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FBC Grant holds a basketball camp
for children in the Sitka, Alaska,
community this past summer.

FBC Grant helps Alaska church weather pastoral transition

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

huck Conley was stunned.

He was on the way home

from a trip to Alaska in

March, and as he traveled
he sent a message to the pastor of
the church he had just left asking
for the link to their Sunday service
so he could watch it.

The response surprised him.

“He said, ‘Today may not be the
best day to watch. I'm going to re-
sign,”” recalled Conley, pastor of
First Baptist Church Grant.

Conley — along with Mike Fore-
man, associational mission strategist
for Marshall Baptist Association in

Guntersville, and Jarred Cantrell, a
contractor from FBC Grant, had just
spent a few days in Sitka, an island
city of about 8,000, with only one
Southern Baptist church — First
Baptist Church Sitka.

‘How can we help?’

FBC Grant was planning to part-
ner with them for a summer mis-
sions trip, and they had worked out
the details that week.

So as Conley took in the informa-
tion that the pastor was resigning,
he said God began to focus his
thoughts on one thing: “How can
we help?”

And Conley began to realize that
the best way they

could help was to
come alongside the
church to provide a
pastor through the
summer.

“You don’t run
out and easily find

a pastor in Sitka, Alaska,” Conley
said.

The island city has 14 miles of
road from one end to the other, he
noted, and it’s only accessible by a
floatplane or ferry. And even though
FBC Sitka is part of an association
— Tongass Baptist Association —
some of the churches in it are sepa-
rated by as many as 1,000 miles.

Conley cited the statistic that Alas-
ka has “750,000 people spread over
a land mass the [width] of the lower
48 states. And when you realize that
half of those people are in the An-
chorage area, it really highlights just
how spread out everyone is.”

So FBC Grant — which Conley
said is “not a large church by any
means” — began to think about how
they might encourage the sister
church by filling their pulpit.

“We thought, ‘Maybe we can fill
that pulpit for the summer,” but we
knew it would be a stretch,” Conley
admitted.

They worked it out. On June 9,
the day after FBC Grant’s Vacation
Bible School, Conley got on a plane
to Sitka. He preached on Sundays
for the month of June and got their
Wednesday night Bible study going
again.

A missions team from FBC Grant
joined him at the end of the month,
and they ran a basketball camp in
the community and worked on con-
struction projects in the church.

FBC Sitka, which was averaging
around 20, drew in 60 children for
the camp.

Providing leadership

Then Conley came back to Ala-
bama with the team, and Jeremy
Roden, FBC Grant’s youth and fam-
ily pastor, stayed in Sitka most of
July with his wife and two young
daughters. Roden filled the pulpit
and provided leadership for two
other missions teams.

(See ‘Kingdom, page 10)
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‘The extra mile’

TAB presents first distinctive service award to Bob Terry

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

ob Terry, editor emeritus

of The Alabama Baptist,

became the first recipient

of the new Robert Hugh
Edmonds Distinctive Service Award
on Nov. 14.

The award — presented at this
year’s Friends of The Alabama Bap-
tist dinner — is named in honor of
the late Edmonds, who along with
his wife, Margaret Ann, was named
an honorary lifetime TAB board
member in 2013. The couple are the
only two honored with this title in
the organization’s history. Edmonds
died July 26 at age 90.

Jennifer Davis Rash, president
and editor-in-chief of TAB Media
Group, said for a few years now,
“several board members and staff
members have discussed the pos-
sibility of creating a way to honor
those outside of current staff mem-
bers who have gone the extra mile
in their service to the mission of The
Alabama Baptist.”

Named after Edmonds

As they finalized the details of the
award, they knew it needed to be
named after Edmonds, she said.

“Hugh’s enthusiasm for serving
on the board and helping spread the
word about the work being done
captured my attention early in my
tenure with The Alabama Baptist,”
Rash said.

“Hugh and Margaret Ann were
always such an encouragement to
all of us. They rarely, if ever, missed
a meeting and would go to great
lengths to be present to support the
work being done.”

The new award “commemorates
their enduring faithfulness and dedi-
cation to the work and mission of
The Alabama Baptist,” she said.

Rash presented the award in mem-
ory of Edmonds to his son, Rick,
during the dinner.

“My daddy would have been over-
whelmed by your naming this im-
pressive dedicated service award for
him,” he said.

“When Daddy was elected to the
board of directors, he considered it
a high honor. He served on several
boards over the years, but it was The

Photo by Sam Evans/The Alabama Baptist

Gary Fenton (left), chairman of The Alabama Baptist board, presents the inaugu-
ral Robert Hugh Edmonds Distinctive Service Award to editor emeritus Bob Terry
and his wife, Pat, at this year’s Friends of The Alabama Baptist dinner Nov. 14.

Alabama Baptist he loved the most.”

Gary Fenton, chairman of the TAB
board of directors, presented Terry as
the inaugural award recipient.

Fenton said Edmonds “epitomized
what a board member should be.”
He “loved The Alabama Baptist and
believed the state paper performed
a crucial role in keeping Baptists in
our state informed on the important
issues of our day.”

Edmonds was also “extremely
proud of the outstanding work that
Dr. Terry did as editor,” Fenton said.

“Mr. Edmonds believed that in-
formed Baptists led by the Spirit
of God will make good decisions.
Dr. Terry worked tirelessly to keep
the Baptists of our state informed
and was recognized not only in our
state but throughout the nation for
his efforts.”

Edmonds “represents the best of
our Baptist laymen,” and Terry “rep-
resents the best of Baptist statesmen
and is very deserving to be the first
recipient of the Hugh Edmonds
Award,” Fenton said.

‘Loved the Lord’

Terry said of Edmonds, “Hugh
loved his church, he loved the Lord,
and he loved The Alabama Baptist.”

“Hugh liked to be informed,” and
he thought The Alabama Baptist
board of directors “was the best

place to serve in Baptist life,” Terry
said.

Also during the Friends of TAB
dinner, Rash recognized Rick El-
lison, director of missions for Bald-
win Baptist Association, who is
rotating off the board.

He came on the board in 2016 to
complete an unexpired term, then
was reelected for a full term.

Recent roles

Ellison served most recently as
chair of the finance committee and
as a member of the executive com-
mittee. During his time on the board,
he also served as a member of the
finance, nominating and circulation
promotion committees.

The crossword puzzle
can be found on page 11.

The Alabama Baptist

“If ye continue in My word, then ...
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” John 8:31-32
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GUEST
EDITORIAL

for this week’s issue of The Alabama Baptist

By Carrie Brown McWhorter, Content Editor

Christmas hymn lyrics teach truths to reach troubled souls

ith Thanksgiv-

ing behind us,

the attack of

the earworms

has begun.
We’ve all been afflicted. You
hear a song or just think of one,
and the lyrics play over and over
in your head.

For me, the cheery strains of
“Sim-ply hav-ing a wonderful
Christmas time!” or “All I want
for Christmas is you!” are the
worst offenders. It’s as if sud-
denly my brain’s mute button has
become unresponsive.

Don’t get me wrong. I’'m a
fan of Christmas music. Unfor-
tunately, it’s usually my least
favorite songs that somehow find
their way onto on my internal
playlist.

Out of touch

And the more Christmases I
celebrate, the more I feel secular
Christmas songs are out of touch
with reality.

“It’s the most wonderful time
of the year.”

Is it? Layoffs and high prices
have hit hard this year even as
many are still recuperating fi-
nancially from pandemic-related
shutdowns. Many of us are look-
ing at our bank accounts and
bills wondering how they’re ever
going to balance, and there’s not
much hope for the new year.

“Please come home for Christ-

2

mas.

If only they could. Many fami-
lies will be geographically sepa-
rated during the holidays. Many
more are separated by death. As
the mother of two

Convention. Smith, professor of
Christian preaching and Charles
T. Carter Baptist Chair of Di-
vinity at Samford University’s
Beeson Divinity School, is well
known for weaving theologically
rich hymn lyrics into his theolog-
ically deep sermons.

college students, “Christmas hymns It’s a technique that
my heart especially engages the listener
goes out to the fami- penetrate deeper’ on multiple levels.
lies of those killed
in the recent shoot- which is why we Research tells us
ing at the University that when we lis-
of Virginia. If only need to sing them ten to a song, we
their children could . are doing much
come home for over and over during more than hearing
Christmas. ) notes and repeat-
this season and  ing words. Music
Our lives are far connects to our
from the idealized let the words once  emotions — the
Christmases por- . . emotions conveyed
trayed by movies, again settle into in the song and the
and secular Christ- our souls.” emotions connected

mas songs speak
only superficially
to the needs and longings of our
hearts.

Christmas hymns penetrate
deeper, which is why we need
to sing them over and over dur-
ing this season and let the words
once again settle into our souls.

The lyrics of Christmas carols
are so much more than earworms
— they are opportunities to im-
press truth into the deepest re-
cesses of our beings.

I was reminded of this as I lis-
tened to Robert Smith Jr. preach
Nov. 15 during the evening ses-
sion of the Alabama Baptist State

to memories we
have of the song.
It’s one possible reason people
with dementia can remember
song lyrics long after they’ve for-
gotten almost everything else.

So sing the familiar Christmas
carols this year! To paraphrase

Deuteronomy 11:18-19, sing
them with your children and
your grandchildren. Sing them at
church, at home, in the car, even
in the store if you want.

Let the truth of the words re-
mind you anew of the hope and
promise of Christmas.

“Joy to the world! The Lord is
come!”

“Hark! The herald angels sing,
“*Glory to the newborn King!””

“QGo, tell it on the mountain!
Over the hills and ev’rywhere!”

“Word of the Father, now in
flesh appearing!”

“He rules the world with truth
and grace!”

“Now ye need not fear the
grave. Jesus Christ was born to
save. Calls you one and calls you
all to gain His everlasting hall.”

“Come and worship, come and
worship! Worship Christ, the
newborn King!”

RASHIONAL
THOUGHTS

By Jennifer Davis Rash, President and
Editor-in-Chief, will return in January.
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Your

Share your comments, letters to the editor, blog excerpts, social media posts

Reflecting the grace and mercy of Advent

By James Hammack

The-Scroll.com

here is so much at this time of
Tyear that is pleasant and mem-
orable and generally amazing.
I look forward to Christmas and
am always thankful when it comes
around again.

But I also recognize that it can
be difficult. This may be your first
Christmas without someone in your
life. Or maybe there is that one fam-
ily member who adds a little strife to
the holidays.

The Gospel of Luke challenges us
in how we relate to one another, es-
pecially when hurt, ill will or anger
are present.

In Luke 10-11, we see two sec-
tions that are seemingly connected
to each other as well as connected

to the incarnation of Jesus, His birth
that we celebrate this time every
year.

In Luke 10, Jesus is tested by an
expert in Old Testament law. He re-
sponds by showing in parable form
who a neighbor is.

He essentially teaches that we
are to be the neighbor first, which
means everyone becomes our neigh-
bor. Referring to the good Samari-
tan, Jesus told the law expert, “You
go and do likewise” (v. 37).

We are to show mercy to those
around us regardless of their qualifi-
cations. This is difficult stuff.

Jesus continues in Luke 11 to
teach on prayer. One specific portion
shows us we should ask forgiveness
and that our asking should come
from hearts that are quick to forgive:

Praise for TAB staff

t was really pretty amazing to

be with the TAB Media Group
staff — the very people who are
doing so much incredible work.

You’re setting a higher bar each
day, not just for SBC communica-
tors but for all Christian commu-
nicators and storytellers as well.
Being with all of you for a few
hours Nov. 4 was an honor.

Jim and Carol Venemen

Jackson, Tenn.

t was great to catch up with
“old” friends, to meet some

whom I’ve only interacted with
virtually and to meet new friends
at the Alabama Baptist State
Convention. Jennifer, thanks for
all the ways you and The Ala-
bama Baptist newspaper staff
keep us informed!

Shirley Crowder

Leeds, Ala.

hank you, Jennifer, for all
the good work you and your
staff do! You are amazing!
Denise George
Birmingham, Ala.

“ .. and forgive us our sins, for we
ourselves forgive everyone who is
indebted to us” (v. 4).

What does this mean for us when
Aunt Agnes is critical of everything,
or you’re trying to compose a faint
smile even though your heart is
hurting because your dad died last
month?

It means that Christ, as the great-
est Neighbor, has come down to us
regardless of our qualifications and
forgiven us for our sin. It means
when we rest in Christ this Christ-
mas, the hurting or rightly offended
heart can find mercy and grace, and
not just enough for ourselves.

Jesus’ coming to us means we are
given enough mercy and grace to
extend to others from the overflow
of His filling.

Christ’s filling of our lives means
we can give to others — enough to
have positive words of encourage-
ment and thankfulness when we’re
together to silence an overly critical
tongue; enough for us to weep, with
joy still present in our weeping at
the loss of a loved one.

It means the struggles of holiday
gatherings take their rightful place
and that Jesus takes His place at the
center of our thoughts, words and
actions.

This is how His coming changes
things. We will still struggle, but He
has promised to never leave us or
forsake us, even in that struggle.

How will you handle it this year?
Will you commit to keep your eyes
on Christ?

Share online or email news@thealabamabaptist.org

It is likely that there is not
anyone who does not have
expectations in relationships.

The importance of isolating
them, naming them, checking
them out for any distortions
or illogical thought patterns
and making appropriate ad-
justments for mutual satisfac-
tion should be regarded as
imperative.

Failure to do so will most
likely lead to chaos, conflicts
and barriers which are not
understood or capable of be-
ing mitigated.

Morris Murray Jr.

Jasper, Ala.

When it comes to the good
news about Jesus, He is an
open-access Savior. His news
arrives in umpteen ways.

Paul said Jesus makes
Himself available to those
far away and those near.
“Through Him we both have
access in one Spirit to the Fa-
ther” (Eph. 2:18).

The Holy Spirit works to
connect people with God. His
supernatural effort remains
within arm’s reach of every
person. He conveys consis-
tent news — Jesus saves.

No need for you to worry
that the Spirit’s skills will
evolve beyond your ability to
receive His communication.

Darryl Wood

Birmingham, Ala.



“If we don’t extend our net into
the places where [people] are,
then we’ll never really be able to
effectively minister the gospel to
people who would never set foot
in a church,” said Cristina Baker,
mother, author and social media
influencer.

“Pastor, the fact that you preach
on Sundays does not mean you’re
making disciples. Preaching is
important. That’s not making dis-
ciples,” said Richard Blackaby,
president of Blackaby Ministries
International.

“Hope is not a thing to acquire;
it’s a Person to know,” said Dani-
elle Strickland, author of “The
Other Side of Hope.”
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Ebwe are 199 years strong as a convention.
What will be our next right step?J?

JOEL CARWILE

Pastor, First Baptist Church Athens

“To understand and love an au-
dience means becoming their pain
experts and wanting to provide the
best solutions.

“Think about the needs, con-
cerns and goals that impact them
daily. Talk about them authenti-
cally because you care,” said
Mark MacDonald, commu-
nication consultant, author,
church branding strategist for
BeKnownforSomething.com and
executive director of Center for
Church Communication.

“Alaska is a very special place.
People are very independent and
individual, and they may say,
“That’s fine for you, but I have my
own thing.” It’s a very [spiritu-
ally] dark community because of

From the

that. There’s a lot of room for the
gospel,” said Luke Jones, pastor
of First Baptist Church Wasilla,
Alaska.

“If we don’t revitalize the
churches that we have, then we’re
on a path to self-destruction,” said
Rick Barnhart, director of the
office of associational missions
and church planting for the
Alabama Baptist State Board of
Missions.

“Stories that offer hope, agency
and dignity feel like breaking
news right now, because we are so
overwhelmed with the opposite,”
Amanda Ripley, former TIME
Magazine journalist on “crisis
fatigue.”

@pastorjaycbc

Grace never calls wrong right.
If wrong were right, there’d be no
need for grace.

@WilburnJo

It’s easy to praise God in the
good times, but praising God in
the hard times can be tough some-
times. But when things are hard
is when our praises to the Lord
are most critical. God inhabits our
praise. When things get tough, the
tough get going.

@MontyMullenix

As those who’ve experienced
grace, we must be open to God’s
transforming work in someone’s
life. God turns offenses into bless-
ings and offenders into brothers
and sisters in Christ.

@iBeLLoNg2JeSuSN1

“But God showed His great love
for us by sending Christ to die for

us while we were still sinners. And
since we have been made right in
God’s sight by the blood of Christ,
He will certainly save us from
God’s condemnation” (Romans
5:8-9).

@howertonjosh

Find the things that inflame your
heart for Jesus and do more of
those things.

Identify the things that anesthe-
tize your heart to the things of God
and ruthlessly eliminate them from
your life.

@MattSmethurst

“If you’re more upset about sin
in the news than sin in the mirror,
something is wrong.” —Bruce
Frank

@Cyanna2023

The real message about Jesus is
so simple, yet the greatest mystery,
and one we can’t live without —

love. That’s why I believe in Him,
not to pick one religion over others
or to follow my parents, but be-
cause what other love is like that?

@DanielDickard

God isn’t confident in you; He’s
confident in Himself.

Your salvation is secure, not
because you have a strong grip on
God, but because He has a firm
grip on you.

@drronlynch
False teachers use our vocabu-
lary but a different dictionary!

@ricklance
Let us be a “geyser of gratitude”
for all the Lord has done for us,

not just a “trickle of thanksgiving.”
—@marklbethea

@grcastleberry
Sanctification is a progressive

process. Keep growing. Stay in the
fight.

Opposing the
Respect for
Marriage Act

he Respect for Marriage

Act was introduced earlier
this year with the purpose of
... codifying protections for
same-sex ‘“marriage” into law.

The Nov. 17 Senate vote to
take up the bill was likely the
last opportunity for the bill to
be stopped. The Ethics & Re-
ligious Liberty Commission
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention will continue to work
against its passage into law.

A bipartisan amendment
[to the original text of the
bill] does not provide ad-
equate protections for reli-
gious liberty.

This bill, even as amended,
does not provide meaning-
ful protection for those that
maintain a traditional view of
marriage.

The amendment appears to
offer people and institutions
of faith more additional pro-
tection than it actually does.

At a more fundamental lev-
el, this 1ssue transcends elec-
toral politics. For ERLC, this
is about human flourishing,
love for our neighbors and
faithfulness to God’s word.

Underlying the SBC’s com-
mitment to biblical marriage
is a verse from the first book
in Scripture: “God created
man in His own image; in
the image of God He created
him; male and female He cre-
ated them” (Gen. 1:27).

Aside from the multitude
of religious liberty challenges
this bill poses, we ultimately
oppose it because we hold
fast to this understanding of
God’s design of marriage as
being between one man and
one woman for life, and we
know that this biblical frame-
work undergirds a healthy
society and promotes human
flourishing.

Hannah Daniel

Policy associate

ERLC
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stories

you should know

‘The Chosen’ reaches
No. 3 at box office

Faith-based streaming series
“The Chosen” finished third at
the box office among all movies in
its opening weekend Nov. 18-20.

“The Chosen” launched its Season
3 premiere Nov. 18 in theaters and
earned an estimated $8.6 million
during its opening weekend, follow-
ing only “Black Panther: Wakanda
Forever” and “The Menu,” accord-
ing to Deadline.

“The Chosen” reached the No.
3 spot while playing on just 2,012
screens — less than half as many as
“Black Panther,” according to daily-

12 Zambian churches
planted thanks to gifts

welve new churches in and

around Lusaka, Zambia, have
been planted thanks to Southern
Baptists’ gifts to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering.

International Mission Board mis-
sionaries Randy and Kimberly
Windham say their passion is teach-
ing Zambians to plant churches and
share the gospel with others.

Their work is only possible, Ran-
dy Windham said, because of South-
ern Baptists’ prayers and faithful,
generous gifts to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering.

Photo by Sam Evans/The Alabama Baptist

Alabama Citizens Action Program president and CEO Greg Davis
(right) and Morris Johnson (left), ALCAP board member and pas-
tor of Integrity Baptist Church in Hueytown, pray for Alabama Lt.
Gov. Will Ainsworth during the 2022 ALCAP pastors luncheon. The
luncheon was held Nov. 15 at Shades Mountain Baptist Church in
Birmingham in conjunction with the Alabama Baptist State Con-
vention. Ainsworth was the guest speaker. (The Alabama Bapitist)

wire.com.

(The Alabama Baptist)

Neal Harmon, CEO of Angel
Studios, which produces and dis-
tributes “The Chosen,” tweeted Nov.
18: “Thank you to all of you that
are amplifying light by supporting
Angel Studios and ‘The Chosen!”” | more information on how to pray

Because you give, “We never stop
training and planting churches,”
Randy Windham said.

This year’s Week of Prayer for In-
ternational Missions is Dec. 4-11.

Go to tabonline.org/Imco-22 for

and how to give. (IMB)

University of Mobile trustees extend
Burnett’s contract, praise leadership

The University of Mobile board of trustees has
extended the contract of UM President Lonnie
Burnett through 2026 and beyond.

Burnett’s original five-year

contract was set to expire in
2024. His new contract extends
through 2026, with an automatic
one-year renewal each year
thereafter. The trustees’ unani-
mous decision was announced
Nov. 18.

“We are thrilled with what has
been accomplished at the Uni-
versity of Mobile over the past
three years,” said Terry Harbin, chair of the UM
board of trustees. “Despite the turmoil across the
world, the University of Mobile has been a place
of great stability and growth. We look forward
to all the university will accomplish in the years
ahead under the leadership of Dr. Lonnie Bur-
nett.”

BURNETT

Burnett became the university’s fifth president
in November 2019, after serving six months as
interim. The 1979 graduate of then-Mobile Col-
lege had a 25-year career teaching history in the
Mobile County Public School system and has
since served the university for 18 years as a pro-
fessor, dean and administrator.

Burnett said he is humbled by and grateful for
the confidence the board has placed in him.

“I am excited about the next three years and
beyond,” Burnett said. “I look forward to laboring
together as we educate and mentor.” (University
of Mobile)

Tim Hall receives 2022 Paul Stewart
Lifetime Service Award

The 2022 Paul Stewart Lifetime Service Award
was presented to Tim Hall during the Alabama
Singing Men and Alabama Singing Women ban-
quet Nov. 14 at First Baptist Church Birmingham.

Hall (right) is minister of music and senior
adults at FBC Demopolis, where he has served
for almost 10 years. He previously served 10
years as minister of music at Albertville FBC

and 10 years as music minister at Bethel Baptist
Church in Dothan.

He grew up in a musical family at James Me-
morial Baptist Church in Gadsden, where his
mother served as church organist and pianist for
76 years, and his father sang in the choir.

“Music is a tool, a pathway into ministry,” Hall
said.

Hall is a graduate of Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and Samford University. He has twice
served as president of the Alabama Singing Men.

Guy Anderson (left), a member of the Alabama
Singing Men, pre-
sented the award,
which is given annu-
ally by the Alabama
Singing Men to a
person who exhibits
excellence in music
Photo by Dianna Cagle/The Alabama Baptist leadership and min-

istry. Stewart was
the first state director of the church music office
at the Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions.
(The Alabama Baptist)
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BIRMINGHAM METRO ASSOCIATION
» Westwood Baptist Church, Forestdale,
celebrated its 75th anniversary Sept. 18 with
Chris Crain, executive director of the Birming-
ham Metro Baptist Association,

preaching.

Debbie Campbell, a former
member and commissioner of
the Alabama Baptist Historical
Commission, and Crain pre-
sented plaques to pastor Steve
Potts in honor of the church’s

ministry.

Photo by Debbie

A member of the Westwood Campbell

Ballet shared a special per-
formance. Don Hawkins, former member and
former president of Southeastern Bible College,
which was located in Birmingham, offered a
prayer of thanksgiving and reflections about his
days growing up at the church.

Charter member Katie Thomas, who was un-
able to be present, was recognized for her faith-
ful service to the church.

EAST CULLMAN ASSOCIATION
» Dave Wright is the new discipleship pastor
of Northbrook Baptist Church, Cullman.

He holds a bachelor’s degree
in youth ministry from Martin
Methodist College (now Uni-
versity of Tennessee Southern)
and a master of arts in Christian
education from Southwestern
Seminary.

He previously served as vice
president of communications
at Midwestern Seminary for
eight years and director of com-
munications and various other leadership roles
at Southwestern Seminary for 10 years. He also
served churches in North Alabama in the areas
of student ministry and worship leadership be-
tween 1998 and 2004: New Prospect Baptist
Church, Jasper; First Baptist Church Saks, An-
niston; and Grace Fellowship Church, Anniston.

He and his wife, Jill, have four children.

LIMESTONE ASSOCIATION

» Limestone Baptist Association is hosting
its second annual Christmas Light Drive-Thru
at Camp Helen Dec. 1-31 beginning at 5 p.m.
each day. Kevin Ward is director of missions.

MARSHALL ASSOCIATION
» Second Baptist Church, Boaz, celebrated

its 75th anniversary Oct. 16 with David John-
son, longtime member and retired minister; Jim-
my Harrison, former pastor; and Boaz Mayor
David Dyar sharing in the service.

Lloyd Borden, director of missions for Look-
out Mountain Baptist Association, and Debra

WRIGHT

Borden sang the song they shared at the church’s
50th anniversary. Gene Echols led congregational
singing. The pianist was Cathei Echols.

Mike Foreman, associational missions strate-
gist for Marshall Baptist Association, brought
greetings from the association and presented a
plaque on behalf of the Alabama Baptist His-
torical Commission.

“The celebration served as a rejuvenation for
our people,” said Cathei Echols. “God has done
so much for us, and it was good to celebrate.”

MONTGOMERY ASSOCIATION

» Dewayne Rembert, church planting strat-
egist for Montgomery Baptist Association,
recently celebrated five years
of serving on the association’s
staff.

“It’s the best job I’ve ever
had,” he said, noting that he
enjoys meeting with area pas-
tors, “answering hard biblical
questions in regard to race and
culture and then seeing them go
back and change their church
culture.”

Rembert also serves as pas-
tor of Flatline Church at Chisholm, which he
helped plant in 2019. The church has planted
two other churches.

He attended Troy University in Montgomery
and Birmingham Theological Seminary for
classwork in evangelism and is continuing his
studies at New Orleans Seminary.

He and his wife, Leslie, have three children.

MORGAN ASSOCIATION

» Brandon Keel is the new pastor of dis-
cipleship of Central Park Baptist Church,
Decatur.

He previously served church-
es in Ovilla, Texas, and Alexan-
der City and Dadeville, both in
Alabama. Keel holds a master
of divinity degree from South-
ern Seminary and is currently
pursuing a doctor of philosophy
degree at Midwestern Semi-
nary.

He and his wife, Caitlyn,
have three children.

PICKENS ASSOCIATION
» Arbor Springs Baptist Church, Reform,
celebrated its 150th anniversary Nov. 6.

Mike Owen, missionary to Brazil and former
pastor, preached the message.

Chris Babb, former minister of music, led
congregational singing. Special music was pro-
vided by Chris Babb, Greg Turner and Sonja
Brown, who each sang solos. Ricky Morris was

REMBERT

KEEL
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the guest pianist.

David Nelson of
the Alabama Baptist
Historical Commis-
sion, Mike Jackson
of the State Board of
Missions and Lyle
Dease, director of
missions for Pickens
Baptist Association, presented certificates.

“It was amazing to see our church family
come together to get everything ready for a
blessed day of praising God for 150 years of His
faithfulness,” said Larry Shelton (left), pastor.
“We give God all the honor and glory for this
great day! We pray for our church as we con-
tinue to minister and share the gospel of Jesus.”

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA ASSOCIATION
» Selma Baptist Church, Dothan, celebrat-

ed its 150th anniversary Oct. 23 with former
pastor Jeff Mann preaching. Danny Williams,
former minister of music, led congregational
singing and sang a solo. Cathy Bugg, church
pianist, accompanied.

Ellen Dewberry
(left) of the Ala-
bama Baptist His-
torical Commission
and John Thomas,
mission strategist
for the Southeast
Alabama Baptist
Association, pre-
sented certificates.

“It was a great day that sparked excitement
around our church,” said pastor Scott Cox. “We
are now focusing on the next 150 years.”

Beth Glover (right) served as chair of the an-
niversary committee.

TALLAPOOSA ASSOCIATION
» First Baptist Church Alexander City cel-

ebrated its 150th anniversary throughout October
with speakers Steve King, pastor (Oct. 2); Dave
Briley, former worship pastor (Oct. 9); Gerald
Hallmark, former pastor (Oct. 16); Steve Layton,
former minister of education/administration (Oct.
23); and Harris Cook, former pastor (Oct. 30).
Each speaker focused on the theme of heritage
and legacy. Briley performed a piano concert on
Oct. 9 as well.

Calvin Milford of the Alabama Baptist Histor-
ical Commission presented a certificate Oct. 16.

“The celebration was a reminder that we have
been given a rich heritage left by people we do
not know,” said Bill Stinson, pastor of education
and administration. “We now have a responsi-
bility to carry on their legacy.”

Each Monday the church met at 6:15 a.m. for
a time of devotion, singing and prayer.

Photo courtesy of David Nelson

Photo courtesy of Ellen Dewberry
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These are more than initials of random people. These letters represent real
missionaries who are products of Alabama Baptist churches. They are representative of
more than 300 Alabamians who serve around the world. As you pray for them during this

focus on international missions, you may not know their names or exact locations, but
your prayers reach a Father who knows. Thank you not only for praying, but for giving both
through the Cooperative Program and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

To learn how your church can connect personally with
international field personnel, contact Scotty Goldman,
sgoldman@alsbom.org, (334) 613-2387.

For more information about field personnel from Alabama
serving around the world, please visit al8c.org.

This resource is made possible by gifts of Alabama Baptists through
the Cooperative Program.




DECEMBER 1, 2022 / THE ALABAMA BAPTIST / PAGE 9

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY FOR PEOPLE IN THE PEW

Living in gratitude

By Jerry Batson, Th.D.

The Alabama Baptist

n this week after Thanksgiv-
ing, we turn our attention to
offering praise.

Our attention is again
drawn to the familiar words of
Psalm 100:4 — “Enter into His
gates with thanksgiving, and
into His courts with praise. Be
thankful to Him and bless His
name.”

We are reminded of the dif-
ference between these dual
responses of thanksgiving and
praise.

Praise puts a focus on who
God is, while thankfulness of-
ten focuses on what God does.

In short, we praise God for
His attributes, and we thank
Him for His activities.

To be sure, the opposite is
also true. We can praise God
for what He does, and we can
give thanks for what He is like.

Fitting and beautiful

For many of us, a longstand-
ing childhood memory of
church worship is the singing
of “Doxology.” Its four lines
are a wonderful call to praise:

“Praise God from whom all

blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here

below;

Praise Him above, ye

heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and

Holy Ghost.”

Psalm 33:1 reminds us praise
is not only fitting but “praise
from the upright is beautiful.”

As we let our minds contem-
plate some of the Lord’s divine

Offering Praise

attributes, it becomes even
clearer that praise from our
hearts is right and beautiful.

God is transcendent, yet per-
sonal and everywhere present.
God is benevolent, kind and
generous. He is almighty, all
loving and all wise.

Kind and gracious

God is compassionate, kind
and forgiving. He is gracious,
providential and holy.

God is unchanging, all
knowing, eternal, empowering
and inspiring. He is great, good
and infinite.

God is true and triune — Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit.

We can list all the divine at-
tributes that come to mind, yet
the list is still not complete.

We praise God with the
words of prayer and the lyrics
of music. We praise God with
our manner of living and by
growing in His likeness.

We praise God in public
worship and in private devo-
tions.

The Book of Psalms, the
praise of the Old Testament,
ends with the admonition,
“Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord” (150:6).

Jerry Batson is

a retired Alabama
Baptist pastor who
also has served as
associate dean of
Beeson Divinity
School at Samford
University and
professor of several
schools of religion
during his career.

Jane Barrett receives
disciple making award

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

ane Barrett has spent the past
40 years on the staff of her

church — Mount Hebron West
Baptist in Elmore, which changed
its name to Crossroads Community
Church in 2019.

She’s retiring from her position
as executive minister at the end of
December, and on Dec. 4, Cross-
roads is celebrating her years at the
church.

But pastor Robert Mullins said
he knows Barrett is far from fin-
ished with ministry, specifically
discipleship.

“She loves people well, and she’s
been doing it with her life,” he said.
“Whether she’s on a paid staff or
not, she’s going to keep doing it
forever.”

Discipleship network

That’s why Barrett was presented
with the Daniel Edmonds Disciple
Making Leader Award during the
Alabama Baptist Pastors Confer-
ence on Nov. 14. The award was
presented by Edmonds, who has
served at the helm of the Alabama
Baptist State Board of Missions of-
fice of Sunday School & Disciple-
ship more than 25 years and was
instrumental in starting the Dis-
cipleship Network of Alabama.

The first award was presented in
January at the DNA conference, but
leaders decided to move the second

one up to the pastors conference
to time it with Barrett’s upcoming
retirement.

Edmonds told those present that
“when you need help, you turn to
Jane.”

As pastors began to connect with
DNA in its beginning stages, they
started asking how to involve wom-
en in the movement. Edmonds said
he asked Barrett for help because
for many years she has discipled
groups of women who have contin-
ued to multiply.

‘Being a blessing’

“When we needed help in the
disciple making movement dis-
cipling women, I knew where to
turn,” he said.

Mullins said Barrett has discipled
“with her life, and she’s given her
whole life to it.”

“She can’t get enough,” he said.
“She’s constantly encouraging,
training and equipping people to
do things. She’s all about being a
blessing.”

Barrett said for her “it’s a passion
of loving to see people not only fall
in love with Jesus, but learn to fol-
low Him the way He created us to
doit.”

“I love to help people know who
Christ is and know who they are in
Him and help them see how they
can help other people do the same
thing, to make disciples who make
disciples,” she said.

Photo by Sam Evans/The Alabama Baptist

The Daniel Edmonds Disciple Making Award is presented to Jane Barrett, executive
minister of Crossroads Community Church in Elmore, by Edmonds, who has served
at the helm of the office of Sunday School & Discipleship more than 25 years.
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Kingdom-focused mission guides
Alaska, Alabama cooperation

(continued from page 1)

At the end of July, Dave
and Susan Andrews, two
lay members of FBC
Grant, drove up from Ala-
bama, rode the ferry over to
the island and stayed in Sitka
until mid-September. Dave
Andrews filled the pulpit and
provided leadership for the
church for seven weeks.

“We’ve been privileged at
FBC Grant to be there the
entire summer providing
pastoral leadership and en-
couragement,” Conley said.

He returned to Sitka in
late September and attended
the Alaska Baptist Conven-
tion meeting in Juneau. He
said since that meeting, FBC
Sitka has received two resu-
més from potential pastoral
candidates.

Following that trip Conley
has been working with other
pastors in the association to
see if they can adopt a plan
to come together and help
support a pastor in Sitka for
the next three years.

Members at FBC Sitka
have told him this is the first
time they’ve been without a
pastor that they didn’t feel
overwhelmed and defeated.

“We’re making a time
commitment [and] a finan-

Photo courtesy of Chuck Conley

FBC Grant members serve on a missions trip to Sitka, Alaska,
thousands of miles from Alabama.

cial commitment to FBC Sit-
ka, and we’re trying to come
alongside them and help sup-
port a pastor there,” Conley
said. “There’s
certainly a need
for the gospel
message in Sit-
ka. I think it’s
important that
[FBC Sitka] not
only survives,
but thrives.”
FBC Grant is planning an-
other trip to Sitka in summer
2023 to run more basketball
camps and work on more
construction projects. Con-
ley believes the future for
ministry there is bright. He

For information on
Alaska partnerships,
contact Scotty

Goldman at 800-264-
1225, ext. 2387 or
sgoldman@alsbom.org.

(Forming partnerships

-

Photo by Dianna L. Cagle/The Alabama Baptist

Jae McKee (right), director of missions and church plant-
ing for the Alaska Baptist Resource Network, speaks with
Joe Godfrey, consultant with ALCAP, during a Nov. 16
informational luncheon focused on Alaska partnerships

hosted by the Shelby Baptist Association. (TAB)

also is talking with pastors in
the association about com-
ing together to offer a retreat
for pastors and their wives

in southeast
Alaska.

“We’ve had
an incredible
adventure, but
it’s not just
about the ad-
venture, it’s
about the King-
dom,” Conley declared.

It all started when he de-
cided to reach out to church-
es in the Last Frontier after
learning about Alabama Bap-
tists’ five-year partnership
with Alaska Baptists, which
began in May 2021.

“We’re super excited about
what the future holds,” Con-
ley said.

Scotty Goldman, director
of the office of global mis-
sions at the Alabama Baptist
State Board of Missions,
said what FBC Grant has
done in “putting the wheels
in motion to take care of this
church” has been “a great
example of true partnership.”

“There are dozens of op-
portunities like this all over
Alaska,” Goldman noted.
“We need more churches
or associations who will fill
those needs for our partners.
They might not all be exactly
like Sitka, but all of them,
and all Alabama Baptists,
can benefit from working to-
gether for the Kingdom.”

TAB CLASSIFIEDS

Place a classified ad below for $1 per word.
For more information call 205-870-4720, ext. 200,
or email ads@thealabamabaptist.org.

To place an online classified ad for $9.99/month,
visit thealabamabaptist.org/classifieds.

CHURCH POSITIONS

PASTOR

First Baptist Church Rogersville
is in search of a senior

pastor. Interested candidates
may email their resumé

to: seniorpastorsearch@
fbcrogersville.com or mail a
resumé to: First Baptist Church
Rogersville, 222 College
Street, Rogersville, AL 35652,
ATTN: Senior Pastor Search
Committee.

PASTOR

Newbridge Missionary Baptist
Church in Asheville, North
Carolina, a member of the
Southern Baptist Convention,
prayerfully seeks a man who
will preach the inerrant word
of God and has a heart for
missions. Email resumé to:
NewbridgePST@gmail.com.

WORSHIP PASTOR
Seeking someone to lead all
aspects of musical program of
Linden Baptist Church. This
is a full-time position and will
also have other responsibilities
as an associate pastor. For full
job description and to apply for
the position, visit http://www.
lindenbaptist.org and click on
“associate pastor application.”
You may contact the church
directly at 334-295-4278 or
by mail at P.O. Box 480776,
Linden, AL 36748.

WORSHIP LEADER
Hopewell Baptist Church

near Andalusia, Alabama, is
prayerfully seeking a part-time
worship leader. Interested
people can apply by sending

a resumé to: Hopewell Baptist
Church, 6592 Brooklyn

Rd., Andalusia, AL 36421

or by emailing a resumé to:
barryandlaura2000@gmail.
com. Resumés will be accepted
until Dec. 5. For more
information, please call 334—
222-2757 or 334-488-5133.

MINISTER OF WORSHIP
& FAMILIES

First Baptist Church of Atmore,
Alabama, is realigning ministry
positions. The church is
seeking a full-time minister

of worship and families to

lead the worship ministry and
serve as “second chair” to the
pastor in a church undergoing
an exciting revitalization. The
church is also seeking a co-
vocational minister to students.
Resumés may be sent to:
keving@fbcatmore.org.

DIRECTOR OF

CHILDREN AND/OR
PRESCHOOL

Parkview Baptist Church in De-
catur, Alabama, is prayerfully
seeking a full-time and/or part-
time director of children and/or
preschool. Send resumés and
questions to: search.commit-
tee@parkviewdecatur.org.

OTHER POSITIONS

NURSERY
COORDINATOR

First Baptist Church Spanish
Fort is seeking a part-time
nursery coordinator. For
more information, contact
the Personnel Committee at
contact@fbcspanishfort.

SIGNS

CHURCH SIGNS

Signs are your first impression.
What kind of impression is your
church sign making? Call us

to replace/update yours with
either digital or traditional.
Statewide since 1994. 1-800-
729-6844 or 205-664-0955.
www.reliablesigns.com

()
o

BUSINESS

FOR SALE NEW & USED
STAIR LIFTS

Lift chairs, power wheelchairs,
car lifts, scooters and walk-in

tubs. We service Alabama.
1-800-682-0658

STEEPLES, ETC.

No job too big or too small.
Call for free on-site consulta-
tion. Toll-free 1-888-699-9679
or Alabama local 205-699-
9679. Ask for the owner,
Terry Barnes. Visit gallery at
leedsstainedglass.com.

TRAVEL/VACATION

LOG CABIN RENTAL

Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished.
Discounts to ministers. Log on
to www.paradisevista.net to see
pictures. Call for reservations at

205-540-3600.

FOR SALE

COMPUTERIZED
ENGRAVER

Chip remover, cutters, material,
software, $1,500. Excellent

for interior signs, name tags,
plaques and trophies. 256-565-
5207




CHRISTIAN crossword

ACROSS

1.
4.

8.
10.

11.

13.

14.
15.

18.
1IC],
20.
21.
23.
25.
27.
29.
31.
32.

33.

34.
35.

36.
38.

39.

40.

49,

43.

45.

46.

To carry something.
And thy land ____ ah.
(Isa. 62:4)
Shish____ ob.

Seen His star in the
_ . (Matt. 2:2)
Him only shalt thou
_ . (Matt. 4:10)
Togoona___ .
Also.

Thy word ... | will

_ it

(Ps. 119:105-106)
Anna. (var.)

Just a little bit.
[Samuel] ran unto
____.(1Sam. 3:5)
Printer’s measure.
That My joy might
____inyou.

(John 15:11)

Gives medicine to.
In the country of ...
_ . (1 Kings 4:19)
Praises.

A little while, and ye
shallnot __ Me.
(John 16:16)

To tie a rope off.
AsHe __ pure.

(1 John 3:3)

Not B.C.

They ____ the ship
aground. (Acts 27:41)
To exist.

Give ___ ,allye
inhabitants. (Joel 1:2)
Parent Teacher
Association. (abbr.)

A two-year college
degree.

Medical specialty.
(abbr.)

To rest.

Better ... he were
_____into the sea.
(Mark 9:42)

Orthe ___, be not
darkened.

(Eccles. 12:2)

Copyright 1994

47. 1 have fed you with
___.(1Cor.3:2

48. Professional
engineer. (abbr.)

DOWN

1.Tositor
(2 words)

2. For there are set
__ of judgment.
(Ps. 122:5)

3. Mommy. (var.)

4. Thou shaltnot
false witness.

(Ex. 20:16)

5. What cannibals do.

6. Teach Judah the __
of the bow.

(2 Sam. 1:18)

7. Light. (abbr.)

8.When| ___ silence.
(Ps. 32:3)

9. Ortouchthe .
(Ex. 19:12)

12. Length of time.
13. To perform something.
16. Cut off his right ____.
(Luke 22:50)
17. Lord of lords, and
____ofkings.
(Rev. 17:14)
22.Castthe ____ onthe

All Bible verses are KJV unless otherwise specified.

©Barbour Publishing Inc.

24.

26.

27.

28.

2,

30.

31.

32.

35.
36.

37.

38.

40.
42.

44,

right side of the ship.
(John 21:6)

When fowls came ...
Abram drove them
_ . (Gen.15:11)
Ephlal begat __ .
(1 Chron. 2:37)
Office of Strategic
Services. (abbr.)
_____men that were
lepers. (Luke 17:12)
Thy wordisa__
unto my feet.

(Ps. 119:105)

That we may ____
with Him.

(John 11:16)

Jesus ____ .
Soshallthy _ be
filled. (Prov. 3:10)
Egyptian sun god.
Rolled ____the
stone. (Matt. 28:2)
Jesus also ...
suffered without the
__ .(Heb. 13:12)
Estimated time of
arrival. (abbr.)
Snake.

New Testament.
(abbr.)

Not a.m.
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Associational leaders
hold annual meeting

By Dianna L. Cagle

The Alabama Baptist

he Alabama Baptist
I Conference of Asso-
ciational Leaders held
its annual meeting Nov.
14 at Shades Crest Baptist
Church in Hoover. At the
gathering, leaders were
urged to avoid tackling min-
istry alone.

The event featured Bob
Bumgarner, lead missional
strategist for First Coast
Churches (formerly Jack-
sonville Baptist Association
in Florida).

“Know you are chosen
for this role ... and for this
moment,” said Bumgarner,
noting how God chose Da-
vid, moving him from local
to national

creased to 42%, he said.
More than 80% of pastors
don’t feel rewarded in their
role. Bumgarner acknowl-
edged his own ministry
work can be stressful.

“COVID and I arrived at
the exact same [time],” said
Bumgarner, who started his
position in March 2020.

“I feel the weight of the
churches,” he said. “You
can’t do the Holy Spirit’s
work, but you can help [pas-
tors] not pastor alone. Sup-
port systems must be local.”

Bumgarner challenged
associational leaders to
help pastors build a sup-
port network. He added that
leaders need to have their
own network first. The net-

work should

ministry (Ps.
78:70-72).
Associa-
tional leaders
are in a place
to encourage
local pastors
and to help
keep them
from feeling
isolated and

include the
skillful coach,
bold chal-
lenger, wise
guide, travel-
ing compan-
ion, ministry
partner, trusted
confidant,
young leader
and next-phase

on their own, practitioner.

Bumgarner Photo by Dianna Cagle/The Alabama Baptist g S God S}?H

stlz?ssed. Bob Bumgarner speaks 25 018 a5 when
[ want you to Alabama Baptist He Calle(‘i you

to believe ‘lo- associational leaders. into ministry?”

cal’ matters,” Bumgarner

he said. “If there’s ever been asked. “He is.”

a time ... when the leverage
point is local, I believe it is
now.”

Gospel partnership
Jesus formed a team, a
gospel partnership, to send
out His core team to spread

the gospel, he noted.

“When we partner local-
ly,” he added, “there’s sur-
render that has to happen.”

Creating trust is key to
reaching people at a local
level. In 2017, Bumgarner
noted, a poll indicated 11%
of pastors surveyed had
considered resigning the
year before.

Jump to March 2022
and the number had in-

Representatives from the
Birmingham Metro Baptist
Association, Alabama Bap-
tist State Board of Missions,
Samford University’s Min-
istry Training Institute and
The Alabama Baptist also
spoke at the meeting.

In its business meeting,
leaders elected officers:
president, Stan Albright,
director of missions of
Coosa River Baptist Asso-
ciation; vice president, Jeff
Knight, lead mission strat-
egist of Tuscaloosa County
Baptist Association; and
secretary/treasurer, Tyler
Eiland, director of mis-
sions of Chilton Baptist
Association.
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Event and location are followed by

SBOM contact person and extension.

For more information on these events,

call 1-800-264-1225 or (334) 613 plus

the listed extension, or visit alsbom.

org/events. To register for virtual

events, visit PinnacleAlabama.org.

DECEMBER 2022

4-11 Week of Prayer for International Missions & Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering, Kathryn Helms, ext. 2325

8 Early Bird Tax Event, SBOM, Prattville, Lee Wright, ext. 2263

JANUARY 2023
1-7  January Bible Study, Daniel Edmonds, ext. 2285
5 Church Tax Conference, SBOM, Lee Wright, ext. 2263
11 Church Tax Conference, First, Silverhill, Lee Wright, ext. 2263
12 Church Tax Conference, First, Decatur, Lee Wright, ext. 2263
13-14 Student Missions Weekend, WorldSong, Kathryn Helms, ext. 2325
15 Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, Keith Hinson, ext. 2289
17 Intentional Leader Series: Person, SBOM, Prattville,
Kim Britton, ext. 2218
19-21 Youth Ministry Conclave, Chattanooga Convention Center,
Jessica Ingram, ext. 2262
25 Church Tax Conference, Southeast Alabama Association
Office, Dothan, Lee Wright, ext. 2263
26-27 DNA Annual Gathering-Making Disciples Through Great Groups,
First, Montgomery, Steve Layton, ext. 2221
28 Bible Skills and Drill Event, Shades Crest, Birmingham,
Belinda Stroud, ext. 2255
29-30 State Evangelism Conference, Lakeside, Birmingham,
Lori McGough, ext. 245

followers of Christ, we are
A united in the hope of the FEBRUARY
Gospel, and we are called to 1-4  Deaf Pastors Gathering, Shocco Springs, Kristy Kennedy, ext. 2311
: take the message of salvation to our . . . .
il ))‘\‘ neighbors across the street and around 4 Blble Skllls and Drlll Event, FIrSt, Montgomel’y,
7 the world. As members of the body of Belinda Stroud. ext. 2255
Christ, we are commended to share our . o ’ . .
resources in reaching a lost and dying 7 Ministers Tax Conference, SBOM, Prattville, Lee Wright, ext. 2262

world. As Alabama Baptists, we are
united in fueling missions and ministry
through the Cooperative Program.

WE ACCOMPLISH MORE
TOGETHER THAN WE EVER
COULD ALONE!

For FREE RESOURCES and other
information about the Cooperative
Program, visit AlabamaCP.org or
contact State Missionary Jay Stewart,
jstewart@alsbom.org,

(334) 613-2283.

11 VBS Live 2023, First, Level Plains, Patty Burns, ext. 2312

12 Racial Reconciliation Sunday, Keith Hinson, ext. 2289

14 Ministers Tax Conference, First, Decatur, Lee Wright, ext. 2263

14 Ministers’ Wives Connection, ONLINE, Cindy Wilson, ext. 2225

15 Ministers Tax Conference, First, Silverhill, Lee Wright, ext. 2263
17-18 Experiencing God Weekend, SBOM, Prattville, Rob Jackson, ext. 2343
18 VBS Live 2023, Northbrook, Cullman, Ramona Noah, ext. 2312

19 Hunger Sunday, Kristy Kennedy, ext. 2311

19 Focus On WMU Day, Kathryn Helms, ext. 2325

21 VBS Live 2023, First, Fort Payne, Ramona Noah, ext. 2312

21 Great Commission Conversations, ONLINE, Cindy Wilson, ext. 2225

22 Ministers Tax Conference, Southeast Alabama Association Office,
Dothan, Lee Wright, ext. 2263
23 MinistrySafe Awareness Training, Calvary, Dothan,

Lee Wright, ext. 2241
23 VBS Live 2023, First, Robertsdale, Ramona Noah, ext. 2312
23-26 Deaf Women'’s Gathering, Children’s Harbor,

Alexander City, Kristy Kennedy, ext. 2311
24-25 Bivocational Minister/Spouse Retreat, Shocco Springs,

Ken Allen, ext. 2208
24-25 Pursue, First, Montgomery, Ben Edfeldt, ext. 2276
25 VBS Live 2023, Glynwood, Prattville, Ramona Noah, ext. 2312
28 VBS Live 2023, Westmeade, Decatur, Ramona Noah, ext. 2312

Alabama Baptist

STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS

This resource is made possible by gifts of Alabama
Baptists through the Cooperative Program.
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Famous Christians from previous centuries

€roes

of the

By Joanne Sloan

Joanne Sloan, a member of First Baptist Church
Tuscaloosa, has been a published writer of articles
and books for 30 years. She has a bachelor’s degree
double majoring in history and English from East
Texas State University (now Texas A&M University—
Commerce) and a master’s degree specializing in
English from the University of Arkansas (1978).

Pastor, evangelist involved in inner-city missions work

rederick Brotherton (F.B.)

Meyer (1847-1929) was a

much-loved English Baptist

pastor and evangelist who
was also involved in inner-city mis-
sions work.

This year is the 175th anniversary
of his birth.

Born into a Christian home on
April 8, 1847, in London, he attend-
ed Brighton College, a public board-
ing preparatory school. In 1869, he
graduated from the University of
London and then studied theology at
Regent’s Park College, Oxford.

Meyer began a preaching ministry
in 1870. His first pastorate was in
Liverpool’s Pembroke Baptist Cha-

pel. Two years later he was pastor
at Priory Street Baptist Church in
York, where he met American evan-
gelist Dwight L. Moody. Meyer
introduced Moody to several

two years over 2,000 were regular
worshippers. Some of the new at-
tendees migrated from Charles Spur-
geon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle after
Spurgeon’s death in 1892.

churches in England. The
two preachers became life-
long friends.

Meyer led Victoria Road
Church from 1874 to 1878
and Melbourne Hall from
1878 to 1888, both in
Leicester. The next four

Meyer stayed at Christ
Church for 15 years. He
then started preaching at
conferences and evangelistic
services. His tours included
South Africa and Asia. He
also visited the United States
12 times. The latter years of

years he served at Regent’s ~ MEYER
Park Chapel in London.

In 1895, he became the pastor of

Christ Church in Lambeth. Only 100

people attended the church, but in

his life were spent returning
as pastor to Regent’s Park
Chapel and to Christ Church.
Involved in inner-city missions
work in England and North Ameri-

ca, he was a crusader against drunk-
enness and prostitution.

He spoke to 26 Keswick conven-
tions, which were made up of con-
servative evangelical Christians.

He wrote over 40 books. They
include biographies on biblical men
such as Moses, David, Jeremiah,
Elijah, Peter and Paul. “The Way
into the Holiest,” “The Secret of
Guidance,” “Our Glorious Lord”
and “Christian Living” are some of
his other writings.

Meyer died on March 28, 1929.
He had great influence over giants of
the faith such as Charles Spurgeon,
who said, “Meyer preaches as a man
who has seen God face to face.”

Evangelism
Ever yé ady.

FREE ADMISSION, no registration. Ministers’ Wives
gathering on Monday morning.

evangelizeAL.org/SEC

Mark Clifton
Senior Director of
Replanting, North
American Mission
Board

Chuck Lawless

Senior Professor

of Evangelism &
Missions,
Southeastern
Baptist Theological
Seminary

Fred Luter
Pastor, Franklin
Avenue Baptist
Church, New
Orleans

Willie McLaurin
Interim President
and CEO,
Executive
Committee of the
Southern Baptist
Convention

Ben Stubblefield
Pastor, Spring Hill
Baptist Church,
Mobile

Mac Brunson
Pastor, Valleydale
Church, Birmingham

Alabama Baptist
STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS

This event is made possible by gifts of Alaba
through the Cooperative Program.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

For December 4

Explore the Bible

By Douglas K. Wilson, Ph.D.
Dean of the Center for Christian Calling,

University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life

By Tyshawn Gardner, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Biblical and Religious Studies, Samford University

IN THE BEGINNING
John 1:1-14

Near the end of John’s gospel ac-
count, the evangelist explains his
intended outcome: “These things
are written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that by believing you
may have life in His name” (John
20:31).

This statement is essential for
understanding the purpose for the
account.

John intentionally utilizes Gen-
esis 1:1 as the foundation to assert
the agency of the Word in creation.
What better way to establish Jesus
is the eternal Son of God than to
quote the opening Greek words of
the Pentateuch, “en arche”? The
evangelist points to creation to
introduce the preincarnate Word,
“Logos.”

Was the Word (1-5)

Jesus was the Logos introduced
in Genesis 1:1. He was present
in the beginning. He was present
with God. He was present as God.
He was the Agent of creation, and
no created thing was created apart
from Him. He is the Author of life
in the world and the Architect of
light.

The evangelist’s choice of mo-
tifs encapsulates how he presents
Jesus, the Logos, Light and Life.
John offers themes which will echo
throughout the gospel account. The
“I am” revelations, for example,
echo these themes of light and life:
I am “the Bread of Life” (6:35),
“the Light of the World” (8:12),
“the Resurrection and the Life”
(11:35), “the Way, the Truth and
the Life” (14:6).

Made Known (6-8)

“There was a man sent from
God whose name was John.” As a
college student, I heard a chapel
speaker quip that Christians from
different denominations interpret
this verse differently: John Huss,
John Wycliffe, John Knox, John
Wesley, John Calvin or John Bun-
yan.

Any good Bible expositor, how-
ever, will tell you the evangelist

was writing
about John the
Baptist.

John, the pro-
phetic forerunner
of Jesus, was asked whether he
was the Anointed One, but he
testified that One greater than
himself was coming (Luke 3:15-
17).

Unlike Luke’s account which
includes dialogue between the
prophet and enquirers, John sim-
ply states the baptizer was not the
Light who gives life, but he came
to bear witness to the Light.

In the Flesh (9-14)

The Creator entered creation,
and His creatures did not recognize
Him.

The Covenant Maker who re-
vealed grace and truth since His
revelation to Moses (Ex. 34:6-7)
came to the remnant of Israel, yet
most did not receive Him. Anyone
who did receive Him did so be-
cause they were born of God, not
by heritage or personal will. Only
the ones who receive the Word by
faith bear the right to be called
children of God.

John emphasizes the incarna-
tion of the Word with language
reminiscent of the Torah: “And
the Word became flesh and dwelt
...” The CSB footnote for verse 14
indicates the literal translation for
dwelt is “tabernacled.” The taber-
nacle served as a temporary mobile
center to Israel’s camp during the
wilderness wanderings and the es-
tablished central location for Israel
to meet with God in the promised
land.

In the initial passage, the evange-
list points to the Word as the cen-
tral character in this narrative. Both
His deity and the humanity of the
Word are fundamental for John’s
account.

As an apologia against Gnosti-
cism (or Docetism) later in the
passage, the evangelist underscores
the incarnation — that God physi-
cally became flesh, rather than
merely appearing to do so.

The Word was God. The Word
became flesh. And the evangelist
was eyewitness to the incarnation.

THE FEAR OF GOD
Psalm 33:6-15, 18-22

In 1952, German-born philosopher
and theologian Paul Tillich published
his magnum opus, “The Courage to
Be.” It instantly became a bestseller
and a required text in universities
and seminaries around the world, not
only because of its masterful prose
but because it spoke to the time.

The year 1952 was a time of un-
certainty — the beginning of the
Cold War, the proliferation of exis-
tential doubt, the spread of anxiety
in every corridor of human life.

The book confronts anxiety in three
ways: anxiety of fate and death (on-
tological); emptiness and loss; and
guilt and condemnation.

Those same fears exist today, not
just in the public square but also in
the church. People in every walk of
life experience fears, from teachers
and administrators to parents and
children, and from the pulpit to the
pew. Considering these fears, both in
1952 and 2022, we need the kind of
courage only the fear of God gives us.

We fear God when we stand in
awe of Him as Creator. (6-9)
The fear of God is proper respect

and awe-inspiring reverence for His

holiness, sovereignty and eternality.

In Psalm 33:8, the psalmist declares,

“Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all

the people of the world revere Him.”
All of creation must reverence

God, who is powerful over all cre-

ation, including the waters and heav-

ens. Man is not worthy of the rever-
ence we owe God. However, there
are times when we give this kind of
fear to men and women.

We fear God when we
willingly surrender to His
plans as Lord. (10-15)

The fear of man opens the door to
unhealthy fears, manipulative rela-
tionships and unmanageable obliga-
tions. What starts out as admiration
and slight intimidation of a person
will soon turn into habits, schedules
and activities that drain the soul and
empty us of life.

As the people of God, we should
only fear God. The fear of God leads
to life, but the fear of man leads to

a joyless life. We
should never al-
low the fear of liv-
ing to rob us from
the joys of having
a life.

Even the mightiest of nations
must bow down in reverence to God.
Any nation who fears the Lord will
be blessed. The wisdom of God is
greater than any human philosophy.

Nations that honor God by em-
bracing the counsel of the Lord
will enjoy prosperity and posterity
because the truth and wisdom in the
Lord’s counsel does not fade away.

We fear God when we
depend on Him as our Shield

and Provider. (18-22)

The sovereign Lord is all seeing.
He is aware of our physical loca-
tions as well as the disposition of our
heart. Psalm 18 declares, “the eye of
the Lord is on those who fear Him.”
Believers who reverence God can
also look to God in hope for help.

As God’s eye is on those who fear
Him, our eyes should also be on
God. Keeping our eyes on the Lord
means keeping our heads up and
keeping our thoughts elevated as we
await the One who has the power
to deliver our souls from death and
keep us alive in famine.

A healthy fear of the Lord gives
birth to hope in times of trouble, and
hope in God in times of trouble en-
sures help in times of trouble.

Help means relief, restoration, aid
and assistance. Help implies there
are some internal or external factors
negating the progress of an individ-
ual or group, which requires some
inside or outside aid and assistance
to remedy the situation. Everyone
needs help, but the fear of the Lord
ensures hope and help.

For the single mother wishing and
wanting the best of opportunities for
her children, there is hope and help.
For the person diagnosed with an
incurable disease, there is hope and
help. For the employee laid off due
to the pandemic who later discovers
they are ineligible for unemploy-
ment, there is hope and help.

When we fear the Lord, we have
no need to fear any person or situa-
tion.



DECEMBER 1, 2022 / THE ALABAMA BAPTIST / PAGE 15

MEDIA REVIEWS

By Martha Brown and Marissa Postell

The Alabama Baptist

Latest books help widows, share life lessons and theology

The Widow’s Song:
Meditations for Widows
from God’s Word with
Stories from Widows’

Journeys
Francis Rollins King Abrams
DJK Publishing, 2022

he Widow’s Song” by Francis

Rollins King Abrams is an en-
couraging book for her target audi-
ence, those who have lost a spouse,
but it is also an insightful book for
others facing struggles.

The book’s 40 devotionals contain

personal reflec-

tions based on
Abrams’ own
experiences
after the loss of
her husband,
longtime pas-
tor and director
of missions
Jerome King,
in 2009. It also

includes stories

of widows from the Bible; verses,
hymns and poetry based on Scrip-
ture; and stories from contemporary
widows. Topics include “When
Sleep Eludes,” “Finding Joy,” “God
1s in Control,” “Contentment” and a
fitting final reading entitled “Good-
Bye Mountain.”

EDITOR’S NOTE

Reviews of films, books, music
or other media that appear

in TAB are intended to help
readers evaluate current
media for themselves, their
children and grandchildren

in order to decide whether to
watch, read or listen. Reviews
are not an endorsement by the
writer or TAB Media.

The reader soon realizes the emo-
tions, the heartache and the pain as-
sociated with losing a spouse are not
unique but are shared by all widows.

Abrams’ words are filled with en-
couragement and hope for the griev-
ing. The book fulfills the promise of
its subtitle: “Meditations for Widows
from God’s Word with Stories from
Widows’ Journeys.”

The final paragraph of the book’s
forward reads, “My prayer is that
you and I will come to view our sta-
tion in life as an opportunity to en-
counter Jesus, spread the good news
of His love and encourage others
as He touches our widowed lives.”
Amen.

Widowhood is a dark moment in
life, but the love of God permeates
that sorrow, as Abrams beautifully il-
lustrates in her writing. Knowing and
trusting that God’s promises never
fail is the rock on which a widow’s
journey should rest.

I would heartily recommend this
book for recent widows and also for
those who have been widowed for
years. (Martha Brown)

Pages From a Forgotten
Notebook: My Journey in

Faith
A. Ray Lee
Soncoast Publishing, 2022
Author A. Ray Lee has written a
poignant memoir, “Pages From
a Forgotten Notebook: My Journey
in Faith,” chronicling his life from
a small farm in rural Alabama to
seminary to the pulpits of several
churches over a period of 60 years.
As I read through the pages of
Lee’s book, Luke 22:31 came to
mind. To paraphrase, it was as if the
Lord was saying, “Ray, Ray! Satan
1s looking to shake your faith, setting
you up for a fall.”
But in the face of trials, Lee also

received encouragement. As readers
progress through each chapter, which
could be likened to journal entries,
they will see how Lee grew from
each experience and how he contin-
ued to spread
the gospel in
spite of, and
perhaps even as
a result of, his
trials.

Many tests of
faith are shared
in his book.
For Lee, just as
for us, “Jesus
Christ began a
good work in us, and He is faithful
to complete it” (Phil. 1:6).

In his final chapter, “Nearing the
End of My Journey,” Lee writes,
“Aspects of my journey were pain-
ful, faith called into question, pain-
ful rejection, courage challenged,
self-worth questioned, clouds of
doubt obscuring the future.” He goes
on to say, “An understanding began
to emerge of what I had learned.”

Lee describes himself as not only
a survivor but an overcomer with
an experiential and sustaining faith.
The Lord renewed his strength over
and over.

“Pages From a Forgotten Note-
book: My Journey in Faith” is an
uplifting and inspiring read.

Lee is the author of two other
books, “There is a Time” and “My
Angel Slept with Me.” (Martha
Brown)

Fruitful Theology: How the
Life of the Mind Leads to

the Life of the Soul

Ronni Kurtz
B&H Books, 2022
hat do you picture when you
think of a holy person?
Do you think of unsmiling faces

or high-achieving intellectuals? Do
you associate closeness with God
and greater knowledge of the things
of God with dour people in pews or
lofty sounding conversations?

In his new book, “Fruitful Theol-
ogy: How the Life of the Mind Leads
to the Life of the Soul,” pastor and
professor Ronni Kurtz explores how
theology can help reorient the Chris-
tian’s life toward the fruit of the Spir-
it and how a right contemplation of
God can lead to right living for God.

Both laypeople who may be
intimidated by theology and aca-
demics who may be exhausted by
theology have seen it weaponized
or politicized in an us versus them
culture war. But theology was never
intended to be a tool to belittle oth-
ers and elevate self. Instead, the
heart of theology is right worship
of God and right love for our neigh-
bors.

Focusing on the fruit of the Spirit
in Galatians 5, Kurtz evaluates how
Christians who fix their minds on
the things of
God (and all
things in rela-
tion to Him)
aren’t perform-
ing a mere in-
tellectual stunt.
Rather, they’re
engaging in the
process of pro-
ducing fruit and
becoming more
Christlike.

As Kurtz explores each of the
fruits of the Spirit, he breaks down
barriers and helps the reader under-
stand how accessible theology can
be, and how it impacts his or her
Christian walk.

He is also the author of “No Shad-
ow of Turning: Divine Immutability
and the Economy of Redemption.”
(Marissa Postell, Lifeway).
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Starting a new life

By Carolyn Tomlin

Texas Baptist Standard

Texas church offers hope to refugees who relocate to Austin

hen Paul Sebi-

neza helped plant a

church in Austin to

reach new arrivals
from refugee camps in Kenya,
he had an advantage — personal
experience.

“I understand the fears and
frustration of coming to America
and starting a new life. Once, |
was in their place,” said Sebineza,
who immigrated to the United
States from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo.

Sebineza serves alongside Pas-
tor Dieudonne Ratabagaya at
Hope of Life Baptist Church in
Austin. As coordinator of church
programs, his responsibilities

For those who have difficulty
feeding their families, the church
provides groceries.

Hope of Life receives support
from the Texas Baptist Hunger
Offering.

And the number of people in
need continues to grow.

“Since restrictions are less
strict [under the current] admin-
istration, we have seen more
refugees arriving in Austin,” Se-
bineza said.

‘God has blessed’

When Sebineza helped plant
Hope of Life Church in Austin,
his life changed.

“I feel good about what I’'m

Photo courtesy of Texas Baptist Standard

Hope of Life Church ministers to refugees who relocate to Austin, Texas. The
church gives those who attend the opportunity to dance and sing familiar music
and hear sermons in their native language. Refugees also receive help finding jobs.

doing and how God has blessed
me. ... God is good. America is
good,” he said.

include ministries geared toward
children, youth, men and fami-
lies, as well as camps.

When Sebineza and Ratabagaya
started Hope of Life Church in
2015, they began with six people.
Today, average attendance is 140.

The church’s name, Hope of
Life, explains its purpose and
ministry, Sebineza said.

Hardships

“These refugees have lost ev-
erything,” he said.

“Many have been in refugee
and resettlement camps for five
to 10 years. The church is helping
them fit into the American cul-
ture. It is difficult.”

Sebineza understands the hard-
ships of being a refugee.

He spoke French when he ar-
rived in the United States and
knows the difficulty of learning to
speak and write English.

He empathizes with the newly
resettled refugees, and they re-
spond to him because he relates
to what they are going through.

Hope of Life Baptist Church

gives those who attend the oppor-
tunity to dance and sing familiar
music and hear sermons in their
native language. Ratabagaya of-
ten allows ordained
men in the church to
preach, which gives
them experience in
speaking and sermon
preparation.

In addition to help-
ing new arrivals learn
English and become
more familiar with
American food, cus-
toms, culture and
recreation, the church also assists
with transportation.

“Imagine being in a large city
like Austin, and not understand-
ing the language,” Sebineza said.
““What bus should I take to go
to work? Which bus takes me
home?’ This is only one example
of the problems faced.”

TO READ MORE
STORIES LIKE
THIS ABOUT TEXAS

BAPTISTS, VISIT
BAPTISTSTANDARD.
COM.

The church also helps resettled
refugees find jobs. The city needs
workers, and the people can learn
skills needed for labor, Sebineza
noted. But complet-
ing applications and
developing a resumé
can be daunting for a
new arrival.

Hope of Life also
offers counseling to
those who request it.
With so many chang-
es, adjusting to a new
way of life can be
depressing, Sebineza
acknowledged.

“Expectations from back home
are not easy to change,” he ob-
served.

COVID-19 effect

The COVID-19 pandemic in-
creased the number of people
needing help.

In addition to ministering to
refugees who relocate to Austin,
Hope of Life also ministers to
people in their homeland.

In September, Ratabagaya and
Sebineza will journey to Kenya
to help plant a church, and Rata-
bagaya’s sermons at Hope of Life
are posted on YouTube.

“Technology allows people all
over the world to listen and be-
come involved in this ministry,”
Ratabagaya said.

“This is one of the blessings
from God — that everyone, re-
gardless of where they live, if
they have a computer or cell
phone and internet, can hear the
gospel.”

As Sebineza offers encourage-
ment to refugees, he often points
to a favorite Bible verse, John
14:27: “Peace I leave with you,
My peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.”
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Growing faith

By Leslie Peacock Caldwell

International Mission Board

Refugee’s journey reveals plight of many persecuted Christians

ights are the hardest.

Really, anytime he’s

alone in the apartment

is hard. He’d much

rather be with people
or be busy at work. Time alone re-
minds him of his family — his wife,
daughter and two sons. He hasn’t
seen them in person in nine years.
He blinks back tears when he talks
about them.

When Aftab fled his home coun-
try, he thought he’d only be gone
for a few weeks, possibly months.
He can hardly imagine that it’s
been this long. He can’t believe the
journey he’s taken. Still, he remains
amazed at God’s protection and
faithfulness.

Daily life remains difficult as
a refugee, but he no longer faces
danger. He shares a government-
subsidized apartment with two other
refugees. He has work in a fish
factory. He has friends. His faith is
growing, and he seizes every op-
portunity to share the gospel. Still,
it’s lonely as he continues to wade
through the legal processes that will
bring his family to him.

Unlikely friendship

One of his closest friends is Inter-
national Mission Board missionary
Ian Gibson. The friendship between
the two is evidenced by the comfort
Aftab feels with Ian and his family.
He often joins them for meals and
enjoys cooking for them.

For Aftab’s birthday, the Gib-
sons took him rock climbing. It’s
a friendship between followers of
Christ who share a common purpose
to spread the good news.

But Aftab’s background is much
different from Ian’s upbringing in
Georgia.

Though his life was not always
easy, Aftab was born into a Chris-

IMB photo

Aftab shares stories of many others in his home country who are
persecuted for being Christians. He faced the mistreatment of Christians
common in his region, but he grew up used to it.

tian family, received a good educa-
tion, married a Christian woman,
had three children and a good

job. He had Muslim and Christian
friends. He faced the mistreatment
of Christians com-
mon in his region, but
he grew up used to it.

But in adulthood,
he noticed very overt
persecution, costing
the homes and lives
of Christians. He pro-
tested, peacefully and
legally. He knew he
was within his rights
to do so.

But the local government didn’t
intervene when Aftab was accused
of blasphemy, a crime that often
results in execution, especially for
Christians. Warned by a friend to
leave immediately, Aftab fled on
foot for his country’s border. He
thought the accusations against him

SBC DAY OF PRAYER
FOR THE PERSECUTED
CHURCH IS NOV. 6.

RESOURCES ARE
AVAILABLE AT IMB.
ORG/PERSECUTED.

would settle. He thought Muslim
friends and people he knew in the
local government would come to his
aid. No one would help him.

Facing death threats, Aftab began
a grueling journey
away from his home
country, away from
his family. He walked
for weeks on rough
roads and across steep
mountains. Others
were also fleeing the
country, and some-
times they would hike
together. Aftab said at
one point he was too weak to even
carry a small plastic bag with per-
sonal items. They were all hungry
and hopeless.

“God, save me. Help me,” Aftab
remembers continually praying.

His family drained their bank
accounts to hire human smugglers
to carry Aftab across borders. The

journey required long hours, even
days, crouched in a shipping con-
tainer with no food or water.

Aftab finally settled in a European
refugee camp. There he met a Chris-
tian who works with refugees. He
was introduced to a new faith com-
munity and encouraged to seek God
with renewed hope. “The Christians
there were very serious about their
faith. They helped me to see I could
still live for God,” Aftab says.

Family of faith

His own faith was strengthened,
and he started to tell others what it
meant to follow Jesus. In his time
there, he baptized 30 new believers.

In spite of having a strong fam-
ily of faith, life in the refugee camp
wasn’t free from danger. The more
Aftab spoke openly of the plight of
Christians in his home country, the
more Muslims in the camp became
enraged. One night he was led out-
side of the camp and brutally beaten.
Friends warned him he had to leave.

A final leg of his journey brought
him to a community in Europe
where Ian serves. [an heard from
a friend that Aftab needed help.

A friendship grew, and today they
serve as ministry partners.

IMB asks Southern Baptists to
pray Nov. 6 for persecuted Chris-
tians around the world:

» Pray the gospel would continue
to spread even in the face of perse-
cution. Ask God to reunite families.

» Praise God for the faithfulness
of believers around the world who
are choosing to follow Christ, even
unto death. Ask God to hear the
cries of His children and be their
Deliverer.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Some names
may have been changed for security
reasons.
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rip of a

LIFETIME

By Marilyn Stewart

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Motorcycle sabbatical goes “off-road’ visiting small churches in 45 states

hen Jeff Farmer
rode his Indian
Chieftain motor-
cycle off the New
Orleans Baptist Theological Sem-
inary campus in May, it marked
day one of a five-month sab-
batical year journey that covered
thousands of miles and 45 states.

His goal was to step into grow-
ing small-membership churches
around the nation and see what
fuels their growth.

In other words, Farmer was rid-
ing into a really big laboratory.

“The purpose of the Cas-
key Center is to encourage and
equip,” said Farmer, associate
director of the NOBTS Caskey
Center for Church Excellence.
“That’s very much a part of who
we are, and part of why I’'m go-
ing.”

Ministry context, ministry fo-
cus and evangelism strategy were
the focal points of Farmer’s in-
terviews with pastors across the
country.

From that, Farmer hoped to for-
mulate principles and tools other
churches can use.

“We have so many churches
that are small in size,” Farmer ex-
plained.

“A lot of them feel alone, as if
there’s no way to grow a church
in their context. But I'm finding
churches in every context that
God is able to grow.”

100 churches

While Farmer visited about 100
small membership churches, he
looked forward to another minis-
try aspect of his trip.

NOBTS photo

Jeff Farmer, associate director of the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
Caskey Center for Church Excellence, makes a stop during his five-month
sabbatical year journey that covered thousands of miles and 45 states.

Farmer expected gospel con-
versations to come up daily. His
bike, with its classic look and il-
luminated headdress light on the
front bumper, provided the start-
ing point.

“Whenever I ride my Indian
Chieftain, people come over and
talk to me,” Farmer said. “God
has used the motorcycle as a great
icebreaker for me to get into gos-
pel conversations.”

Farmer’s route took him to
churches that recorded 100 or less
in worship attendance in 2016
and experienced at least a 10%
growth from then until the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.

He also narrowed his selection
to include churches with a few
specific baptism statistics such as

a minimum of 25% growth com-
ing from baptisms.

Farmer’s journey took him from
the West Coast, across the moun-
tainous West and into the Mid-
west, through the Great Lakes
region and then into the Northeast
as far as Maine before turning
south on the final leg of his trip
back home to New Orleans.

Other five states

The five states not on his itin-
erary include Hawaii, Alaska
and three states that did not have
churches whose recorded data fit
Farmer’s criteria. Farmer’s route
was mapped out from New Orleans
to Anaheim, California, where he
stopped for the Southern Baptist
Convention Annual Meeting.

Prior to this journey, Farmer’s
longest motorcycle ride cov-
ered more than 1,000 miles in
16 hours in an event benefiting
wounded members of the mili-
tary.

Paige Farmer, his college-aged
daughter who worked for the Cas-
key Center this summer, handled
the logistics of booking churches
and interviews, helping navigate
some routes and other details.

‘Learned so much’

“I enjoy helping him. It gives
me an extra excuse to call and
talk to him while he’s away
which I could never pass up,”
Paige Farmer said. “I have
learned so much about the lo-
cations he is visiting while re-
searching for him, and I love get-
ting to see photos of everywhere
he is stopping.”

Along the way, Farmer camped
out, spent some nights with
friends or at churches and posted
about his experiences through
a blog and a podcast hosted at
caskeycenter.com. He can be con-
tacted at jfarmer@nobts.edu or
by emailing farmer.research22 @
gmail.com.

Farmer considers the trip a
once-in-a-lifetime experience and
is grateful to the seminary and to
Southern Baptists whose support
of the seminary made his sabbati-
cal possible, he noted.

With a trip so far and so varied,
surprises were sure to come up.
Nevertheless, Farmer said the trip
would go “one day at a time,”
leaving it up to God.
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