in
Muslim-majority countries is encouraging
and I hope it will lead to greater protection
of religious liberty for all people in those ar-
eas,” Walker said.

“It serves as a reminder of how fortunate
we are to live in a country where everyone’s
religious liberty is already protected,” Walker
said. “We know that a threat to anyone’s re-
ligious freedom is a threat to everyone’s reli-
gious freedom, and we must stand together to
protect the God-given rights of our brothers
and sisters of all faiths, both here and around
the globe.

“Everyone is entitled to freedom of con-

39 Sl

science and choice in religious matters.”

“We know that a threat to anyone’s religious freedom is a

threat to everyone’s ... and we must stand together to protect

the God-given rights of our brothers and sisters of all faiths.”

J. Brent Walker
executive director, Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty



PAGE 4 / THE ALABAMA BAPTIST / APRIL 7, 2016

ApriI is Counseling Awareness Month.

A looOK at

different

styles g
of counseling

Variety of helpful resources available for Christians in midst of life’s storms

By Rod Marshall
Special to The Alabama Baptist

n Matthew 5:4, Jesus says, “For
He (God) makes His sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the
unjust.” Sometimes obedient and
righteous Christians find themselves in
a period where the “storms of life” seem
to be raining upon them with stubborn
and absolute resolve. These storms of life
can be vocational, relational or emotional
and they are frequently quite challenging.
These challenges can leave one feeling
overwhelmed and exhausted and tempted
to sing the refrain of the old country song
that says, “the storms of life are washing
me away.” Most of the time the storms
pass. But sometimes they don’t and we
need to turn to someone for help.
Where is the Christian to turn when
they feel overwhelmed, exhausted and
struggle to find answers?

Categories of helpers

The good news is that there are many
resources available for storm-soaked pil-
grims. The variety of resources can be a
blessing, but each one offers a particular

kind of help and it is important to know
what to expect from each professional
resource. Following are descriptions of
helping professionals who can oftentimes
help Christians get through challenging
periods and then some simple guidelines
to help us make good choices.

and Family Therapists (LMFT) are all
types of counselors who have at least a
master’s degree (and many times more
education than that) and who have passed
an examination, received supervised post-
graduate training and agreed to abide by
a clearly defined code of ethics.

» Psychiatrists — Psychia-
trists are medical doctors with
extensive specialized training
in diseases that impact people
emotionally (their feelings) or
cognitively (their thinking).
Psychiatrists are the best ones
to prescribe antidepressants or
anti-anxiety medication. Should
a Christian suffer from some

Typically these helping profes-
sionals focus more on wellness
and prevention than on disease.
Unless these clinicians attended
graduate programs at Christian
schools, they are not likely to
have received specialized train-
ing in the relationship between
faith and counseling.

» Faith integrative thera-

form of mental illness, having
a psychiatrist on their team of
caregivers can be quite valuable.

» Psychologists — All psychologists
have an earned doctorate in psychology.
Psychologists can be excellent therapists
and also are very skilled at psychological
testing and diagnosis.

» Other mental health profession-
als — Licensed Professional Counselors
(LPC), Licensed Certified Social Work-
ers (LCSW) and Licensed Marriage

MARSHALL
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pists — This category is a
fairly new and very interesting
category as it includes individu-
als who are psychiatrists, psychologists,
LPCs, LCSWs or LMFTs. There are

a growing number of licensed helping
professionals from all disciplines who
actively seek to integrate their client’s re-
ligious faith into the counseling sessions.
These clinicians are very comfortable
with their own Christian faith and though
they do not use the counseling relation-
ship as an opportunity for proselytism,
they do actively integrate religious beliefs
and practices into their professional ap-
plication of psychological principles.
Several faith-based universities have be-
gun programs in counseling, social work
or psychology so the potential for growth
among faith integrative counselors is
great. The faith integrative counselor will
typically seek to draw the best from the
field of psychology and the best from the
discipline of Christian theology to craft
individualized treatment plans that inte-
grate the client’s personal faith into their
approach to counseling.

» Pastoral counselors — There are
some counselors who have specific train-
ing in counseling as a ministry and who
focus on counseling as their primary
approach to working with others. Many
pastors have the skill set and personality
to be excellent counselors. Some pastors

1283rf.com

have the training to be excellent counsel-
ors. A few pastors have the time to make
an intentional counseling ministry a ma-
jor part of the way they serve their con-
gregation. At a few large churches, there
may be a pastoral staff person whose fo-
cus is on counseling church members.

» Biblical counselors or Nouthetic
counselors — Some seminary-trained
counselors focus on a very specific ap-
proach to counseling that is rooted in a
Sola Scriptura (“by Scripture alone’) ap-
proach to helping others. Many of these
counselors are very skilled and well-
trained. However, at this time, there is not
a state credentialing authority governing
the practices of biblical counselors, so
the use of the label can be quite broad,
capturing some doctoral level-trained
professionals, but also being used by
lay counselors who have taken weekend
workshops or online courses.

» Lay counselors — Many Christians
have been trained in approaches to “bear-
ing one another’s burdens.” Lay counsel-
ors and support groups can be very help-
ful in getting Christians through stormy
times. If you are attending a support
group or working with a lay counselor
and things do not seem to be getting bet-
ter, then it may be prudent to see a help-
ing professional.

Selecting a counselor

With so many choices, how can a
Christian choose a helping professional
with confidence? There are very good,
average and less-effective counselors in
all the categories. Unfortunately you can-
not always depend on the credential of
the counselor to assure you of the level
of excellence of services that will be
provided. Here are some tips to help you
select the best counselor for you.

1. Word of mouth. Ask your pastor or a
leader you trust who they recommend. If
you know someone who has used a pro-
fessional helper and you have seen good
results in their life, then ask them with
whom they worked.

2. Be pragmatic. If you have health



insurance, it is possible that your insur-
ance might help cover the costs of a psy-
chiatrist, a psychologist or another type
of mental health counselor (LPC, LCSW,
LMFT). If finances are important to you
(and be aware that counseling may take
longer than you initially expect), then
you may choose to work with someone
whose services are covered, completely
or in part, by your health insurance. Most
pastoral counselors or biblical counselors
will not be able to utilize your insurance
benefits. Many counseling ministries do
offer sliding scales or scholarships for
clients. Make sure you clearly understand
the financial arrangements before you
commit to working with someone.

Ask hard questions

3. Don’t be afraid to ask hard ques-
tions in the first session. Some Christians
feel strongly that they
would prefer to work
with a Christian helper,
while others might
want to work with the
individual with the
most expertise. How-
ever, very few devout
Christians would want

sional about their view of faith and their
own personal faith. If they seem offended
or uncomfortable with the question, then
that might be an indication that it would
not be a good fit.

6. If your counselor seems to be al-
ways talking about themselves or their
struggles and victories, then you may
want to carefully evaluate if that is help-
ful for you. Helping professionals may
occasionally disclose their own chal-
lenges and victories, but the relationship
should not be centered on the helper.

7. If you honestly do not understand
what the helping professional is talking
about, then be assertive and respectfully
ask him or her to clarify what they are
saying. If they seem offended by this
request or cannot seem to explain to you
what they are talking about, then you
may be better served by someone else.

8. The best counsel-
ing relationships are
characterized by what
is called the “working
alliance” or “thera-
peutic alliance.” You
will likely get better
results when you feel
as if this relationship is

to work with someone
who minimizes or dis-
misses his or her faith.

A good question to
ask in the first meeting
with any helping professional might go
something like this: “My religious faith
is very important to me. I would like
for my faith to be incorporated into our
work together. Are you comfortable with
my faith and how would you see it as
something we can use to help me move
through this challenging time?”

4. Work with someone with whom
you feel connected and in whom you
have confidence. Remember that you
have many options in the helping profes-
sionals’ world. Find someone that you
think will be helpful and whose approach
makes sense to you. If you are not sure
why they are suggesting a specific as-
signment, then ask them to explain how it
might be helpful. If they refuse to answer,
then they may not be the best fit to work
with you.

5. Choose the approach that fits you
best. 1f it is of utmost importance to you
that your counseling be informed primar-
ily or exclusively by Scripture, then you
may prefer to work with a seminary-
trained biblical counselor. However, if
you have concerns that your specific situ-
ation might be better resolved with an ap-
proach that also takes into consideration
brain chemistry or if there is a strong
family history of similar challenges, con-
sider seeing a psychiatrist.

Talking therapy

If you believe your current challenge is
more situational and you would prefer a
talking therapy, there are many psycholo-
gists and other mental health profession-
als who integrate faith into their practice
of counseling. Many of these view their
vocation as a calling.

Though it is generally perceived to be
rude or socially uncomfortable to ask
someone explicitly about their religious
faith, it is OK to ask a helping profes-

www.pathwaysprofessional.org

1-866-991-6864

a partnership to which
you contribute. Always
keep in mind that your
counselor should have
expertise, but he or she
should respect that you are the greatest
expert there is about your circumstances.
If you feel patronized or dismissed by the
counselor, then you could likely find a
better fit.

Keep track of progress

9. Use common sense. If you choose to
work with someone to help get through
a specific challenge, then pay close at-
tention to the progress you are making.

If you do not feel like you are benefitting
from the suggestions of your counselor,
then do not feel obligated to continue do-
ing something that does not seem to be
working.

10. Be realistic. 1t is highly unusual
for one counseling session to bring total
healing, but if after five sessions you are
not seeing progress, then consider explor-
ing other options.

Pathways Professional Counseling, a
ministry of Alabama Baptist Children’s
Homes & Family Ministries, offers coun-
seling services for a wide variety of pre-
senting issues.

The counseling ministry is more than
20 years old and has offices in 41 loca-
tions across the state.

Pathways counselors use an integrated
counseling approach in which they utilize
evidence-based interventions delivered
from a biblical worldview. Pathways is
the state’s largest provider of professional
counseling from a Christian perspective.
Pathways also has referrals for psychia-
trists and psychologists in the state when
needed.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Rod Marshall is
president and CEO of Alabama Baptist
Children’s Homes & Family Ministries
and has worked in the mental health field
for more than 25 years. He is a licensed
professional counselor. ¥
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Ministers must be wise in tax
planning because of new regulations

By Michael J. Brooks

Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

he most frequent question he’s
T asked by bivocational ministers

is, “Can I take all my salary as a
housing allowance?”

Lee Wright, coordinator of church
compensation services at the Alabama
Baptist State Board of Missions, said
his answer is, “Yes, you can, but you
might not want to.” And since bivoca-
tional ministers number about half of
Alabama Baptist ministers, this is a
timely question.

Wright directed a conference on
ministers’ tax issues at First Baptist
Church, Pelham, on Feb. 18. The min-
isters’ housing allowance is a unique
tax designation for clergy, Wright said.
Though it’s been challenged in court,
he counsels ministers to take advantage
of it while it is available, “which could
be a matter of years or even decades,”
he noted. The designation means that
money expended for housing is not sub-
ject to federal income tax, but is subject
to the self-employed Social Security tax
rate of 15.3 percent.

Wright explained that a minister has
a dual tax status that probably accounts
for 90 percent of the tax issues he faces.

“The minister is considered an em-
ployee for federal income tax purposes,
but self-employed for Social Security
(FICA) purposes,” he said. “This means
he should get a W-2 from the church.
The 1099 form (miscellaneous income)
would be given, for example, to a sup-
ply pastor who generated more than
$600 of income in a year.”

Wright said a church can withhold
taxes on the minister, or he can send
quarterly payments as long as the pay-
ments are at least equal to the tax paid
in the previous year or 90 percent of the
current year obligation.

Housing allowance

A housing allowance should be basi-
cally no more than the fair rental value
of the house, furnished, plus utilities, he
said. It might be a good idea to request
more in housing than less, since unused
housing allowance can be reported and
taxed without penalty on the federal
1040 form.

Wright is hesitant to suggest that bi-
vocational ministers request their full
salary in housing because he believes
having some salary devoted to retire-
ment savings is beneficial. Wright sug-
gested that retirement contributions are
the ministers’ best source of tax savings.

“Ministers can designate a portion
of their salaries for retirement, so this
amount is not taxed, and then they pay
less tax on the proceeds in retirement
since they’ll probably be in a lower tax
bracket,” he said.

“Sometimes he can realize as much as
a 50 percent tax savings through retire-
ment contributions, making this a better

tax savings plan than the housing allow-
ance. And GuideStone Financial Re-
sources can designate all or a portion of
retirement income as housing allowance
and there’s no tax whatsoever if the full
amount is used for housing costs.”

Wright said retired ministers would
pay Social Security tax on earned
income, such as that received from in-
terim or supply work, but not on retire-
ment benefits. And another tax savings
in retirement is an additional personal
exemption on federal income tax for
those who are 65 or older.

Wright said he also spends much of
his time fielding questions about health
care due to the Affordable Care Act
passed in 2010.

Proof of insurance coverage

“The individual mandate means that
everyone must be enrolled in a health
care plan, and there are increasing pen-
alties for noncompliance,” he said. “The
penalty for 2016 is $695. And [2015]
was the first time we saw a new docu-
ment, Form 1095, giving proof of insur-
ance coverage.”

A recent International Revenue Ser-
vice ruling clarified individual health
insurance premiums as a non-taxable
fringe benefit for ministers in the
smaller-membership churches where
there is only one full-time employee.
This is true as long as the plan isn’t part
of the Health Insurance Marketplace
with tax savings already built into it.

The old concept of giving ministers a
lump sum and allowing them to desig-
nate it as they wish isn’t really a good
plan anymore. Wright recommends an
accountable reimbursement plan that
pays for business expenses when the
minister turns in regular receipts.

“If there’s no accountable plan, the
minister’s business deductions, such as
travel and books, can only be claimed as
a tax deduction if he itemizes, and if the
accumulated totals exceed 2 percent of
the adjusted gross income on the 1040
tax form,” he said. “These expenses are
also reduced by the Deason Allocation
rule relating to the percentage of hous-
ing allowance. Thus a minister really
loses out.”

Wright also cautioned participants
about the tax liability of a Social Secu-
rity offset. “Since the minister is consid-
ered self-employed for Social Security
purposes and the tax is a hefty 15.3 per-
cent, some churches offer an offset that
is the equivalent of what they’d match
on a nonministerial employee,” he said.
“This is a nice thing to do, but it’s ad-
ditional money that must be reported as
income for taxation.”

Wright will offer church tax confer-
ences for small membership churches in
Montgomery on June 7 and in Dothan
on June 21. For more information, con-
tact him at 800-264-1225, ext. 241, or
Iwright@alsbom.org.
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Shoals area prayer rally leaders
hope to spur spiritual awakening

By Maggie Walsh

The Alabama Baptist

n the first Thursday of
May, millions around
the nation gather an-
nually to observe the
National Day of Prayer (NDP).
This year in North Alabama, an
extra emphasis will precede the
NDP with the Shoals Area Wide
Prayer Rally on May 4 at 6 p.m.
Sponsored by Colbert-Lau-
derdale Baptist Association,
area churches and the Alabama
Baptist State Board of Missions,
the event will emphasize the im-
portance of prayer on the eve of
NDP.

Need for prayer

Barrett Long, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Tuscumbia, who
serves on the rally’s 10-person
planning committee, said the
goal of the event is to spur a
spiritual awakening in the Shoals
area.

“I think for our area it’s a
good culture right now where
we’re seeing some fruit and we
just need to continue to pray
... for a spiritual awakening,”
Long said. “We want the Spirit
to move across our area for the

transformation of lives.”

The event also will seek to
reach across denominational
lines. Colbert-Lauderdale As-
sociation Director of Missions
Eddy Garner hopes the rally will
soundly unify
believers in the
area.

“T hope it’1l
draw believers
together to find
a common bond
in prayer,” he

“We want the Spirit
to move across
our area for the

we want to bring people together.”
The rally will be held at the
Florence-Lauderdale Coliseum in
Florence and will feature music
by the Shoals Praise and Wor-
ship Choir. Robert Smith Jr., the
Charles T. Carter
Baptist Chair of
Divinity at Sam-
ford University’s
Beeson Divinity
School in Bir-
mingham, will
speak on invest-

said. “[I hope tranSformaﬁon Of ing in the hope
it’ll also be a] of prayer.
spiritual renewal . ” Garner hopes
... and draw our I’ ves. the rally will
churches togeth- have a lasting
er for a common Eddy Garner, director ~ impact.

purpose for how
we can make a

of missions, Colbert-

“I’m just pray-
ing that it’ll be

difference in the LaUderdaI_e BaptISt an event that

Shoals area for Association we’ll look back

Christ.” on and say, ‘That
Long agreed, was the night that

adding, “I think as culture be-
comes increasingly intolerant of
Christians ... the denominational
wall is going to fall a little bit.
[This rally] is more than a South-
ern Baptist thing; it’s a Kingdom
thing. ... It’s a Kingdom event that

changed our lives and changed
our area for Christ,”” he said.

For more information on the
Shoals Area Wide Prayer Rally,
contact Colbert-Lauderdale Asso-
ciation at 256-383-7021 or clba@
clbaptist.com. 3




Richard D. Austin
Former Alabama Baptist pastor dies at 77

ichard D. Austin, who began preaching at the age of 17,

died Feb. 15. He was 77.

Austin earned degrees from Howard College in Birming-
ham (now Samford University), the
University of Alabama and New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Austin served in bivocational and full-
time pastoral positions at many churches
including Second Baptist Church, Bes-
semer; Northside Baptist Church, Attalla;
Eastern Hills Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa;
First Baptist Church, Pinson; Inglenook
Baptist Church, Birmingham; Dogwood
Grove Baptist Church, Adger; Big Creek
Baptist Church, Adger; Mud Creek Baptist
Church, Adger; and Abernant Baptist Church, to name a few.
He also served as pastor of two churches in North Carolina.

He was a member of The Baptist Church at McAdory, Mc-
Calla, at the time of his death. He also taught history and
Spanish for more than 35 years for the Jefferson County
School System.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara; two children; five
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. (TAB)

Thomas Brooks Barkley

Former longtime pastor dies at 78

ongtime Alabama Baptist pastor Thomas Brooks Barkley
died March 14. He was 78.

Barkley, a resident of Gallion, was a retired colonel of the
Alabama National Guard, serving for 25 years.

He previously served as pastor of Greensboro Baptist
Church; First Baptist Church, Hartselle; Southside Baptist
Church, Decatur; Forest Hill Baptist Church, Linden; and
Thomaston Baptist Church, where he remained a member un-
til his passing. He also served as pastor of churches in North
Carolina and Mississippi.

He is survived by his wife, Margaret; two children; and two
grandchildren. (TAB)

AUSTIN
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Partnering

TOGETHER

‘Every church can be a significant partner,” Boykin says

(continued from page 1)
gospel and had put the need
right in front of him, he said.

While on the vision trip,
Griffin and Reid are working
with translators and storying, a
story-telling technique to help
share the gospel. Both men were
trained in storying at an IMB
base camp at Grants Creek in
February.

At base camps participants
hear testimonies of God’s work
in an area and learn practical
applications and ministry tech-
niques such as storying to reach
that specific area.

Praying for boldness

In preparation for the trip,
Reid said he prayed fervently for
boldness to share the stories he
and Griffin were learning.

“Being able to tell the stories
in a natural flow is the trick. You

can’t really memorize it,” he
said, adding that he’s been using
his 6-year-old son’s bedtime to
practice telling the story of the
demon-possessed man.

Confident in God

“After a while, my son said,
“You have to tell me another
one,”” Reid said with a laugh.

Before he left, Griffin said
he was “prayerful and confi-
dent” that after the vision trip
“God’s going to call some of
these churches and others that
we don’t even know about and
they’re going to say, ‘Hey, we
want to be a part of this.””

Sam Day, director of missions
for Tuscaloosa Baptist Associa-
tion (TBA), and Eric Boykin,
TBA’s missional strategist,
agree that the most effective
way to have a global impact is
by working together.

Day said, “When God gives
a vision for our churches, He
gives us a larger Christian com-
munity to partner with and ac-
complish larger visions.

“Every time we hitch our
wagons together we wind up
completing and complementing
each other, and the impact ex-
ponentially increases. ... That’s
where the Gbeka people come
into play.”

‘Teachable and humble’

The plan, Day said, is to
“come in as servants, very open,
teachable and humble” to un-
derstand the needs of the people
and then use the coalition’s and
association’s strengths to meet
those needs.

Boykin said, “We as an as-
sociation are going to make
(the Gbeka people) part of our
foreign missions strategy and
really focus on a few areas and
partner in a lot of areas.”

Producing a video that pastors
can show in their churches is
one way TBA has helped further
the coalition’s mission. TBA
also is planning to host an IMB
base camp.

Boykin said churches can get
involved through prayer and
partnering.

“Every church can be a sig-
nificant partner in this thing.
Every church can pray. ... Ev-
ery church can give something
toward a team going. Every
church can make somebody a
point person to keep this UUPG
in front of their people,” he said.

Ways to help

It can start with churches
showing the video (visit vimeo.
com/155590665) about the Gbe-
ka people and move forward
with participating in the IMB
base camp, then with prayer and
partnering, Boykin said.

“Especially now with the
IMB short (staffed), we need
our churches to step up in a
huge way.

“We’re on the front end of
this — it’s a great time to get
on board. This is a wonderful
time to get in on this process, to
do something great among the
Gbeka people of Guinea.”

Day agreed, adding, “We can
do so much more together than

99 e

we can do (by) ourselves.”
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BLOUNT

» Pleasant View Missionary
Church, Holly Pond, will hold
revival services April 7-8. There
will be a nightly prayer band at
6:45 and the services will fol-
low at 7 p.m. Jack Thomason
will speak. The church also will
hold its third Sunday night sing-
ing April 17, 6 p.m. with Blue
Grace. For more information
call 256-796-5986 or 256-590-
4468. Randy Burtram is pastor.

CLARKE

» Thomasville Church
will host a Priscilla Shirer Live
simulcast April 23, 9 a.m. For
reservations call 334-636-44009.
Ty Parten is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM

» Jon Glass is the new

pastor of
McElwain
Church,
Birming-
ham. He
holds de-
grees from
Liberty
University in

Lynchburg,

Virginia, and

Southeast- GLASS

REFLECTIONS

ern Seminary in Wake Forest,
North Carolina. Glass previously
served as youth pastor at Cresset
Church, Durham, North Caro-
lina. He and his wife, Matthea,
have five
children (one
deceased).
Bradley
Wilson is
the new
minister of
music for
McElwain
Church.

He also
serves as the
choir direc-
tor at Hueytown High School.
Wilson holds a bachelor’s de-
gree and master’s degree from
the University of Montevallo.
He and his wife, Maria, have
one child. » Raleigh Avenue
Church, Homewood, will host
its 60th anniversary celebration
April 24, 10:30 a.m. A fellow-
ship lunch will follow the ser-
vice. For more information call
205-942-8060. Nic Seaborn is
pastor.

ETOWAH

» Duck Springs Church,
Attalla, will celebrate its 175th
anniversary April 17, 10:30

WILSON

a.m. Edwin Hayes will speak.
A fellowship meal will follow
the service. Everyone is invited.
Royce Head is pastor.

FAYETTE

» Pilgrim Rest Church,
Fayette, will celebrate its 175th
anniversary April 24, 10 a.m.
Larry Barnes will speak. Lunch
will follow the morning service
and a gospel singing will be held
in the afternoon. Randy Ander-
son is pastor.

RUSSELL

» Summerville Church,
Phenix City, will hold its 10th
annual golf benefit for the
American Cancer Society on
April 16 at the Lakewood Golf
Course in Phenix City. Tee time
will be at 1 p.m. Lunch will be
provided for players at noon. For
more information and to register
call 334-298-4416. All proceeds
will be presented to the Russell
County Relay for Life on May
6. Summerville also will host
the Woman’s Missionary Union
annual meeting April 16, 10
a.m.—1 p.m. Robert Goodman is
pastor. P Philadelphia Church,
Smiths Station, will host Senior
Singspiration for all Russell As-
sociation churches April 28, 10
a.m.—1 p.m. For more informa-
tion and to register call Russell
Association at 334-298-3481
by April 21. Anyone wishing to
be on the program representing
their church also should call
the association office and speak
to Joycelyn by April 14. M.R.
Hamilton, pastor of Lakewood
Church, Phenix City, will speak.
Skip Speed is pastor of Philadel-
phia Church. Tommy Poole is
director of missions.

OTHER

» Former members and
friends are invited to the South
Avondale Church reunion at
Irondale Café on April 23, 11
a.m. For reservations email
Lavelle.wright @ gmail.com.3

ERLC hosts #PrayForRefugees campaign

WASHINGTON — The Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC) of the Southern Baptist Convention orga-
nized a March 15 prayer campaign, #PrayForRefugees, mark-
ing the fifth anniversary of the Syrian civil war.

Campaign leaders encouraged churches, Christian organiza-
tions and individuals to pray on behalf of the more than 13.5
million Syrians involved in the international humanitarian cri-
sis. Participants were asked to share the
campaign on social media by using the
hashtag #PrayForRefugees.

ERLC President Russell Moore said
of the campaign, “Christians are called
by God to stand up for the sanctity of
human life whenever and wherever it
is challenged. The lives of these many
refugees fleeing the most brutal kinds of
religious and ethnic persecution and oppression matter to our
God, and so they should matter to us as well. As Christians,
we don’t have to agree on all the details of public policy to
agree that our response ought to be, first, one of compassion
and prayer for some of our world’s most vulnerable and de-
fenseless people.”

ERLC was joined by the International Mission Board,
World Vision, World Relief and other organizations in orga-
nizing the campaign. (ERLC)

DR volunteer dies while serving in Louisiana

LEESVILLE, Louisiana — A Southern Baptist disaster relief
(DR) volunteer died March 29 while on a flood recovery mis-
sion in Leesville, Louisiana.

Don Fulkerson, 77, a member of First Baptist Church, Ga-
latia, Illinois, died from a heart attack while serving on a team
of Illinois Baptists dispatched March 20 to respond to massive
flooding that damaged more than 7,000 homes and affected 28

parishes in Louisiana.

According to the Illinois Baptist

State Association Facebook page,

it was Fulkerson’s 15th disaster

response over a period of just four

years. As usual, he was working

alongside his wife, Margie. “Their

faithful service to Christ brought great
joy to both of them as they served side by side in the ministry
of disaster relief,” said Rex Alexander, state DR coordinator.

NAMB President Kevin Ezell extended condolences to
Fulkerson’s family, saying, “[Don] is a great example of
someone who chose to stay active into his later years and to
contribute in a way that truly made a difference in the lives of
others.” (BNG)

Tennessee ministry receives new ultrasound machine

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee — An East Tennessee ministry has
a new resource provided by Southern Baptists in its mission
to serve the needy — in this case, underprivileged, pregnant
women.

Wallace Mobile Healthcare, based in Knoxville, Tennes-
see, received an ultrasound machine March 6 from the Psalm
139 Project of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission
(ERLC). The gift — the latest made by ERLC to centers across
the country — occurred during the morning worship service of
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church in Knoxville.

Wallace Mobile Healthcare seeks to meet the physical and
spiritual needs of the uninsured and underprivileged in Knox
County and nearby rural communities in Appalachia through
the provision of free medical services. The nonprofit mission
is named in memory of Bill Wallace, a Southern Baptist mis-
sionary from Knoxville who died as a prisoner of the Chinese
Communists in 1951. (BP)
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Alabama Baptist Convention State Board of Missions

IMISISTON

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheCooperativeProgramMANYMINISTRIES:GreatCommissionMinistries

news and features about missions and ministries from the Alabama Baptist
State Board of Missions | (800) 264-1224 | alsbom.org

COME BREAK THE ICE AT
THE BAPTIST BUILDING

We've all been there. You're
at a Sunday School fellowship or
a party of some sort, and
someone hands you an icebreaker
activity. Suddenly you're faced
with the task of finding someone
who shares your birth month or
who has never seen a
Star Wars movie, with
the goal of finishing
your grid before time
runs out.

Whether you like
party games or not,
those icebreakers
serve a good purpose.
Much like the ships for
which they are named —
huge vessels charged with
breaking up ice to open up
navigation channels — an
icebreaker in a social setting
serves to break up the tension
and clear the way for a more
comfortable experience.

Twice a year, your State Board
of Missions holds an icebreaker
activity of sorts. We call it Get
Acquainted Day, and the next one
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 3,
at the Baptist Building, 2001 E.
South Blvd., Montgomery. It
begins at 10 a.m. and will
conclude by 3:30 p.m.

The structured part of the day
includes time to hear from
Executive Director Rick Lance and
other state missionaries from the
Evangelism & Discipleship,
Missions Mobilization, Leadership
Development and Missions

Support teams, as we
explore ways we can

By Doug Rogers

State Missionary

partner in Great
Commission efforts.

In addition, state
missionary and sociologist Jim
Swedenburg will lead practical
discussions related to the
demographics of our state and
the different leadership styles
found in churches. You'll receive a
sheet of statistics customized for
your church and community and
learn how to reach the people
who are right around you.

If that's not enough, we’'ll
even treat you to lunch and a
tour of the Baptist Building, if
you'd like. Need more incentive?
The Alabama Baptist newspaper
will be providing Chick-fil-A

biscuits starting at 9 a.m. Come
early and take advantage of the
opportunity to chat with
members of your state newspaper
staff to learn how they can be
your partners in ministry.

But perhaps the most
important part of the day will be
the opportunities you'll have to
bounce an idea off a state
missionary over lunch or discuss
with a new friend a challenge
you're facing in ministry.

The entire day is provided at
no charge to you,
because of the generous
gifts from Alabama
Baptists through the
Cooperative Program.
The event is designed
with pastors, church
staff, secretaries or
associational staff who
are new to Alabama or
new to their position in
mind, but if you're just
interested in learning
more about your State

If you're interested, register online
at alsbom.org/gad or drop a line
to Sheila Rikerd at srikerd@
alsbom.org. Questions? Call
Sheila at (334) 613-2249. Let's
break some ice together so we
can navigate the choppy waters
of ministry more effectively!

State Missionary Doug Rogers
is director of communications
& technology services at the State
Board of Missions. You can reach
him at drogers@alsbom.org or
(334) 613-2319.

AT THE BAPTIST BUILDING,
2001 E. SOUTH BLVD.

ol of Mok ~——MONTGOMERY ———
please .con5|der Tuesday, May 3, 10 am - 3:30 pm
attending. alshom.org/gad

We'd love for you
to be our guest at the
next Get Acquainted Day.
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WHY | BELIEVE IN THE

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM

l lBy giving through the Cooperative Program, the Pastor John Killian of Maytown
individual Baptist and the local church can participate ~ Baptist Church, Bessemer Association,
in every aspect of fulfilling the Great Commission. is @ member of the Alabama

Giving through the Cooperative Program is cost- IR GrlTIE i ot

- . and previous/
efficient, evangelism-centered and a proven i i

_ served as State m
means to expand our horizons for world Carvanian ,

evangehsm.’ , alsbom.org/cp president.

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheCooperativeProgramMANYMINISTRIES: GreatCommissionMinistries

May 21,10 a.m.-2 p.m.
WorldSong Missions Place, Cook Springs

FREE ADMISSION All are welcome. Registration is required
by Friday, May 13.

Ifyou're interested in sending your child to camp this summer,
"Come Celebrate WorldSong" is a great time to See what camping
at WorldSong is all about!

I :
WhEther youve never been {0 The JOIN US FOR: ® Games. ® Hiking. ® Culture activities.
campus or ha\/e ’O\/@d it for years, we t e Scavenger hunt. ® Time with missionaries from several countries,
.. - : ® Hot dog lunch.
invite you to join us to celebrate 25 For more informati .
or more information, go online to www.worldsongretreat.

years of cam pl Nng at WorldSon g. " com, or please contact Hope Stephens at 1-800-264-1225,
ext. 278, or (334) 613-2278, hstephens@alsbom.org.

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheC T MVYMINISTRIES:GreatCommissionMinistries

ASSOCIATIONAL
CLERKS AND SECRETARIES

It's almost time for the Associational Leadership For more information, please contact
Conference: May 19 at Eastmont Baptist Church,  State Missionary Mickey Crawford at

Montgomery. \\/e will go over the new features of 1-800-264-1225, exi 281, 0r(334)
ADX and questions to be asked on the Survey Form. 613-2281, mcrawford@alsbom.org.




Anthony Potts serves as
pastor/planter of Launch
Pointe Church in the Colbert-
Lauderdale Association. He

O
i

is married to Holly, and they
have three children. He began
the church planting work
three years ago.

Anthony is serious about God’s
timing. He has served in ministry for 12
years and has had a desire to complete
his seminary education. Lack of
funding and timing were a hindrance
to reaching this goal.

“About five months ago, | had
come to the conclusion prayerfully that
| would never be able to graduate from

seminary, especially at the rate that |
was going,” Anthony recounted. “I had
prayed for 10 years for the Lord to
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Soon, Anthony said, “something
miraculous” happened in October
2015. The Launch Pointe Church’s
leadership team felt led that the
congregation should join the Colbert-
Lauderdale Baptist Association.

After meetings with Eddy Garner,
the director of missions, and myself
as Alabama Baptists’ lead church
\ planting strategist, Anthony said he
l was encouraged and motivated to
continue in his calling to take the
Gospel to the nation “by making
disciples who make disciples, and
planting churches.”

Anthony also expressed

appreciation for New Orleans

Baptist Theological Seminary’s

Caskey Scholarship for qualified

small church pastors. He
encourages other ministers to

i

consider applying for the Caskey
Scholarship as well.

I
|
\
s

e ir———

BEN———

provide a way to make a

For more
seminary education a information about
reality if it was His will. By Lamar Duke church planting
| had complete resolve State Missionary among Alabama
in that if that was the Baptists, please
Lord’s will. So | told the Lord Jesus, ‘If contact State

you want me to achieve a seminary Missionary Lamar
degree, You are going to have to make

Duke at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 332, or

it happen!” And | left it with Him.” (334) 613-2332, Iduke@alsbom.org.

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheCooperativeProgramMANYMINISTRIES:GreatCommissionMinistries

May 21, 2016 Eastmont Baptist

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Church,Montgomery

handbell workshop

} QJTﬁNC

REGISTER ONLINE AT ALSBOM.ORG/SPRINGRING

Cost of lunch to be
determined by host.

. For more information, please contact Ministry Assistant Sharon Cleveland,
. 1.800.264.1225, ext. 279, or (334) 613.2279, scleveland@alsbom.oryg.
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TAYLOR ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH,
Montgomery $¢¢ Monday, May 2,
9 a.m.-3 p.m. (lunch on your own)

\\u,

Karen Peck and New River $¢¢ Don Cass,
retired evangelism director, Southern
Baptists of Texas Convention $¢: Bob

White, executive dlrector Georgia

Baptist Convention $¢: David Burton,
evangelist, David Burton Ministries

For more information, please contact
Ministry Assistant Lori McGough at
1-800-264-1225, ext 245, or
(334) 613-2245, Imcgough@alsbom.org

S D
Ai%k':'REAT

MONDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 11-13 ¢ Shocco Springs

<9 DEFINITIONS OF "RETREAT" (&
1. An act of withdrawing. No, that doesn't sound
like senior adults!

2. A quiet or secluded place in which one can rest and
relax. That sounds like Shocco Springs!

3. A period of group withdrawal for prayer, meditation
and study. That sounds more like the Spring Senior Adult
Retreat when we add fun and fellowship to the definition!

You won't need a dictionary. Just bring your Bible and a
friend, or find a new friend or several at the retreat when
you travel to Shocco Springs in April. It all begins with
lunch on Monday and ends with lunch on Wednesday.

Info on Cost/Registration: shocco.org or 1-800-280-1105

For more information, go online to
alsbom.org/senioradultretreat or contact State Missionary

Eileen Mitchell, 1-800-264-1225, ext. 221, or (334) 613-2221,
emitchell@alsbom.org.

alsbom. org/bibledrillandspeakerstournament

2016 Regional Bible Drills

# NortH: East Highland Baptist Church, Hartselle, April 14.
Sign in begins at 3:30 p.m., drills begin at 4 p.m.

m SoutH East: Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Dothan, April 14.
Sign in begins at 3:30 p.m., drills begin at 4 p.m.

# NortH CeNTRAL: CrossPoint Church, Trussville, April 17.
Sign in begins at 1:30 p.m., drills begin at 2 p.m.

# SoutH CeNTRAL: Eastmont Baptist Church, Montgomery, April
17. Sign in begins at 1:30 p.m., drills begin at 2 p.m.

# SoutH WEesr: College Park Baptist Church, Mobile,

April 18. Sign in begins at 3:30 p.m., drills begin at 4 p.m.
M WEest CenTrAL: First Baptist Church, Livingston, April 18.
Sign in begins at 3:30 p.m., drills begin at 4 p.m.

# NortH EasT: Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Alexandria,

April 19. Sign in begins at 3:30 p.m., drills begin at 4 p.m.

2016 State Bible Drill and Speakers Tournament
First Baptist Church, Montgomery, o b -
April 23. Reglstrohon begins at 12:30 p.m.,

drills begin at 1 p.m.

For more information, please contact
Ministry Assistant Julie Smith at
1-800-264-1225, ext. 255, or
(334) 613-2255, jsmith@alsbom.org.
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¥ 4Missions Adventure

Missions Adventure Camp
for Girls
(girls completing grades 2-6)

June 20-24

June 27-July 1

July 18-22
Early bird rate: $210 per person
After May 1: $230 per person

Missions Adventure Camp
for Teen Girls
(girls completing grades 7-12)

June 20-24

July 18-22
Early bird rate: $210 per person
After May 1: $230 per person

Extreme MAC for Teen

Girls

(girls completing grades 7-12)
June 13-15

Early bird rate: $110 per person

After May 1: $130 per person

Mini Camp for Girls

(girls completing grades 2-6)
June 13-15

Early bird rate: $110 per person

After May 1: $130 per person

CITs (Cabin leader In

Training)

(girls completing grades 9-12)
June 27-July 1

Early bird rate: $210 per person

After May 1: $230 per person

Missions Adventure Camp
for Children
(coeds completing grades 2-6)

July 11-15
Early bird rates: $210 per person
After May 1: $230 per person

Mom & Me

(girls completing grades 2-6)
June 16-18

Early bird rate: $110 per person

After May 1: $130 per person

@)1 ® Camp at WorldSong

Mom & Me Little
(girls completing grades K-3 and
their moms)

June 24-25

July 15-16
Early bird rate: $65 per person
After May 1: $75 per person

Online: worldsongretreat.com
For more information, please contact
Crystal Akers at 1-800-264-1225,
ext. 223, or (334) 613-2223,
cakers@alsbom.orqg.

B
==

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheCooperativeProgramMANYMINISTRIES:GreatCommissionMinistries

e
SN

FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY,
APRIL 22-23

1> FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH,
ENTERPRISE

Singles, join us for

‘ ["‘ a time of laughter,

¢~ community and hearing
from God. The doors will

open on Friday evening at

6:30, and the fun will begin at

7:00. Saturday morning, come for

coffee and muffins at 8:30.The session will begin at

9 a.m. and end with lunch.

COST: Both days, $20 per person
Friday only, $10 per person
Saturday only, $15 per person

For more information, go online to alsbom.org/
gosingleadults or please contact State Missionary
Eileen Mitchell, 1-800-264-1225, ext. 221, or

(334) 613-2221, emitchell@alsbom.org.
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childrenxschoir

|

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Friday and Saturday, July 8-9,
Shocco Springs

EXCITING, HANDS-ON TRAINING THAT WILL
ALLOW YOU TO:
» Discover new ways to make choir a
favorite for kids. ® Learn how you can
use games to enhance your music
program.
CREATE AN IDEAL OPPORTUNITY FOR
CHILDREN TO EXPERIENCE WORSHIP,
* Network with outstanding clinicians
from across the U.S.
* Network with other people in similar
situations.

Cost: $125 per person by May 2 (based
on 3-4 persons per room, $20 deposit per
person due upon registration)

For more information, go online to
alsbom.org/children-summit or contact
State Missionary Karen Gosselin at
1-800-264-1225, ext. 318, or (334) 613-2318,
kgosselin@alsbom.org, or Ministry Assistant
Sharon Cleveland at ext. 279, or

(334) 613-2279 or scleveland@alsbom.org.

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheCooperativeProgramMANYMINISTRIES: GreatCommissionMinistries

8‘1{”‘{@ o i b

Friday-Saturday, July 22- 23, Shocco Springs

D
FEATURING: <> VWorship times < Missionary festimonies
<> |eadership, missions and personal enrichment conferences

For all church and associational directors, coordinators, facilitators, leaders and
other feam members of Women's Ministry, VWMU, Women on Mission, Adults
on Mission, Sisters VWho Care, Hispanic Women, Acteens, Youth on Mission,
Girls Ministry, Girls in Action, Children in Action, Mission Friends and Royal

Ambassadors (in collaboration with Alabama Baptist Men's Ministries).
REGISTER: 1-800-280-1105 or shocco.org

For more information, go online to alabamawmu.org, or please
contact Pat Ingram at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 292, or (334) 613-2292,
pingram@alsbom.org.
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SHOAL CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH,

13214 HOLTVILLE RD., DEATSVILLE

Cost: $5 (includes noon meal)
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m.
The conference will conclude by

3:30 p.m.

This is a library training event. Classes will
be offered in all areas of library work.
Anyone involved in any type of library
work is invited — libraries of churches,

Christian schools, public schools or
private schools — and public libraries. The
information provided will help your library

grow. A swap table will be available.

For more information or to register,

please contact Marty Woodall

at (334) 569-3854 or
martybooksl@juno.com.

ONEMISSION:TheGreatCommissionONEPROGRAM:TheCooperativeProg

SUNDAY SCHOOL &

DISCIPLESHIP

Training is available for
Sunday School & discipleship
leaders on the dates
and locations listed here.
Experienced conference
leaders will be at each
location to offer tips on
fopics such as organization,
lesson preparation, materials,
encouragement and
affirmation for you as a servant
leader in your church, and
there are always some new
ideaqs.

At each location, there are
three one-hour conference
fimes with mulfiple topics for
each age group. Go online
to the web pages listed for

more information or to register.

Registration is S5 per person
before the early registration
deadline, $10 per person after
the deadline.

Metro-First Baptist Church,
Trussville
August 13

EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

Thursday, August 11
alsbom.org/metro

South-Government Street
Baptist Church, Mobile
August 13

EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

August 11
alsbom.org/south

ramMANYMINISTRIES:GreatCommissionMinistries

North-

Lindsay Lane
Baptist Church,
Athens

August 27
EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
August 25
www.alsbom.org/north

For more information, please
contact State Missionary Jamie
Baldwin, 1-800-264-1225,

ext. 240, or (334) 613-2240,
jbaldwin@alsbom.org.
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musiCamp
@Shocco!

Mownday - Friday,
July 115 &
Shocco & Sprinvgs

At Mix Music Camp we work
to identify and help frain worship
leaders for the next generation.
Other activities will include:
Wet Willie Water Slide e
Hiking Trails ¢ Miniature Golf e
Basketball » Volleyball « Pedal
Boats ¢ Horseshoes ¢ Octaball
» Disc Golf » Poly Pong ¢ Fishing
* Ropes Course * Paintball
Pedal Cars ¢ Swimming

COST: S300 per person by May 2
(S80 deposit per person due upon
registration)

For more information, go
online fo mixmusiccamp.org or
contact Ministry Assistant
Cindy Parrish at 1-800-264-1225,
ext. 230, or (334) 613-2230,

cparrish@alsbom.org.

| The Summit |
SHOCCO SPRINGS, AUGUST 5 - 6, 2016
REGISTER ONLINE: WWW.SHOCCO.ORG OR CALL 1-800-280-1105

Now is the time to begin planning for the
summer. While looking ahead, make sure to set
aside time for family and friends. Give yourself
some time to play and rest, but don’t overlook
another essential element in a happy, healthy
Christian lifestyle that you must also reserve time
to pursue: personal and spiritual growth.

AT THE SUMMIT: For Church Leaders, you will
find plenty of opportunities to grow in knowledge
and confidence in how to serve as a leader in
your church. Ministers and other professionals in
many different areas of church life and ministry
will be on the Shocco campus to lead training
sessions. From preschool to senior adults, all age
groups will be represented.

The Summit begins on Friday with Early Bird
Mega Conferences from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
followed by a worship rally beginning at 3:45.

Supper will be served beginning at 4:45,
followed by two conference times at 6:15

and 7:45. Saturday’s schedule begins with
breakfast at 6:30 a.m., followed by conference
times of 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00. Lunch will be
served at noon.

THE SUMMIT: For Church Leaders is for
pastors, ministers, teachers, and other workers
and leaders. There is no childcare.

UPDATES: alsbom.org/summit

Registration/Pricing: 1-800-280-1105
or shocco.org

For more information, please contact State
Missionary Jamie Baldwin, 1-800-264-1225, ext.
240, or (334) 613-2240, jbaldwin@alsbom.org.
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Knowing God

By Jerry Batson, Th.D.
Special to The Alabama Baptist
or many weeks Theology 101
has followed the general theme
of knowing God. The underly-
ing premise of the theme is that
we can only know God in light of how
He has chosen to be known. This is to
say that our knowledge of God is de-
pendent on His self-revelation.

As a point of beginning, we have
looked at commonly recognized as-
pects of God’s being or essential na-
ture. Christians commonly recognize
that God has revealed certain char-
acteristics or attributes that flow out
of His essence or being as God. Thus
Theology 101 has sought to remind
us of such attributes as His holiness,
love, mercy and grace.

Numerous and varied

Given God’s greatness, His attri-
butes are numerous and varied. Know-
ing that finite minds cannot contain
all His attributes, we are limiting our
thoughts to several selected ones. This
week we continue by thinking about
another characteristic that God has
revealed about Himself, namely, His
trustworthiness.

That God has shown Himself to be
trustworthy is one manifestation of
His immutability or unchanging na-
ture. God never fails us or disappoints
us. He will never let us down.

We can depend on God in all cir-
cumstances and amid all of life’s
changes. We sometimes sing a hymn
that expresses His trustworthiness:
“They who trust Him wholly find Him
wholly true.”

Job expressed absolute confidence
in God as trustworthy with his famous
declaration, “Though He slay me, yet
will I trust Him” (Job 13:15).

God’s protection

A number of truths stem from God’s
trustworthiness. His promises are sure.
We can take Him at His Word.

On the other hand, His warnings
are serious and carry serious conse-
quences when ignored. We can depend

God Is Trustworthy

on God to react when we ignore His
prohibitions against all forms of sin.

That God is trustworthy implies that
His protection is guaranteed. As the
Psalmist put it concerning the Lord as
our Good Shepherd, His rod and His
staff are a source of comfort to His
sheep (Ps. 23:4).

Ultimate protection

Jesus Himself rested in His Father’s
ultimate protection in the form of the
provision of angels to bear Him up lest
He dash His foot against a stone. As
Luke 4:10 puts it, “He will give His
angels charge over you to keep you.”

Divine trustworthiness also means
that God’s covenant is secure with
those who are His believing people.
His new covenant was sealed with the
blood of His only begotten Son.

That He is totally trustworthy means
God’s mercies are unfailing. In ad-
dition, what 1 Corinthians 13:8 says
about love is utterly true of God’s per-
fect love: “Love never fails.”

Everlasting truth

That He is trustworthy means God’s
truth is everlasting. It does not fluctu-
ate with times, places or people. Like
Himself, God’s Word is absolutely
trustworthy. The Psalmist declared it
s0, saying, “The works of His hands
are faithful and just; all His precepts
are trustworthy” (Ps. 111:7).

In the last chapter of the Bible, after
a description of the new heavens and
new earth with the new Jerusalem and
the river of life, the heartwarming dec-
laration is, “These words are trustwor-
thy and true” (Rev. 22:6). ¥

Jerry Batson is

a retired Alabama
Baptist pastor who
also has served as
associate dean of
Beeson Divinity
School at Samford
University and
professor of several
schools of religion
during his career.

2015 ‘worst year in modern
history for Christian persecution’

ith North Korea leading the way
in Asia and Islamic extremism
rapidly expanding in the Middle

East, 2015 was the “worst year in modern
history for Christian persecution,” accord-
ing to Open Doors USA, which tracks

the issue and serves persecuted believers
worldwide.

But it’s not just Communism and Islamic
extremism that caused the year to be the
“worst,” according to a report released in
early January. The year also saw behead-
ings, imprisonments, torture and eviction
from homelands and more.

The Middle East, Africa and Central
Asia saw a dramatic rise in persecution in
2015.

More than 7,100 Christians were killed
that year for their faith — almost 50 per-
cent higher than 2014, according to the
Open Doors report. Nigeria, Eritrea and
Pakistan saw the bloodiest and biggest per-
secution.

Islamic extremism “has risen to a level
akin to ethnic cleansing,” according to the
report.

The top 10 countries that saw “extreme”
persecution were: North Korea (topping
the list for the 14th year in a row), Iraq,
Eritrea, Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan, So-
malia, Sudan, Iran and Libya.

Open Doors President and CEO David
Curry told Fox News that it’s up to the
United States to bring about change.

“As the dominant power in the free
world, [the U.S.] must lead the change in
bringing more relief and aid to those suf-
fering,” he said. “The level of exclusion,
discrimination and violence against Chris-
tians is unprecedented, spreading and in-
tensifying. ... The persecution of Christians
is a lead indicator of when countries are
beginning to tip into chaos.”

For Christians in the U.S. where per-
secution is minimal it can be hard to un-
derstand, and may even be unbelievable,
how Christians are treated for their faith in
foreign countries.

The Alabama Baptist (TAB) regularly
reports news stories of Christians being
harassed, beheaded, imprisoned, beaten,
tortured and killed in its “Persecuted
Church” column to help bring awareness to
the persecution and provide ways for them
to pray.

Most recently TAB reported stories from
a church in Turkey that was attacked by
four Muslim men and about the murders
and kidnapping that took place in a retire-
ment home in Yemen in March.

SBC resolution

And the global persecution of believers
has not gone unnoticed by the Southern
Baptist Convention, which passed a reso-
lution at the 2015 annual meeting in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, on “The Persecuted Church
Worldwide.”

In the resolution religious liberty is rec-
ognized as a “principle rooted in Scripture
and demonstrated in the gospel.”

“All individuals are created in the image
of God and therefore deserve to be re-
garded with dignity and respect,” the reso-
lution reads. “Governments that persecute
Christians and abridge religious freedom
invariably are guilty of other human rights
abuses as well.”

The resolution resolved that Southern
Baptists should “encourage our government
officials to elevate religious liberty con-
cerns to the highest priority in foreign poli-
cy, invoking sanctions against those nations
which advocate and tolerate persecution of
those with differing religious beliefs.” (Nei-
sha Roberts, foxnews.com, RNS)

(COMPLETE conference reaches teen girls

s

Teen girls and leaders pray during a poverty simulation at COM-
PLETE, a gathering for teen girls that takes place every March and
is based on Colossians 2:10. COMPLETE is sponsored by Alabama
Woman’s Missionary Union. This year 595 people participated in the
event at Eastmont Baptist Church, Montgomery.

Photo by Nalin Khantisouriya

J
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Medical professionals fit uniquely
in Great Commission, Naylor says

haring the gospel and heal-
S ing go hand in hand, ac-

cording to Rebekah Naylor,
former missionary surgeon who
spent more than 20 years serving
at Bangalore Baptist Hospital in
India through the International
Mission Board (IMB).

Sharing with more than 100
students and others during a
March 31 event called Global
Voices, sponsored by Beeson Di-
vinity School’s Global Center and
the Woman’s Missionary Union
Foundation, Naylor said medical
missions is “strategic physically
and spiritually and it can and it
must lead to church planting.”

“Jesus combined healing with
missions,” Naylor said, sharing
Matthew 9:35 and other passages
where healing and preaching the
gospel were a two-handed plow
of sorts.

“It is true for every believer —
we are to care for the needs of
people and share the good news
of Jesus Christ. If you just hold
on to one handle of the plow it’s

WILLING TO SACRIFICE

In 1985 we packed up our two
preschoolers and all our worldly
possessions and moved to the
Middle East. Our decision to
seek appointment by the Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) was
in response to God’s call and
our desire to see His kingdom
expanded.

Although we knew IMB faced
financial challenges, we were

AR

Photo by Neisha Roberts

Rebekah Naylor shares about medical missions with more
than 100 participants March 31 at Global Voices, an event held
at Beeson Divinity School’s Global Center in Birmingham.

going to go on a tangent. You
must preach and heal. It is proc-
lamation; it is demonstration.”
While serving with IMB, Nay-
lor worked in the clinic where
she had ample time to share her
faith and help patients, she said.

certainly surprised last summer
when we heard about the depth
of the problem. In the end, the
same things led us back to Ala-
bama that had led us overseas
so many years ago. We wanted
to be a part of the solution so
that IMB can continue to ex-
pand God’s kingdom around the
world.

Although the financial pack-
age exceeded the minimum

She later became CEO of the
hospital and was involved in the
implementation of education
programs the hospital offered to
local people, including a school
of nursing which opened in
1996. (TAB)

we needed in order to consider
retiring early, we did take a hit
financially. While generous the
VRI was not a “golden para-
chute.” We are extremely grate-
ful to Southern Baptists for their
support over the past 30 years
including this final payment. We
feel like we still have contribu-
tions to make and left the field
with several goals not yet com-
pleted. Re-entry back into the
United States has been emotion-
ally difficult for us. With all that,
we do not question the decision
we made.

Over 30 years ago we made
sacrifices in order to follow the
Lord’s leading. We and nearly
1,000 other co-workers made a
sacrifice again in order to be a
part of the solution for the finan-
cial stability of IMB. We chose
the financial health of IMB over
our own hopes and even dreams.
That a large number of mission-
aries are willing to sacrifice for
the long-term stability of IMB
does not surprise, shock or dis-
appoint us. It makes us proud.

Paul and Harriet Lawrence

Retired IMB missionaries 3
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Gov. Bentley faces church discipline

ollowing a divorce in Sep-

tember 2015 and recent news
that he was involved in some level
of affair while he was married,
Gov. Robert Bentley is no longer
a member of First Baptist Church,
Tuscaloosa, where he’s been a
longtime member, deacon and
Sunday School teacher.

The Alabama Baptist reached
out to Bentley’s office regarding
his church membership but no re-
sponse was given.

According to news reports,
Bentley stopped attending the
Tuscaloosa Baptist Association
church in late March. Rebekah
Mason, Bentley’s former senior
political adviser and spokeswom-
an with whom he denied having
a sexual affair, resigned from her
position March 31. She also used
to attend First, Tuscaloosa, and is

no longer a member, according
to news reports.

the congregation April 4 regard-
ing the matter and

Gil McKee, pastor
of First, Tuscaloosa,
told al.com, “While
church discipline is a
church family matter,
both Gov. Robert Bent-
ley and Mrs. Rebekah
Mason are no longer
members of First Bap-

release a final public
statement that after-
noon.

At press time it was
unclear if church lead-
ers removed Bentley
from church member-
ship or if he decided
to stop attending the

tist Church, Tuscaloo-
sa. I continue to pray
for each of them.”
McKee told The Alabama
Baptist that he would address

BENTLEY

church on his own.

Bentley and Mason
have recently attended
other Alabama Baptist churches
together. (TAB)

TAB™ CLASSIFIEDS

For information about placing a classified ad, contact the advertising department of *The Alabama Baptist
at 205-870-4720, ext. 102, or ads@thealabamabaptist.org. Copy deadline is two weeks before publication.

PASTOR

Blocton, Alabama, is seeking
a pastor. Average attendance
is 75. Resumés are being
accepted. Email resumés to:
westbloctonfb@gmail.org.

CHURCH POSITIONS

West Blocton First Baptist, West

MINISTER OF MUSIC &
EDUCATION

Union Hill Baptist, Oneonta,
is seeking a full-time worship
leader for a growing fellowship

ministry and discipleship for all
ages. Please submit resumés to:
2919 Co. Hwy. 39, Oneonta,
AL 35121. 205-274-9232.

bbarnett@otelco.net.

with two blended Sunday morn-
ing services. Educational experi-
ence should include small group

WORSHIP PASTOR
First Baptist Church of the Is-
lands in Savannah, Georgia, is

ship pastor. We are located in
a community with many young
families and are surrounded by

the sake of the gospel. Our cur-
averages approximately 550
weekly in two morning services.
We utilize a unique mix of choir,
praise team and praise band in
pastor will fit within a multi-staff
team and an amazing number
of volunteer leaders to help us
to know Christ, grow in Christ,

lives and to go with the gospel.

to effectively lead others into
authentic worship and also dis-

currently seeking a full-time wor-

much opportunity for impact for

rent morning worship attendance

our worship setting. The worship

fulfill our vision of leading others
show Christ through surrendered

The worship pastor must be able

ciple others. All applications will
be prayerfully considered once
we have received a cover letter,
a resumé with references and a
2-3 minute video introduction of
yourself as you briefly share your
call to ministry, your passion for
worship and your heart to impact
others. A webcam or phone
video is perfectly fine. Please
email your cover letter, resumé
and video link to: searchteam@
fbcislands.com.

WORSHIP MINISTER
Wayside Baptist Church, Alex-
ander City, Alabama, is accept-
ing resumés for a worship min-
ister. The position is part time.
Please send resumés to: pastor@
waysidebaptistonline.com.

BIVOCATIONAL MINISTER
OF MUSIC

Turnerville Baptist Church,
Mobile County. Contact Bro.
Jason Meaux at jmeaux@
turnervillebaptist.org.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR TO
STUDENTS

First Baptist Church of Dothan
is looking for an associate pas-
tor to students. Description:
working with students grade 7
through college graduation. Re-
sumés to: Trent Dillard at
tldillar@southernco.com.

YOUTH PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Alexander
City, Alabama, is announcing the
opening of a full-time staff posi-
tion for minister to students. We
are praying for the Lord to call
His chosen man for our youth,
grades 7 through 12. The search
committee is at work receiving
resumés at: P.O. Box 400, Al-

exander City, AL 35011. 256-
234-6351. spsc@fbc-ac.org.

YOUTH/CHILDREN’S
MINISTER

Southside Baptist Church, Princ-
eton, Kentucky, is accepting
resumés for a full-time youth/
children’s minister. Bachelor’s
degree, seminary training and
experience is preferred. Email:
youthsearchteam@southside-
baptist.com or mail: Southside
Baptist, ATTN: Youth Search,
P.O. Box 684, Princeton, KY
42445,

PART-TIME DIRECTOR OF
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Woodward Avenue Baptist
Church, Muscle Shoals, is ac-
cepting resumés for the part-time
position of director of children’s
ministries. Email resumés to:
info@woodwardavenuebaptist.
org. Call for more details. 256-
383-4078.

OTHER POSITIONS

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
Montgomery Baptist Associa-
tion, Montgomery, Alabama, is
accepting resumés through May
1 for director of missions. Mas-
ter of divinity degree from an ac-
credited seminary. Fifteen years
ministry experience preferred.
Minimum two years as senior
pastor preferred. Work experi-
ence in a multicultural communi-
ty. See website for details: www.
mgmbaptists.org/home/dom.

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
The Calhoun Baptist Associa-
tion requests resumés for the
position of director of missions.

Please send your resumé to:
ATTN: DOM Search Commit-
tee, CBA, 1130 Woodstock
Ave., Anniston, AL 36207.

PART-TIME PRESCHOOL
COORDINATOR

Shades Crest Baptist Church is
seeking a part-time preschool
coordinator. This individual will
be responsible to the church for
planning, developing, coordinat-
ing and evaluating a comprehen-
sive educational, recreation and
ministry program for preschool-
ers in conjunction with the associ-
ate pastor for children and family
ministries. For a complete job de-
scription, visit www.shadescrest.
org. Resumés may be sent to:
sreece@shadescrest.org.

BUSINESS

GREAT PRICES

Stair-lifts, walk-in tubs, lift-chairs
and lightweight take-apart scoot-
ers. We service Alabama. 1-800-
682-0658.

TIME TO REPLACE THAT
OLD CHURCH SIGN?
Reliable Sign Services, a Chris-
tian-operated, full-service sign
company for two decades, is
ready to assist you as you expand
your church sign ministry. From
electronic message boards to tra-
ditional signs, Reliable will fabri-
cate and install statewide or ship
anywhere. www.reliablesigns.
com. 1-800-729-6844, 205-
664-0955.

CHURCH CONSTRUCTION
SERVICE

Lewis Webb Builders, Inc., active
in church construction service
for over 30 years. Remodel, re-

hab, repair. Call 334-285-9302.

TRAVEL/VACATION

LOG CABIN

Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished.
Discounts to ministers. Log on
to www.paradisevista.net to see
pictures. Call for reservations at

205-540-3600.

AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDE
CONDOS

Gulf Shores and Orange Beach,
Alabama. Rent direct from
Christian family owners. Low-
est prices on the beach for over
25 years. Call 205-752-1231,
205-556-0368, 251-752-2366
or www.gulfshorescondos.com.

FOR SALE

BUSINESS

Christian publisher nets
$47,000 part time from home.
Christian themed magazine.
Easy to learn, will train. Retiring.
$24,900. 828-633-2737.

TWO VANS

Ford, Econoline, 12-passenger
van, 2006, all white, 65,356
miles. Asking $14,000. Also
Chevrolet, 12-passenger van,
2012, all white, 87,449 miles.
Asking $15,000. Contact Mona
Padgett at Conecuh Springs
Christian School, 334-738-4800.

BUS

2000 Ford E-450, 26-passenger
church bus. 55,673 miles, diesel
V8. One owner. Excellent con-
dition. $16,000. First Baptist
Church, Whiteville, Tennessee.
Contact: fbcwhitevilletn@gmail.
com.
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TAB

AR

(augmented reality)

Follow these
instructions

Download the
Aurasma app
from your app store.

Choose the

“ALBaptist”
profile under channel
and tap “Follow.” You
will only have to do this
one time. (Any ALBaptist
options will allow you
to follow The Alabama
Baptist.)

Tap the [ icon
at the bottom of
the screen.

You will see

pulsating dots,
which indicate the app
is searching for a target.
Once it finds a target
the dots will turn to a
bull's-eye. The bull's-
eye will remain until
the augmented reality
image loads.

Hold your device

over a page or
image in The Alabama
Baptist (TAB) marked as
augmented reality and
watch the paper come
to life.

If the image is

slow to load at
any point, then it may
be your data speed or
Wi-Fi strength. Change
locations and try again.

Each week when

TAB arrives,
open the app and hold
your device over the
augmented reality
articles.

Jl
=1

UDSON
Cco GE

» Judson College Signs Two
New Recruits: Judson College
in Marion announced the sign-
ing of two new recruits for ath-
letic programs to join the Eagles
in the Fall 2016 season. Brionna
Alvarado, a senior at Sipsey
Valley High School in Buhl,
signed with the Eagles to play
volleyball and softball and Sarah
Combs, a senior at John Tyler
Morgan Academy in Selma,
joined the volleyball team.

UNIVERSITY

» Samford University Con-
ference to Focus on Teaching
the Reformations: Samford Uni-
versity in Birmingham will host
its second biennial conference
on Teaching the Christian Intel-
lectual Tradition (TCIT) on Oct.
6-8. The focus of the conference
is “Teaching the Reformations.”

Samford’s TCIT conferences
are designed to encourage excel-
lence in undergraduate teaching
across the curriculum, with a
particular emphasis on core cur-
riculum and general education
courses. In their call for papers

— due June 1 — conference
organizers have encouraged a
variety of topics and disciplinary
approaches.

Reformation scholars R. Ward
Holder, of Saint Anselm College
in Manchester, New Hampshire,
and G. Sujin Pak, of Duke Di-
vinity School in Durham, North
Carolina, are scheduled to present
keynote addresses at the confer-
ence. For more information, visit
www.samford.edu/events/teach-
ing-the-Christian-intellectual-
tradition-conference.

P Astronomers Emphasize
Value of Christian Engagement
With Science: Samford Uni-
versity’s Center for Science and
Religion in Birmingham and the
Issacher Fund hosted astronomers
Deborah Haarsma and Hugh
Ross for “a gracious dialogue on
evolution” March 2-3.

Haarsma, president of Bi-
oLogos, and Ross, president of
Reasons to Believe, responded to
audience questions and modera-
tor Josh Reeves during the March
3 event in Reid Chapel. Both
organizations seek to show how
the Christian faith is supported
by science. The astronomers’
answers illuminated some of the
unfamiliar corners of a familiar
debate and revealed the very dif-
ferent ways devout believers rec-
oncile science and religion.

» Samford University to

Host Bike Ride Through Black
Belt April 16: Samford Univer-
sity in Birmingham will host the
12th annual Old Howard 100
bike ride April 16. The ride is
ranked No. 2 in the nation on ac-
tive.com’s ranking of top century
rides in the United States this
spring. The ride through Ala-
bama’s Black Belt offers routes
of approximately 32, 45, 75 and
103 miles. Samford students also
will be working at the rest stops
as part of the Samford Gives
Back service day.

Proceeds from the ride as-
sist Perry County residents who
receive care through Samford’s
year-round health programs. To
date the ride has raised more than
$43,000.

For more information or to
register, visit www.samford.edu/
events/old-howard-100.

UNIVERSITY

OF MOBILE

P University of Mobile
Leadership Banquet Features
Fox News Channel Chief Po-
litical Anchor Bret Baier: The
University of Mobile (UMobile)
will bring Fox News Channel
chief political anchor Bret Baier
to Mobile for the 11th annual
UMobile Leadership Banquet
on April 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Arthur R. Outlaw Convention
Center.

Baier has interviewed all 2016
presidential candidates on the
GOP side and several on the
Democratic side including Hill-
ary Clinton for “Special Report
with Bret Baier.”

Prior to his anchor role, Baier
was named chief White House
correspondent in 2006 and also
served as a national security
correspondent covering military
and national security affairs
from the Pentagon.

Sponsorships and tickets are
available now at umobile.edu/
banquet16. For more informa-
tion, call 251-442-2917 or email
advancement@umobile.edu.

P University of Mobile to
Hold Vocal Music Workshop
on Power Belting Safely: The
University of Mobile (UMobile)
will hold a Command Perfor-
mance Workshop on power belt-
ing safely, a vocal technique for
singing, April 22-23.

Internationally known singer,
teacher and coach Maryann Kyle
will focus on healthy belting
technique and dramatic interpre-
tation in workshops and a master
class.

Clinicians include UMobile’s
Bruce Earnest, associate dean
of The Roger Breland School of
Music and the School of Wor-
ship Leadership, and Patrick
Jacobs, director of opera, voice
faculty chair and associate pro-
fessor of music.

The workshop will be held on
the UMobile campus April 22
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and April
23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. To reg-
ister, call the UMobile Center
for Performing Arts at 251-442-
2383 or visit www.itickets.com.

» High School Class of
2016 Can Get JumpStart on
College with Bargain Online
Classes from University of
Mobile: Students graduating
from high school in May can
get a jumpstart on college at a
bargain price by taking online
summer classes through the new
JumpStart program at the Uni-
versity of Mobile (UMobile).

Students may choose from
introduction to biology; micro-
computer applications; basic
public speaking; English 101
and 102; introduction to art; his-
tory 201 and 202; and psychol-
ogy.

Students interested in enroll-
ing in the JumpStart Summer
2016 classes should apply on-
line at umobile.edu/jumpstart.
Online courses also are open to
any college student wanting to
get ahead or catch up on their
college courses, no matter where
they currently attend college. ¥
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

For April 10

Explore the Bible sy robert oisen, PhoD.

Assistant Professor of Christian Ministries, University of Mobile

Bible Stlldies fOl‘ Life By Jim Barnette, Ph.D.

Samford University and Brookwood Baptist Church, Mountain Brook

INTEGRITY
Acts 4:36-5:11

Exhibit A: Barnabas (36-37)

The early believers demonstrated their
faith by helping other believers who
were in need. Of all these early Chris-
tians, Barnabas stood out.

Barnabas recognized that all of his
belongings are really gifts from God to
be used for His kingdom. He even sold a
field he owned to give the money to the
apostles to be used as they saw fit.

Once believers realize that everything
we own belongs to God, it frees us up to
give to others. If we trust God, we know
that He will take care of us and that our
possessions are temporary, not eternal.

There are some people who argue that
the early Church was socialist. However,
this is not the case. Socialism is a forc-
ing of people to give up their belongings
to be used for others. Christian love is
willful, not coerced.

On top of this, the Bible affirms pri-
vate property. This is seen by commands
to not steal (which suggests someone
owns the property) and comments like
“the worker is worth his wages (see
Luke 10:7; 1 Tim. 5:18), which suggests
that if someone works he deserves to get
paid.

Further comments — like Paul’s ad-
monition in 2 Thessolonians 3:10 that if
someone does not work, he doesn’t eat
— show that the Bible values hard work
and private property, both to be used to
further God’s kingdom.

Exhibit B: Ananias (1-6)
Unlike Barnabas who trusted in the
Lord and His provision, Ananias wanted
the acclaim Barnabas got for his gener-
osity, but he did not want to sacrifice his

money.

The problem was not that Ananias

kept some of the proceeds for himself.
Peter is clear that this is not the problem.
Ananias’ sin lay in his lying to Peter. By
lying, he not only was lying to Peter, but
also to the Holy Spirit because all sin is
an affront to God.

This is one of the clearest passages in
the Bible that affirms the divinity of the
Holy Spirit. Ananias wanted personal
praise and lied to get it. And in this in-
stance, God punished him severely.

Exhibit C: Sapphira (7-11)

Ananias’ wife, Sapphira, followed in
her husband’s footsteps by also lying to
Peter about the proceeds of the sale of
her property.

Just like her husband, Sapphira
dropped dead when confronted. These
deaths show that God does not take sin
lightly.

Some people think that lying is ac-
ceptable, so long as no one is hurt. In
this instance, no one was hurt by Ana-
nias and Sapphira lying except them-
selves. They kept money that belonged
to them. Their lie did not negatively
impact anyone, but God is a God of un-
shakeable truth — this is found through-
out the Bible.

Even one of the Ten Commandments,
do not commit false testimony, affirms
that God is a God of truth. For a be-
liever to intentionally deceive or lie goes
against the nature of God and since we
are to be imitators of Christ (Eph. 5:1),
who is God, we need to avoid lying.

One may ask why God felt the need to
put these two to death. In a sense, God
was instituting church discipline. The
Church is supposed to be the bride of
Christ and we are to eschew sin.

Therefore we need to take sin seri-
ously and affirm church discipline for
the sake of the Church and also of the
believer (see 1 Cor. 5). 3

OUR NEED FOR PURPOSE
John 15:1-8

God prunes our lives to make us
productive for Him. (1-3)

This text contains the final “I Am” say-
ings in John’s Gospel. Once again, Jesus
identifies Himself with a symbol com-
mon to the regions of the Mediterranean
world. Perhaps Jesus introduces the met-
aphor of the vine as He and His disciples
leave the upper room and journey toward
the Garden of Gethsemane. As they pass
by the temple, they would see one of the
chief ornaments: a golden vine, said to be
as large as a man.

Vines and vineyards crop up in several
parables in Matthew, Mark and Luke.
These parables have two things in com-
mon. First they all have a narrative plot.
Second in each case, the vineyard, or
people connected with the vineyard,
portray Israel being far less fruitful than
ought to have been the case. By contrast,
the extended metaphor in John 15:1-8
shows no plot development, and Jesus
Himself is the Vine. He is the real Vine,
the Chosen One from God.

We can only bear spiritual fruit
when we remain in Him. (4-7)
The “vinedresser” prunes the sprouts
and leaves that would hinder the branches
from bearing fruit in any way. The small
shoots that would take life from the vine
are pinched off. The fruit-bearing branch-

es must get all the nourishment.

Often the troubles we face are the Fa-
ther’s way of pinching off those excess
leaves that seem so attractive but bear
no fruit. Furthermore, the Vinedresser
prunes us so that our time and talents are
at His disposal instead of being drained
off in peripheral interests. All of this oc-
curs for the sake of bearing fruit for His
kingdom.

When the prophet Ezekiel appealed to
the vine as a metaphor, he warned that
if a vine failed to produce fruit its wood
was good for nothing but a fire (see Ezek.
15:1-8). For Ezekiel, the vine represents
Israel. Jesus picks up this image, warn-
ing His contemporaries of their imminent
danger. The fire symbolizes judgment
and attests to the uselessness of what it
consumes. Such is the fate of those who
are faithless.

Jesus’ abiding in the disciples provides
the grounds for their faithfulness to Him.
The image of pruning and cleansing re-
calls the foot washing in John 13, where
cleansing also was identified as being in
relationship with Him. “Unless I wash
you,” Jesus declared to Peter, “you won’t
belong to Me” (John 13:8).

God is glorified through the fruit

we bear for Him. (8)

With verse 8 the metaphor of the vine
is completed. Its point is the life-giving
connection of the believer with Christ.
The essence of Christian life and faith
has no other source than the association
of the person with the glorified Father.
As recorded by John, Jesus used water
in Chapter 4 and bread in Chapter 6 to
symbolize the life-giving quality of the
revelation of God. Now Jesus presses
the vine image into service to restate this
reality.

In John’s Gospel, it is more common
for the Son to be glorified; but God also
glorifies Himself in the Son (see 12:28)
and is glorified through the Son (see
13:31; 14:13). Since the fruit of believers
is a consequence of the Son’s redemptive
work, it follows that their fruitfulness
brings glory to the Father through the
Son. Failure to honor the Son is failure to
honor God (see John 5:23). Fruitlessness
not only threatens fire, but robs God of
the glory that is rightly His. ¥

Christian Crossword

Across

By Jonah and Sue Schrowang Copyright 1994

©Barbour Publishing

1. The book after John.

4. The priests.
9. Greeting.

10. Pester.

12. Alphaand ___.

13. Negative response.

15. This man was eaten
by worms.
(Acts 12:21-23)

18. Before Christ.

20. Anno Domini.

21. God created the dry
___on the third day.

22. Galatians is an Epistle
of .

23. An offense against
morals; sin.

24, ltalian for “yes.”

25. Peter saw this in his
vision in Acts 10.

29. And the tongue ___a
fire. (James 3:6)

30. A teenager.

33. Whom ___yethat|

35.

36.
38.

am? (Matt. 16:15)
This lady was King
Xerxes’ wife.

(Esther 2)

Kitchen appliance.
Fourth letter in Greek
alphabet.

11.

14.

16.

Bible times.

___ye therefore, and
teach all nations.

Fifth month of the
Hebrew calendar.
Rural Electrification
Administration. (abbr.)

40. First person pronoun. 17. And as it is appointed
42. ___ of the Chaldees. unto men ___ to die.
(Neh. 9:7) (Heb. 9:27)

43. Amusement. 19. Then Philip went
down to the city ...
and preached ___

Down unto them. (Acts 8:5)

1. And laid their hands 22. Paul did this
onthe __ . (Acts 5:18) frequently.
2. Definite article. 23. Extraterrestrial.
3. Therefore the Lord 26. The windows of ___

a__.(lsa. 7:14) (Gen. 7:11)

5. Adam’s wife. 27. Exodus. (abbr.)

6. The virtuous woman 28. Thirteenth letter of
isnot ___. (Prov. 31) the Greek alphabet.

7. Suffix. 29. Small island.

8. They wore these in 31. Metal-bearing mineral.

Himself shall give you

were opened.

32. Strongest muscle in
your body.

33. ___, pastors and
teachers. (Eph. 4:11)

34. Know ___ that the
Lord He is God.
(Ps. 100:3)

37. Maiden name.

39. Measure equal to 252
gallons.

41. Mathematical symbol
for “3.14.”
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Actress Jennifer Garner (right) plays Christy Beam, real-life
Christian mom of three, in the movie ‘Miracles From Heaven.’ The
film shares how Beam’s daughter, Annabel, who was diagnosed
with an incurable digestive disorder, fell three stories into an old,
hollowed out tree and how she experienced a miraculous healing.

'Ho

and

Do

encouragement’

Christian mom portrayed in ‘Miracles From Heaven’ shares about new film

iracles From Heaven”

finished its first week-

end in the No. 3 spot at

the box office, bringing

in $1.9 million on open-
ing day and, more importantly to Christy
Beam, a message of “hope and encourage-
ment” to its audiences.

Beam is the real-life mom played in the
film by Jennifer Garner. And “Miracles
From Heaven” shares her family’s story:
how her middle daughter, Annabel, was
diagnosed with an incurable digestive
disorder, how the 10-year-old fell three
stories into an old, hollowed out tree and
how — spoiler alert — she experienced a
miraculous healing.

The Christian mom of three who lives
with her family in Texas shared how truth
is sometimes stranger than fiction, what
not to say to those struggling with illness
and what it’s like to have Garner play you
in a movie.

Q: So how much of the movie
is true and how much is artistic
license?

A: They adapted it from my book, “Mir-
acles From Heaven.” That is the true story.
It’s the blood, sweat and tears poured out
onto the page. Most of the events (in the
movie) are very true; they’ve just taken a
little dramatic license with them.

In the book and in the real story, An-
nabel doesn’t come out of the tree uncon-
scious. She actually assisted in her own
rescue, which was very crazy because she
was nonresponsive for a very long time.

Things like that were different, but the
heartbeat and the message and those type
of things that we want people to walk
away with are spot-on.

Q: At the start of the movie,
your character says, “When
I was growing

up, people

didn’t really

talk about

miracles.” Is

that true to your
experience?

How has your

faith and your
understanding

of miracles

changed?

A: I believed in
miracles. I knew they
happened. I knew
that God was a mi-
raculous God and an
amazing God. But
I just never thought
they would happen
to me. I’m just an ordinary person living
an ordinary life. God can use anyone, and
I knew that, but for some reason I never
ever thought he would use me or my fam-

ily.

Q: Also in the film, several

“The message of the film is there are miracles

around you daily; all you have to do is look up. In

your time of trial, in your time of challenge, look up.”

Christy Beam
real-life mom played by Jennifer Garner in “Miracles From Heaven”

<
=

church members tell your
character they believe some sin
was preventing your daughter
Jrom being healed. Did people
say things like this to you when
your daughter was sick, and
how can people better support
those around
them who are
going through
something like
this?

A: Yes, they told
us we were out of the
will of God and that
we had sinned — that
we were being tested
by God and how well
we did determined
whether we passed
the test and would
be granted a miracle.
I think, honestly,
people mean well
but they don’t really
grasp that’s not who
God is.

I honestly feel like
we, as people, are the

extension and the arms of Christ loving on
each other. It is literally Christ reaching
down and loving us through other people,
wrapping His arms around us through oth-
er people. People would say, “Can I bring
you dinner?” “Can I help with the girls?” I
would say, “No, no, no, I've got it. Thank
you.” It just became — people said, “You
know what? I’m going to bring you din-
ner,” or, “I’m going to see what I can do
with the other girls while you take An-
nabel to Boston this time” — people just
doing it and not making a big deal about
it or just simply saying, “I’m praying for
you.” Things like that are great ways we
can help each other in times of crisis.

Q: How did you go from book
to movie, and what has that

sonypicturespublicity.com

been like to see your family’s
story in theaters?

A: It’s the fastest book-to-screen in
cinema history. We were giving the manu-
script to the publisher while I was answer-
ing calls and emails on the script. My
desire for what I wanted to see on film and
resonate with people matched (producer
DeVon Franklin’s) exactly, and so I knew
it was going to be OK. I knew it was a
God thing.

Q: Jennifer Garner told the
“Today” show that the movie
encouraged her to re-engage in
the Church and give her chil-
dren a solid faith background.
Could you ever have imagined
this?

A: I'm just so grateful that someone
of Jennifer’s caliber and skill and ability
felt so compelled to do this role, and she
didn’t just do it as a job, she stayed up and
read the script and read the book and said
she immediately fell in love with our fam-
ily and our journey.

What’s so weird about it is she did such
an amazing job, my husband and friends
have said she even mastered my cadence
of speech and she mastered my manner-
isms. She just got it and it’s so crazy to
see it on the screen.

Q: What are you hoping people
will take away from it?

A: Every day I get 100 messages from
people all over the world. It is resonating
with them and resonating deeply. It’s a
message of hope and inspiration, and they
are feeling encouraged. The message of
the film is there are miracles around you
daily; all you have to do is look up. In
your time of trial, in your time of chal-
lenge, look up. Be that miracle for some-
one else. (RNS)
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Several years ago Old Town Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, began praying for
God to show them where to engage an unreached, unengaged people group. After one year of
praying, God led Old Town Baptist to these coastal waters and the ‘T’ people in Southeast Asia.

Seed of the
gospel

NC church sees progress in Southeast Asian village

moke from the kitchen wafted up through
the red floorboards and a single window
offered little reprieve from the sun’s re-
lentless warmth. Mark Harrison could see
the top of a gold pagoda across the road
and hear the occasional honk of a truck driving by.

But Harrison’s focus was on the family he had
come to visit. It wasn’t the North Carolina pastor’s
first visit to this home in a remote Southeast Asian
village tucked among green mountains. He had
visited the family during other trips to the villages
of “T” people. Although the youngest sister and her
husband had become Christians, her parents and
three sisters never seemed interested in the gospel.

So Harrison hadn’t planned to stop that day. Tired
from traveling all day, he was headed to the rickety
wooden boat that would take him back across the
river. But when a local T believer called him, Har-
rison, missions pastor at Old Town Baptist Church,
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, knew he needed to
go with him to visit this family again.

Early on, Harrison and Old Town Baptist had
decided to focus their strategy to reach T people and
encouraging and discipling local believers to share
the gospel.

“They [local believers] know the language. They
know the culture. They understand the ins and outs
of everyday life. They have access to the people,”
Harrison said.

After more than a dozen trips to T people villages
in the past five years, Harrison and Old Town mem-
bers have seen T people turn from Buddhism, be-
lieve in Jesus and then lead others to faith in Jesus.

Yet believers are still few among this unreached
people group that is staunchly Buddhist. Less than
1 percent of the nearly 1.5 million people believe in
Jesus.

“The T people are deeply rooted in their ani-
mistic and Buddhist background,” Harrison said.
They’re very attracted to the gospel, he added, but
hesitant to let go of their heritage.

That’s the story at the home of the four sisters.
As Harrison scooted closer to help the oldest sis-
ter tie a knot on the bracelet she had made — a
beaded bracelet telling the story of creation and
salvation — he asked if she’d ever thought about
trusting in Jesus.

“She was very interested in the gospel but could
not say ‘yes’ to Jesus. She wanted to choose both,”
Harrison said. “She wanted all the benefits of fol-
lowing Jesus and yet [to] maintain her religion.”

The woman is afraid family and friends will re-
ject her if she leaves Buddhism.

Courage to leave Buddhism

Ever since they committed to sharing the gospel
among the T people, Harrison and Old Town have
prayed for them to have courage to leave Buddhism.

When the church began praying about engaging
an unreached, unengaged people group, Southeast
Asia missionaries such as William and Mallory Ritz
helped guide them to the T people and helped them
learn about the people group and Southeast Asian
culture.

“We help build partnerships between our South-
ern Baptist churches in America — with our nation-
al partners and existing field personnel,” William
said.

As T believers continue helping Harrison and Old
Town learn about their people and culture, Harrison
and Old Town in turn help them learn to share their
faith.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Names have been changed
for security reasons. (BP)

Church leaders kidnapped at gunpoint in Nigeria

KADUNA, Nigeria — Unidentified assailants kidnapped three
church leaders at gunpoint in northern Nigeria on March 21,
Christian leaders said.

The armed men stormed a church prayer camp site in the city
of Kaduna, where the pastors were supervising work in prepara-
tion for an Easter retreat for their church, Haddiyar Ekklesiya
Kristi A Nigeria (United Church of Christ in Nigeria).

Emmanuel Dziggau, president of the church; Iliya Anto, depu-
ty president of the church; and Yakubu Dzarma, a retired church
leader, were kidnapped.

Anto was released hours after the abduction due to poor health
but the kidnappers demanded $500,000 for the other two.

Jibrailu Wobiya, general secretary for the church, who escaped
with other church members from the service, said the three pas-
tors were kidnapped as they and other members were praying.

“We were all holding a prayer meeting at the prayer camp lo-
cated along the Kaduna-Abuja Highway in the city of Kaduna,”
Wobiya said. “We were working on the camp site in preparation
for our forthcoming church conference when the kidnappers in-
vaded the place and began shooting into the air.”

Armed with AK-47 rifles and with their faces covered, the
assailants struck at about 10 a.m., disrupted the service and
dragged the three pastors into their vehicle as church members
fled, he said. (MS)

Teenager persecuted by family for Christian conversion

KATENDE, Uganda — After Mohammed Nsera graduated
from high school in 2015, his Muslim family built a small house
for him on their homestead in eastern Uganda. They burned it
down in early 2016 after he put his faith in Christ.

Nsera’s family lives in the predominantly Christian village of
Katende near Busede, Jinja District, some 50 miles east of the
Ugandan capital of Kampala. Part of a hard-line Islamic minor-
ity, his family, including six siblings, strongly objected to his
Jan. 3 conversion.

It took a week for his father, Abdu, to hear that his son had
become a Christian. On Jan. 10 at about 7 p.m., the young man’s
father and uncle went to the small house they had built for him
about 200 yards from the family home to confirm the allegation
that he had left Islam.

“I could not deny Christ when my father asked me whether
I had joined Christianity,” Nsera said. “With a lot of joy I an-
swered him affirmatively, with a ‘yes.” My uncle, who had a
walking stick, hit me on my back and my father tried to get hold
of my shirt but I managed to escape.”

While recovering at the home of a Christian some 13 miles
away, he learned that they had burned down his house. (MS)

Pastor, wife in China sentenced to years in prison

JINHUA, China — China’s crack-down on state-approved
churches continued in February with a harsh sentence given to
a pastor of an official church in Zhejiang Province after he criti-
cized authorities” demolition of church crosses.

Pastor Bao Guohua, of Holy Love Christian Church, Jinhua,
received a sentence of 14 years in prison, and his wife, Xing
Wenxiang, 12 years, after they were convicted of “corruption,
financial crimes and gathering people to disturb social order,”
according to The New York Times, citing the Feb. 26 Zhejiang
Daily, the province’s official newspaper. Their son, Bao Chenx-
ing, was handed a three-year prison sentence.

The three were arrested August 2015 after they publicly criti-
cized the Chinese Communist Party’s policy of demolishing
crosses on churches in Zhejiang. Area Christians believe they
are being persecuted for their protests. The court also reportedly
ordered $92,000 be confiscated from Bao, and that he pay a fine
of $15,300. Confiscation of $92,000 from his wife, and a fine of
nearly $14,000 also were ordered. (MS)





