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David Platt, president of the International Mission Board, prays with the Harmening family, including (second from left) Scott, Karen, 
Sophie, Kristen and Katelyn, during a chapel service Oct. 25. ‘We praise God that even now Sarah’s life resounds for His glory,’ he said.
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By Margaret Colson
Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

T
he Christian witness 
that Sarah Harmening 
shared in her short 17 
years of life on this 
earth will continue to 

reverberate for eternity because of 
a generous memorial gift presented 
by her family to the International 
Mission Board (IMB). 

The Alabama teen’s parents, Kar-
en and Scott Harmening — along 
with their three other daughters, 
Katelyn, Kristen and Sophie — pre-
sented a check for $91,120 to the 
IMB on Oct. 25.

‘In honor of Sarah’
“This is what was donated and 

raised in honor of Sarah, her life 
and legacy. So we’re excited to 
bring the check for $91,120, all 
for Lottie Moon,” Scott said as he 
presented the check to David Platt, 
IMB president.

Sarah died in a bus accident this 
past June as she traveled as part of 
an International World Changers 
team from her home church, Mount 
Zion Baptist Church, Huntsville, 

on her way to her first international 
missions trip to Botswana. 

In Sarah’s final 
journal entry, 
which was written 
on the bus, she 
wrote about read-
ing 1 Peter 5 and 
2 Peter 1, reflect-
ing, “So mostly I 
was just reminded 
of why I’m here 
and that God has 
called me here and 
has done so for a 
reason. So I know 
He’s going to do incredible things.”

Those “incredible things” are al-
ready becoming reality.

“Sarah’s greatest passion in life 

was her relationship with Jesus 
Christ and making Him known,” 

said her mother, 
Karen. “There was 
a fire in her bones 
for the spreading 
of the gospel.” 

“This (the mon-
etary gift to IMB) 
has been the per-
fect way to honor 
Sarah’s legacy 
because it is con-
tinuing her mis-
sion — and ours 
— lifting high the 

name of Jesus Christ and making 
Him known in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the 

(See ‘Beautiful,’ page 3)

Teen’s Christian witness to reverberate through generous memorial gift

#ServeLikeSarah
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When messengers gather at Whitesburg 
Baptist Church in Huntsville on Nov. 
14–15 for the annual meeting of the 

Alabama Baptist State Convention (ABSC) the 
report outlining a new relationship with Samford 
University is likely to be a major issue. 

The Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions 
will recommend a seven-step proposal outlining 
a new relationship with Samford. The school will 
remain a “fostered entity” of the convention but 
will no longer receive Cooperative Program (CP) 
support through the ABSC budget. 

Such a development was unthinkable a year 
ago. At no time in recent years had the relation-
ship between the university and the state conven-
tion been stronger. 

All of that began to unwind on April 27 of this 
year and the proposed relationship cannot be un-
derstood without remembering what happened. 

On April 27 the Samford faculty voted to of-
ficially recognize a student group called Samford 
Together. Many Baptist leaders believed the or-
ganization was a homosexual advocacy group, 
something that should not exist on an Alabama 
Baptist college campus. 

Working through disagreement
Samford officials countered that the student 

group was a discussion group, adding that discus-
sion of major societal issues was appropriate for a 
college environment. 

The disagreement on the purpose of Samford 
Together put the two entities at loggerheads. On 
June 9, ABSC President John Thweatt sent a let-
ter to Samford President Andrew Westmoreland 
saying, “If the Samford trustees vote to deny 
permanent recognition” to Samford Together the 
Samford allocation would remain in the 2018 
budget. If the trustees did not vote against the 
group “we will not recommend any allocation for 
Samford University,” the letter continued. 

This was a major disagreement for both parties. 
For Samford it meant losing its annual appropria-
tion which this year is about $3.5 million. The 
money is used to fund scholarships for Alabama 
Baptist students. For the convention it meant 
severing relationship with its oldest and largest 
Baptist university. 

Thankfully, the situation was resolved in a way 
that satisfied most Alabama Baptists.

On July 7, Westmoreland announced that as 
president he had vetoed recognition of Samford 
Together. Discussions about homosexuality, gen-
der identity and other issues would take place on 
the campus, he said, but under the school’s direc-

tion. The discussions will be to produce better 
understanding among students, to equip students 
to live in today’s world and to help students know 
how to bear witness to a traditional understanding 
of biblical sexuality. 

The bottom line is the position of state Baptist 
leaders prevailed. Samford 
Together was not officially 
recognized and there will be 
no homosexuality advocacy 
group at Samford. 

That should have lowered 
tensions but it did not. 

During the discussion about 
Samford Together questions 
again arose about conven-
tion funding of the university. 
Historically Samford received 
about 10 percent of the total 
CP budget while Christian 
Higher Education, including Samford, received 
about 20 percent of the budget. 

Most observers knew those percentages could 
not continue. As Alabama Baptists focused more 
and more on missions causes in the state and 
around the world, the hard reality was the unusu-
ally high percentage of funds marked for Chris-
tian Higher Education with Samford getting the 
lion’s share of the appropriation. 

Westmoreland attempted to address that issue 
in 2014 when he asked that Samford’s CP appro-
priation — more than $4 million that year — be 
reduced annually until it dropped 50 percent. 

On July 7, when he announced his veto of the 
Samford Together student group, Westmoreland 
also announced that Samford was voluntarily 
withdrawing from CP funding. The school de-
sired to maintain its historic relationship with the 
ABSC, he explained, but without CP funding. 

The idea of a relationship without funding had 
surfaced earlier, SBOM members were told in 
their August meeting. Executive Director Rick 
Lance initially raised the issue, asking Westmore-
land if the convention and the school could have a 
relationship without CP funding. Samford’s deci-
sion to forego CP funding was an affirmative an-
swer to Lance’s question, Westmoreland said, and 

COMMENT
Relating to Samford University

could be a new model for Southern Baptists. 
But many Alabama Baptists are uneasy. The 

ties to Samford are deep in Alabama Baptist life. 
Some fear removing funding is a first step in the 
school moving away from its close relationship 
with Alabama Baptists, a pattern seen in other 
states. 

Under the proposed arrangement Samford will 
continue as a “fostered entity” of the conven-
tion. It will report to the convention, and the state 
executive director and convention president will 
continue to attend trustee meetings. State pro-
grams will continue to work with Samford and 
Samford will continue to host Baptist events. 

One item hard to understand, at least for this 
writer, is the convention will no longer consider 
Samford ministerial students eligible for ABSC 
Board of Aid scholarships. But for the most 
part, the relationship will go on like it has since 

Samford trustees became self-
perpetuating almost 25 years 
ago. As the recommendation 
states, “Alabama Baptists and 
Samford University (will) 
seek to be on mission with the 
Great Commission.”

The only significant change 
is that Samford will no longer 
receive CP funds through a 
direct allocation. 

Will this new arrangement 
work? Only time will tell. Al-
though Alabama Baptists have 

been the largest donor to Samford through the 
years, Samford is no longer tied to the convention 
by its CP allocation. This year’s CP allocation of 
$3.5 million amounts to about 2 percent of Sam-
ford’s budget. 

Samford’s primary ties to Alabama Baptists are 
a shared heritage, a shared mission, shared values 
and shared leaders. These have not changed. 

Reaching the goal
Also important is that Samford’s decision 

to withdraw from CP funding allows Alabama 
Baptists to reach the goal of dividing CP funds 
evenly between state causes and Southern Baptist 
Convention causes. When Samford asked for its 
appropriation to be lowered through annual re-
ductions, that put Alabama Baptists on the road to 
reaching that goal in 2020. This decision means 
the goal will be reached in 2018. 

The new proposal does change the relationship 
with Samford somewhat. And change produces 
anxieties. That cannot be avoided. But change 
does not have to be bad. If Alabama Baptists and 
the leaders of Samford University continue to 
emphasize our common heritage, our common 
mission, our common values and our trusted lead-
ership, the bonds between us can be as strong as 
ever. Personally, I believe they will. 

THOUGHTS
By Bob Terry

“Samford’s primary ties 

to Alabama Baptists are a 

shared heritage, a shared 

mission, shared values 

and shared leaders. 

These have not changed.”

See page 16
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(continued from page 1)
remotest part of the earth,” she said.

Sarah’s passion inspired the hashtag “#serve-
likesarah” and theme “Live Redeemed” for her 
family’s gift-giving efforts.

The family chose to make the financial 
gift to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
(LMCO) for International Missions, Karen 
said, because of the offering’s focus on interna-
tional missions and because “every penny” of 
the offering is earmarked for direct missionary 
support rather than administrative expenses.

Kevin Moore, pastor of Mount Zion Baptist, 
accompanied the family to IMB’s headquarters 
in Richmond, Virginia. He echoed the family’s 
sentiments, saying, “Sarah Harmening wanted 
more than anything to tell people about Jesus. 
She lived as a faithful citizen of heaven. She 
was sure of what she hoped for and certain of 
what she could not see.”

Inspiring others
“I pray that her life and example will inspire 

countless others to live their one life for Jesus 
Christ,” he said. “This donation to the Lottie 
Moon offering is a memorial to her beautiful 
example.”

Accepting the memorial gift, Platt reflected 
on Sarah’s final text message to some of her 
friends, “We are like a wisp of smoke. We are 
only here for a moment. And 
this is not about us. Life is not 
about us. It’s about God who is 
eternal. So I want to dedicate 
the one moment I’m here com-
pletely and entirely to Him.”

Platt said Sarah “lived for 
what lasts forever. The fruit of 
that, in this gift to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering, is 
going far beyond what anyone 
could have asked or imagined.

“We praise God that even 
now her life resounds for His 
glory so that others may hear the gospel in 
Botswana and beyond. We pray that this gift 
will be multiplied in souls saved and churches 

multiplied, and more people being where Sarah 
is right now — with God for eternity.”

The financial gift to IMB came through 
donors from the family’s 
church and community as well 
as many donors from across 
the nation. Also, the sale of 
T-shirts with the “Live Re-
deemed” theme and “#serve-
likesarah” hashtag imprinted 
on the front contributed to the 
family’s gift to LMCO. 

Funds surpassed the Har-
mening’s initial goal and the 
family remained prayerful. 

“We have been consistently 
praying over this monetary 

gift — that God will providentially guide its 
distribution, that it will be effectively used for 
life-changing ministry,” Karen said.

Almost $30,000 of the funds given will be 
designated to three Lottie Moon projects in 
Botswana. 

The family is committed to “partner with 
those ministries in prayer” and possibly do 
“hands-on ministry with them,” she said.

The remaining funds, as well as any subse-
quent gifts, will go to the general LMCO fund 
for missionary support.

In Richmond the Harmening family met 
with senior global leadership staff about mis-
sionaries and missions work in Botswana, 
which included a Skype call with a missionary 
serving in sub-Saharan Africa.

“If ye continue in My word, then 
... ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” 

John 8:31–32
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‘Beautiful

Harmening lived as ‘faithful citizen of heaven,’ family pastor says

IMB photo by Chris Carter

David Platt, IMB president, preaches on Psalm 90 during a chapel service Oct. 25. He referred 
to a text (shown on the screen) by teenager Sarah Harmening that relates to the passage. 

Alabama Baptists have the opportu-
nity to make memorial or legacy 

gifts to ministries in Alabama, North 
America and the world, said Barry Bled-
soe, president of The Baptist Foundation 
of Alabama (TBFA), adding that such 
gifts are invaluable and enduring ways 
for a Christian’s influence to continue 
long after an individual has passed away. 

The mission of TBFA is helping 
Alabama Baptists create such “Christ-
honoring gifts” and then administering 
the gifts on their behalf, he explained.

For more information, visit tbfa.org, 
call 334-394-2000 or email Rodney 
Bledsoe, TBFA chief development of-
ficer, at rbledsoe@tbfa.org. (TAB)

Making eternal impact 
through financial gifts

Interested in 
giving to the 
LMCO to support 
missionaries in 
memory of Sarah? 
Visit imb.org/
servelikesarah.

IMB photo by Chris Carter

Karen 
Harmening 

snaps a 
photograph of 
her daughters 

Sophie, Kristen 
and Katelyn 
alongside a 

life-sized replica 
of Lottie Moon 

during the 
family’s visit to 

the International 
Mission Board 

on Oct. 25.
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ALABAMA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION PROGRAM

		  PIANIST......................................................Frank Jones                                                                   
		  WORSHIP LEADERS.......... Keith Hibbs, Frank Jones
	
	 8:30	Pre-session Music.... Alabama Singing Men and Women
	 8:35	Prayer Focus............................................. John Thweatt
	 8:40	Call to Order............................................. John Thweatt 

		  GREETINGS
		  Madison Baptist Association................. Charlie Howell
		  Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville.... Jimmy Jackson
		  Congregational Music................................. Keith Hibbs
	 8:50	Enrollment of Messengers...........................Billie Davis
	 8:55	Committee on Order of Business............... Rob Jackson
	 9:00	Committee Appointments......................... John Thweatt
	 9:05	Memorial Service......................................... Paul Moore
	 9:15	Ministers Benefit Society.....................Mike McLemore
	 9:20	Introduction of Resolutions......................Cecil Sanders
	 9:25	Congregational Music..................................Frank Jones
	 9:30	Committee on Committees......................Steve Loggins
	 9:35	Committee on Time, Place & Preacher.....Mike Northcutt
	 9:40	RECOGNITIONS
		  Former Convention Presidents..................... Rick Lance
		  New Pastors/Church Staff Members.......Bobby DuBois
	 9:50	Audit & Insurance Committees..............Bobby DuBois
	 9:55	Special Music..........Alabama Singing Men and Women
10:05	DISCIPLE — Be One .............................. Derek Gentle
10:30	Cooperative Program Recognitions..... Jim Swedenburg

		  DISCIPLES ON MISSION
10:40	The Alabama Baptist, Bob Terry; Alabama Baptist 		
		  Historical Commission, Lonette Berg; The Baptist 	
		  Foundation of Alabama, Barry Bledsoe; Alabama 		
		  Citizens Action Program, Joe Godfrey; Christian Life 		
		  Commission, Michael Brooks

	 6:40 Pre-session Music........................................Frank Jones
	 6:45 	Prayer Focus............................................. John Thweatt
	 6:55	Recognitions................................................ Rick Lance

DISCIPLE — Be One, Make One  /  Nov. 14–15, 2017  /  Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville
TUESDAY MORNING 8:30–11:50 11:10	Presentation of Convention President.......... Rick Lance

11:15	Special Music.........................Mrs. John (Kim) Thweatt
11:20	President’s Address................................... John Thweatt	
11:50	Benediction..............................................Zach Richards

TUESDAY AFTERNOON 1:30–3:55

WEDNESDAY MORNING 8:30–11:20

TO REQUEST 
MESSENGER CARDS

4Call Sandy Harmann: 1-800-264-1225, ext. 266
4Email: sharmann@alsbom.org
4Website: http://cards.alsbom.org

TUESDAY EVENING 6:45–8:30

		  PIANIST......................................................Frank Jones
		  WORSHIP LEADER................................Clint Kimmel
		  WORSHIP
	 8:30	Congregational Music...............................Clint Kimmel
	 8:35	Prayer Focus...................................... Buddy Champion
	 8:40	DISCIPLE — Make One.......................Malachi Gandy
	 9:05	Election of Officers
	 9:15	Previously Scheduled Business 
	 9:45	Resolutions Committee Report.................Cecil Sanders

		  DISCIPLES ON MISSION
10:00	Samford University, Andrew Westmoreland; University 	
		  of Mobile, Tim Smith; Judson College, David Potts; 		
		  Education Commission, Barry Cosper; Board of Aid to 	
		  Students in Church-Related Vocations, Randy Johnson
10:30	Congregational Music...............................Clint Kimmel
10:40	Introduction of Convention Preacher
		  and Alternate Preacher.............................. John Thweatt
		  Special Music........................................... Carter Reeves 
		  Scripture..................................................Terrence Jones
10:50	Convention Sermon..............................Stuart Davidson
11:20	Introduction of Convention Officers............ Rick Lance
		  Benediction — Adjournment.......................Bobby Burt

		  PIANIST......................................................Frank Jones                                                             
		  WORSHIP LEADER.................................... Rick Stone                                                               
		  WORSHIP
	 1:30	Congregational Music................................... Rick Stone                                                                                                                              
	 1:40	Prayer Focus.....................................................Tim Cox
	
		  DISCIPLES ON MISSION
		  Report of State Board of Missions
	 1:45	Report of Executive Director....................... Rick Lance	
	 2:00	Report of the Samford Relationship Study Group
	 2:20	State Board of Missions Recommendations and 
		  Convention Recognitions

		  DISCIPLES ON MISSION
	 2:55	Alabama Baptist Children’s Homes & Family 
		  Ministries, Rod Marshall; Shocco Springs Baptist 		
		  Conference Center, Buster Taylor; Alabama Baptist 
		  Retirement 	Centers, Ray Burdeshaw; Alabama Woman’s 	
		  Missionary Union, Candace McIntosh
	 3:25	Miscellaneous Business
	 3:45	Resolutions Committee.............................Cecil Sanders
	 3:55	 Committee on Boards and Commissions.... Greg Pouncey
		  Benediction...............................................Dee McGuire

	 7:00	Music Worship................................... Kevin Derryberry
	 7:30	Message.................................................... Rick Burgess 

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

Jack Green said he and his wife, 
Mary Edna, just finished a year-
and-a-half long “honeymoon” of 
sorts.

“She got really sick about a year and a 
half ago, and I stopped doing everything 
so I could take care of her,” said Green, a 

WMU director in two associations. She 
taught Bible study and sang in the choir. 
We had 68 years of ministry together.”

Financial aid
And in the weeks since her death, one 

blessing in the midst of the grief was a gift 
from the Alabama Baptist Benefit Society, 
a group that provides financial aid to its 
members’ families after their death.

“The basic idea behind the benefit soci-
ety is a plan for how pastors can support 
fellow pastors or anyone in Christian vo-
cation,” said Mike McLemore, who serves 
as the society’s secretary/treasurer.

That includes any church employee — 
pastors, secretaries, janitors, anyone — or 
any employee of a Southern Baptist minis-
try, whether its in Alabama or not, he said. 
Applicants must be 60 or younger and in 
good health. Eligible members pay a $5 
registration fee, $10 in yearly dues, then 
$1 each time a member dies. 

Those funds are collected and sent to 
the family of the deceased member to help 
with funeral costs or other needs. So, for 

longtime Alabama Baptist pastor. 
It was just the two of them, and they 

didn’t have to worry about anything other 
than each other, said Green, 91. 

Then on Aug. 25, she passed away.
“She was a pastor’s wife and she lived 

that role to the fullest,” Green said. “She 
was a great mother, a wonderful wife, a 

instance, if the society has 1,300 members 
at the time of a death, the member’s family 
would receive $1,300.

“It’s a death benefit, not an insurance 
policy,” said McLemore, executive direc-
tor of Birmingham Baptist Association. 
“Many pastors of small churches don’t 
have the resources that a pastor in a large 
church has. This can help people in their 
greatest moment of need, when they’ve 
lost someone.” 

It’s not an investment; it’s a ministry, 
he said. “It’s a way of serving those who 
serve others.”

Green said he and his wife signed up for 
the Alabama Baptist Benefit Society years 
ago and have been giving ever since.

‘Needs are still there’
“Times have changed a great deal, but 

the needs are still there,” he said. 
The money Green received from the 

benefit society almost exactly matched 
what he needed to pay the remainder of 
his wife’s funeral expenses, he said. “It 
helped a great deal.”

Benefit society eases end-of-life financial burden for ministers, spouses

Blessing
in the midst of grief

“Many pastors of small churches don’t 

have the resources that a pastor in a large 

church has. This can help people in their 

greatest moment of need.” 

Mike McLemore
executive director, Birmingham Baptist Association
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By Doug Rogers
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

W
hen you bring up the 
topic of discipleship to 
Rick Burgess, it doesn’t 
take long to discover the 
level of passion he has 

for it. But even that might be eclipsed by 
his desire to see the Church take seriously 
its role to equip believers to make disciples. 

Burgess, co-host of the popular syndi-
cated “The Rick and Bubba Show” radio 
program and a member of Shades Moun-
tain Baptist Church, Vestavia Hills, will be 
the featured speaker 
for the Nov. 14 eve-
ning session of the 
Alabama Baptist 
State Convention. In 
his message, he’ll 
be reflecting on the 
convention theme, 
“Disciple — Be 
One, Make One,” 
based on Matthew 
16:24.

“I’m glad the con-
vention is focused on 
this because I think 
a lot of times we 
as the Church deal 
with the symptoms 
in people’s lives, in-
stead of dealing with 
the disease,” Bur-
gess said. The real 
problem, he says, 
is that many church 
members have really 
never been discipled, 
leaving them in the 
state of perpetual 
spiritual infancy Paul teaches about in 1 
Corinthians 3.

“That was one of the biggest struggles in 
my life early on. I believed in Jesus from 
the time I was a child, but I didn’t become 
a disciple until I was 31.”

Huge platform
Burgess and his co-host, Bill “Bubba” 

Bussey, regularly talk about their faith, 
spiritual matters and Scripture on the show, 
which has been on the air more than 20 
years. Broadcast on more than 65 stations 
in 16 states with a listenership of 3 million, 
it’s given them a huge platform. But just as 
important to Burgess as reaching the masses 
is following Christ’s call to disciple individ-
uals one at a time, as others did with him.

He credits two pastors and his wife, Sher-
ri, for starting him on the road to true disci-
pleship. Rick Cagle, who led the Burgesses 
through premarital counseling, helped him 
realize that his life was bearing no fruit and 

has done for me not only in growing as a 
disciple, but it’s also given me tools to make 
new disciples — in my home, at church 
with the youth and now with the men of our 
church,” Rick Burgess 
said.

Joining Rick Burgess 
in the session will be 
Kevin Derryberry, wor-
ship leader at Westwood 
Baptist Church, Alabas-
ter. Both are reprising 
roles they played in 2008 
for that year’s annual 
meeting in Montgomery, 
still the largest attended 
Tuesday evening session 
in recent memory.

Preceding the evening service, Sherri 
Burgess will speak at a dinner to be held in 
conjunction with the state convention meet-
ing (see story, this page).

that “the first step to true discipleship was 
coming to grips with the fact that you aren’t 
one.”

He remembers the night he went home 
and read James 4:7–8, having not opened 
his Bible for 13 years, “and it just clicked. 
I had never submitted to the authority of 
Christ. I had simply believed in His exis-
tence.”

Lighting a fire
Then three things happened. God gave 

Burgess a “fire to consume the Word of 
God,” and Sherri Burgess began to disciple 

her husband. Then 
Jerry Starling — 
then pastor of Lakev-
iew Baptist Church, 
Oxford, their first 
church as a married 
couple — took them 
both under his wing. 
“He began to invest 
in us to get us out of 
spiritual infancy and 
into spiritual matu-
rity,” Burgess said.

From there Rick 
Burgess developed 
friendships with 
other men who in-
vested in him and he 
became involved in 
Bible studies. Rick 
Burgess recalled, 
“Once I learned the 
Scriptures, I couldn’t 
ignore what it said. 
‘You’ve been made a 
disciple, now you go 
make some.’ ”

For him, the 
“make one” part of discipleship started 
when he began teaching 12th grade Sun-
day School at Shades Mountain Baptist, 
reluctantly at first. But he knew, “If you’re 
going to teach, you’ve got to be prepared,” 
he said. “That’s when you really start 
learning.”

Then He felt God calling him into men’s 
ministry in his local church, something he 
wrestled with at first. It was Sherri Burgess 
who reminded him something he had told 
her, “If God tells you to do something, 
you’d better do it.” He realized he had been 
leading conference after conference out-
side his church but hadn’t done anything to 
invest in the men in his own church. As a 
result, he and some other men began to de-
velop and lead services aimed at discipling 
men at his church. Then about two years 
ago, he started leading a men’s Bible study 
at “The Rick and Bubba Show” studios 
each Wednesday at noon. 

“I can’t tell you what that entire process 

“If you don’t take the opportunity to go 
hear her teach when you have the chance, 
you’ve really missed out,” Rick Burgess 
said. “She loves her Lord, she loves His 

Word and she’s an in-
credible teacher.”

Both Rick and Sherri 
Burgess will be available 
after the evening service 
to meet those who stop 
by and sign books. Their 
books will be available 
for purchase, with pro-
ceeds going to support 
ministries funded by the 
Bronner Burgess Memo-
rial Fund.

Rick Burgess said it 
is his hope that the two events will “inspire 
the Church to stand up and to be who God 
has called us to be, to be the salt and light in 
a very, very dark society.”

Rick Burgess to headline Tuesday evening session of upcoming state convention

Inspiring
the church to stand up

Photo by Doug Rogers

Rick Burgess (second from right) speaks to students and youth leaders at the 
SPEAK conference at Vaughn Forest Church, Montgomery, on July 22.

Photo by Doug Rogers

Rick Burgess, co-host of ‘The Rick 
and Bubba Show’ radio program, 

shares a message with students at the 
annual SPEAK conference July 22.

For more information 
about the Alabama 
Baptist State 
Convention annual 
meeting, visit alsbom.
org/convention or call 
Charleen Hobbs at 
334-613-2231.

			 

Author and speaker Sherri Burgess 
will share her story at a Nov. 14 

dinner preceding the Tuesday evening 
service of the Alabama Baptist State 
Convention annual meeting, where her 
husband, Rick Burgess, co-host of “The 
Rick and Bubba Show” radio program, 
will be the featured speaker.

Sherri Burgess’ event will be held 
at Whitesburg Baptist Church’s South 
Campus in Huntsville. Meal service 

will begin around 4:30 and she will 
speak around 5:30. Tickets are required 
and can be reserved at alsbom.org/
burgess.

Burgess, a member of Shades Moun-
tain Baptist Church, Vestavia Hills, will 
be speaking about what God taught her 
in the years following the death of their 
youngest son, Bronner, leading her to 
write the book, “Bronner: A Journey to 
Understand.” (Doug Rogers)

Sherri Burgess to share her story
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Jerry Batson is 
a retired Alabama 

Baptist pastor who 
also has served as 
associate dean of 

Beeson Divinity 
School at Samford 

University and 
professor of several 
schools of religion 
during his career. 

Theology 101
Demonology

Spiritual Warfare
By Jerry Batson, Th.D. 
Special to The Alabama Baptist

A
s we noted in an earlier install-
ment of Theology 101, Jesus 
encountered numerous persons 
whom evil spirits had overtaken 

and thus controlled. In the most severe 
cases the unclean spirits had come 
to possess those individuals, hence 
the common expression “demon pos-
sessed.” At this point we do well to ob-
serve that Satan or evil spirits cannot in 
this sense possess a genuine Christian 
in whom Christ dwells by His Spirit, 
since “He who is in you is greater than 
he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). On 
one occasion, Jesus made the observa-
tion, “No one can enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his goods unless he 
� rst binds the strong man” (Mark 3:27). 
We may think of Christ indwelling be-
lievers as ‘the strong man’ whom Satan 
and his emissaries cannot bind in order 
to take over or possess the house. But 
what about a Christian’s encounters 
with the devil or demonic powers that 
fall short of total possession? The Bible 
refers to this as spiritual warfare. 

The expression “spiritual warfare” 
refers to the view that all Christians 
share in common an ongoing struggle 
between competing forces of good and 
evil. Galatians 5:17 gives one expres-
sion to this con� ict by declaring, “The 
� esh lusts against the Spirit and the 
Spirit against the � esh, and these are 
contrary to one another so that you do 
not do the things that you wish.” The 
Bible everywhere assumes that such a 
struggle is the common experience of 
all believers. However, the � esh or our 
sinful nature is not the only enemy in 
this warfare. We also contend with the 
devil and his minions. 

The underlying observation is that 
Christians are caught up in the cosmic 
warfare between the forces of God the 
forces of evil. At the heart of the forces 
of evil are Satan and his angels. Satan’s 
emissaries, the demon spirits, employ a 
variety of means in seeking to oppose 
God’s forces for good. On the personal 
level, evil spirits employ human agents. 
The Bible warns us that Satan is crafty, 

even coming against us by means of 
human agents, even agents that are not 
aware that they are being used or who 
are not themselves evil persons. 

Such was an experience of one of 
Jesus’ disciples. Peter’s thoughts found 
expression on an occasion when Jesus 
was speaking of His approaching death. 
Upon hearing Jesus’ words, Peter ve-
hemently objected, taking Jesus aside 
and daring to rebuke Him (Mark 8:32). 
Jesus rebuked Peter with the words, 
“Get behind Me, Satan. For you are not 
mindful of the things of God but the 
things of men” (Mark 8:33). We are not 
to understand that Satan had taken pos-
session of Peter, but was in� uencing Pe-
ter’s thoughts so that the expression of 
those thoughts played into Satan’s strat-
egy opposing Jesus’ saving mission. 

Satan’s emissaries
In the warfare between good and 

evil, Satan’s emissaries may seek to 
work through other channels. They may 
work by means of physical or natural 
occurrences such as illnesses or natural 
calamities, seeking to persuade believ-
ers to become critical and complaining, 
even beginning to distrust God. When 
such as this happens the light of our 
witness in the world is dimmed. Evil 
spirits may work by making use of po-
litical and social institutions, using pro-
cesses of the world as channels through 
which to oppose God and harm people. 
The constant challenge for God’s 
people is to stay aware of demonic 
strategies and stand against them as one 
would oppose human enemies in war-
fare. More about confronting demonic 
opposition next week. 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY FOR PEOPLE IN THE PEW

TAB
AR

COFFEE
Bethany Church, New Brockton, 

will hold a fall festival Nov. 8, 5:30–8:30 
p.m. There will be fun, games, activities, 
food and fellowship. The church also will 
hold a canned food drive for the Chris-
tian Mission Food Pantry on Nov. 12. For 
more information call the church of� ce at 
334-894-2344. James Newell is interim 
pastor.New Ebenezer Church, Elba, 
will celebrate homecoming Nov. 5. The 
time has been changed to 10:30 a.m. There 
will be no Sunday School. Larry Doster will 
speak. Lunch will follow the service. Ran-
dall Pearson is interim pastor.

COLBERT-LAUDERDALE
Little Bear Creek Church, Tus-

cumbia, is now a member of the Colbert-
Lauderdale Association. Tyler Fenton is 
the new pastor. 

GENEVA
New Hinson Church, Slocomb, 

will hold Harvest Day on Nov. 12, 9 a.m. 
Mike Shirah will speak and The Conrad 
Family will perform special music. Lunch 
will follow the service. Bryan Klobe is 
pastor.Maple Avenue Church, Geneva, 
will hold the 39ers CLUB on Nov. 14, 11 
a.m. Horace Franklin will speak. If you are 
a regular attendee, contact your table host-

ess to make or cancel your reservation by 
Nov. 7. If you would like to attend for the 
� rst time call Carol Brannon or the church 
of� ce at 334-684-9617 by Nov. 7. Steve 
Wegmann is pastor.

COVINGTON
Keith Ray is the new pastor of Har-

mony Church, Andalusia. He began Nov. 
1. He previously served as pastor of Arbor 
Church, Pell City. He also served as an 
adjunct professor at Southeastern Bible Col-

lege in Birmingham. 
He holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Southeast-
ern Bible College, a 
master’s degree from 
Beeson Divinity School 
in Birmingham and is 
currently pursuing his 
doctorate from Beeson 
Divinity School. He 
and his wife, Rebecca, 
have two children.  

PICKENS
The Pickens Association Woman’s 

Missionary Union (WMU) Women’s Day 
of Prayer will be held Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m. 
at the associational of� ce in Carrollton. A 
missions offering will be received. Debra 
Abston is associational WMU director.

RAY

erations in these counties while the lawsuits 
are pending. The Morgan County case is the 
� rst that has been set for a hearing on the 
state’s requested injunctive relief. The order 
preempted a hearing previously set for Oct. 
26.

‘First step forward’
“This is the � rst step forward in our con-

tinued efforts to curtail illegal gambling ac-
tivity in Alabama,” said Marshall. “The next 
step in this case is to push forward at trial 
before the Circuit Court of Morgan County 
and present the � ndings of our investiga-
tion in that public forum. We are con� dent 
that our prosecution of this case will shed 
the light on the illegal activities at River 
City Entertainment and prove the claims we 
made in our complaint.”

The Alabama Supreme Court has repeat-
edly ruled that the game of bingo cannot be 
played on electronic devices and that ma-
chines claiming to be electronic bingo are 
in fact slot machines and therefore illegal in 
Alabama, according to Eric Johnston, a Bir-
mingham lawyer who represents Alabama 
Citizens Action Program and other anti-
gambling efforts. 

Marshall said his of� ce will continue to 
work with Anderson and Morgan County 
law enforcement of� cials to “make sure that 
the laws of our state are followed.” (TAB)

Morgan County court order shuts 
down electronic bingo operation
An Oct. 26 order by the Circuit Court of 

Morgan County has shut down an elec-
tronic gambling operation in Lacey Springs.

The ruling means River City Entertain-
ment must close its doors while a civil 
lawsuit � led in early October makes its way 
through the courts. 

The lawsuit was � led jointly in Morgan 
County by Alabama Attorney General Steve 
Marshall and Morgan County District Attor-
ney Scott Anderson to stop the operation of 
electronic gambling machines at the facility. 

On Oct. 4, Marshall announced the � ling 
of civil lawsuits in Morgan, Greene, Hous-
ton, Lowndes and Macon counties against 
the operating casinos, machine manufac-
turers and vendors, and the governmental 
authorities responsible for licensing and 
overseeing electronic bingo operations in 
those counties. 

On grounds of ‘legal nuisance’
The lawsuits call upon local circuit courts 

to prohibit the defendants from promoting, 
operating and transporting so-called “elec-
tronic bingo” machines and slot machines 
in those counties, because “the illegal gam-
bling they offer presents legal nuisances in 
the state.” 

The state also � led motions requesting 
that the circuit courts grant preliminary 
injunctions to cease unlawful gambling op-
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Focus
on

In less than 
two weeks, 
on November 

14-15, a family 
reunion approaches 
as Alabama 
Baptists gather at 
Whitesburg Baptist 
Church in Huntsville 
for the annual 
meeting of our 
State Convention.
This will be a time of inspiration, 
worship celebration, proclamation 
of God’s Word, making strategic 
decisions and hearing ministry 
reports about how 
God is working 
through Alabama 
Baptists.

Much more about 
this special time may be found 
elsewhere in this issue of “FOCUS 
on One Mission” and by going 
online to alsbom.org/convention.

The Disaster Relief 100% 
Promise

During the past several weeks, 
many have demonstrated once 
again their heart for ministry 
and generosity through giving to 
Alabama Baptist Disaster Relief. 
All funds have been and are being 
sent to help those impacted by the 
recent hurricanes.

Please know that 100 percent of 
all funds designated to Hurricane 
Relief are used entirely to help 
people whose lives have often been 
decimated by the storms. None of 
these funds are used for any kind of 
salaries, overhead or administrative 
costs.

While some nonprofits and charities 
of necessity and by practice use a 
percentage of donations for these 
type of expenses, Southern Baptists 
are different. Indeed, gifts through 
the Cooperative Program have 

already provided 
the ministry 
infrastructure 
that allows your 
State Board of 
Missions to take 

point in deploying Alabama Baptist 
volunteers, disaster relief funds and 
other DR resources to places hit so 
hard by the hurricanes.

If you or your Alabama Baptist 
church would like to donate, please 
send a check payable to: State 
Board of Missions, P.O. Box 11870, 
Montgomery, AL 36111-0870, for: 
“Hurricane Relief,” or go online to 
SBDR.org/HurricaneRelief.

Myers-Mallory State Missions 
Offering

Last year, Alabama Baptists were 
so generous during the inaugural 
year of our 
state missions 
offering. 
More than 
$900,000 
was given, 
and our 
goal this year is $1 million with a 
“Hallelujah Goal” of $1.2 million.

Even as many churches and 
individuals have responded 
generously already, I am hoping for 
a generous and good response as 
we near the end of this calendar 
year.

THE MYERS-MALLORY STATE 
MISSIONS OFFERING SUPPORTS FIVE 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:

• Along with Cooperative 
Program, Alabama Woman’s 
Missionary Union relies on 

a significant percentage of its 
annual support from the Myers-
Mallory offering. Alabama WMU 
is definitely on mission with the 
Great Commission alongside 
Alabama Baptist churches and 
the State Board of Missions.
• Disaster Relief provides 
ongoing support for the training 
of volunteers, maintenance and 
acquisition of much-needed 
disaster relief equipment, and 

laying vital 
groundwork 
for a prompt 
and strong 
response 
when 
needed. 
As noted 

above, 
none of the 

funds for this or the strategic 
priorities listed below are used 
for overhead, salaries or other 
administrative costs but used 
entirely to prepare Alabama 
Baptists for quick response 
and deployment when natural 
disasters strike.
• Alabama Partnership 
Missions seeks to connect 
Alabama Baptist churches and 
individuals with Alabama-
connected missionaries across 
the U.S. and around the world.
		  continued on page 8 

By Rick Lance
State Missionary

The Family Reunion Approaches
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	 I believe in the Cooperative 
Program because it works!
	 Since 1925, Southern Baptists 
have invested in financial cooperation 
rather than competition for Great 
Commission ministries.
	 Countless lives have been touched 
and millions have come to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ because of faithful 
Southern Baptists giving through their 
local churches through 
the Cooperative 
Program. The past 
92 years testify to 
the eternal impact of 
God’s people working 
together with earthly 
treasures for His eternal work.
	 Of course, the Cooperative 
Program is more than money. It 
represents dollars ignited by a God-
size vision and passion to reach the 
lost for Christ. From the local church 
to associations, state conventions, 
SBC entities and the SBC, God’s 
people have pooled resources to equip 
believers and to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ both near and far. The 
Cooperative Program is fuel for a God-
given mission.
	 The Cooperative Program is about 
a people on mission. It is a portrait of 

many members of one body working 
together to accomplish God’s 
purpose for His church.
	 Together we can send more 
missionaries, offer a Christian 
education to more college students, 
train more seminary students, plant 
more churches, offer relief to more 
people in crisis, and defend Biblical 
principles and values more effectively 

before all levels of 
government than any one 
church could do on its 
own.
	 The Cooperative 
Program represents a 
passionate people on 

mission 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.
	 I believe in the Cooperative 
Program because it is a tributary for 
changed lives.
	 I am one of those lives. I received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior 
in a Southern Baptist church. I was 
nurtured in my faith; I surrendered to 
the Gospel ministry; I was equipped 
in both college and seminary through 
institutions of higher education that 
received Cooperative Program dollars.
	 The many Great Commission 
ministries of the State Board of 

Missions 
continue to equip and 
strengthen me and our church to be 
intentional with life on mission with 
Jesus. And now I am blessed to lead 
one of our precious Alabama Baptist 
churches to be good stewards through 
the Cooperative Program!
	 Why do I believe in the 
Cooperative Program? Because I am a 
life that was changed!
	 To those who have gone before 
us, thank you. To those who carry the 
torch for the Cooperative Program 
today, persevere. And to those who 
come behind us, get on board with 
the most effective and efficient 
denominational mission program in 
the world. 
	 – Tim Cox, senior pastor, Liberty 
Baptist Church, Chelsea (Shelby 
Association); trustee, Alabama Baptist 
State Board of Missions; and first 
vice president, Alabama Baptist State 
Convention

 Why I Believe in the 
Cooperative Program

alsbom.org/cp

TIM COX

Make your reservations for what we believe will 
be the largest gathering of Alabama church 
planting types ever to assemble.

The Alabama Church Planters’ Network Dinner 
will be held on Sunday, November 12, 2017, 
4:30-8:30 p.m., at Essential Church, 1806 
University Drive, Huntsville. This is the Sunday 
before the Alabama Baptist Pastors Conference 
on November 13 and the Alabama Baptist 
Convention meeting on November 14-15.

The cost will be $15 per person or  
$25 for a couple.

We advertise this event as a family reunion 
of church planter types. It is really for 
any Kingdom-
minded person. 
Church planters 
and their wives 
or anyone 
interested are 
invited to this event.

The speaker for this event will be Tommy Duke, 
connection pastor at Calvary Baptist Church, 
Savannah, Georgia. He has served as pastor of 
churches in Georgia, Pennsylvania and Florida 
and planted new churches in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and Boca Raton, Florida.

Tommy has had five-plus 
years of experience in 
training, resourcing and 
coaching church leaders as 
vice-president of Training 
for Church Leader Insights 
and Nelson Searcy.

Alongside Searcy, Tommy 
co-taught The Launch 
Conference to 500-plus 
church planters. Since 
2014, Tommy has trained 
more than 195 men 
in coaching networks 
across Alabama. Tommy 

and his wife, 
Amber, live 
in Savannah 
and have two 
children.

“Tommy is a great guy 
with a heart for Christ 

and for pastors, especially church 
planters. As an experienced 
church planter and pastor, Tommy 
identifies with and empathizes with 

those of us in the 
trenches. He has 
a talent for laying 
out significant 
knowledge in 
ways that promote 
memory retention 
in the listener. 
His insights into 
the challenges 
of planting and 
how to navigate 
through those 
challenges are 
well worth the 

investment of time!” – Faron 
Golden, church planter 

Online information may be found  
at plantalabama.org.

For more information, please contact State 
Missionary Lamar Duke at 1-800-264-1225,  
ext. 332, or (334) 613-2332, lduke@alsbom.org.

By Lamar Duke
State Missionary

ALABAMA
CHURCH
PLANTERS’
NETWORK
DINNER
NOVEMBER 12, 2017

continued from page 7

• Church Planting efforts of Alabama 
Baptists work closely with local Baptist 
associations across our state to plant new 
churches that are reaching people with 
the Gospel, led by God-called leaders, 
and networked with mentors and prayer 
partners who can provide support and 
insights as a church grows to maturity.
• Church Revitalization is a key need 
across the Southern Baptist Convention, 
including in Alabama. Many of our state 
convention’s churches, though declining 
or plateaued, are being helped toward 
revitalization with a network of coaches 
who work alongside pastors through 
encouragement, prayer and counsel.

For more information about the Myers-Mallory 
State Missions Offering, please go online 
to myers-mallory.org. For more information 
about the Cooperative Program, please 
contact State Missionary Jim Swedenburg at 
1-800-264-1225, ext. 283, or (334) 613-
2283, jswedenburg@alsbom.org.

I hope to see you in Huntsville in just a few 
more days!

                                                      Matthew 16:24
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2018

19-20

Student Missions Weekend is a gathering 
for students in grades 7-12 and their 
leaders. 

Student Missions Weekend exposes 
students to missions through Bible study, 
worship and participating in local mission 
projects. They’ll hear from a young 
missionary answering God’s call at home 
and to the ends of the earth. SMW is a 
time of encouragement and challenge for 
students to dream big and ask the Lord 
how He would use their lives to make 
disciples.

Early Bird registration deadline:
December 14 | Cost: $40

Registration deadline:
January 11 | Cost: $50
Cost includes meals and lodging.

For more information, go on line 
to alabamawmu.org/smw or call 
800.264.1225 ext. 226, or (334) 613.2226, 
lglass@alsbom.org 

#smw2018
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FEATURED 
TUESDAY EVENING:

Annual Meeting of the 
Alabama Baptist State Convention

November 14-15, 2017
Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville

For complete information about the convention, including an 
interactive hotel guide, please visit alsbom.org/convention.

John Thweatt
convention 
president and 
pastor, First 
Baptist Church, 
Pell City
(Tuesday Morning)

Rick Burgess
radio personality 

and author
(Tuesday Evening)

Kevin 
Derryberry
worship 
leader
(Tuesday 
Evening)

Stuart Davidson, 
pastor, Eastern  
Shore Baptist 
Church, Daphne
(Wednesday Morning)
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Are you, 
or is someone 
you know, 
enrolled in  
an Alabama 
college or 
university this 
fall? Consider 
contacting 
one of 
these state 
missionaries, 
who serve 
as campus 
ministers 
through 

BCMs 
across our 
state. For a 
complete list 
of all campus 
ministers  
go to 
bcmlink.org.

Baptist Campus Ministries

BCM: YOUR CAMPUS CONNEC T ION

OFFICE OF COLLEGIATE &
STUDENT MINISTRIES,

1.800.264.1225,
ext. 276

b c m l i n k . o r g

Jake Duke
West Central Alabama Area 
jduke@alsbom.org

Sean Thornton
University of Montevallo
Jefferson State Community College
Shelby Campus
sthornton@alsbom.org

Sean Thornton
University of Montevallo
Jefferson State Community College
Shelby Campus
sthornton@alsbom.org

Craig Hawkins
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Birmingham Southern College
chawkins@alsbom.org

Craig Hawkins
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Birmingham Southern College
chawkins@alsbom.org

Edwin Hocutt
University of Alabama in Huntsville
Calhoun Community College 
Huntsville
ehocutt@alsbom.org

Edwin Hocutt
University of Alabama in Huntsville
Calhoun State Community College 
Huntsville
ehocutt@alsbom.org

Jarrod Brown
University of South Alabama
Bishop State Community College
jbrown@alsbom.org

Beth Gardner
University of South Alabama 
Spring Hill College
bgardner@alsbom.org

Jarrod Brown
University of South Alabama
Bishop State Community College
jbrown@alsbom.org

Jerrod Brown
University of South Alabama
Bishop State Community College
jbrown@alsbom.org

Jake Duke
West Central Alabama Area 
jduke@alsbom.org

Brad Bensinger
Troy University
bbensinger@alsbom.org

Brad Bensinger
Troy University
bbensinger@alsbom.org

Nate Young
University of Alabama
nyoung@alsbom.org

Nate Young
University of Alabama
nyoung@alsbom.org

Kim Andrews
University of Alabama 
Shelton State Community College
kandrews@alsbom.org

Kim Andrews
University of Alabama 
Shelton State Community College
kandrews@alsbom.org

Steve Thompson
Auburn University
sthompson@alsbom.org

Steve Thompson
Auburn University
sthompson@alsbom.org

Shannon Hughes
Auburn University
Southern Union State Community 
College
shughes@alsbom.org

Lee Dymond
Auburn Montgomery
ldymond@alsbom.org

Lee Dymond
Auburn Montgomery
ldymond@alsbom.org

Bill Morrison
University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of Alabama School of 
Medicine
bmorrison@alsbom.org

Bill Morrison
University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of Alabama School of 
Medicine
bmorrison@alsbom.org

David Sumner
University of North Alabama
dsumner@alsbom.org

David Sumner
University of North Alabama
dsumner@alsbom.org

Gary Brittain
Jacksonville State University
gbrittain@alsbom.org

Gary Brittain
Jacksonville State University
gbrittain@alsbom.org

Willie Alexander
Alabama A&M University
Calhoun State Community College
Decatur
walexander@alsbom.org

Sean Thornton
Auburn University
Southern Union State Community 
College
sthornton@alsbom.org

Jacob Freeman
University of Montevallo
Jefferson State Community College
Shelby Campus
jfreeman@alsbom.org

Ryan Brooks
University of Alabama
rbrooks@alsbom.org

Beth Gardner
University of South Alabama
bgardner@alsbom.org
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Complete
a gathering for teen girls

Col 2:10 (NLT)

“So you also are
complete through
your union with

Christ, who is the
head over every ruler

and authority.”
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March 2-3, 2018
Montgomery, Alabama

Eastern Hills Baptist Church

For more information: Kathryn Helms
khelms@alsbom.org | 800.264.1225 ext. 325

Come and bring your girls
for a weekend of: 

#complete18

$35 per person
includes registration,

lunch, & t-shirt

Chelsea
Kellum

Bible Study
Leader

Worship Leader

Madeline
Caver

Solid Bible teaching

Relevant breakouts for
today’s culture

Authentic worship
Missionary Testimonies

and More!

Registration deadline:
February 16, 2018

Registration deadline:
February 16, 2018

March 2-3, 2018
Eastern Hills Baptist Church
Montgomery, Alabama

Registration fee includes a t-shirt and lunch on Saturday. 

Friday, March 2nd 
5:00 p.m. Registration begins
7:00 p.m. Worship

Saturday, March 3rd 
8:30 a.m. Morning Celebration
3:30 p.m. Dismissal

For more information, visit AlabamaWMU.org/students, call 
800.264.1225 ext. 325 or e-mail Kathryn Helms at khelms@alsbom.org.

No registration refunds given after registration deadline.

This event is made possible by gifts given to the Myers-Mallory State Missions
O�ering and through the Cooperative Program.

Register by credit card online at AlabamaWMU.org/Complete 
or mail this completed form along with one check for your group, made 
payable to Alabama WMU, to: COMPLETE, Alabama WMU, PO Box 11870, 
Montgomery, AL 36111-0870

Church ________________________________________________________________

Association ____________________________________________________________

Contact Person _________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________________________

T-shirts (# each):   Sm_______  Med_______  Lg_______  XL_______  XXL_______

Total Number Attending: __________ X $35 each = $_______________ enclosed

Complete
a gathering for teen girlsComplete

a gathering for teen girls

ONEMISSION : TheGreatCommiss ionONEPROGRAM : TheCoopera t i veProgramMANYMINISTRIES :GreatCommiss ionMin i s t r i e s

Renew
A DAY AWAY WITH FRIENDS

FOR MORE INFO:
Visit AlabamaWMU.org
Email smckenzie@alsbom.org
Call 800.264.1225 ext. 223

Bible Study with

Kelly King
Women’s Ministry 
Specialist, LifeWay 
Christian Resources

Worship with 
recording artist

Shelly E. 
Johnson

and Her Band

February 24, 
2018

Montgomery

Heritage Baptist 
Church

$35 per person 
includes lunch

Register by February 15

Renew will feature:
             Outstanding Bible 		
	       teaching

	    Moving worship

	    Missions focus

	    An environment for 		
	       spiritual renewal

	    Time with friends

	    AND BACK AGAIN 		
	     THIS YEAR -
              The WorldCrafts Store

#renew218
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Friday and Saturday, January 26-27, 2018
Shocco Springs

THEME: MARVEL IN HIS WORD
Join us as we MARVEL IN HIS WORD at the 2018 Bible 
Drill Retreat. Conferences will be designed for children, youth 
and high school drill participants as well as their leaders. 
Participants will be learning God’s Word and about its 
importance in their lives.

Leaders will have the opportunity to learn more about Bible 
Drill and how it can be an effective ministry in their churches. 
Bible Drill in a Box, a make-and-take conference that provides 
more than 35 activities to use in classrooms, will be offered 
for each church.

REGISTRATION: shocco.org/bible-drill-retreat
For more information, please contact State Missionary Belinda 
Stroud, bstroud@alsbom.org, or Ministry Assistant Julie 
Smith, jsmith@alsbom.org, at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 255, 
or (334) 613-2255.

Alabama Association of Baptist 
Secretaries 56th Annual Conference

March 11-14, 2018
Shocco Springs

Scripture: I am the Lord your 
God who teaches you to profit, 
who leads you in the way you 

should go. ~ ISAIAH 48:17

General Conference Leader: 
Melanie Hill, First Baptist Church, 

Dothan
Music/Worship Leader: Kevin Cobb, 
West Mobile Baptist Church, Mobile

Make plans now to join us for a time of spiritual, 
professional and personal growth through worship, study, 

fellowship and educational breakout sessions.

Please check out our website: 
alabamabaptistsecretaries.com

Facebook page: Alabama 
Association of Baptist 

Secretaries

For more information, 
please contact Lisa Daniels, 
2017-18 AABS President, 
at (334) 699 -1595 or 
ldanielsbca@gmail.com

Walk 
in the Way 

of the 
Lord

More info: alabamabaptistsecretaries.com

THEME: MARVEL IN HIS WORD, PHILIPPIANS 4:13

REGIONAL BIBLE DRILL SCHEDULE

Required Online Registration:  
	 alsbom.org/bibledrill
Regional Drills Registration Deadline:  
	 Monday, April 16, 2018

April 19
East Highland Baptist Church, Hartselle
Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Dothan

April 22
Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, Birmingham
Eastern Hills Baptist Church, Montgomery

April 23
Spring Hill Baptist Church, Mobile
First Baptist Church, Livingston

April 24
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Alexandria

STATE BIBLE DRILL AND SPEAKERS 
TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 28, 2018
Taylor Road Baptist Church, Montgomery
Registration: 12:20 p.m.
Drill: 1 p.m.

Watch for more information to come about 
these Bible Drill events. Visit alsbom.org/
bibledrill to find resources, event dates and 
other information. If you need more information, 
please contact Ministry Assistant Julie Smith 
at 1-800-264-1225, ext. 255, or (334) 613-
2255, jsmith@alsbom.org.

 REGIONAL AND 
STATE BIBLE DRILLS

2018
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Your gifts help support:
Alabama WMU
Disaster Relief

Church Planting
Alabama Partnership Missions

Church Revitalization
Myers-Mallory.org

STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS
Alabama Baptist

State Goal: 
$1,000,000

2017 gifts can be given through
12/29/17 
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CHURCH POSITIONS
 
BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR 
Mt. Philadelphia Baptist 
Church in Cordova, Alabama, 
is accepting resumés for a 
bivocational pastor. Send 
resumés to: Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 13, Cordova, AL 
35550.

PART-TIME MUSIC 
MINISTER OR FULL-TIME 
MUSIC/SENIOR ADULT 
MINISTER 
Sardis Springs Baptist Church 
in Athens, Alabama, is seeking 
God’s will for a part-time music 
minister or full-time music/
senior adult minister. Please send 
resumé to: 18310 AL Hwy 251, 
Athens, AL 35613, or email to: 
sardis1@integrity.com.

STUDENT PASTOR 
Hepzibah Baptist Church in 
Talladega is now receiving 
resumés for the position of full-
time student pastor. If interested 
please email resumé to: 
hepzbapchurch@bellsouth.net. 

OTHER POSITIONS
 
DAY CARE DIRECTOR 
Eastside, Birmingham. 
Responsible for the planning, 
organizing and execution of 
all programs and care. Send 
resumés to the Personnel 
Committee at bfmurphy@bham.
rr.com.

BUSINESS
NEED A NEW CHURCH 
SIGN? 

Reliable Sign Services — a Chris-
tian operated, full service, lighted 
sign company located in Pelham, 
Alabama, for 23 years — is 
ready to help you expand your 
church sign ministry. From digital 
message boards to traditional 
signs, Reliable Signs will design, 
fabricate and install statewide. 
www.reliablesigns.com. 1-800-
729-6844 or 205-664-0955.

ELROD MOBILITY — GREAT 
PRICES 
Stair-lifts, walk-in tubs, lift-chairs 
and lightweight take-apart 
scooters. Saving people a lot of 
money on walk-in tubs, stair-lifts 
and showers. Our lift-chairs and 
scooters are near internet pric-
ing. A+ rating with BBB. We ser-
vice Alabama. 1-800-682-0658.

TRAVEL/VACATION
 
TWIN RIVERS RESORT-
RETREAT CENTER, NORTH-
EAST GEORGIA 
Churches/families/weddings, 10 
fully equipped cabins and lodge. 
Room for 65 to meet, eat and 
sleep. 866-754-2010. www.
TwinRiversResort.net.

LOG CABIN RENTAL 
Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished. 
Discounts to ministers. Log on 
to www.paradisevista.net to see 
pictures. Call for reservations at 
205-540-3600.

To advertise through TAB’s 
online classifieds, visit www.
thealabamabaptist.org, scroll 
down to the bottom of the page 
and click on “Classified Ads.”

TAB CLASSIFIEDS
For information about placing a classified ad, contact the advertising department of The Alabama Baptist at 

205-870-4720, ext. 102, or ads@thealabamabaptist.org. Copy deadline is two weeks before publication.

Follow these 
instructions

Download the 
Aurasma app 

from your app store.

Choose the 
“ALBaptist” 

profile under channel 
and tap “Follow.” You 
will only have to do this 
one time. (Any ALBaptist 
options will allow you 
to follow The Alabama 
Baptist.)

Tap the [  ] icon 
at the bottom of 

the screen. 

You will see 
pulsating dots, 

which indicate the app 
is searching for a target. 
Once it finds a target 
the dots will turn to a 
bull’s-eye. The bull’s-
eye will remain until 
the augmented reality 
image loads.

Hold your device 
over a page or 

image in The Alabama 
Baptist (TAB) marked as 
augmented reality and 
watch the paper come 
to life.

If the image is 
slow to load at 

any point, then it may 
be your data speed or 
Wi-Fi strength. Change 
locations and try again.

Each week when 
TAB arrives, 

open the app and hold 
your device over the 
augmented reality 
articles.

2

1

4

5

6

3

7

TAB
AR

(augmented reality)

Zion BC remembers past during 
150th anniversary service

In 1837 a bell hung in an old country 
church. The bell was used to ring in joy dur-
ing church services and weddings, but it also 
rang out in sadness during funeral services 
and tragedies. 

And although its toll hasn’t been heard in 
many years, it served as a tribute to a simpler 
time Sept. 10 when Zion Baptist Church, 
Woodland, celebrated its 150th anniversary.

In addition to the bell, old documents, 
offering plates and photos also offered 
glimpses into Zion Baptist’s history as Larry 
Morrison shared an overview of the past 
150 years during the morning service. Zion 
Pastor David Daniel, who grew up in the 
church, shared a message and members gave 
accounts of their experiences with various 
ministries of Zion Baptist.

Special guests were a prominent feature 
of the celebration. Sonja Adams, Alabama 
Baptist Historical Commission (ABHC) 
representative, presented two framed certifi-
cates, one on behalf of ABHC and the other 
on behalf of the Alabama Baptist State Board 
of Missions. 

Rep. Bob Fincher, R-District 37, presented 
a commemorative resolution from the Ala-
bama Legislature, an act that was personal 
for Fincher as his great-grandmother, Lu-
cinda Darden, was a charter member of Zion 
Baptist. 

Former pastors and members also were 
recognized during the service. 

As members and visitors left the celebra-

tion they looked out over the cemetery adja-
cent to the church and saw on some grave-
stones white ribbons swaying in the breeze, 
one last tribute to the charter members who 
followed the Lord’s leading all those years 
ago to build a foundation that would stand 
the test of time. 

Oak Mountain BC rings bell 
in celebration of 50 years

For the first time in more than 20 years, 
the bell rang out. That church bell hung in 
the tower of Oak 
Mountain Baptist 
Church, Pelham, 
for years but then 
was put into stor-
age. But on Sept. 
10, Pastor James 
Blair (pictured) 
rededicated the 
bell during the 
50th anniversary 
celebration of the 
church, saying 
that it will now ring out every Sunday at the 
start of morning services. 

The celebration service was a “warm and 
gracious fellowship,” according to Mavis 
Gates. 

Gates participated in the morning service, 
presenting a plaque to the church on behalf 
of the Alabama Baptist Historical Commis-
sion. Keith Brown, church and community 
ministries director for Shelby Baptist Associ-
ation, also presented a plaque to the church. 

The church also made some presentations 
of its own. Plaques were presented to J.C. 
Roden, longtime member and deacon, and in 
memory of Dorothy Burnett for “her tireless 
and selfless dedication” to the church. 

The worship service was led by The Re-
union Singers. To wrap up the celebratory 
day, Peggy Sue Harding prepared a slide-
show of historic photos that was shown dur-
ing the fellowship lunch. (Peggy Sue Hard-
ing contributed)

Fyffe’s New Bethel celebrates 
centennial anniversary

New Bethel Baptist Church, Fyffe, cel-
ebrated its 100th anniversary with a special 
service Sept. 17. 

The service began at 10:30 a.m. and 
featured a variety of guest speakers. Chris 
Guinn, director of missions for Sand Moun-
tain Baptist Association, brought the morn-
ing message. Also during the service, church 
secretary Sandra Traylor read a history of 
the church and Wendell Dutton from the 
Alabama Baptist Historical Commission pre-
sented a plaque honoring the church’s years 
of steadfast ministry. 

All former pastors in attendance were rec-
ognized and ancestors of the church’s first 
pastor also were in attendance. The fellow-
ship hall held displays of scrapbooks and old 
photos. 

The celebration was a “great day of re-
membering all God has done,” said Scott 
Traylor, chairman of deacons. 

Clifford Millican is pastor.

Photo courtesy of Peggy
 Sue Harding

Compiled by the Alabama Baptist Historical Commission and TAB
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KAEPERNICK, TEBOW
I was appalled you had an 

article in The Alabama Baptist 
comparing Tim Tebow and Colin 
Kaepernick, calling both Chris-
tians with a cause.

Tim Tebow is a peacemaker 
trying to bring people together in 
love and worship. He gets on his 
knees for the right reason.

Colin Kaepernick is a trou-
blemaker causing division in 
America. Christians are not 
troublemakers who divide. Chris-
tians are loving, unifying people 
who want others to feel valued 
and loved.

Tim Tebow shows great respect 
for God and others. Colin Kaepe-
rnick does not. They should not 
have been put in the same article 
together. There is no comparison 
of the two.

Sherra Claunch
Oxford, Ala.

STAND AGAINST SIN
I do not see why we are respon-

sible to find “common ground” 
with the LGBT community.

The Word of God holds all the 
dialogue needed.  

You know, as well as most 
folks, that we have had a con-
tinual flow of homosexual behav-
ior and lifestyles throughout our 
Southern Baptist churches and 
universities. So it is no surprise as 
to what Satan is up to. In the gar-
den, he said to Eve, “Surely God 
did not say that.”

God speaks truth and is just. 
We do not need to deal with 
this problem. We need to stand 
against it. We are not Jesus but 
He wants us to be like Him.

He turned over tables and 
called church leaders “vipers and 
painted statues.”

Will you join me in standing 
against sin?

As Billy Sunday used to say, 
“Listen, I’m against sin. I’ll kick 
it as long as I’ve got a foot. I’ll 
fight it as long as I’ve got a fist. 
I’ll butt it as long as I’ve got 
a head, and I’ll bite it as long 
as I’ve got a tooth. And when 
I’m old, fistless, footless and 
toothless, I’ll gum it till I go 

home to glory and 
it goes home to perdition.”

Janie Johnson
Gulf Shores, Ala.

TEN COMMANDMENTS
When the government or some 

political anti-Christmas group 
wants to remove any monument 
or item that displays the Ten 
Commandments, Christians will 
speak up and complain. But I 
don’t understand why the major-
ity of churches do not display 
the Ten Commandments in the 
church. Most Baptists are not 
even aware of the Church Cov-
enant. How can you expect to 
build a solid foundation and then 
question the condition of America 
when the Church is failing to 
educate?

Randy Talley
Lafayette, Ala.

4 out of 10 countries have official religion
The U.S. may not have an 

official state religion or a 
preferred one, but four out of 10 
countries worldwide do, according 
to a recent Pew Research report 
covering 199 nations and territo-
ries.

More than 80 nations favor a 
specific religion, whether that’s 
shown by government endorse-
ment or preferential treatment. 
Only 13 of those officially favored 
Christianity, the report showed. 
Nine of those countries are in 
Europe (including the United 
Kingdom, Denmark, Monaco and 
Iceland), two are in the Americas 
(Costa Rica and the Dominican 
Republic), one is in sub-Saharan 
Africa (Zambia) and the other is in 
the Asia-Pacific region (Tuvalu).

In contrast, 27 nations en-
shrined Islam, making it the most 
commonly state-instituted reli-
gion.

But in the other 40 countries 
with governments that unofficially 
showed preference to a religion, 
in 28 cases that religion was 
Christianity.

Most countries are neutral, the 
Pew study showed — 100 nations 
including the U.S. showed no 
governmental preference toward a 
particular religion.

In 10 nations, such as China, 

North Korea and some former 
Soviet countries, governments are 
actively hostile toward all reli-
gions, restricting the legal status, 
finances and activities of religious 
groups.

But on the other end of the 
spectrum in countries that do 
claim an official religion, restric-
tions against nonofficial religions 
also can be extreme. (TAB)
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According to the Feb. 
18, 1852, issue of The Ala-
bama Baptist, the board of 
managers for a new Baptist 
high school announced they 
had obtained a state charter 
for the school which would 
be located in Talladega. 
Bro. O. Welch had been ap-
pointed agent for the school 
and commissioned to raise 
$25,000 to support the new 
undertaking. 

Frances Gunter Morrison
Wife of Troy L. Morrison dies at 85

Frances Gunter Morrison — wife of Troy L. Morrison, former 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Alabama Baptist State 

Board of Missions (SBOM) — died Sept. 30. She was 85.
A graduate of Jacksonville State University, Morrison taught 

math for more than 25 years, most of which was spent at Etowah 
High School in Attalla. 

Faithful in ministry, Morrison served in 
many capacities at Twelfth Street Baptist 
Church, Gadsden, from 1968 to 1985 while 
her husband served as pastor. She still called 
that church home at the time of her death. 

And while her husband served SBOM from 
1990 to 2000, the two were a ministry team, 
said Rick Lance, SBOM executive director.

“Frances was a vital part of the ministry 
to which Troy Morrison was called both as a 
pastor to local churches and to his calling in 
state missions as an executive director,” Lance said. “Frances had 
a unique sense of humor and keen insight into matters of life. Per-
sonally, she was always an encouraging influence in my life and 
ministry. I respected and appreciated her immensely. I am grateful 
to have known her and loved her like a family member.”

Morrison is survived by her husband of 65 years; her son, Mark; 
five grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. She was preced-
ed in death by her daughter, Marsha Morrison Burttram. (TAB)

MORRISON

Percentage of Americans 
who are ‘unpartnered’ on rise
More Americans are living 

without a spouse or part-
ner these days, accord-

ing to Pew Research. The share 
of adults living with a romantic 
partner has grown, but not enough 
to offset the decline in marriage, 
the study shows.

Since 2007 the percentage of 
U.S. adults who are “unpartnered” 
has climbed from 39 percent to 42 
percent, the study shows.

Roughly 6 in 10 adults under 35 
years old are now living without a 
spouse or partner — up 56 percent 
from a decade ago. Men are slight-
ly less likely to be in this share of 
the population than women.

“The rise in adults living with-
out a spouse or partner has also 
occurred against the backdrop of a 
third important demographic shift: 
the aging of American adults,” 
Pew reports. “Older adults (55 
and older) are more likely to have 
a spouse or partner than younger 
adults. So it is surprising that the 
share of adults who are unpart-
nered has risen even though rela-
tively more Americans are older.”

It’s unlikely that divorce has 
contributed to this, Pew reports — 
statistics are complicated, but di-

vorce has been relatively stable or 
falling for the past several decades. 
Nearly 6 in 10 unpartnered adults 
have never been married, and only 
2 in 10 are divorced. About 14 per-
cent are widows, with the remain-
der either separated or married 
without a spouse present.

Of unpartnered adults, 56 per-
cent are head of their household, 
35 percent are living alone and 22 
percent are living with others (such 
as children) in the home. 

Thom Rainer, president of Life-
Way Christian Resources, wrote 
on his blog that “church leaders 
repeat often that we desire to know 

and reach our mission field. And 
we also know that our mission 
field demographics are shifting 
dramatically in the United States.” 

He addressed one specific part 
of this population in a 2014 blog 
— the rise of single-parent fami-
lies — and challenged churches to 
consider five questions:

1. Do the leaders in your church 
have an awareness of this large 
population group? Awareness can 
prompt action, Rainer wrote.

2. Does your church have spe-
cific ministries designed for this 
population segment? 

3. What would your church 
need to do differently to reach this 
group?

4. Are there any attitudes that 
would discourage this segment of 
the population from feeling wel-
come at your church?

5. Have you attempted to con-
nect with the people in your 
church who fit this demographic to 
get clarity about this group? 

“Yes, times are changing,” Rain-
er wrote. “But we in our churches 
have a great opportunity to reach a 
growing segment of the U.S. popu-
lation.” (TAB)

Unsplash.com

Roughly 6 in 10 
adults under 35 
years old are now 
living without a 
spouse or partner.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS For November 5

SET BEFORE
Leviticus 1:3–9; 2:1–3; 3:1–5

The Burnt Offering (1:3–9)
A friend of mine planted a church, and 

the first sermon series he chose was a study 
in the Book of Leviticus. You might think 
that’s crazy. After all, how can you grow 
a church preaching about ancient holiness 
codes and temple ritual? The word “holi-
ness” is the key. To know God is to under-
stand him as “holy, holy, holy” (Isa. 6:3; 
Rev. 4:8). Leviticus advances and deepens 
our understanding of the holiness of God. It 
demonstrated to Israel that they were sinful 
and impure, but it also described how they 
could deal with sin and impurity so that God 
could dwell among them. Leviticus not only 
points to our inability to attain holiness but 
foreshadows God’s ability to make us holy 
through the fulfillment of the law in Christ.

The first law in Leviticus concerns the 
burnt offering for the atonement of sin. The 
daily spilling and sprinkling of blood on 
the altar was required for the forgiveness 
of sins. This reminded the Israelites about 
the consequences of their sin every day. 
It was strictly regulated; nothing could be 
offered in addition to the animal being sac-
rificed. Why a blood sacrifice? Paul makes 
clear that the “wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23). Sin and death are inseparable. Here in 
Leviticus, God codifies this deadly require-
ment in law. Praise God that by His grace, 
this requirement was completely fulfilled 
in the death of Christ (Heb. 10:1–4, 10). It 
is important to note that the atoning work 
of Christ, like the burnt offering, cannot be 
substituted or complimented with any ad-
ditional works.

The Grain Offering (2:1–3)
After the burnt offering, when sins had 

been forgiven, the offerer could then make 
a grain offering to express their gratitude. 

They would gather grain, wet the bundle 
with olive oil for combustion and adorn it 
with frankincense for aroma. Unlike the 
burnt offering, to which nothing could be 
added, the grain offering placed no limits 
to the amount that could be offered. This 
is significant because it reminds us that we 
cannot add to the completed sacrifice of 
Christ, but we are free to worship God out 
of the abundance of His provision, having 
our sins atoned for by His precious work on 
the cross and the glorious work of God in 
the resurrection. In fact, the grain offering, 
like our worship, is a sign of gratitude and 
thanksgiving for all God’s provisions. 

The Fellowship Offering (3:1–5)
The fellowship offering, like the burnt of-

fering, called for the sacrifice of an animal 
without imperfection. Animal sacrifices 
for God could not be selected from among 
the weak and sickly of the flock who were 
destined to die in a matter of days anyhow. 
They must be fit and valuable. Otherwise, 
would it really have been a sacrifice to offer 
something of such little value? This sacri-
fice was meant to symbolize the fellowship 
Israel has with God. It is a picture of fond 
friends sitting and eating together, which 
was a great sign of affection and hospitality 
in the ancient world. 

Again, as with the grain offering, the fel-
lowship offering could not be offered until 
after the burnt offering was made. This is 
significant because we can neither worship 
God nor fellowship with Him until after 
Christ’s atonement is made and our faith is 
placed in Him alone. While these sacrificial 
rules and regulations may seem strange to us 
today, they are nevertheless rich with types 
and shadows of Christ’s good work. God 
is calling us all to a fellowship of holiness 
through His Son and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Will you answer that call through faith in 
Christ’s atonement, worshipful thanksgiving 
and fellowship with God?

BARNABAS: ONGOING 
ENCOURAGEMENT

Acts 4:36–37; 9:26–27; 11:19–26

The Bible places a high premium on 
companionship. God has made us to live in 
community with one another, and we are 
not at our best as human beings when we 
veer away from this ideal toward isolation 
and loneliness. Even in the Garden of Eden, 
God is described as looking at the man and 
declaring, “It is not good that man should be 
alone” (Gen. 2:18). Marriage, family, friend-
ship, society — all of these are avenues 
God has provided for us to interact with and 
learn to depend upon other people.

Of course the Bible does not lack for 
lonely people. Many people — often the 
Bible’s most important people — find them-
selves alone. These stories of loneliness 
are not held up as ideals though. They are 
generally tragic stories. Moses experienced 
loneliness as he was rejected by Egyptians 
and Israelites alike. Jesus Himself experi-
enced this same kind of loneliness. In His 
moment of deepest need in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus chose His closest com-
panions to stay nearby and pray for Him. 
But as Jesus poured out His soul to the 
Father, they fell asleep. Jesus would have to 
face His most difficult moments alone.

What Moses and Jesus and others needed 
in their times of trial was a companion, an 
encourager who could come alongside them 
and give them the support they needed to 
weather the storms of life they were facing. 
One of the Bible’s most vivid examples of 
this kind of encourager is a man we encoun-
ter in the New Testament, Barnabas.

Use what you have to encourage 
others. (4:36–37)

We first meet Barnabas in Acts 4, a pas-
sage in which we find him selling a field that 
belonged to him and giving the proceeds 
to the apostles to support their ministry. It 

is no coincidence that the author of Luke 
identifies Barnabas right from the start as 
“Barnabas, which means son of encourage-
ment.” Barnabas will prove to be a “son of 
encouragement” in the rest of the book.

Encourage others by standing 
with them and being their 

advocate. (9:26–27)
When we next encounter Barnabas, it 

is at a moment of extraordinary tension in 
the early church. A man named Saul who 
had become a vicious opponent of the early 
Christians had supposedly had an encounter 
with the risen Jesus and had become one of 
His followers. But who could believe such 
a story? And who would put his own life in 
jeopardy to find out whether the story was 
true or not? The person who would was 
Barnabas. While everyone else was afraid, 
Barnabas went to Saul (soon to become 
Paul), accompanied him to Jerusalem and 
vouched for the genuineness of his encoun-
ter. Barnabas became just the support Saul/
Paul needed at just the time he needed it.

Encourage others by helping them 
grow spiritually. (11:19–26)

Barnabas’ role as an encourager did not 
stop with Paul’s conversion. Fear of this 
persecutor of the Church was still alive 
and well among the early Christians. And 
so, just as he had done before, Barnabas 
went to Paul and accompanied him as he 
was brought to the other Christians. For a 
year in Antioch, Barnabas served as Paul’s 
character witness, giving him the support he 
needed to be accepted by the early Church. 

In the annals of Christian history, few fig-
ures can compare with the might of apostle 
Paul. He is, by all accounts, a person of 
more weight and significance than a person 
like Barnabas. And yet we can say Paul was 
a gift to the Church delivered by Barnabas. 
Without his courage and encouragement, we 
may never have known Paul at all.

Christian Crossword
By Diana Rowland     Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.	

Across
	 1.	 The ____ of life. (1 John 1:1)
	 5.	 There is a ____ here. 
		  (John 6:9)
	 8.	 The month of ____. 
		  (Deut. 16:1)
12.	 Roboam begat ____. 
		  (Matt. 1:7)
13.	 Naaman, ____, and Rosh. 		
		  (Gen. 46:21)
14.	 Woman’s title equal to a “sir.”
15.	 Sky is ____ ... but can ye 		
		  ____. (Matt. 16:3; 2 words)
17.	 Cut down, O ____. (Jer. 48:2)
19.	 Fountain both ____ salt 		
		  water and fresh. (James 3:12)
20.	 Maketh the seven stars and 		
		  ____. (Amos 5:8)
21.	 Unto you, young ____. 
		  (1 John 2:13)
22.	 Not weary in well ____. 
		  (2 Thess. 3:13)
24.	 Timothy. (nickname)
26.	 Escaped the ____ of the 		
		  sword. (Heb. 11:34)
28.	 A ____ person. (Prov. 6:12)
30.	 The flower of her ____. 
		  (1 Cor. 7:36)
33.	 As a ____ gathereth. 
		  (Matt. 23:37)
34.	 Thou barren that ____ not. 		
		  (Gal. 4:27)
38.	 Bakbukiah and ____. 
		  (Neh. 12:9)
42.	 Receiving the ____ of your 		

		  men. (Gal. 6:10; 2 words)
	 6.	 ____, thou that destroyest 		
		  the temple. (Mark 15:29)
	 7.	 Kinah, and ____. (Josh. 15:22)
	 8.	 The son of ____. (Luke 3:28)
	 9.	 From ____ in the valley. 		
		  (Num. 21:20)
10.	 ____ have ... think of ____ ... 		
		  didst receive ____. 
		  (1 Cor. 4:6, 7; 3 words)
11.	 Zechariah, ____. 
		  (1 Chron. 15:18)
16.	 ____ commandment. 
		  (1 John 2:7)
18.	 To fight with words. 
21.	 Profitable to thee and to 		
		  ____. (Philemon 11)
23.	 Abideth ____ him sinneth 		
		  not. (1 John 3:6)
25.	 ____ little children. 
		  (1 John 3:18)
27.	 ____ shall say. (1 Cor. 12:16)
29.	 African antelope or 		
		  wildebeest.
31.	 Isaac dwelt in ____. 
		  (Gen. 26:6)
32.	 ____ is very bold ... ____ was 		
		  found. (Rom. 10:20; 2 words)
34.	 Not ____ ashamed before 		
		  him. (1 John 2:28)
35.	 Them that rejoice ____. 
		  (Isa. 24:8)
36.	 King Rehoboam sent ____. 
		  (1 Kings 12:18)
37.	 Fa, So, La, ____.

		  faith. (1 Pet. 1:9)
43.	 Will also ____ up us by his 		
		  own power. (1 Cor. 6:14)
46.	 Neither did we ____ any 		
		  man’s bread. (2 Thess. 3:8)
47.	 Was ____ an Ahohite. 
		  (1 Chron. 27:4)
49.	 Elihoreph and ____. 
		  (1 Kings 4:3)
51.	 Abimelech king of ____ sent 		
		  ... for she is ____ man’s wife. 		
		  (Gen. 20:2, 3; 2 words)
52.	 Sons also of Jediael; ____. 
		  (1 Chron. 7:10)
54.	 Not ____ all to come ____. 
		  (1 Cor. 16:12; 2 words)
55.	 ____ thou on my right hand. 		
		  (Acts 2:34)
57.	 ____ Ephesus, and ____ the 		
		  faithful. (Eph. 1:1; 2 words)
58.	 ____, let ____ escape thither. 		
		  (Gen. 19:20; 2 words)
59.	 ____ an Ithrite. 
		  (2 Sam. 23:38)
60.	 ____ said, ____ that ____ had 		
		  wings. (Ps. 55:6; 3 words)

Down
	 1.	 Ye fight and ____. (James 4:2)
	 2.	 Sara ____ Abraham. 
		  (1 Pet. 3:6)
	 3.	 Man ____ upon a red horse. 		
		  (Zech. 1:8)
	 4.	 Breed of dog: Great ____. 
	 5.	 ____ us ____ good unto all 		

39.	 To Remmonmethoar ____ __	
		  __. (Josh. 19:13; 2 words; 	
		  reverse order)
40.	 And ____ his son. 
		  (1 Chron. 6:26)
41.	 ____ is the Spirit. (1 John 5:6)
44.	 Havilah, and ____. 
		  (1 Chron. 1:9)
45.	 Naaman, ____. (Gen. 46:21)
48.	 For example, July 1, 1994.
50.	 ____ the Ahohite. 
		  (1 Chron. 11:29)
51.	 General Accounting Office. 	
			   (abbr.)
53.	 ____ … and ____ will write. 	
		  (Rev. 3;12; 2 words)
56.	 The children of ____. 
		  (1 Chron. 7:12)

Explore the Bible By Kyle Beshears
Instructor of Christian Studies, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life By Jeffery M. Leonard, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Religion, Samford University
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With a unique gift for 
communicating bib-
lical truths through 
music and storytell-

ing, Grammy Award-winning re-
cording artist and comedian Mark 
Lowry desires to connect with au-
diences of all ages and keep them 
on the edge of their seats. 

“I want people to leave the 
shows knowing that God is crazy 
about them and that He would 
rather die than live without them,” 
Lowry said. “It’s mainly Christians 
who are attending these shows, 
and hopefully, they are bringing 
friends who don’t know the Lord. I 
want people to hear about the Lord 

my voice changed and ended all 
that for a while. 

“When I went to college at 
Liberty University, I thought that 
I was going to be focused on get-
ting a business degree and getting 
a job, but the Lord called me to go 
into the music ministry. I actually 
tried everything I could do to avoid 
going into this ministry, but it 
became so clear that the Lord was 
opening doors and calling me to 
pursue music ministry.

“The humor came along by acci-
dent really. I had to do something 
between the songs when people 
were staring at me. Back then, you 
needed a few seconds in between 
songs for the sound guy to change 
the soundtrack. Since those few 
seconds of silence can be nerve-
racking, I would tell stories about 
my life. When I heard people start 
laughing, I knew they were listen-
ing. I did that for eight years dur-
ing the early 1980s, and I would 
sing in 200 churches a year. 

“Then Bill Gaither came along 
and that changed everything when 
I joined the vocal band. When I 
joined the vocal band, I also signed 
a solo recording contract. So, the 
solo career and vocal band sort of 
took off about the same time and 
started gaining national coverage.”

Along the way, Lowry gained 
national recognition as the co-
writer of the Christmas classic, 
“Mary, Did You Know?” The song 
is recognized as one of the best 
loved modern Christmas songs of 
this century and has been recorded 
more than 400 times by a variety 
of recording artists including Pen-
tatonix, Reba McEntire, CeeLo 
Green, Michael English, Kenny 

in a way that is attractive and leads 
them to want a personal relation-
ship with Him.”

For more than 20 years, Lowry 
sang baritone with the Gaither 
Vocal Band and served as the co-
medic sidekick on Bill Gaither’s 
live concert tours and best-selling 
Homecoming video and television 
series.

Staying true
In spite of the success, Lowry 

focuses on shining the spotlight on 
Christ and stays true to his humble 
beginnings.

“I started singing in church 
when I was four,” Lowry said. 
“When I was 11, I recorded gospel 
music for a couple of years. Then Rogers, Sandi Patty and Rascal 

Flatts.
With his music and message, 

Lowry desires to connect audi-
ences to God’s unfailing love and 
grace, which is the theme for his 
newest album, “What’s Not To 
Love?”

God’s love
“If you listen to the album from 

the beginning to the end, it sets 
the tone about the goodness of the 
Lord and takes you on a journey 
about his love,” Lowry said. “If 
there’s ever a time in our country 
when God’s love is needed to be 
shown, it’s now.”

Throughout his musical journey, 
Lowry says he has learned valu-
able lessons, including realizing 
that God’s plans are far greater 
than he ever could imagine and 
that there is still a story to be told.

“A few years ago, I went 
through a burn-out period and 
went away for two years,” he 

noted. “One thing I’ve learned is 
when the plane is out of gas, it’s 
coming down. You can either land 
it or crash it, but it’s coming down. 
A lot of people will crash and run 
away. But I’ve learned through the 
years, it’s better to face the music, 
land the plane, get off the road and 
get refreshed. 

“I really didn’t think I would 
have new material, so I went away 
for a while. It was during that time 
that the Lord gave me some new 
songs and new things to talk about. 
I’ve learned that you have to pace 
yourself throughout this journey so 
you don’t crash. 

“It’s funny because just when I 
was about to retire again, the Lord 
dropped all these songs in my lap. 
God has been reminding me not 
to worry about what comes next, 
because He is taking care of the 
details and that He created me 
for this purpose. The plan is just 
to keep telling people that God is 
crazy about them.” 

Songwriter, storyteller Mark Lowry helps audiences find hope, healing, humor

MUSIC

reviewsMedia

Photo courtesy of Daywind Records

Mark Lowry
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J
oey Krehbiel’s mom’s dream was for him 
to pitch in the major leagues.

“She wanted me to make it more than 
anyone in the world,” he said. “I don’t 
think she missed more than a handful of 

games even though she worked every day. She still 
made time to take me to practice.”

And two years ago, he lost her to cancer.
To celebrate her legacy and show his faith, Kreh-

biel got a tattoo of Jeremiah 29:11 — “‘For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.’”

And Krehbiel, 24, is still seeing exactly what 
those plans are going to look like.

He was drafted out of high school in Florida by 
the Los Angeles Angels in 2011 in the 12th round 
and traded to the Arizona Diamondbacks organiza-
tion in 2014. He played for Visalia in the California 
League (High–A) in 2014 and 2015 and Mobile in 
2016.

During the 2016 season he had a 1–1 record, 
2.75 ERA and was a midseason Southern League 
All-Star. He tied for first in the league with 52 ap-
pearances. 

Promotion to Reno
He was selected a midseason Southern League 

All-Star in 2017 for the Jackson Generals where he 
played 44 games before his promotion to Reno on 
Aug. 31. Reno is Arizona’s Triple-A affiliate in the 
Pacific Coast League.

This season in Jackson he had a 2–4 record, 3.27 
ERA in 44 games. He allowed 45 hits, 23 runs and 
struck out 74 batters. 

Jackson manager J.R. House said Krehbiel rel-
ished the opportunity of getting the Generals out of 
tough situations.

“He competes,” House said. “As a pitcher you 
look for velocity. He brings that. He is up to 95 to 
97 mph. He has a good breaking ball and quality 
change-up.”

While Krehbiel’s goal is similar to every mi-
nor league pitcher’s goal — to pitch in the major 
leagues — he has learned to be patient.

God’s plan
“I have been in the minor leagues seven years 

now,” he said. “I want my time to come sooner than 
maybe God’s plan for me. Patience is putting my 
faith and trust in Him. That has got to be No. 1 be-
fore anything. I know where He wants me to be is 
where I am supposed to be.”

A former girlfriend led Krehbiel to Christ when 
he was 20.

“At the time it was go to church with her or not 
date,” he said. “That was maybe not the right way 
into church but whatever gets you there is the right 
way. It ended up working for me. I have stuck with 
it. It has helped me through my tough family times 
and it is something that I never want to let go in my 
life.”

He has dealt with his mother’s death by resting in 
God’s sovereignty. “It was not Him doing anything 
bad; it was my mom’s time to go,” Krehbiel said.

Jesus is his rock, he said.
“I know that salvation is the best gift anyone 

could ever have,” Krehbiel said. “You have to 
put everything around Him, even baseball, rela-
tionships, anything you want to do has got to go 
through Him. He has got to be the center point for 
your life.”

Photo by David Calvert, Reno Aces
Joey Krehbiel

Reno Aces’ pitcher keeps Jesus as center point of his life 

is the best gift’
‘Salvation

Calif. to add third gender option to documents
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Pro-family advocates are lament-

ing California Gov. Jerry Brown’s approval Oct. 15 of a bill 
expanding rights for individuals identifying as transgender but 
celebrating his veto the same day of a measure that threatened 
religious liberty.

Brown signed Senate Bill (SB) 179, which adds a third gen-
der option on official state identification documents for those 
who reject the designation of male or female and opt instead to 
be considered “nonbinary.” Among his vetoes, meanwhile, was 
Assembly Bill (AB) 569, which would have made it illegal for 
religious organizations to prohibit their employees from having 
abortions or engaging in sex outside marriage.

SB 179 will make California the first U.S. state allowing resi-
dents to identify their gender as “nonbinary” on birth certificates 
and state identification documents. The bill also will ease re-
quirements for California natives to change the gender indicated 
on their birth certificates.

SB 179 takes effect Jan. 1, 2018, with the third gender option 
on driver’s licenses available Jan. 1, 2019.

Meanwhile, Brown’s veto of AB 569, which prohibited em-
ployers from any discipline of employees for so-called “repro-
ductive decisions,” has drawn a sigh of relief from evangelicals.

A veto message released by Brown noted California “has 
long” exempted religious institutions from a state ban on em-
ployment discrimination based on “an employee’s reproductive 
decision.” (BP)

Pro-life group denied right to participate in fair
BEREA, Ohio — A pro-life student group in Ohio was turned 

away from participating in a sexual health awareness fair at 
a Methodist college after being told they fail to promote “sex 
positivity.”

The LGBT group that organized the event at Baldwin Wallace 
University said they did not feel the Nov. 3 fair was “an appro-
priate setting” for the message of the pro-life group, according 
to The Christian Post.

Bryan Istenes, president of Baldwin Wallace Right-to-Life, 
said they simply wanted to educate students about the physical, 
mental and emotional consequences of abortion and let them 
know there were other options available.

Morgan Getts, Ohio Regional Coordinator for Students for 
Life of America, said the LGBT group’s decision to deny them 
the freedom to participate is part of an “unfortunate strain of 
prejudice” at the school.

Pro-life messages written in chalk around campus also have 
been erased, with other students celebrating those who have 
done the erasing. Istenes said he’s “not mad people disagreed 
with what I wrote, I am mad they violated my free speech 
rights,” according to the Post. (TAB)

Girl in federal custody granted abortion
WASHINGTON — A 17-year-old Central American girl ob-

tained an abortion in Texas on Oct. 25 after a court battle over 
issues of abortion and the rights of foreigners in the U.S.

The girl, identified as Jane Doe in court documents, was de-
tained at the U.S.-Mexico border after crossing into the U.S. il-
legally. A medical examination revealed the pregnancy. 

The girl, who was held in a federally funded Texas shelter, 
tried to schedule an abortion but was blocked by the Trump ad-
ministration, which asserted that the government should not be 
forced to facilitate abortions for unaccompanied minors in fed-
eral custody after crossing the border illegally. 

The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals sided with the girl, ending 
her individual challenge to the policy. The broader question of 
whether the federal government may continue to block abortions 
for undocumented teens in its custody is still pending. Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton said he and other state attorneys gen-
eral are prepared to defend the administration’s position. (TAB)


