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To watch the videos from this week’s
issue, visit our YouTube channel or use the
HP Reveal app on your phone or tablet and
hover over the segments marked “AR.”

dent of the institution.

The SWBTS board of trustees
met for 13 hours May 22 “to dis-
cuss our seminary, its future and our
responsibility as trustees to ensure
SWBTS is in the best position pos-
sible to fulfill our mission to bibli-
cally educate God-called men and
women,” according to a statement

got to be first and foremost, loving
and respectful of all people. And we
are to always have the best interest
of women in our minds and hearts.”

Frank Jones, a SWBTS alumnus
who leads Frank Jones Ministries
and serves as assistant adult choir
director at Hunter Street Baptist
Church, Hoover, agreed.

“I trust the work of the trustees
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Southwestern Seminary enters time of transition
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Theological Seminary’s nary remains faithful to its commit- Park Baptist Church, Trussville,
(SWBTS) new interim ment to Preach the Word and Reach  and is co-author of D-Life :
president is requesting the World.” disciple-making resource, said __ Photo by Adam Covington/SWBTS
prayer from all Southern the incident has been difficult Paige Patterson reads a Stat.e_
Baptist Convention (SBC) churches. Ensuring ‘best position’ but he agrees that it is time for a ment to Southwestern Baptist
Alabama Bap- “Faithfully pray for Dr. and Mrs. Bingham was appointed to the i~ change. Theological Seminary trustees at
tists meet needs Patterson, Southwestern’s adminis- terim president position after a long “It’s painful to see fracture at a special called meeting May 22.
in their commu- tration, the trustee transition com- day of discussion and deliberation  your institution of higher learn-
nities through mittee and me in the months ahead by SWBTS trustees. That decision  ing for ministers, but I do think the ~that they made the decision that was
garden ministries as we collectively work together in came after they voted to appoint trustees made the right decision to right for the seminary,” Jones said.
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period,” Jeffrey Bingham, dean of the  of the seminary and to relieve him “We, as men of God, we’ve always to the curb.”
School of Theology, wrote in a May immediately of his duties as presi- As president emeritus, Patterson

will receive compensation and ful-
fillment of an offer granted in Sep-
tember 2017 for him and his wife
Dorothy to live on campus as the
first theologians-in-residence at the
Baptist Heritage Center, a facility
set to open at the seminary later this
year. The Baptist Heritage Center
(See ‘Questions, page 7)
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The Farm Bill and the Bible

ne of the major pieces of legislation cur-
O rently before the Congress of the United

States is the Farm Bill. Every five years
Congress is supposed to re-authorize the Farm
Bill which subsidizes agriculture production in the
United States and funds various food assistance
programs.

The debate over the Farm Bill with its $867 bil-
lion price tag over 10 years is acrimonious. The
bitterness is not over support prices for corn, cot-
ton, soybeans and the rest. It is in large part over
nutrition programs like Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known
as food stamps, school lunches and other social
safety net programs.

Statistics indicate 43 million Americans now
live below the poverty line and rely on SNAP to
help purchase food. The majority of recipients are
women with children, with the disabled and elder-
ly representing a smaller percentage of recipients.

Some want to raise the bar for eligibility which
would eliminate about 2 million people from
SNAP benefits. Others want to maintain current
levels of support.

Re-authorization of the last Farm Bill was de-
layed about two years because of these issues.
Presently there is little indication the current
round of debate will be any different.

Safety net

At the root of the rancorous disagreement is
whether the government should provide a social
safety net for the poor and disabled of the nation
and, if so, what kind of safety net it should be.
Or, should the needy be the responsibility of the
Church?

The disagreement provides opportunity to look
at the Bible to see what God’s Word says about
roles individuals and society as a whole have in
caring for the least of these.

Christians frequently tell the story of God’s
providential care of Joseph in Egypt. Less fre-
quently do Christians reflect on the way God used
government to gather, store and distribute food
during the years of plenty and want.

Only the government had the resources to ad-
dress the seven years of famine that stretched be-

Order your copy of “The Alabama Baptist:
Celebrating 175 Years of Informing, Inspiring
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THOUGHTS
By Bob Terry

yond Egypt to surrounding areas. It was because
of governmental programs that Egypt weathered
the crisis and that others like the House of Jacob
could find food to survive the severe famine.

A one-time event? Perhaps. But before the
Hebrews became a people God established guide-
lines indicating community
responsibility for caring for
the poor and needy.

Leviticus 19:9-10 introduc-
es the practice of gleaning.
The Hebrews were instructed
not to harvest every corner
of their fields or gather the
fallen fruit of their vineyards.
Deuteronomy 24:19-20 ex-
pands that principle to olive
trees where trying to get a
second harvest from the trees
was forbidden.

The grain, the grapes, the
olives were all left for the
widow, the orphan, the needy,
the stranger and the alien.

Additionally every third year each family was
instructed to contribute a tithe of their produce
to the Levites “because (they have) no portion or
inheritance among you.” This tithe, in addition to
the regular tithe, was to be used by the Levite, the
alien, the orphan, the widow and the needy “who
are in your town” (Deut. 14:22-29).

Deuteronomy 15:1 declares, “At the end of
every seven years you shall grant a remission of
debts.” Creditors were instructed to forgive the
debt of a fellow Hebrew. Exodus 21 explains that
one who has sold himself into slavery was to be
released at the end of seven years.

After seven Sabbath years the principle of debt
forgiveness was extended. Every 50 years, called
the Year of Jubilee, all land was returned to its
original owner no matter how many times it had
been bought and sold (Lev. 25).

Laws laid down by the Bible concerned work-
ing conditions, wages, a sliding economic scale
for sacrifices, equal justice for the rich, poor and
the alien plus much more.

Instructions given by God to the community

“Statistics indicate 43

million Americans now

live below the poverty
line and rely on SNAP to
help purchase food. The
majority of recipients are

women with children.”

did not lessen the responsibilities of individual
members of society to care for the poor. Many of
Israel’s prophets pleaded with rulers and citizens
alike to care for the poor and needy.

Isaiah said, “Learn to do good. Seek justice.
Reprove the ruthless. Defend the orphan. Plead
for the widow” (Isa. 1:17). Jeremiah 22:16 quotes
God as saying, “He pled the cause of the afflicted
and needy. Then it was well. Is not that what it
means to know Me?” Zechariah 7:10 adds, “Do
not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger
or the poor. And do not devise evil in your hearts
against one another.”

In Jesus’ day all the Old Testament rules guid-
ing the community’s care for the poor and needy
were still in place. He spoke against none of them
but emphasized the importance of individual ac-
tion adding to what the community provided.

In Luke 10, Jesus held up the model of the
Good Samaritan. In Luke
11:41, He commended giving
“that which is within to char-
ity.” Luke 12:32-33 shows
Jesus urging His “little flock”
to give to charity which He
calls an “unfailing treasure in
heaven.”

Perhaps it is because the
Bible so clearly teaches that
Christians are to care for the
poor and needy that histori-
ans conclude that Christians
were the first group to care
about individuals beyond
their family or tribe. Chris-
tians have always been at the
forefront of ministries such
as education, health care, hunger relief, prison
reform, child labor and caring for the poor, the
widow and the orphan.

Christians have sacrificed themselves in person-
al service and Christians have sought to establish
policies and practices that helped the community
offer care and relief.

Recent poll

Recently a media outlet reported a poll indicat-
ing 80 percent of Americans oppose cutting Med-
icaid; 78 percent oppose cutting Social Security
disability insurance; and 66 percent oppose cut-
ting food stamps.

Some say the results indicate the strong self-
reliant spirit of America is failing.

Others point to the Bible and conclude the re-
sults show the Church has helped people realize
that care for the poor and needy is the responsibil-
ity of the community as well as of individuals.

Personally, I believe Christians are called to
contend for what the Bible teaches in the public
square as well as in their individual lives. What do
you think? 3
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‘Temple of the
Holy Spirit’

Pastors, director of missions say physical fitness helps them persevere

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist
yan Whitley says for him,
it comes down to this — he
doesn’t want to quit before he
has to.

“I never want to be the guy
who must retire early due to poor physical
health,” said Whitley, pastor of Crosspoint
Church, Trussville. “I want to serve the Lord
with all my heart and soul and mind and
strength. I want to be strong until the end.”

That’s why when he turned 40 he decided
it was time to start prioritizing his physical
fitness.

“It was about then I started gaining un-
wanted weight and knew I needed to do
something to take better care
of myself,” he said. “I was
spiritually fit, but my physical
fitness was nonexistent.”

So Whitley started walking,
and walking became jogging.
Then jogging turned into run-
ning marathons. Now he has
run at least a mile for more
than 1,000 days in a row and
he does CrossFit, an exercise
regimen that adds muscle
strength.

All of that has helped him in
several ways, he said.

“First I sweat to forget.
Sweating takes my mind off of
the stress associated with shep-
herding a family of faith,” he said.

He also runs to endure, he said. With three
sermons each Sunday, exhaustion happens,
but “exercise helps me press on.”

And it helps him stay focused, he said. “I
often practice my sermon or memorize Scrip-
ture when I run. In doing so, the exercise
helps me think more clearly.”

Trussville

Staying disciplined

Exercise also keeps Whitley disciplined in
other areas of his life, he said.

“The pastor must be the most disciplined
person in the church. And people know
whether or not he is disciplined by the way he
takes care of himself physically and spiritu-
ally.”

Physical fitness matters, he said.

“A call to ministry is a call to excellence.
It is also a call to be prepared. It should also
matter that as men and women of God, we
should do our best ‘to present our bodies as
a living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1). I work on my
physical fitness in order to glorify God in all
things.”

Otis Corbitt, director of missions for Cov-
ington Baptist Association, said the fitness
regimen he does three days a week benefits
his ministry too.

“Twelve-hour days are common in the
ministry and I have the endurance to negoti-

way he takes care
of himself physically
and spiritually.”

Pastor Ryan Whitley
Crosspoint Church,

“The pastor must
be the most
disciplined person
in the church.

And people know
whether or not he
is disciplined by the

ate those easily because of my
fitness level,” he said. “Also,

I believe physical fitness sup-
ports both emotional and spiri-
tual resilience, as well as help-
ing us maintain mental acuity.”

Corbitt said he believes it
even helps pastors resist colds
and other illnesses.

“I believe the beneficial
results are worth the time and
effort,” he said. “Exercising is a commitment,
no doubt, but it maintains the temple of the
Holy Spirit in good working order, so it is
definitely worth it.”

John Thweatt, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Pell City, said that’s why he does
strength training too.

“My weight has gone up and down over
the years, but I think it sets an example when
pastors are healthy,” he said.

Unsplash.com

It also keeps him able to do the ministry
God has for him, he said.

“It helps me keep going for longer and able
to keep going on missions trips and do other
things I wouldn’t be able to do if I was in
poor physical shape,” Thweatt said.

He said going to the gym also provides his
best opportunity to build relationships with
the lost.

‘Great ministry opportunity’

“It’s the only place I'm around lost people
on a regular basis,” he said.

He’s there five days a week for about an
hour and a half, lifting weights and talking to
people. And over the months and years he’s
built relationships, answered people’s ques-
tions about life and the Bible and seen some
of them start coming to church.

“It’s a great ministry opportunity,” Thweatt
said. "

Where do I begin?

P One of the safest ways to get started
is to try brisk walking (or some other low-
impact activity) for spurts of 10 minutes.

P Aim for a pace where your breathing
and heart rate are elevated but you can still
talk in sentences. (This is called moderate
intensity.)

P Next try building up from one brisk
walk of 10 minutes a day to two brisk walks
of 10 minutes (or 10 minutes plus five min-
utes). You can do it in one long block or two
shorter blocks at different times in the day.

P Start doing this every other day and

work your way up. If 10 minutes a day
seems too easy, start with longer, but you
should still move up gradually. You can step
up the time, intensity or both if you can
handle it.

» Your goal is to get to 150 to 300 min-
utes of moderate-intensity exercise each
week.

P Including some higher-intensity ex-
ercise (where your heart and breathing rate
mean you can speak only a few words at a
time) will bring extra health benefits once
your body is fit and strong enough to do it.

Source: ABC News
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TOGETHER

Associations see celebration-style annual meetings drawing bigger crowds, inspiring involvement

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist
eal Hughes said he can re-
member the days when as-
sociational meetings were
three-day events.
“We would meet at this
church one day, at another
church the next day, have covered-dish din-
ners, walk through extended business meet-
ings and have preachers at night,” he said.
Those were great in that day — every-
body came, said Hughes, director of mis-
sions for Montgomery Baptist Association.
But over the years it was shortened to
two days, then one. Then

they have a brief, 45-minute business meet-
ing at 5 p.m. before all the fun begins.

“It’s a sweet time,” Hughes said. “We
want people to come and not want to leave.”

This celebration style of associational
meeting “seems to really put a fire in folks
for what’s happening in the association,”
said Rick Barnhart, director of the office of
associational missions and church planting
for the Alabama Baptist State Board of Mis-
sions.

And the missions fair aspect lets network-
ing take place so that people can get inspired
by the opportunities around them, he said.

“It gives them the chance to fellowship

and get to know each oth-

oohed o ercl  “Younger people ¢ Bt They
ear more stories of what’s
gather together like they aren’t into happening, and it can cause

used to,” he said.

And Hughes said his
association began to try to
figure out a way to adapt.

“We knew that the truth
was we had one night a
year to get the entire body
of believers together to
thank the Lord Jesus for all
He’s doing in the River Re-
gion,” he said. “We wanted
to maximize that.”

So they began to rethink
their format, and as they did, they decided to
go for the feel of a celebration rather than a
business meeting.

At 6 p.m., they have a big meal that feels
like a reception. People grab a plate of food,
then walk around a missions fair to talk to
local ministries and state Baptist entities.

It gives people personal interaction with a
number of ministries rather than hearing a
few reports given from the pulpit.

“We want to be about inspiring because
we realize we’re mobilizing our greatest
missions force to the River Region,” Hughes
said.

Then at 7 p.m., they start the celebration
and “we punch it for an hour and a half,” he
said. It’s a packed time of music, testimo-
nies and video stories of what God is doing
through area churches and ministries. This
year that will include a mass choir.

The only business they do during the cele-
bration is to welcome the watch-care church-
es into the association so that everyone can
welcome them with applause, he said.

But to meet the associational bylaws’
requirements for other necessary business,

institutions, they are
into relationships.”

John Thomas
director of missions,
Southeast Alabama Baptist
Association

more movement in their
congregations.”

John Thomas, director
of missions for Southeast
Alabama Baptist Asso-
ciation (SABA), said his
association moved to the
celebration format in 2017.
It was a format he had tried
while serving as associate
director of Calhoun Baptist
Association (see story, page
5), and it worked so well
that he knew he wanted to start it in South-
east Alabama Association too.

“In Calhoun we had found that the people
just weren’t coming to the business meet-
ings, especially the young adults,” he said.

That was the issue at Southeast Alabama
Association too, so he encouraged the
switch. And in 2017 they had more than 750
people attend.

‘Celebrate what God is doing’

“We changed the name from ‘annual
meeting’ to the ‘SABA Celebration,”” he
said. “That’s the focus of what we want to
do is celebrate what God is doing through
our churches.”

Like Montgomery Association, they take
a Sunday evening and invite area Baptists to
wander through a missions fair.

“Last year they heard stories and they
went away saying, “We can do that too,”” he
said. “That’s what we were hoping for.”

They have missions activities for kids and
they have a car show and other things to
demonstrate outreach ministries that church-
es could use.

Photo courtesy of John Thomas

Southeast Alabama Baptist Association (SABA) holds a time of worship during
its 2017 SABA Celebration. More than 750 people were in attendance.

And during the celebration service, they
incorporate the music styles of all kinds of
churches in the association.

“We orchestrated a worship set that
was representative of all of our churches,”
Thomas said.

A praise team from a multicultural church
led, as did the Hispanic church. They also
included contemporary music and hymns.

“It’s to celebrate the fact that we may
worship differently but we worship the same
God,” Thomas said. “On any given Sunday
you can go and experience this in some of
our churches. We’re very diverse. It’s a pic-
ture of that.”

All of this is geared to build relationships
and let ministry flow out of that, he said.
“Younger people aren’t into institutions,
they are into relationships. So we are trying
to establish those relationships,” he said.

Thomas Wright, executive director of
missions for Mobile Baptist Association,
said his association has been working hard
to find what works best for their people.

“The Mobile moderators and planning
committee have tried various approaches to
increase involvement at our annual missions
celebration,” he said.

The challenge is often finding the most
effective way to include parachurch orga-
nizations but also tell the story of the as-

sociation’s ministry well, he said.

“Churches support ministries they see
make a difference. An association often
works behind the scenes challenging and
coordinating the work of the churches,”
Wright said.

Telling their story

He and other Mobile leaders want to
make sure they keep the focus on ministries
with good financial and theological account-
ability, he said. They want to tell the right
stories and tell them well.

They’ve done much research. They’ve
tried different nights of the week. They’ve
tried different kinds of services. And while
they are still working through the challeng-
es, they’ve found that a streamlined celebra-
tion is the most effective way for them to
tell their association’s story.

This year will be their second year for a
Sunday evening celebration and a children’s
missions festival, he said.

Charlie Howell, executive director of mis-
sions for Madison Baptist Association, said
his association started streamlining their
business too and focusing more on a cel-
ebration several years ago.

“It brings us all together,” he said. “There
are not just reports but fellowship, preach-
ing, music and a big meal. People turn out
for this.” 3¢



Rural associations hold semiannual
meetings but consider changes

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

oey Rodgers says in his as-
J sociation there are no big
churches.

“The biggest one may run
100 to 120,” he said.

But the beauty of Conecuh
Baptist Association is that fel-
lowship is sweet when everyone
gathers together at one of those
rural churches twice a year for
meetings. For years now the as-
sociation has met semiannually
— once in the spring and once
in the fall.

A handful of other rural as-
sociations including Cherokee,
Dale, Sand Mountain and
Tennessee River have done
the same thing for years. The
reason that got started was so
that associational leaders could
be elected in the spring, just in
time for the statewide associa-
tional leaders conference held
at Shocco Springs each year.

But this year that conference
went away in favor of different
kinds of leadership confer-
ences, and with it went the
necessity of the spring meeting,
Rodgers said.

So now he and others are
considering whether or not to
move to just a fall meeting.

Dwight Everett, director of
missions for Tennessee River
Baptist Association, says that’s
on the table for his association
to consider — but he doesn’t
know that anyone will actually
want to change it.

“When I first came here as di-
rector of missions, I said, ‘Boy,
we’re going to stop that spring
meeting,” but it was so well at-
tended that we didn’t,” he said.
“The fellowship is what makes
that happen — they just love
getting together. They don’t get
to see each other too often.”

Rodgers said he sees the

same thing in Conecuh Asso-
ciation — small churches at the
end of a long dirt road that love
the excuse to get together and
encourage each other.

“For instance, right now
we’ve got three churches with-
out pianists and they sing and
do the best they can without it,
but it’s such an encouragement
for them to join together and
get to worship with musicians
from other churches,” he said.
“It also lets them know they
aren’t alone.”

Like Everett, he has a feeling
most of his association won’t
want to make the switch.

Community is vital

In larger cities and counties
there’s a transient feel, but not
in Rodgers’ area. Community
among the churches that span
the rural county’s population is
vital, he said. “But we do want
to stay effective and relevant, so
we’ll be considering new ways
to pull churches together and
build up fellowship.”

Rick Barnhart, director of the
office of associational missions
and church planting for the
Alabama Baptist State Board
of Missions, said he’s seen
the way semiannual meetings
can build up community in the
state’s rural associations.

They can bring opportunities
for larger revivals, different mu-
sic and different messages than
they usually hear, and they “are
able to build camaraderie that
way” too, he said.

Jim Hill, director of missions
for Dale Baptist Association,
said the extra fellowship time
allowed by the spring meeting
is definitely a bonus.

“Not only that, it keeps our
folks accountable and keeps the
association in the ‘news’ and in
front of people,” he said.

Photo by Debbie Campbell

Dwight Everett, director of missions for Tennessee River Bap-
tist Association, speaks at the semiannual meeting April 16.
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People gather at the missions fair during the Calhoun Baptist Association annual meeting at
Westwood Baptist Church, Alexandria, in 2016, the first year the association switched to a

New style

"MEETING

Calhoun Association praises God for what He’s doing

oger Willmore said he inherited the as-
sociation’s new style of annual meeting
when he became director of missions for
Calhoun Baptist Association a couple of
years ago.
And so far, he said, it’s been excellent.
Much like some others in the state (see story,
page 4), Calhoun Association opted to

celebration-style format.

ministries, but Willmore said he’s found the oppo-
site to be true.

“What really excites me about that is that through
visual aids, resources and personal contact we
can communicate so much more than you can in a
three-minute spot in a business meeting,” Willmore
said. This year the evening worship rally will fea-
ture Richard Blackaby as guest speaker. It

rethink the traditional business meeting
format in favor of a celebration service
that invited area churches to praise God
for what He’s doing through local and
state ministries.

This year Calhoun Association will
hold its meeting Oct. 14 at Golden
Springs Baptist Church, Anniston. There
will be a business session in the after-
noon, but the main event will be a mis-

also will feature a combined choir.

“The last two years we’ve done that,
and the choir and music leaders have hit
home runs,” Willmore said.

In 2017 they hit some bumps in the
road with severe weather, but the year be-
fore, 580 attended the worship rally.

“We are expecting a good attendance
this year too,” Willmore said, noting that
he’s already heard people in the commu-

sions fair.

Disaster relief

The association’s disaster relief team also will
have its trailers and equipment on site for messen-
gers and guests to tour and see. “The fair will dis-
play and highlight the many ministries of Calhoun
Baptist Association and the Alabama Baptist State
Board of Missions,” Willmore said. “For many of
our people, this might be the first time they’ve got-
ten to go inside a disaster relief trailer and see what
they do.”

On the surface it might seem like not allowing
entities to give reports would take away from state

WILLMORE

nity expressing excitement over Blackaby
coming.

Blackaby also will lead a Monday morning pas-
tors’ and church leaders’ conference the following
day, an event to which directors of missions and
others from the surrounding area are invited to at-
tend. That will be held at Iron City Baptist Church,
Anniston, which is led by Cody Hale — a pastor
currently involved in Blackaby’s mentoring pro-
gram.

“I’'m excited about that and so is Cody,” Willmore
said. “We’re going to try to make that a good disci-
pling hour.” (TAB)
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» Jason Rothe is the new pastor of
First Church, Silverhill. He holds de-
grees from the University of Alabama at
Birmingham and New Orleans Seminary.
He previously served as a pastor of Sum-
mit Church, Loganville, Georgia; Mineral
Springs Church, Clanton; and Berney
Points Church, Hoover. He and his wife,
Tracie, have two children.

ESCAMBIA

» Larry Patterson is the new interim
pastor of First Church, Atmore. He previ-
ously served as pastor of Southside Church,
Bay Minette. He and his wife, Wanda, have
three children and five grandchildren.

COFFEE

» First Church, Enterprise, will
hold VBS on June 3, 4-7 p.m. and June
4-7, 8:30 a.m.—noon. Ben Bowden is
pastor. » First Church, New Brockton,
will hold VBS on June 3-6, 5:30-8:30
p.m. Nathan Sims is pastor. » Damascus
Church, Elba, will hold VBS on June
3-8, 6-8:30 p.m. Steve Watson is
pastor. » Macedonia Church, Enterprise,
will hold VBS on June 3-8, 6-8:30 p.m.
Randy Walker is pastor. » Church on Boll
Weevil Circle, Enterprise, will hold VBS
on June 10-13, 5-8 p.m. John Granger is
pastor. » Hillcrest Church, Enterprise,
will hold VBS on June 11-15, 8:55 a.m.—
12:15 p.m. Day camp for children 1st-6th
grade will be 12:15-2:30 p.m. Michael
Mynatt is pastor. » New Home Church,
Enterprise, will hold VBS on June 10,

5-7 p.m. and June 11-14, 6-8:30 p.m.
Family night will be June 15, 6 p.m. Clif-

ford Quincey is pastor. » Mount Pleasant

Church, Enterprise, will hold VBS on
June 10-14, 5:30-8 p.m. Roger Richards
is interim pastor. » First Church, Elba,
will hold VBS on June 10, 5-8:30 p.m.
and June 11-14, 8:30-11:30 a.m. Michael
Woodham is pastor.

MORGAN

» Grace Point Church, Somerville,

will hold VBS on June 11-15, 6-8:30 p.m.

Family night will be June 15, 6 p.m. Food
will be served each night. For more infor-
mation call 256-778-0115 or visit www.
gracepointbaptist.com.

ST. CLAIR

» Cook Springs Church, Pell City, will

celebrate its 160th anniversary and home-
coming June 3, 10 a.m. Special music will
be provided by Richard Robertson. Lunch
will be at noon.

WALKER
» David Byrd recently celebrated 20

years as pastor of Northside Church, Jas-

per. The church recognized him May 20
with a gift and framed proclamation. He
and his wife, Marilyn, have two children.

WASHINGTON
» Pleasant Hill Church, Millry, will

hold a homecoming service June 3, 10 a.m.

Lunch will follow. Leon Parnell is interim
pastor. 3

UNIVERSITY OF MOBILE ALUMNI AND FRIENDS ARE INVITED
TO JOIN DR. AND MRS. TIMOTHY L. SMITH, PRESIDENT AND
FIRST LADY OF UNIVERSITY OF MOBILE AT THE

This event coincides with the annual meeting of the
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

MONDAY, JUNE 11 / 6:30 PM.

Campisi’s Restaurant / 1520 Elm Street, Suite 111
Dallas, Texas 75201

Guests are welcome.

RSVP BY JUNE 6 AT UMOBILE.EDU/MEET-GREET.

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY FOR PEOPLE IN THE PEW

Christology Through Imagery

Light of the World

By Jerry Batson, Th.D.
Special to The Alabama Baptist
e continue this week thinking
about Christology through
imagery. Previously we’ve
discussed the images of word,
lamb and bread. Today we add light.
The Gospel of John opens with the dec-
laration that in Christ “was life and the
life was the light of men. And the light
shines in the darkness and the darkness
did not comprehend it” (1:4-5).

Jesus also uses this image of light
on other occasions. One such occa-
sion is recorded in John 8. He had
just displayed divine compassion on
a sinful woman whose accusers inter-
rupted Jesus teaching in the temple by
throwing the woman at His feet to test
Him on the law’s provision for ston-
ing to death in cases of adultery. Christ
was surrounded by spiritual darkness
as He sat in the temple. Spiritual dark-
ness blinded the religious leaders who
sought to put Jesus on the spot by cit-
ing a provision in the Old Covenant law
about stoning adulterers.

In front of Jesus where she had been
thrown to the ground was the woman
whose life was full of moral darkness.
In His response Christ chose not to
condemn the woman, but to admon-
ish her to quit her sin, at which point
Jesus continued speaking to the temple
crowd, saying, “I am the Light of the
World. He who follows Me shall not
walk in darkness, but have the light of
life” (John 8:12). Both religious hypo-
crites and sinful outsiders were lost in
their darkness.

‘Works of God’

Later as Jesus left the temple He
passed a man who from birth had been
living in physical darkness. He saw in
that blind man an opportunity for “the
works of God to be revealed in him”
(John 9:3). Just before restoring sight
to the blind man, Christ declared to His
disciples, “I must work the works of
Him who sent Me while it is day; the
night is coming when no one can work.

As long as I am in the world, I am the
Light of the World” (John 9:4-5). The
double use of the claim “I am the Light
of the World” on separate occasions re-
inforces the importance of the image of
Christ as light.

During the week before His crucifix-
ion Christ cried aloud to a crowd who
demonstrated they loved the praise of
men more than the praise of God: “I
have come as a light into the world,
that whoever believes in Me should
not abide in darkness” (John 12:46).
Not only was Christ the Light when He
walked the earth, He will be so in eter-
nity when new heavens and new earth
are lighted by the Light of the World in
all His glory (Rev. 21:23).

Be extensions of light

What are we to glean about Christ
from this imagery of light? As to His per-
son, the image suggests His divine nature
in that the Bible tells us that God is light
(1 John 1:5); thus, for Christ to also make
a claim to light points to His divinity.

He is God come in flesh. Light always
operates best where there is darkness.
Therefore when Christ enters a believer’s
life He dispels the darkness of spiritual
ignorance, impurity and falsehood.

His presence in a person’s life brings
the light of spiritual understanding,
purity and truth. The Light-bearer be-
came the light-bringer in order to be the
darkness-dispeller for sinners. As Christ
shines through His followers, we be-
come extensions of the light through His
life reflected from usi®

Jerry Batson is

a retired Alabama
Baptist pastor who
also has served as
associate dean of
Beeson Divinity
School at Samford
University and
professor of several
schools of religion
during his career.
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Questions remain

No word yet on Patterson’s SBC convention sermon

(continued from page 1)
will house and curate the libraries of sev-
eral prominent Southern Baptist leaders,
including Patterson, as well as extensive
archives from the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Conservative Resurgence,
according to a March 14 press release from
SWBTS. The center also includes an apart-
ment for the theologian-in-residence.

Patterson’s removal as SWBTS president
comes after comments made by Patterson
in 2000 regarding spousal abuse and di-
vorce were brought to light once again in
an article in The Washington Post. Patter-
son told the story of a woman in his church
who had been beaten by her husband. Pat-
terson urged her not to seek a divorce but
instead to pray for her husband.

The article was not the first to discuss
the comments, but it sparked three weeks
of examination and criticism of the de-
nomination’s stance on issues of abuse and
the treatment of women.

In response to the article, nearly 3,300
people, most of them Southern Baptist
women, signed an open letter asking SBC
leaders not to allow “the biblical view of
leadership to be misused in such a way that
a leader with an unbiblical view of author-
ity, womanhood and sexuality be allowed
to continue in leadership.”

‘Please forgive’

On May 10, Patterson issued “An Apol-
ogy to God’s People,” in which he said his
comments had “obviously been hurtful to
women in several possible ways.”

“I wish to apologize to every woman
who has been wounded by anything I have
said that was inappropriate or that lacked
clarity. We live in a world of hurt and sor-

row, and the last thing that I need to do is
add to anyone’s heartache. Please forgive
the failure to be as thoughtful and care-
ful in my extemporaneous expression as |
should have been,” Patterson wrote.

While the trustees were meeting on May
22, The Washington Post released another
article, this one recounting the story of
a female student at Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary (SEBTS) in Wake
Forest, North Carolina, who said she was
raped by a male SEBTS student in 2003
while Patterson was president of that semi-
nary.

When the woman went to administra-
tion, she said she was advised by Patterson
not to report the incident to police.

‘They shamed ... me’

“‘They shamed the crap out of me,
asking me question after question,”” the
woman told the Post. “‘He didn’t necessar-
ily say it was my fault, but [the sense from
him was] I let him into my home.””

In a statement by SWBTS trustees that
broadly addressed Patterson’s handling of
comments and events, they affirmed a mo-
tion stating Patterson had complied with
reporting laws regarding sexual assault and
abuse and that the seminary stands against
all forms of abuse.

The board also sided with SWBTS semi-
nary Ph.D. student Nathan Montgomery —
whose tuition break was revoked and who
was fired from his campus job by SWBTS
for tweeting an April 30 blog post written
by Ed Stetzer, executive director of the Bil-
ly Graham Center at Wheaton College in
[llinois, calling for Patterson’s retirement.
The board said there was no evidence of
misconduct in his employment file.

In that post Stetzer also said that
if Patterson preached the conven-
tion sermon as planned on Wednes-
day, June 13, at the SBC annual
meeting in Dallas, it would send
a negative message to the world
about Southern Baptists.

“If Patterson preaches at the
SBC, he will, because of his past
work, get a standing ovation. Ev-
ery news story will point to that
moment ... and say that Southern
Baptists don’t take abuse seriously.
And it’s not just a public relations
crisis. It’s a message to women that
we must not send,” Stetzer wrote.

In a May 23 blog post, Stetzer
reiterated those comments.

“Dr. Patterson should not (and
must not) preach the SBC annual
meeting sermon,” he wrote.

Frank Jones said he agrees with
Stetzer. “I think it would be very
awkward for him to speak,” Jones
said. “We would probably get the
wrong kind of media coverage from out-
side media, and it would not help our
cause as Southern Baptists.”

Whether or not Patterson will deliver the
convention sermon remains to be seen.

In a May 11 statement, SBC President
Steve Gaines said he “does not have the
authority to make that decision,” nor does
the SBC Committee on Order of Business.

“It was the messengers of the 2017
SBC meeting that selected Dr. Patterson
to preach the 2018 Convention Sermon,”
Gaines wrote. “There are only two scenar-
ios in which Dr. Patterson will not preach
the Convention Sermon: 1) the messengers

BNG photo

Stained-glass windows of Paige and Dorothy
Patterson as well as several other SBC leaders

are on display at Southwestern Seminary.

of the SBC vote at the annual meeting in
Dallas for him not to do so, or 2) Dr. Pat-
terson personally withdraws from that
responsibility. In either case, the alternate
preacher, Dr. Kie Bowman, would preach
the Convention Sermon.”

Charles Patrick, vice president for stra-
tegic initiatives and communications at
SWBTS, told The Alabama Baptist in an
email May 24 that no decision had been
made on whether Patterson would preach
at the convention.

“He’s presently out of town at his grand-
daughter’s wedding,” Patrick said.

Alabama pastor Patrick remorseful for social media comments

By Jennifer Davis Rash

The Alabama Baptist

H is account had to have been hacked;
surely it was hacked. This does not

sound like Rick Patrick at all.”

More than a few Alabama Baptists
repeated this sentiment over and over in
their minds — and many stated some form
of it out loud — the afternoon

It was in the relentless hours of waiting
to hear the fate of Paige Patterson that emo-
tions built and online chatter intensified.
Patrick, pastor of First Baptist Church, Syl-
acauga, was among those watching from
afar and — in a self-described momentary
lapse of judgment — ended up in a media
firestorm of his own.

of May 22. For those intricately
involved in Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC) life, the 13-
hour Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary trustee meeting
in Fort Worth, Texas, became an
online reality show of sorts.

As the trustees met to decide the
fate of their embattled leader (see

“I posted my comment when [
was extremely upset at the news
of my ministry hero’s (likely)
firing,” Patrick wrote in his May
23 apology and letter of resigna-
tion from his role as executive
director of the board of Connect
316 and publisher of the blog
SBC Today. “T will not repeat
the comment, for it was honestly

story, page 1), concerned Baptists
and others hung anxiously on the
Twitter feeds of the media repre-

sentatives camped out in the hallway outside
the closed-door meeting at the seminary.

PATRICK

reprehensible and completely un-

worthy of Christ. I do not speak

of such things in my daily con-
versation. It is truly not who I am. After
lashing out with sarcasm, I realized how

wrong [ was and removed the post from
the private Facebook group after about 90
seconds. However, someone had already
taken a screen shot and posted it publicly.
My sin was thus exposed on social media.”

Patrick’s comment targeted the timing
of the latest round of news reports about
Patterson as well as the #MeToo move-
ment in general.

‘Truly sorry’

At press time, Patrick was attempting to
contact each of the five men he mentioned
in his post to apologize. He also resigned
from his position on The Alabama Baptist
board of directors, effective May 23.

“Even preachers make mistakes and
Tuesday (May 22) I made a big one,”
Patrick wrote in his apology letter to the
members of First Baptist, Sylacauga. “I
am truly, truly sorry. I am grieved beyond
words. I will learn from this. And it will
never happen again. If you can find it in

your heart to do so, please forgive me.”

Larry Morrison, minister of education
and administration for First, Sylacauga,
confirmed that Patrick is “remorseful,
very broken and really repentant” and said
church leadership is committed to walking
with Patrick through his healing.

“We are working with him to encourage
him and help restore him,” Morrison said.
“This was out of character for Rick and
while it doesn’t excuse what he wrote, we
do want to help him through this. None of
us is without sin and none can cast the first
stone.”

Patrick met with church leaders May 23
to determine the plan going forward which
will include a refocusing of his attention
to be solely on God, his family and the
church and removing himself completely
from denominational politics.

“We want to move forward in a positive
way and still be open to God’s leadership,”
Morrison said. 3
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Photo courtesy of Robin Caddell

Craig Coblentz (left), a member of FBC Montgomery, and Harold McLemore of the Alabama Department of Agriculture lay the plastic culture in the Master’s Garden.

FBC Montgomery’s ‘Master’s Garden’ meets food needs in Chisholm neighborhood

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist
“food desert” — that’s
the label the Chisholm
neighborhood carried when
volunteers from First Bap-
tist Church, Montgomery,
planted the first seeds in a vacant lot there
several years ago.

“Being a food desert meant a large por-
tion of the residents lived out of walking
distance of a store where they could buy
healthy food,” said Rhonda Thompson,

director of the Nehemiah Center.
And for her and others at First Baptist,
Montgomery, that just wasn’t OK.

‘Relationship ministry’

The goal of the Nehemiah Center — an
arm of the church’s Community Ministries
— was to meet human needs in Chisholm
in the name of Jesus. Some of that took
place through mentoring, job training,
kids’ clubs and English as a Second Lan-
guage classes.

“We’re a relationship ministry,” Thomp-

Photo courtesy of Robin Caddell

Children from Highland Gardens Elementary School, just a couple of blocks
from the garden, pick strawberries at the Master’s Garden on a field trip.

son said. “We have been and always will
be in it for the long haul. We want to meet
human needs and build relationships.”

And as they assessed needs, one of the
area’s biggest felt needs was food.

So the Master’s Garden was planted, a
2.5-acre plot of land that breathes life into
the community. It has
produced 6,000 pounds
of produce to be shared
with those who need
it in addition to what’s
harvested from the 66
10-foot-by-12-foot
plots that Chisholm
residents plant and tend.

“It has given an oasis
there in Chisholm,” said
Robin Caddell, who
serves as volunteer master gardener. “The
gardeners come out, they’ll picnic and
their children will play on the playground.
They watch out for each other’s plots. It’s
created community.”

Thompson said that’s her favorite part.

“The best part of the garden is the com-
munity,” she said. “We’ve got people who
are coming together, working side by
side.”

That’s no small feat in an area where
racial tensions run high, she said. In the
area, which also is riddled with drug hous-
es, residents tend to clash.

But at the Master’s Garden — where
around a dozen nationalities tend plots —
people get along.

“It’s been a way to integrate people in

For more information
about the Community
Ministries of FBC

Montgomery, visit
montgomeryfbc.org/
community-ministries.

the community, a place where they can
come and feel wanted,” Thompson said.

And Caddell said it’s ever growing.

“Last year we had 47 residents apply for
plots and this year we have 66,” she said.
“It’s truly caught on in the community.”

In recent months, they planted 1,500
commercial strawberry
plants and invited near-
by elementary school
classes for field trips to
pick fruit. Back in the
fall, they planted pump-
kins and hosted similar
trips.

And at certain times
each year, volunteers
host Vacation Bible
School for area children
there at the garden.

Tim Cearley, minister of programs for
First, Montgomery’s Community Min-
istries, said for him the impact on the
children — and the impact on the world
through the different cultures represented
— is what it’s all about.

“That’s the heart of it for me,” he said.
“One of the children who was there for
one of the events a few weeks ago looked
around and said, ‘This is heaven. This is
heaven for me.””

That’s what all the volunteers hope —
that it will be a place for the neighborhood
to find real peace.

“It’s a blessing to be out there and see
God producing things as we do our part,”

99 e

Cearley said. “It’s amazing.” 3
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fresh food

Shelby Association’s garden to be ‘positive enhancement’ to its food ministry

By Grace Thornton
The Alabama Baptist

or years, a woman in Texas had her
eye on a piece of property in Shelby
County.
And for years, the staff of Shelby
Baptist Association had been praying
about starting a garden that could provide fresh
food for the community.
Neither knew God had something special in
mind, said Keith Brown, church and community
ministries director for Shelby Association.

And in the process they also realized they would
need about $5,000 to build it out.

But Hugh Richardson, Shelby Association direc-
tor of missions, said God had that covered too.

Funding in place

“Recently Keith sat down with the lady donat-
ing the property, and as they were talking about the
details, she said, ‘The Lord told me I needed to give
you $5,000 toward this too,”” Richard-
son said.

Now they had the place, the funding

“It was a 38-acre farm that was her
old home place, and she had asked if the
property came up for sale if she could be
one of the first ones to make an offer on
it,” Brown said.

It did. She made her offer and quickly
felt God telling her to do something spe-
cific.

“She told her realtor that she wanted to
set aside a part of it for a garden for the

and the manpower.

This July student teams
participating in a local
service week called
Unite will work to
build the beds and
start planting.

The produce that
comes from the gar-
den will be a “posi-

community,” Brown said. BROWN
That realtor was a member of First
Baptist Church, Harpersville, and he sug-
gested she contact Shelby Association.
“It was an answer to years of prayer for us,”
Brown said.

Extensive research

And with that, the association got busy prepar-
ing the two-acre plot for use. A Shelby Associa-
tion intern who had studied financial planning did
extensive research on the best way to leverage the
garden.

“He did a really impressive six-page report with
a proposed diagram for how to lay it out,” Brown
said.

They decided elevated grow beds would be the
best way to use the space — and the easiest layout
for volunteers to maintain.

tive enhancement” to
the work of the association’s
food ministry, Richardson said.
“It will provide us with fresh veg-
etables for those who come to
us for help in our daily bread
shop,” he said. “We have a
lot of bread-type prod-
ucts, but people need
vegetables t0o0.”
Brown agreed.
“For those who are food
insecure, this will help them
have a well-balanced diet. We
serve a lot of people across the
county through our food pantry
and mobile food pantry. This will
help us do that in an even better

9 e

way.” 3

“For those who are food insecure, this will help them have

a well-balanced diet. We serve a lot of people across the
county through our food pantry and mobile food pantry.

123rf.com

This will help us do that in an even better way.”

Keith Brown

church and community ministries director, Shelby Baptist Association
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TAB CLASSIFIEDS

CHURCH POSITIONS

PASTOR

New Haven Baptist, Anniston,
Alabama, is looking for a pastor.
Send resumeés to: 100 New Ha-
ven Rd., Anniston, AL 36201,
nhbc435@bellsouth.net, fax:
256-237-2604.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR

FOR WORSHIP & MUSIC
Concord Baptist Church, a
vibrant and growing church in
Anderson, S.C., is seeking an
associate pastor for worship and
music. This person must have
the calling, gifting, training and
heart to lead a large and diverse
ministry of worship. We are ex-
cited about our future! For a job
description and/or to submit a
resumé/profile, please contact
jjames@concordbaptist.com.
Please also visit concordbaptist.
com for more information about
our congregation.

YOUTH MINISTER

Babbie Baptist Church is seeking
a full-time youth minister. The
youth minister will oversee the
communications/evangelism/
discipleship training/events and
activities of the youth ministry.
For detailed job description,
visit our website: babbiebaptist.
com. Interested persons must
send a resumé with references
and work experience to: Babbie
Baptist Church, 19863 Babbie
Rd., Andalusia, AL 36420,

or email to: babbiebaptist@
centurylink.net.

STUDENT MINISTER
Full-time student minister posi-
tion available at First Baptist
Church, Alexander City, AL
35010. Please send resumé to:
spsc@fbc-ac.org.

YOUTH PASTOR

Raimund Heights Baptist Church
in Bessemer is looking for a part-
time youth pastor to work with

a small group of young people.
Send email with resumé to:
tncdhim.2@hotmail.com.

MINISTER TO CHILDREN &
FAMILIES

First Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville is seeking a full-time min-
ister to children and families.
More information is available at
fbchsv.org/employment. Resu-
més and inquiries may be sent
to: search@fbchsv.org.

OTHER POSITIONS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

OF MISSIONS

The Birmingham Baptist Asso-
ciation is a network of biblically
faithful churches building one
another up and working togeth-
er to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion and the Great Command-
ment of Jesus Christ. The execu-
tive director of missions provides
visionary leadership for the asso-
ciation staff, its ministries and its
financial support. The executive
director of missions should be an
effective communicator of the
gospel who is able to work with
leaders from churches of various
sizes and settings. The ability to
represent the association among
other city leaders is vital. Resu-
més can be submitted to: Greg
Corbin, 2865 Old Rocky Ridge
Rd., Birmingham, AL 35243, or
gcorbin@lakesidebaptist.com.

BUSINESS

ELROD MOBILITY —
GREAT PRICES

Stair-lifts, walk-in tubs, lift-chairs
and lightweight take-apart
scooters. Saving people a lot of

money on walk-in tubs, stair-lifts
and showers. Our lift-chairs and
scooters are near internet pric-
ing. A+ rating with BBB. We
service Alabama. 1-800-682-
0658.

NEED A NEW CHURCH
SIGN?

Reliable Sign Services — a
Christian operated, full service,
lighted sign company located
in Pelham, Alabama, for 23
years — is ready to help you ex-
pand your church sign ministry.
From digital message boards to
traditional signs, Reliable Signs
will design, fabricate and install
statewide. www.reliablesigns.
com. 1-800-729-6844 or 205-
664-0955.

TRAVEL/VACATION

GULF SHORES CONDO —
ISLAND SUNRISE

Gulf-front, 2 BRs, 2 BAs, condo
on the beach. Sleeps 6, king/
queen/queen sleeper sofa. Great
view from 4th floor balcony. 3
TVs/free WiFi. Call 256-403-
1068 or 256-453-2162. Email:
ejtimmons2@cableone.net.

LOG CABIN RENTAL

Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished.
Discounts to ministers. Log on
to www.paradisevista.net to see
pictures. Call for reservations at
205-540-3600.

AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDE
CONDOS

Gulf Shores and Orange Beach,
Alabama. Rent direct from
Christian family owners. Lowest
prices on the beach for over 25
years! Call Donna 251-656-
4935, Eddie 205-556-0368,
Don 251-752-2366 or www.
gulfshorescondos.com.

Edward & Sarah Lyrene

Retired ministry couple dies in car crash

dward “Ed” Charles Lyrene, retired pastor of Miflin Bap-

tist Church, Elberta, and his wife, Sarah Ann Carnathan
Lyrene, died May 16 in an automobile crash with a tractor
trailer near Uniontown. He was 75
and she was 70. They had been mar-
ried 48 years.

Edward Lyrene, who founded
Miflin Baptist in Baldwin Baptist As-
sociation in 1991, also served other
churches, including Isney Baptist, Si-
las, in Choctaw Baptist Association.

He studied at the University of
Alabama (UA); Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky; and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Sarah Lyrene also studied at UA and at Judson College in
Marion and was a gifted pianist.

At the time of the accident, they were residents of Northport.
(TAB)

ED & SARAH LYRENE

WANT TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD?
Contact the advertising department of
The Alabama Baptist at 205-870-4720, ext. 102, or
ads@thealabamabaptist.org for pricing information.
Copy deadline is two weeks before publication.

My
JESUS

Story ——

By Sammie Jo Barstow
First Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa
B ooks have guided me

at every juncture of my
life, including my salvation.
In the 1950s there were few
Christian fiction books avail-
able, but Grace Livingston

Hill was a writer whose books
I enjoyed. One day, sitting at
our family dining table read-
ing a Grace Livingston Hill
novel, I read the way to salva-
tion along with the young girl
who was the main character in
the story. When she confessed
her sins and asked Jesus into
her heart, I did the same. I was
baptized a few weeks later.
I’m grateful that now we have
so many wonderful Christian
fiction authors and many
books to tell the Jesus story.3*

REVERSE MORTGAGE
Z‘eéz‘/mony

After some 40 years of ministry, my wife and
| found ourselves with a mortgage balance of
more than 50 percent of the equity. We had
heard of reverse mortgages in Jimmy Dixon’s
article in The Alabama Baptist. | gave Jimmy a call. He came to
our home and clearly explained all the details of a reverse mort-
gage. This was a wonderful time of getting to know Jimmy and
have fellowship with a brother in Christ. We have been blessed
by the Lord who led us to Jimmy and well might | say a very
honest, straight-forward brother who happens to be a bless-
ing to all he meets in the business world. In these difficult days,
thank you Lord for Jimmy.

To make a long story short, we were able to close our reverse
mortgage quickly and in the process we received some cash
back, and most of all we retained ownership of the home for the
rest of our lives and no monthly mortgage payment.

I highly recommend Jimmy. So if you have been thinking of a
reverse mortgage, it costs nothing to find out the
details. Call Jimmy and you will be glad you did.

Yours in Christ, @

Pastor Charles D. Lewis
LENDER

Whitehouse Fork Baptist Church NMLS
#207518

Charles D. Lewis

CONTACT JIMMY DIXON:
205-567-4800 or jdixon@mcgowinking.com

Paid Advertising

Jimmy Dixon




Should inotw

By Leigh Pritchett

C’ll"idtian 1’ e’lry Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist

Christian Henry, 24, played football at and received his degree
from Kentucky Christian University in Grayson. He has been a
youth pastor for six months. He also helps with the men’s ministry
and leads a men’s fitness-and-Bible-study group.

MINISTRY TITLE: R¢iiNESws
CHURCH NAME: 5t Baptist Church, Scottsboro, in Tennessee River

Baptist Association

IR0 DAY D8 2 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the

power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew,

then to the Gentile.” (Rom. 1:16) | |

Q: Describe where you focus your
greatest ministry efforts.

A: As a youth pastor my priority in the
church is to help junior high and senior
high students grow in their faith and to
equip them to live Christian lives. Our
teenage years really set us up for the rest
of our lives and having a foundation root-
ed in Jesus is the best start we can have.

Q: Who was or is one of the most in-
fluential people in your faith life? Why?

A: I've had a lot of influential people
in my life who encouraged me to grow
in my faith, but I would have to say the
greatest influence would have to be my
dad. He has always been there for me
regardless of what the question or need
was. He’s a true servant leader and al-
ways goes out of his way to help others.
That’s exactly what Jesus teaches us and
I think my dad does a great job of that.

Q: Tell about a “‘turning point” in
your life and how God was involved.

A: I was fortunate enough to grow up
in a very Christian family. It wasn’t very
strict, but we had a fair share of rules. I
went off to college and left the comfort
of my home when I was 18. I went off
to a new state (North Dakota) and a
whole new culture. I was about 24 hours
(by car) away from home and I didn’t
know anybody. It was there that I really
questioned my faith. Not that I doubted
God, but (I) asked myself, “Why am I
a Christian? Was my faith my own or
my parents’?” God took me out of my
comfort zone to depend on Him. I would
say it was then that God really helped me

shape my reason for
believing and want-

ing to help others do
the same.

Q: If there were
one thing you could
tell your younger
self about faith,
what would it be?

A: T would tell teenage Christian that
he’s not as cool as he thinks he is. Stop
caring so much about what others think
because you’re not living for their ap-
proval in the first place. Also, don’t
worry so much about the future because
God’s plan for you is way better than
yours.

HENRY

Q: Have you ever read a book or
heard a song that changed the way you
think about God and faith? What was it
and what did you learn from it?

A: T'love hip-hop, especially positive
Christian hip-hop. I could probably give
you about a thousand songs of almost
any genre that have affected me and
changed the way I think, but one song
jumps out at me: “Uncomfortable” by
Andy Mineo. The challenge of the song
is in the name, “Uncomfortable.” I, just
like everyone else, struggle with want-
ing to live life easy and comfortable. But
God tells us that if we’re to serve Him,
we must get out of our comfort zone. We
must learn to sacrifice things that hinder
us from growing closer to God, whether
it’s money, fame or even another person.
If God isn’t at the center, then everything
falls apart.3*

Do you know a person who should be featured as Someone You Should Know?
Send his or her name, a contact number and the reason you think he or she should be
featured to Someone You Should Know, c/o The Alabama Baptist,

3310 Independence Drive, Birmingham, AL 35209, or to news@thealabamabaptist.org.
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The congregations of Benton Baptist Church and Cutting Edge Ministry, both in
Lowndes County, come together in early May for a worship service and lunch
fellowship to celebrate God’s love for all people.

Benton Baptist, Cutting Edge
Ministry break racial barriers

By Jessica Ingram
The Alabama Baptist

T he southern Alabama town of Ben-
ton may only have a population
of 49 but God is still moving in a
mighty way. On May 6, Benton Baptist
Church, a majority white congregation,
partnered with Cutting Edge Ministry, a
majority black congregation, for a joint ser-
vice and fellowship lunch.

“Eleven o’clock on Sunday morning
can be the most

The pastors of both Benton Baptist and
Cutting Edge are overwhelmed by their ex-
periences that Sunday.

It was an extravagant event, Boggan said.
“It was a blessing to see all of us come to-
gether as one and fellowship ... to be as one
people because there’s only one God.”

Exceeded expectations
Tate is amazed at what can happen when
people break out of their normal routines.
“I"m still process-

segregated time. ...
We wanted to have a
mixed service where
mixed services are
hard to find,” said
Lee Tate, pastor of
Benton Baptist, in
Selma Baptist Asso-
ciation.

Frank Boggan,
pastor of Cutting
Edge Ministry, said
the service was a step
to forgetting the past
and moving into the
future. According to
Tate, racism can be-
come an acceptable
sin to many people.

ing it. It was that
good,” Tate said.
“We had really high
expectations and they
were all exceeded. I
speak for my congre-
gation. We expected
God to do something
incredible and we
sold Him short.”

Tate and Boggan
hope the service
demonstrated the
importance of love,
not just among fellow
Christians, but among
all the world.

“It’s important to
love one another and

“When you’re unre-
pentant of it, it stops
the Lord’s work,” he
said.

The service with

Photo courtesy of Lee Tate

Frank Boggan (left), pastor of Cutting
Edge Ministry, and Lee Tate, pastor of
Benton Baptist, look forward to how

pray for one another,”
Boggan said. “God is
love and we should
love others like God
has loved us.”

Cutting Edge Minis-
try was a way to face
racism head-on for his church and the com-
munity. Boggan said the fellowship filled
people physically and spiritually.

It was a time of delicious food and com-
munity.

“We sat among each other, shook hands
and hugged,” Tate said. “It was wonderful
to get together and meet people we didn’t
know.”

God will work in the future.

More than 150
people came together
at Benton Baptist for the service and the
pastors know this gathering is just the be-
ginning.

“We will just continue to pray and be-
lieve in God for the best,” Boggan said.

He is confident that change is coming
and Tate wants to stand alongside him and
see how God will change Benton, Alabama,
the United States and the world.
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Pickens Assoc. collects sunglasses for Brazil

ickens Baptist Association
P has already collected 533
pairs of sunglasses to send
with a missions team to Brazil —
and there are more coming.
The sunglasses, which include

children and adult sizes, will be
distributed at

Pickens Association team leader.
“This particular ministry is

a big drawing card,” he said.

“When locals find out they can

get free glasses, they come to

the clinic and it gives us the op-

portunity to share the gospel with

them.”

an eyeglass
clinic orga-
nized by the
team. The Live
Like Libby
— Love Like
Libby Foun-
dation gave a
donation to the
project that al-
lowed Pickens
Association to
purchase more
than 200 pairs
of sunglasses.
Many of
the churches
within the as-

This will be
the 10th year
Pickens has
sent a group to
Brazil.

In addition
to the eyeglass
clinic, the team
will build a
church in the
village, host
Vacation Bible
School for the
local children
and hold a
health clinic
and haircut

sociation also
collected sun-
glasses for the
trip.

In 2017 the
team in Brazil ran out of sun-
glasses at the eyeglass clinic so
collecting them was a big part of
preparing for this year’s upcom-
ing trip, said Buddy Kirk, the

tion team ran out of sunglasses
at the eyeglass clinic in 2017.

clinic.
Photo courtesy of Buddy Kirk Christians
The Pickens Baptist Associa- ¢, om sev-

eral churches
across Pickens
Association
will partner with a group from
First Baptist Church, Fairhope,
to serve in a Brazilian village
for a week in mid-June. (Jessica
Ingram)

Photo courtesy of Buddy Kirk

For 10 years a team from Pickens Baptist Association has
traveled to Brazil and shared the gospel with villagers through
health clinics, Vacation Bible Schools and construction projects.

“This particular ministry is a big drawing card.
When locals find out they can get free glasses,
they come to the clinic and it gives us the
opportunity to share the gospel with them.”

Buddy Kirk, Pickens Association team leader
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THOUGHTS

SNAPSHOTS OF LIFE WHEN LIFE HAPPENS

Walking the lonely path of regret

egret — it can be a tortu-
ous wave of despair that
keeps on rolling over and

over through our lives.

Whether it be one momen-
tary lapse of good judgment or
a season of unhealthy patterns
that form the perfect storm, the
actual event that leads to regret
changes everything.

And it is rarely ever a
solo punch.

Most often the lives
of everyone connected
to the person suffering
from regret are changed
in some way — and
some forever.

It is more than being disap-
pointed about getting caught or
offering false remorse for receiv-
ing negative pushback.

It is a genuine feeling of re-
pentance that grips us at the cen-
ter of our soul.

Regret is a true feeling of
remorse, deep repentance and
extreme sadness over what has
happened.

You will know it when you see
it. The humility, the despair, the
brokenness seep from the per-
son’s pores.

Surviving the initial blow,
humiliation and blowback is the
first step.

And while that first step is
hard the lonely journey that fol-
lows might be even harder for
the truly repentant.

Space for grace

But brokenness leaves the
regret-filled person with a choice
just as it offers those around
them an opportunity.

For the person walking
through regret, it can provide a
space for God to show us His
grace in a way never experi-
enced before.

When we know more of the

By Jennifer
Davis Rash

Editor-elect

depth of our sin and broken-
ness, we can marvel even more
at the unfathomable love and
forgiveness offered to us through
Christ.

Power in the pain

But we have to make that
choice.

We have to choose to let those
painful memories drive
us to worship and grati-
tude for our forgiveness.

We have to choose
to let our pain push us
toward Christ and away
from deeper sin.

And for people who
are surrounding the person car-
rying regret, it’s a chance to
remember God’s grace and re-
member our own sins too.

None of us is perfect. We all
have the ability to dive headlong
into sin.

We have to call each other to
right choices, but when someone
is truly repentant, we can choose
to walk alongside our broken
brother or sister in love.

That’s who we are. We strive
for holiness.

We repent with sincere hearts.
We bind up our wounded.

The key is real re-
pentance — and real
love. s
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RASHIONAL Tliccs

Invite everyone, invest in a few

By Kevin Blackwell
Excerpt from drkevinblackwell.com

Great disciple-making movements are not
created through large-scale invitations to
crowds. Great disciple-making movements
begin small and grow big. Effective disciple
making doesn’t depend on additions to a
ministry, it involves investing in a few who
will multiply themselves in others.

Disciple-making movements foster mul-
tiplying momentum in the lives of a few,
while traditional discipleship programs
depend on the perpetual motivation of at-
tenders. We have to look no further than
the example of Jesus, the greatest disciple
maker who ever lived, to understand.

Jesus never pandered to the crowds and
never made it His goal to attract large audi-
ences. Actually, the opposite is true. After
He calls the disciples to be “fishers of men”
we find Him with the masses 17 times and
investing in His few disciples 46 times.

Jesus didn’t preach to the whole world
during His ministry, instead He spent the
majority of His time discipling a few men
who would later take His message to the
world.

Clearly, when you study the ministry of
Jesus chronologically that was His model.
If it was good enough for Jesus, it should
be good enough for us.

We are called to equip believers to be
disciple makers. It is a call to repair or
mend while also preparing for use. Mend
and send; repairing while preparing.

As you prepare to welcome big crowds
to church remember that God has not
called you to fill the church, He has called
you to a disciple-making movement.

Disciple-making movements eventu-
ally bring multiplication which, in time,
will bring a great harvest of souls into the
kingdom of God. Who are you currently
discipling and equipping?

How to ruin your life

Excerpted with permission from “How to
Ruin Your Life” by Eric Geiger. Copyright
2018, B&H Publishing Group.

All of us are prone to wander and fall, so
we need people around us who ... love us
enough to confront us when our hearts are
unattended by truth, when our relationships
are unattended by forgiveness and when
our decisions are unattended by the Lord’s
agenda.

To set yourself up for an implosion, sim-
ply fail to surround yourself with people
who will say something to you when they
see your life unattended. To implode,
choose isolation.

To set up your family or friends for im-
plosion, cower and remain silent when you
see something suspicious in their lives.
Don’t speak up; don’t say anything. To help
them to implode, enable isolation by look-
ing the other way.

@ronniefloyd

Anyone can create suspicion about oth-
ers, sow seeds of division in the faith fam-
ily and disunity in relationships. Christian
leaders are called to a higher standard. Lead
high and lead others to unity.

“You, my brothers and sisters,
were called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another
humbly in love. For the entire law
is fulfilled in keeping this one
command: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” If you bite and devour
each other, watch out or you will be
destroyed by each other.

“So I say, walk by the Spirit,
and you will not gratify the desires
of the flesh. For the flesh desires
what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the
flesh. ...

“But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who
belong to Christ Jesus have cruci-
fied the flesh with its passions and
desires. Since we live by the Spirit,
let us keep in step with the Spirit.
Let us not become conceited, pro-
voking and envying each other.”

Galatians 5:13-26
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For 10 years a team from Pickens Baptist Association has
traveled to Brazil and shared the gospel with villagers through
health clinics, Vacation Bible Schools and construction projects.

“This particular ministry is a big drawing card.
When locals find out they can get free glasses,
they come to the clinic and it gives us the
opportunity to share the gospel with them.”

Buddy Kirk, Pickens Association team leader
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

For June 3

Explore the Bible s, pougias k. wiison, Ph.D.

Bible Studies for Life s, kenneth B.E. Roxburgh, Ph.D.

Dean, Office for Global Engagement, University of Mobile

RESPECTED
2 Samuel 1:22-27; 2:1-7

Within the books of historical narrative, 1
Samuel records the transition from the judg-
es period to the monarchy under Saul and
2 Samuel records David’s reign as king. In
1-2 Kings, the account of Solomon’s reign
precedes the split of the kingdom under
his son Rehoboam, after which comes the
eventual fall of Israel in the north and Judah
in the south. All of this provides context for
the reader who may be unfamiliar with Old
Testament history.

God raises up individuals to lead His
people. Sometimes He gives them leaders
they ask for and deserve, as He did with
Saul. At other times He raises up leaders
who will govern His people well and point
them to worship and honor God, as He did
with David. Regardless of the leader Scrip-
ture calls Christians to submit to those who
hold authority over them (see Acts 23:5 and
Heb. 13:17).

Commemoration (1:22-27)

“What a strange response,” some might
say as David commemorated Saul’s life
with poetry. King Saul had pursued David
throughout the land of Israel, seeking to put
him to death. Twice David spared Saul’s life
(1 Sam. 24:1-7; 26:1-11) because David
chose to honor the king God had appointed
over Israel. Why did David sing a funeral
dirge for the king who had been so jealous
of his popularity that he wanted to kill Da-
vid (1 Sam. 18:6-9)?

The answer is honor, both for God and for
the king. For all the injustice David experi-
enced at the hand of Saul, this man was his
ruler. His son Jonathan was David’s closest
friend, one to whom David entrusted his
life when Saul was seeking to destroy him.
Upon hearing of their deaths, David utilized
his creative gift of poetry and his love for
Saul and his family to honor the fallen king.

Coronation (2:1-4a)

David’s coronation came as a fulfillment
of prophecy and as a foreshadowing of the
promised Messiah. Prior to Jacob’s death
in Egypt, he blessed each of his sons with a
prayer and a prophecy. Regarding Judah, Ja-
cob prophesied: “The scepter will not depart
from Judah ... until he whose right it is [or
“until Shiloh”’] comes” (Gen. 49:10). God’s
later covenant with David (2 Sam. 7:12-13)
was that his anointed descendant would
reign over the eternal kingdom.

In this passage David demonstrated his
dependence upon God. He sought God’s
counsel and he obeyed God’s direction. He-
bron served as his base of operation for the
first seven years of his reign (1 Kings 2:11).
Though David had been anointed privately
while Saul still ruled (1 Sam. 16:10-13),
an official coronation took place in which
David was anointed as king over the tribe of
Judah (2 Sam. 2:4a).

Commendation (2:4b-7)

David continued to honor Saul through
his commendation of the men who buried
him. While this may seem like nothing
more than political gamesmanship, David’s
conviction to honor the Lord’s anointed con-
tinued even after Saul’s death (see 2 Sam.
1:11-16). David waited patiently during the
reign of Saul and he would continue wait-
ing while Saul’s son Ish-bosheth (“man of
shame,” also known as Esh-Baal, “man of
Baal”) reigned over the rest of Israel’s tribes
(2 Sam. 2:9).

The Apostle Paul instructed the church at
Rome, living under a dictatorial emperor, to
“give honor to whom honor is due” (Rom.
13:7). Peter wrote to “honor the emperor”

(1 Pet. 2:17) and for household servants to
honor their employers, “not only the good
and gentle ones but also to the cruel” (1 Pet.
2:18). God’s grace through Christ enables us
to respect, honor and obey leaders to whom
God has entrusted leadership over us.3

Professor of Religion, Samford University

WHY ARE WE EVEN HERE?
Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31

The Book of Genesis was never in-
tended to be read in the context of modern
scientific discovery but rather as an ex-
pression of faith in the God who is ulti-
mately described by the Apostles’ Creed
as “Maker of heaven and earth.”

God is the Creator. (1-5)

The first message of the Bible is a mes-
sage of creation: “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.” The
creation of the world is the first of the
many majestic and gracious acts of the
triune God. Yet the doctrine of creation
is a matter of faith. No microscope or
telescope ever observed the creation of
the universe, no balance can weigh it and
no mathematical formula can define or
analyze it. It is not within the reach of sci-
entific method because it is inaccessible to
our senses.

However, without an understanding of
the biblical doctrine of creation, the world
cannot be truly understood because it has
no plan or purpose within itself unless it
is part of the creative will of God moving
toward a final destiny.

The creation narrative sets the scene
and provides the context in which God’s
purpose is to be worked out in human his-
tory. Creation is the beginning of the acts
of God, the first of many great deeds upon
which both life’s current meaning and the
eternal destinies of believers will depend.

We were created in God’s image.

(26-27)

The drama of creation is all about re-
lationships — the relationship of God to
His creation and the relationship of hu-
mankind, male and female, to each other
and to the rest of God’s creatures, both
animate and inanimate. Human identity

is rooted in being created in the image of
God. We are radically dependent on the
generosity, wisdom and power of God in
whom we are to place all our trust and
confidence and whom we love and wor-
ship.

As those who have been created in the
image of God, we are called to honor,
respect and care for all who are created
in His image. No matter who we are —
woman or man, black or white, rich or
poor, Republican or Democrat — we are
called into relationships of trust and re-
spect toward all people.

We were created by God to steward
and enjoy His creation. (28-31)

The Bible declares that God has cre-
ated the world and gave the stewardship
of its resources to humankind to care for
its structures and inhabitants so that righ-
teousness, peace and justice will prevail
and be a means of blessing to all of God’s
creatures.

One aspect of the biblical doctrine of
creation is a rediscovery of stewardship
rather than humankind’s selfish indulgence
of its resources. At each stage of creation,
as God surveys his handiwork he declares
that “it is good.” Spirituality is not to be
found by rejecting God’s gifts of sexual-
ity, intellect, art and culture as evil but as
God-given gifts to be enjoyed.

Creation thus fittingly expresses the true
character of God, who is love and whose
love and will-to-community are freely
displayed in the act of creation. In the act
of creation, God already manifested the
self-communicating, community-forming
love that defines His eternal triune reality
that was later revealed decisively in the
life and death of Jesus Christ.

The love of the Trinity spills over into
creation. His nature of goodness and love
is so great that He takes delight in sharing
it with others.3F

Christian Crossword

Across
1. -a-brac.

By Janet W. Adkins Copyright 1994

©Barbour Publishing Inc.

5. Type of lettuce.
8. Canadian Indian tribe.

12. Sons of Benjamin ... Ehi
and ___. (Gen. 46:21)

13. Mouth.

14. ___ avis; rarity.

15. Vapor. (prefix)

16. Prominent sea. (abbr.)

17. Company that tries
harder.

18. The ___ of the righteous
is only good. (Prov. 11:23)

20. And mine hand shall
be upon the prophets
...that ___lies.

(Ezek. 13:9)

22. West Coast state. (abbr.)

283. Greek letter.

24. ___ of errors.

27. That ye might be
partakers of the divine
__ . (2 Pet. 1:4)

31. Onassis.

32. Uncooked.

33. Orthodontist’s product.

37. Death, and mourning,
and ___. (Rev. 18:8)

40. The name of the

wicked shall ___.
(Prov. 10:7)

41. Compass direction. 6. Mine product. (Heb. 12:12)

42. See thatye ___ not 7. To cause dejection. 38. Girl’s name.
him that speaketh. 8. Tie. 39. A grassy field.

(Heb. 12:25) 9. River in India. 42. Past tense of ride.

45. And | thank Christ Jesus 10. Ireland. 43. Australian flightless birds.
our Lord, who hath 11. Take thine __, eat, 44.They shall _
___(d)yme. (1 Tim. 1:12) drink. (Luke 12:19) themselves, and curse

49. Ammihud, the son of 19. Radiation measure. their king. (Isa. 8:21)
___.(1 Chron. 9:4) 21.__’s_boy! 46. Indonesian island.

50. Priest’s robe. 24.The fourth partofa 47. Ye have eaten the fruit

52. Platform. of dove’s dung. of __.(Hos. 10:13)

53. Render therefore to all (2 Kings 6:25, KJV) 48. Employee stock
their ___. (Rom. 13:7) 25. Hockey name Bobby ownership plan.

54. Bad. (prefix) . 51. Experiment room.

55. Margarine. 26.___ Farrow.

56. This. (Spanish) 28. Geber the son of ___ was

57. South by east. (abbr.)
58. A thready fragment.

Down ___, and fell on his neck.
1. Nail with a small head. (Luke 15:20)
2. Learning by repetition. 30. Poor man had nothing,
3. Belief systems. (suffix) save one little ___ lamb.
4. God made ___among (2 Sam. 12:3)
us, that the Gentiles ... 34. Ocean trip.
should hear the gospel. 35. Greek goddess of the
(Acts 15:7) dawn.

5. Thy cheeks are ___ with

rows of jewels.
(Song of Sol. 1:10)

in the country of Gilead.
(1 Kings 4:19)
29. His father saw him ...

36. Cooks vegetables.

37. Lift up the hands ... and
the ___ knees.
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best-selling Choistian books in 77%%
| NONFICTION |

1. Everybody, Always
By Bob Goff (Thomas Nelson)

2. The 5 Love Languages
By Gary Chapman (Moody)

3. Girl, Wash Your Face
By Rachel Hollis (Thomas Nelson)

4. Jesus Calling — Hardcover
By Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)

5. There Is More
By Brian Houston (Waterbrook)

6. Embraced
By Lysa Terkeurst (Thomas Nelson)

7. The Rock, the Road and the Rabbi
By Kathie Lee Gifford (Thomas Nelson)

8. Total Money Makeover — Classic Edition

By Dave Ramsey (Thomas Nelson)

9. Jesus Always
By Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)

10. Uninvited
By Lysa Terkeurst (Thomas Nelson)

Source: Christian Book Expo

“Pm so thankful God could
use what I could do.”

Elaine Herrin Onley
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Former missionary honors her mother’s sacrifices

By Carrie Brown McWhorter
The Alabama Baptist

n her first Sunday as a young pas-
tor’s wife in Birmingham, Elaine
Herrin Onley was invited to play the
piano. There was one problem —
she didn’t play.
“They were so surprised,” Onley said. “Every
pastor’s wife played piano. I didn’t fit the mold.”
What Onley did do well was write, and she has
been using that gift for most of her life — a life
that includes 14 years of missions

most important she’s written, she said.

“I wanted to honor the memory of my mother.
It took me becoming older and looking back to
realize how very much she sacrificed for us as chil-
dren. I wanted to do this for her,” Onley said.

Other books

Onley has been published two other times in
Chicken Soup for the Soul books.

In “The Cancer Book™ she shared the story of
the death in 1983 of her first husband, Manget
Herrin, who was diagnosed with

service in Grenada and Guyana, and
public relations work for the Geor-
gia Baptist Convention and Truett-
McConnell University in Cleveland,
Georgia.

“I’m so thankful God could use
what I could do,” she said.

Still writing at 82, Onley’s story
“A Ragged Nightgown” is featured
in “My Amazing Mom,” the latest
in the Chicken Soup for the Soul
series.

The true story focuses on Onley’s
mother, a hardworking woman who
did all she could for her twin daugh-
ters, Elaine and Eleanor, and her
son, Alan, despite being given little

cancer while they were on furlough

and died nine months later. Then in

“True Love,” she shared the story of
meeting her husband Ed, a widower
she served with at the Georgia Bap-
tist Convention.

Onley is the author of three books
and co-author of a fourth. Her first
book, “When We Say Never,” was
underway when Herrin fell ill, and
Onley abandoned the manuscript in
the wake of his illness and death.

“My faith was so challenged,” she
said. “He was only 49 years old, so
dynamic, and we had so many plans.
... But I came through that crisis of
faith.”

money from her husband, a man
Onley describes as someone who didn’t really un-
derstand what it meant to provide for a family.

Double expenses

Having twin daughters doubled all the expenses,
Onley said, recalling her senior year when class
ring orders were due. Everybody was getting a
ring, Onley told her father.

““But everyone doesn’t have to buy two,” he
said. And that was that.”

Of all the stories Onley has written, the story
of her mother’s sacrifices for her children was the

She also is the author of numer-
ous missions studies, book reviews, devotions, ar-
ticles and editorials that have appeared in a variety
of publications.

Now retired in Dothan — where she and her
husband are members of First Baptist Church, Do-
than — Onley is working on a memoir about grow-
ing up as a twin and she continues to write poetry
and nonfiction stories. Stories are important, she
says, especially in the lives of believers, because
stories communicate truths.

“If it’s condensed to two or three little things,
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you just don’t get it.” 3

“It took me becoming older and looking back to realize how

very much [my mother] sacrificed for us as children.”

Elaine Herrin Onley
author
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Living vy
example

Jackson sees every day as chance to be better Christ follower

By Bill Sorrell

Correspondent, The Alabama Baptist
or Justin Jackson, small forward for the
Sacramento Kings, getting better is about
more than just a game.

It’s about spending every day trying to
be more like Christ.
“Each day is a new journey, a new day to try to
be a better me, to try to be a better follower of Him.

pointers and have 400 rebounds and 300 assists.

Drafted by the Portland Trailblazers in 2017 in
the first round and 15th overall, he was traded to the
Sacramento Kings on draft day. He is one of several
homeschooled NBA players including Blake Griffin
(Detroit) and Michael Beasley (New York).

Jackson finished his rookie 2017-18 season aver-
aging 6.7 points, 2.8 rebounds and 1.1 assists while
averaging 22.1 minutes. He started 41 games.

That mindset helps “He is a smart
me a lot,” he said. player. He knows
Jackson ac- how to play,” said
cepted Christ and Kings guard Bog-
was baptized when dan Bogdanovic.
he was 11, but he “Off the court he

said it wasn’t until
recently that he
started living for
Him.

“I think I was
one of those who
knew I was saved
and went through
the motions,” he
said. “Now I real-
ize He is all that
really matters and
that is the best feel-
ing. Without Jesus
we wouldn’t even
be here. Without
His sacrifice of
Him coming and
dying for us this
life is null and
void. He means ev-
erything to me.”

In 2017 he led
the University of
North Carolina at
Chapel Hill (UNC)
to the national
championship, but

is a great person.
He jokes a lot. He
is a good guy.”

Sacramento
Kings forward
Zach Randolph
said Jackson
“brings every-
thing.”

“He undoubt-
edly works hard
and puts time in,”
Randolph said.
“He is very pro-
fessional at his
age. Everything
about him has
been great.”

On and off the
court, 23-year-old
Jackson wants to
reflect his faith by
the way he lives.

“T hope by the
way that I live I
can live by ex-
ample and they
can see there is

Jackson said the
banner year was
about “giving God
glory and thanking Him each and every day for the
talent I have.”

Jackson was the 2016—17 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence Player of the Year and a Consensus First-Team
All-American. During his junior season, his last be-
fore entering the NBA Draft, he averaged 18.5 points,
a career-high 4.7 rebounds and scored a school-record
single-season 105 three-pointers.

During UNC’s run to their sixth national cham-
pionship he averaged a team-high 19.5 points in
the NCAA tournament. Beginning in the 2014-15
season through 2016—17, Jackson was 1 of 2 UNC
players to score 1,600 career points with 150 three-

Justin Jackson

Photo by Sara Molina/Sacramento Kings something differ-
ent in me,” Jack-
son said.

He also does Bible studies with Randolph and
other teammates.

“He is a kid who is always reading the Word,”
Randolph said.

Kings forward-center Jakarr Sampson said of
Jackson, “He wears his faith right there in the
open. He lets everybody know his faith. He is a
true believer. He shows it around us in everything.”

One way that Jackson relates his faith to team-
mates is through his positive attitude.

He is not a “Debbie Downer,” Sampson said. “He
is always positive, always looking forward. You nev-
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er see him down or upset. He has that vibe to him.”

“[Justin Jackson] wears his faith right there in the open.”

Jakarr Sampson, forward-center, Sacramento Kings

US uninsured rate rose in 2017, survey shows

WASHINGTON — The uninsured rate rose by statistically
significant margins in 17 states in 2017, the first time since the
full implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in 2014
that any state had a rate increase. Nationwide, an estimated 12.2
percent of Americans were uninsured in 2017. This is a 1.3-point
increase from 2016 and represents roughly 3.2 million Americans.

In 2013 the national uninsured rate hit its peak at 18 percent pri-
or to the implementation of several ACA guidelines. In Alabama
the uninsured rate in 2013 was 17.7 percent. In 2017 an estimated
13.3 percent were uninsured.

The data for the survey was collected as part of the Gallup-
Sharecare Well-Being Index. The Gallup analysis suggests several
factors for the decline, including insurance premium increases in
many states, reduced public marketing and uncertainty about the
future of the ACA in light of multiple congressional attempts to
repeal and replace the plan. (TAB)

DC’s new Bible museum draws a crowd

WASHINGTON — The Museum of the Bible, the newest tour-
ist attraction near the National Mall and U.S. Capitol, has drawn
565,000 visitors since it opened six months ago, according to mu-
seum figures released May 17.

More than 1,700 groups have visited the 430,000-square-foot
museum co-founded by Steve Green, president of Hobby Lobby
Stores Inc. It opened with 1,600 items in its permanent collection,
about three-quarters of which are Bibles and biblical manuscripts.

Museum officials said they are pleased with the numbers and ex-
pect large crowds during the summer tour season. The museum has
free admission to visitors, who reserve timed-entry passes or walk
up to its doors, but it suggests a donation of $15 per person. (RNS)

Churches can support addicts, prof. says

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Churches and church members
can help heal and support those caught in opioid addiction, says
Raymond Barfield, a pediatric oncologist and professor at Duke
University in Durham, North Carolina, who led a May 18-19
gathering of clinicians, clergy and educators serving in southern
Appalachia where opioid addiction is rampant.

Barfield said church leaders can have “some significant impact”
if they see addicts as “broken, fragile people who are in need of
love and help and healing.” A church philosophy that the way out
of addiction “is to pull yourself up by your bootstraps or just be-
lieve enough” won’t solve the problem, Barfield said.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services says that
in 2016 more than 42,000 Americans overdosed on opioids and
11.5 million Americans misused prescription opioids. (RNS)

Oklahoma governor signs adoption bill

TOPEKA, Kan. — Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin has signed a law
granting legal protections to faith-based adoption agencies that cite
their religious beliefs for not placing children in homes of LGBT
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) people.

The law, which says no child-placement agency will be required
to violate its written religious or moral conviction or policies when
placing a child for adoption or foster care, is similar to laws in
other states, including Alabama.

Fallin said the law will not restrict the ability of LGBT people
from getting a child through adoption or foster care, but critics of
the law disagree and have threatened legal action. (TAB)

Godless choir defends atheism in song

LOS ANGELES — Voices of Reason, the only atheist choir in
the United States according to its members, says one of its goals is
to defend atheism through music.

Voices of Reason performs at science presentations, Unitarian
Universalist churches, libraries and atheist events. Members say
their musical selections don’t simply avoid religious references but
draw attention to their rejection of religion. (RNS)






