The Alabama Baptist

Toll free 800-803-5201 Vol. 188, No. 42
www.thealabamabaptist.org OCtOber 26, 2023 Informing. Inspiring. Connecting.

Unsplash.com

‘Biblical mandate’

Annual orphans, widows emphasis highlights need to care for the vulnerable

By Erin Roach James 1:27 in which Christ shows Lifeline Children’s Services, vention calendar of events marks
The Alabama Baptist specific care to the fatherless,” said  based in Birmingham (lifelinechild. Nov. 12 as Orphans and Widows
hurches in Alabama Herbie Newell, executive org), is the largest evangeli- Sunday, others call it Stand Sunday.

and beyond are urged director of Lifeline Chil-
to observe Orphans and  dren’s Services. “This day

cal adoption and child wel-
Orphans fare agency in the United ‘Stand Sunday’
and Widows

Widows Sunday on sheds light on the stagger- Sundav i States. Lifeline serves “Stand Sunday is a day to ac-
s ) . y is . S
Nov. 12, recommitting ing numbers of children Nov. 12. vulnerable children and knowledge foster families in our
to the task of caring for children in struggling in the orphan families through private local churches and to celebrate and
distress through foster care, adop- care crises around the world domestic and international ~ support their noble and biblical
tion and other means. and serves as a reminder for Christ- adoption, family restoration and calling,” said Rod Marshall, presi-
“Orphan Sunday serves as a re- followers to continue advocating pregnancy counseling. dent of the Alabama Baptist
minder of the biblical mandate in and caring for vulnerable children.” While the Southern Baptist Con- (See ‘Eternal,’ page 8)
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A “tribe” (small group) at Banner Church pauses for a photo. More than 80
people are currently involved in tribes at the church.

Banner Church continues
to grow in amazing ways

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

alachi Cole said he’s

shocked, even though

it “shouldn’t be shock-
ing because God can do what He
wants.”

But Banner Church has grown in
amazing ways since TAB shared
the story of the brand-new plant
back in February.

They’ve baptized 12 college stu-
dents since the church started with
the purpose of reaching the Jack-
sonville State University campus
along with the surrounding Jack-
sonville community.

They’re also averaging more than
100 in worship and more than 80
in small groups with 27 people en-
gaged in discipleship groups.

“It’s been so encouraging. We
have been so blessed, blessed be-
yond what we even considered,”
said Cole, who serves as pastor.

“We’re just praying for more fa-
vor at the university and in the city,
for more disciples to be made and
be obedient to what God has called
us to do.”

He said they’re also seeing the
church grow into a multigenera-
tional, multiethnic group, which “is
a beautiful thing to see.”

“We want to reflect our campus
and mirror the community as a
whole,” Cole said. “We believe
that’s a healthy thing to do, and

we’ve been encouraged to see a
glimpse of that already.”

Banner Church was the fourth
church planted as part of The Well
Network, which Highland Baptist
Church in Florence started in 2015
to plant churches near university
campuses.

The Well Network is preparing to
launch its next two plants in 2024
— in Starkville, Mississippi, early
next year and Mobile in the fall.

To read more about The Well
Network, read our story from ear-
lier this year at tabonline.org/
the-well-network.

Photo courtesy of Banner Church

Malachi Cole, pastor of Banner Church
in Jacksonville, baptizes Tori Williams.
The church has baptized 12 college
students in the past eight months.

The Alabama Baptist

“If ye continue in My word, then ...
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” John 8:31-32
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GUEST
EDITORIAL

for this week’s issue of The Alabama Baptist

Carrie Brown McWhorter, Content Editor

Pride of ‘knowing’ can be detrimental to peaceful relationships

n his book “Upside Down
Leadership: Rethinking
Influence and Success,”
pastor and author Taylor
Field writes about “the fu-
tility of trying to know it all.”

Field describes feeling a “need
to think and read more slowly ...
rather than always finding ways
to access more information more
quickly and efficiently.”

Do you have that feeling some-
times? I readily admit I do.

Each day, I and other members
of our TAB Media editorial team
read dozens of emails, text and
phone messages, social media
posts, and news and feature ar-
ticles from a variety of sources in
an effort to determine what con-
tent to share with you.

Some news develops slowly;
other stories seem to change min-
ute by minute. Though we strive
to provide coverage that is accu-
rate, calm and compassionate, it
often feels like there is little time
to process each item and its sig-
nificance when there is so much
information coming our way.

And it’s not just news; there’s
an infinite number of podcasts,
blogs, tweets, posts and memes
shaping the worldview and opin-
ions of our readers on a daily
basis, and we strive to be aware
of those conversations too.

Perhaps that is what Field
means when he warns of the dan-

ger of being on the “cutting edge
of information.”

He writes, “The problem is not
in the acquiring of more informa-
tion. The danger can come when
we begin to think that we can
necessarily understand things bet-
ter than others, since we have had
more access to sometimes repeti-
tive or trivial information. It can
become another kind of subtle
pride where we delude ourselves
that we know something when we
don’t.” Ouch.

Careful use of knowledge

Field’s statement challenged
me to consider how I use the
knowledge I have. Am I us-
ing my knowledge in the spirit
of Ephesians 4:29, to build up
and benefit others according to
their needs? Am I watching my

words, as James 1:26 cautions,
especially in conversations with
and about those in church lead-
ership?

During this Pastor Apprecia-
tion Month, we’ve shared a num-
ber of suggestions for honoring
those God has called to pastoral
ministry. I’ll add one more to the
list: Prayerfully consider wheth-
er what you “know” (or think
you know) needs to be shared
with your pastor.

In a recent blog post at
churchanswers.com, Thom
Rainer writes that instantaneous
communication means pastors
often encounter thoughtless
communication.

They often face what Rainer
calls emotional whiplash, having
“their emotions jerked around a
few times a day.”

“Let no corrupting talk come
mouths, but only such as is good for building
up, as fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear.”

EPHESIANS 4:29

While pastoral counselors and
advisers may be needed to help
them deal with the spiritual, emo-
tional and professional fallout of
this “harsh reality” that Rainer
describes, we as church members
have a biblical responsibility to
hold our pastors in the “highest
regard of love because of their
work™ and to “live in peace with
each other” (1 Thess. 5:13).

Practice restraint

It’s easy to make our prefer-
ences known to our pastor and
others, but it’s not always helpful
to do so. Proverbs 17:28 is often
quoted as a warning about fool-
ish talk, but the preceding verse
is equally helpful: “The one who
has knowledge uses words with
restraint, and whoever has un-
derstanding is even-tempered”
(Prov. 17:27).

out of your
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Gazan Christians caught in Hamas-Israel crossfire

By Eric Black

Baptist Standard

bout 900 Christians live in
AGaza, but Gazan Christians
are glossed over simply as
Palestinians, who themselves often
are reduced to no more than Hamas.
We need to learn to look beyond
the headlines. We need to look for
who is missing from the reports and
what’s not being said. Many times,
our own brothers and sisters in
Christ will be found in that void.
The Gaza Strip is a small place,
almost 141 square miles in size,
More than 2 million people live in
Gaza, hemmed between the Medi-
terranean Sea on the west, Egypt
— who doesn’t want them — on the
south, and Israel everywhere else.
There is nowhere for them to flee

Israel’s reprisals following Hamas’
surprise attack Oct. 7.

This means Christians in Gaza
also have few places to flee.

Gaza is also an impoverished
place. The Christian Mission to
Gaza website reports:

» Children age 14 and younger
make up 45% of Gaza’s population,
compared to less than 18% of the
U.S. population.

» “Only 3 percent live past 65.”

» “Less than 10% of the water is
fit to drink, with seawater, sewage
and chemicals contaminating Gaza’s
overloaded aquifer.”

» Before the war, electricity was
“available for only about four hours
a day.”

» “Three out of 10 people live be-
low the $1.90-a-day poverty line.”

Report: Gospel penetrates chaos

Despite the constant tension
and conflict in the Middle
East, gospel outreach is flourish-
ing in the region, A.S. Ibrahim,
professor of Islamic Studies at
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, told Kentucky Today.

“I am thrilled about what I am
hearing and seeing in terms of
gospel proclamation in the
region,” he said. “You would
imagine a region in that chaotic
situation would be very far from
the gospel. In fact, it is complete-
ly the opposite.”

“I would say that the amount
of gospel proclamation and the
advancement of the gospel in this
land is unprecedented — as never
before,” he said.

During a recent visit, he said,
“I saw Muslims coming to
churches, attending the services,
and I saw some of them baptized,
and I saw some of them being
discipled. I praise the Lord for all
that 1s happening and seeing how
many Muslims are abandoning
their religion after they encounter
the gospel of Christ.”

» “80% depend on charity for
food.”
According to an email from Pas-
tor Hanna (John) Massad,

giveness, love for everyone ... be-
cause all of us, all of us as human
beings created in the image of God
regardless of our ethnicity,

founder of Christian Mis-
sion to Gaza and former
pastor of Gaza Baptist
Church, the majority of
Gaza’s 2 million people do
not belong to Hamas or the
Palestine Liberation Organi-

our background, we can see
God in each other.”

We need to have the Spirit
of Christ, not the spirit of
the Crusaders, Massad said.
The Crusaders were “mo-
tivated by violence, hatred

zation, but “are people who
want to raise and support
their families.”

Gazan Christians trace their roots
“to the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:9—
11),” Massad stated. Among the 14
ethnic groups named in Luke’s ac-
count of that day, Arabs were among
them, Massad reminds us.

Today, there are three Christian
churches in the Gaza Strip, only
one of which is evangelical — Gaza
Baptist Church. Massad reported
Gaza Baptist Church’s building sus-
tained damage when Israeli muni-
tions struck nearby.

Early in the conflict, Massad re-
ported that many Christians in the
Rimal neighborhood of Gaza City
have lost their homes and are seek-
ing refuge in the area because there
is nowhere else for them to find
refuge.

We need to see and understand our
Gazan brothers’ and sisters’ plight
the way Christ sees it.

As Massad said during his in-
terview: “When you meet with the
Lord Jesus, He put love in your
heart, and He put the spirit of for-

BLACK

Share online or email news@thealabamabaptist.org

and revenge,” but the Spirit
of Christ is “motivated
by love. This is what we
want, and this is what motivates our
hearts,” he said.

In that Spirit, Massad called us to

pray.

Pray for all involved

“The family we belong to as the
body of Christ, we need to pray for
brothers and sisters on both sides
[Israel and Gaza]. ... We belong to
a wonderful family, and Jesus is the
head,” he said.

We don’t always know how to
pray, but “the Holy Spirit which
lives inside of us ... takes the agony
deep inside of every one of us and
lifts it before the throne of God our
heavenly Father, who will respond
according to our needs and his will,”
Massad said.

In that same Spirit — the Spirit of
Christ — and regardless of theology
or political position, I join with Pas-
tor Massad in calling us to pray for
all involved — Israel and Gaza.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This story
was originally published by Baptist
Standard and has been edited for
space. Read the full article at tabon-
line.org/gaza-christians.
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L€t Paul needed ongoing prayer to do
evangelism, | suspect all of us do too.)?

CHUCK LAWLESS

Professor and associate dean, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

“If we don’t equip them, they’ll
probably be right back,” said Ash-
ley Liveoak, executive director
of Care Net of Chilton County,
which offers a broad spectrum of
resources to help women navigate
unplanned pregnancies and get
back on their feet.

“We want to make sure we give
them the tools to break those gen-
erational curses.”

“It’s good to listen to anyone
with an opinion. But be careful if
you attempt to please everyone.
You can’t,” said Mark MacDon-
ald, church branding strategist for
BeKnownforSomething.com, on
the challenges of creating a church
logo.

If your church seems loud be-
cause it’s full of young people ... be
sure to praise the Lord for that!

Because a quiet church with no
young people is deafening.

@shane_pruitt78

X (formerly Twitter)

“Infertility is a type of grief and
that may be new information to
many people,” said Jenn Hesse,
co-author of “Waiting in Hope: 31
Reflections for Walking with God
Through Infertility.”

“It is a type of loss. It can include
miscarriage, which is losing a baby,
which is the death of a loved one.
Infertility is death of a dream, of all
these expectations. ...

“Many women come and show
up broken — and that’s okay. God
doesn’t take us after we’re cleaned
up. This is how we come. This is
how we approach Him.”

“For me, basketball is only a
platform that God has given me
to pour into the lives of young
people,” said Steve Edwards,
women’s basketball coach at
Brewton-Parker College. “It’s
much bigger than just winning
basketball games. It’s about seeing
lives transformed.”

“In my opinion, if you read your
Bible, He will bring you through
many things, especially when
you have no idea what’s going to
happen next. But He’ll be there
for you. Trust the Lord, put your
faith in Him and believe what you
read,” said Billie Lang of West
Point, Mississippi, who is cur-
rently in her 31st year of reading
the Bible through from Genesis to
Revelation.

“I’ve seen boys get saved in that
fellowship hall right there. I've
seen boys get closer to their dads.
I’ve seen boys just have a ton of
fun out here and connect with each
other. This is where we can reach
young people for Christ in ways
we wouldn’t have otherwise,” said

Brian Holt, Royal Ambassadors
coordinator for the Tennessee Bap-
tist Mission Board.

The central theme, motif or idea
which permeates all of Paul’s letter
to the Philippians is God’s glory,
which is “the manifestation of His
presence among people.”

God’s glory is mentioned in all
4 chapters (1:11; 2:11; 3:19, 21;
4:19, 20) and this is what makes
the other themes (joy, love, thanks-
giving, prayer, principles of unity)
possible and acceptable to Him.

After all, these timely truths writ-
ten to a first century church are
timeless truths for all churches in
all centuries.

Morris Murray Jr.

Jasper, Ala.

Pray for your
pastor
year-round

t First Baptist Church

Trussville, our Sunday
School classes are a vital part
of our prayer ministry.

Each month, two Sunday
School classes take the respon-
sibility to pray for our pastor.
Members of the class are en-
couraged to pray at any time
and place they choose using the
guidelines below:

Read the following Scrip-
tures aloud as unto the Lord for
the pastor:

» Matthew 6:9-13

» Jeremiah 33:3

» Philippians 4:6

» Philemon 1:4-7

» 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

They also are encouraged to
read and consider these prayer
prompts to guide them:

» Pray for the anointing
power to be on your pastor and
the worship service.

» Pray the message will fall
on fertile ground.

» Pray that the music will
set the table for the message.

» Pray for the people who
need to be saved.

» Pray for people who have
personal issues will find peace.

» Pray for other items that
might come to your mind.

» Close the prayer by giving
God all the glory and praise.

» End the prayer in the
name of Jesus.

Class members are urged to
send the pastor a card or note
letting him know he is being
prayed for.

Henry Ward

FBC Trussville

Now we ask you, brothers
and sisters, to acknowledge
those who work hard among
you, who care for you in the
Lord and who admonish you.

Hold them in the highest
regard in love because of their
work. Live in peace with each
other.

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13
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you should know
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More than 1,000 people went through the corn maze of Locust Grove
Baptist Church in Murray, Kentucky, this year, the 13th year it’s been

provided. But the number is not what excites

pastor Brandon Bram-

lett — it’s the message they hear. Some 18% of this year’s record-
number of participants were unchurched, he estimated. As people
exit the maze they are handed a gospel tract, invited to the church
and given an opportunity to talk with a member. (Kentucky Today)

Hospital blast reminds
Baptists of work in Gaza

missile blast on Oct. 17 dam-

aged Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital
in Gaza, reminding Southern Bap-
tists of their historic work in the
Middle East and the ongoing hu-
manitarian crisis unfolding as war
continues to rage.

At least 500 people died in the
blast, and others were feared to be
trapped in the rubble. It is unclear
who was responsible for the bomb-
ing.

Al-Ahli was managed by Southern
Baptist Convention missionaries
from 1954 to 1982, according to
Baptist News Global. The hospital is
now run by the Episcopal Church.

It is one of 22 hospitals in north-
ern Gaza struggling to respond to
the needs of the more than 2 million
residents of the region, one of the
most densely populated areas in the
world. (The Alabama Baptist)

Greenway threatens $5M
lawsuit against SWBTS

dam Greenway, former presi-

dent of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, is threaten-
ing a $5 million lawsuit against the
school for disclosing details about
his alleged spending that “harmed
his job prospects.”

Greenway was SWBTS president
from 2019 until September 2022.
He fully resigned in February 2023
after he and the seminary reportedly
reached a confidential agreement.

A task force investigated spending
during Greenway’s tenure and pub-
lished a report in June 2023.

“The framing of these expendi-
tures as unauthorized and lavish
personal gain ... is an assertion of
financial impropriety on par with
embezzlement,” Greenway attorney
Andrew Jones said in the Sept. 25
letter to Southwestern, according to
The Tennessean. (The Baptist Paper)

Persecuted Church

rying members of Christ Apostolic Church in
Akure in Ondo State. Twenty-five individuals
were kidnapped, but eight later escaped. Kidnap-
pers demanded a ransom of $64,770 (50 million

Nigerian believers are among those
killed, abducted in ongoing violence

ABUIJA, Nigeria — Christians are among the
dozens killed and kidnapped in Nigeria in Sep-
tember as violence in the country continues.

Nigeria has led the world in the number of
Christians killed for their faith or kidnapped
in recent years. The country is No. 6 on Open
Doors’ 2023 World Watch List of places most dif-
ficult to be a Christian.

The following details are from Morning Star
News reports:

» Sept. 23-27 — Five villages in Kaduna State
were attacked. Fifteen Christians were killed.

» Sept. 27 and Oct. 1 — Eleven Christians
were slain in raids on two villages in Plateau
State. Two children were among those killed.

» Sept. 29 — Gunmen intercepted a bus car-

naira) for the 17 re-
maining captives.

» Sept. 30 —
One Christian was
killed and 19 others
abducted, includ-
ing women and
children, in Angwan
Waku village in Ka-
duna State.

Teen in Uganda reportedly starved
Jor putting faith in Jesus

KAMPALA, Uganda — A Ugandan teen who
was starved for four months for becoming a

Unsplash.com

Christian is recovering, and his father has re-
portedly put his faith in Christ too.

A report from Morning Star News says
an evangelistic team rescued the emaciated
17-year-old male from a locked room in his
family’s home in Uganda’s Bugiri District.

The teen’s Muslim father reportedly impris-
oned and starved the boy after the youth put his
faith in Jesus earlier this year.

Having heard from neighbors about the abuse,
a pastor and evangelical team asked to be al-
lowed to come into the home to pray for the

family Sept. 15.
After praying, they forced their way into a

a hospital.

room and found the teen, who was then taken to

Later, the father said he had put his faith in
Christ and asked the team not to report his cru-
elty to police, the pastor told Morning Star.

NEWS ITEMS COMPILED BY CARRIE MCWHORTER AND LEIGH PRITCHETT



AUTAUGA ASSOCIATION

» Calvary Baptist Church, Prattville, will
host Trunk or Treat Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m. Bring your
family for games, food, candy and fun. A tent
revival will take place Nov. 9-10, 7 p.m. All are

welcome. Dave Burns is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM

METRO ASSOCIATION
» Hannah Price is the new

associate minister to children

at Dawson Family of Faith,

Homewood. She is a student

at Beeson Divinity School and

a graduate of the University of ~ PRICE

Alabama. Price is engaged to
be married to Spencer Adams. David Eldridge is
pastor.

» Raleigh Avenue Baptist Church, Home-
wood, will host Trunk or Treat Oct. 31 from
4:30-6:30 p.m. Hot dogs, candy and fun provid-
ed. Michael Ent is pastor.

CHOCTAW ASSOCIATION
» Scott Wheeler is the new
associate pastor to youth at First

Baptist Church Butler. Origi-
nally from Crossett, Arkansas,
Wheeler has served churches in
youth ministry and as a senior
pastor for over 20 years. Scott
and his wife, Brooklin, have two
children. Jason Moye is pastor.

COLBERT-LAUDERDALE ASSOCIATION
» Jacob Chandler is the new senior pastor at
CrossRoads Baptist Church, Rogersville.
» Chad Holder is the new interim pastor at
York Bluff Baptist Church, Sheffield.

EAST LIBERTY ASSOCIATION

» Lanier Baptist Church, Lanett, will host
a Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat on Oct 29, at 4
p.m. (Eastern). Hot dogs, chili and entertainment
by professional illusionist Bruce “Kid” Davie
begins at 5:30. Admission is free and all ages are
welcome. Bill King is pastor.

ETOWAH ASSOCIATION

» Wade Carney is the new youth pastor at
North Glencoe Baptist Church, Gadsden.

WHEELER

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN
ASSOCIATION

» Jesse Parker is the new
pastor of New Bethel Baptist
Church, Collinsville. He previ-
ously served as youth director of
Welcome Hill Baptist Church,

near Collinsville, and as youth

pastor of First Baptist Church ~ PARKER

Menlo, Georgia. He and his wife, Krista, have
three daughters and a son on the way.

MOBILE ASSOCIATION

» Fellowship Baptist Church, Chunchula,
celebrated its 100th anniversary Aug. 27. The
guest preacher was David Perry, a former pastor.
Bluegrass gospel group the Chestang family from
Mclntosh provided special music. Dalton Camp-
bell (left), a commissioner of the Alabama Baptist
Historical Commission, presented a plaque to
Marshall Robinson
(right), deacon chair.
Additional guests
included Thomas
Wright, executive
director of missions
for Mobile Baptist
Association; Paul
Ott, a former pastor;
and Walt Turner, a
former interim pastor. Bob Barr currently serves
as interim pastor.

MORGAN ASSOCIATION

» Bertis Ray is the new pastor of Walden
Chapel Baptist Church, Danville. Ray is a native
of Gadsden. After earning an M.Div. from New
Orleans Seminary, he served in Louisiana and
Wyoming. Upon returning to Alabama, he served
as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Gadsden;
First Baptist Church Ashville; First Baptist Church

Photo by Ashley Funk
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Alabama news

Rogersville; and Providence Baptist Church, Town
Creek. Ray previously retired after 52 years of
ministry. He and his wife, Rhonda, have one son.

SAND MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION

» Steve Townson is the new pastor of Poplar
Springs Baptist Church, Bryant.

ST. CLAIR ASSOCIATION

» Nathan Daniels is the new
pastor of First Baptist Church
Ashville. He previously served
as pastor of Bethany Baptist
Church, Andalusia, for six years.
Daniels grew up in Pleasant
Grove, near Birmingham, and has
a bachelor’s degree in Spanish
and world religions from Sam-
ford University and an M.Div.
from Beeson Divinity School. He
and his wife, Jessica, have three children.

OTHER

» David Nelson is the new
operations manager at World-
song Missions Place, Pell City.
Nelson served 16 years in Ala-
bama churches in the areas of
discipleship and outreach until
coming to WorldSong in the
spring of this year. David and his
wife, Paige, have three children.

DANIELS

NELSON

Fayette event sees hundreds come to Christ

ay Nelson still remembers the way God
moved at a crusade in his area in 1988 and
lit a “revival fire.”
“That was 35 years ago, but it’s just been
something in my heart — a desire I’ve had to
see lost people saved, to see evangelism in our

pastor of worship ministries at First Baptist
Church Rogers, Arkansas, led worship along-
side Kevin Beck, worship and education pastor
at Southside Baptist Church in Fayette, and a
75-person mass choir from local churches.

Nearly 400 people professed new faith in
Jesus.

community,” he said.

So last year Nelson — treasur-
er of Fayette County Baptist As-
sociation, a member of Concord
Baptist Church in Fayette and
former mayor of the city — sug-
gested to his friends in ministry

John Killian, director of mis-
sions for Fayette County Baptist
Association, said the whole pro-
cess of preparation also added
to the unity among the churches
in the area. He said many people

that they revive the idea for a
community-wide crusade.

Fast-forward to October 2023, and the fruit
of that burden — and a lot of prayer — was an
evangelistic event called Festival of Hope. The
crusade pulled in thousands over several nights
of worship and preaching at the stadium at
Fayette County High School.

Ronnie Hill, an evangelist from Fort Worth,
Texas, was the speaker. Mark Maier, executive

came together across denomina-
tional, cultural and racial lines to
pull off the event and to pray together.

“We spent an entire year praying,” said Rob-
ert Parrish, pastor of Southside Baptist and
chair of the festival.

Nelson said he prays the experience will
light a fire for Christ followers in the area to
share their faith with their community with re-
newed intentionality. (Grace Thornton)

Facebook photo
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ETERNAL
DIFFERENCE’

Unsplash.com

Alabama ministries offer resources to help churches educate members about needs

(continued from page 1)
Children’s Homes & Family Minis-
tries. “It is also a day to recruit and
challenge families to consider re-
sponding to the call to become foster
families.”

In 2004, a woman in Brownwood,
Texas, encouraged her church to
stand up for children in foster care
in her state, and in 2002, Orphan
Sunday had begun in a church in
Zambia, Marshall said.

For a few years, Orphan Sunday
was observed on the first Sunday in
November as the day for the global
Church to stand up for the cause of
the orphan. Since 2014, the two days
have been combined and are called
Stand Sunday, observed on the sec-
ond Sunday in November.

In Alabama, nearly 6,000 children
are in foster care, Marshall said, but
there are only 2,500 foster homes
available. That makes the number of
foster homes only about 42% of the
number of children in foster care.

“The Church cannot rely upon
the state or federal government to
solve the foster care crisis in our
nation,” Marshall said. “Churches
must lead the charge in responding
to the plight of the fatherless and
should also be actively involved in
strengthening families, combating
substance abuse, reducing poverty
and otherwise eliminating the need
for children to be in need of out-of-
home placements.”

Tools available

ABCH’s website — alabamachild.
org — suggests some ways churches
can participate in Stand Sunday.
They can download a toolkit con-
taining bulletin inserts, a sermon
outline and supporting slide deck
and guidance for an offering to sup-
port children in foster care.

Churches can host a collection
drive to gather supplies such as
paper products, cleaning supplies,
diapers and other baby items. The

Fruitful 2023 coming soon

ubscribers to The Alabama
Baptist will soon receive this
year’s Fruitful magazine

SBOM, including the Alabama
Baptist Children’s Homes &
Family Ministries.

in their mailboxes.

The 2023 edition of
Fruitful is filled with
stories of the ministries
and missions endeavors
of Alabama Baptists
through the Alabama

Be sure to read the
story of Cedric and
Omar Davidson, two
brothers who found
safety, security and hope
through the ministry of
ABCH (pages 18-19).

Baptist State Board
of Missions and the
entities that cooperate with the

Be inspired, encour-
aged and entertained as
you enjoy our gift to you. (TAB)

website also provides videos pro-
moting foster care that can be shown
in church services or other settings.

“Stand Sunday is a great day to
challenge churches and Christ-
followers to do that which they are
instructed by Scripture to do, ‘to
look after the orphans and widows
in their distress,”” Marshall said.

“Alabama Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes & Family
Ministries is the state’s
largest faith-based provider
of foster care services. Our
ministry partners with con-
gregations to lead them to
care for the fatherless and
to support foster parents in
their congregations and in
their communities.”

Michael Smith, chief op-
erations officer for ABCH, said the
ministry is eager to speak in church-
es to further explain their mission
and how Alabama Baptist churches
and individuals can partner to care
for vulnerable children.

ABCH sponsors 285 foster homes
in Alabama, and by the ministry’s
140th anniversary in 2031, they
hope to increase the number to 600
homes serving about 1,000 children.

“One of the simplest ways that we
could accomplish this is if we could
get one foster family from every
Alabama Baptist church,” Smith
said, adding that everybody can do
something to support a foster family
such as offering to babysit, provid-
ing meals periodically or being a
prayer partner.

Through the BRACE program pro-
moted by ABCH, every foster family
would be paired with a church that
would support them — like Aaron

org.

For more
information
on how to
participate

in Stand
Sunday, visit
alabamachild.

and Hur supported Moses. BRACE
is an acronym that stands for Bear
with, Respite provider, Appeal in
prayer, Cater needs and Encourage
consistently.

By 2031, in addition to serving
1,000 children in foster care, ABCH
hopes to reunify 250 of those chil-
dren with their families of origin
each year, see 50 of them
adopted annually and have
50 professions of faith each
year.

To reunify, ABCH works
with the Alabama Depart-
ment of Human Resources
to help families accomplish
goals so that their children
can safely return to them.

“Oftentimes, when those
biological parents will
allow it, our foster families work
closely in mentoring relationships
with them,” Smith said.

Smith mentioned a “tremendous
need” for foster parents who will
serve older children.

Showing Christ’s love

“We have a lot of parents who will
serve elementary and under, but we
don’t have that many who will serve
middle school and teenage children,”
he said.

Alabama Baptists, Smith said, “are
the most amazing, generous people,”
and they want to help when there is
a need. They have the opportunity to
make an eternal difference for thou-
sands of children.

“When we can put children in a
Christian foster family, we can love
on them and protect them, but we
can also expose them to the great-
est gift, which is the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
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‘Close to the

How the church can honor widows, orphans in their midst all year long

By Carolyn Tomlin

The Alabama Baptist

he Southern Baptist

Convention designates

the second Sunday

of November to pay

tribute to widows and
orphans in the church and commu-
nity, but those tributes can be 365
days a year.

One of God’s commands is to
care for widows and orphans. In
biblical times a woman without
someone to care for her could be-
come destitute. Women depended
on a husband to provide food, shel-
ter and other necessities, while her
responsibilities were to care for the
home and children.

Sharing the burden

The local congregation has many
opportunities to be “close to the
brokenhearted.” And while it may
be difficult for an individual to
carry the weight of providing for a
widow or a child in foster care, a
group can share the burden.

“We need to instill in our chil-
dren to respect all women,” said
Randy Kellough, pastor of Wood-
land Baptist Church in Browns-
ville, Tennessee. “For example, on
Mother’s Day, the second Sunday
in May, most churches recog-
nize mothers. But our
younger generations
must be taught to value
women, regardless of
age or married status.”

Kellough noted two
programs in West Ten-
nessee that are having
an impact on children.

One is Friend-to-
Friend, a mentoring program in lo-
cal schools where a father helps a
child without one in the home. The
man may attend a sporting event or

“One of God’s
commands is to
care for widows

and orphans.”

Unsplash.com

While some widows may need more help than others, God commands believers to care for each of them.

school program, developing a bond
in which he is an encourager in
both academics and life.

Another program is Lunch Bud-
dies, where an individual sets
a weekly lunch date
and has lunch in the
school cafeteria. There
they can talk about
concerns, problems or
accomplishments the
child may be experienc-
ing. It’s a child-friendly
way to open deeper
conversations.

“Imagine how a child feels, espe-
cially on Grandparents Day,” Kel-
lough said, “and you’re the only
child in your elementary classroom

who doesn’t have a grandparent to
show up.”

Church members can step in and
change the lives of children, and
when those children become adults,
they will remember the kindness
— and possibly repay it by being a
support system for another child.

While some widows may need
more help than others, God com-
mands believers to care for them.

Help with physical labor
“On a recent Sunday I overheard
a conversation from a widow talk-
ing to a group gathered after the
morning service,” Kellough re-
called. “She related that she was
having problems finding someone

to cut her grass. Immediately, a
deacon spoke up and said, ‘I’ll be
at your house in the morning. I'll
get that grass mowed.””

Business matters
After the death of a spouse many

decisions must be made. Some
widows are more equipped than
others to handle business matters,
but assistance that can be helpful
includes:

» Advice on filing tax informa-
tion.

» Recommending a reliable per-
son to repair or maintain a house.

» Purchasing a tombstone.

» Preparing and delivering meals
for a few days.
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Asia Baptist Women’s Union builds on strong network

EDITOR’S NOTE —
Baptist World Alliance is a
global community of 51 mil-
lion Baptists from 176,000
churches. Under that um-
brella, BWA Women provides
support for missions and
ministries in seven continen-
tal unions representing more
than 150 countries. This is
the fifth in a series of eight
stories about leaders in each
region, the challenges they
face and the way they see
God working through wom-
en across the globe.

By Tracy Riggs Frontz

The Alabama Baptist

he vision of the Asia
Baptist Women’s
Union, one of the re-

gions of the Baptist World
Alliance Women, gets right
to the point.

Its website states its vi-
sion: “To see women in
Asia empowered
for leadership,
to confidently
engage in vari-
ous traditional
and creative min-
istries, to bring
the gospel to the
lost.”

ABWU’s presi-
dent, Dr. Vernette
Myint Myint San, goes into
more detail about their work.

“ABWU has built up a
very strong and close rela-
tionship through networking
over the past four years and
now has a huge platform
supported by a large group
of Baptist women in Asia.”

The ABWU consists of
19 countries and 34 member
bodies.

“My role is to stay con-
nected with all member
countries, to build up net-
working and support, to in-
spire them through activities
and to reach out and help the

To find out more
about ABWU, go
to bwawomen.

org and find this

region under
“Continental
Unions” in the
“About Us” tab.

most vulnerable and weakest
member,” San said. “Seeing
them flourish and growing
in their ministries is the best
reward for ABWU.”

Teamwork

San serves with four other
women, all volunteers.

Though from different
countries in the region, in-
cluding Myanmar, Korea,
Thailand and Malaysia, San
said they “work extremely
well as a team.”

Along with ministering to
women, San is passionate
about humanitarian work.

In fact, one of the pro-
grams ABWU is involved in
is Women Helping Women,
a globally recognized hu-
manitarian organization
that works to curb climate
change.

San has another route for
this passion.

“I have been in-
volved in medical
missions along
the Thai-Myan-
mar border since
1997.” she said.
“Initially it was
treatment and re-
lief work, which
was later followed
by training nurse
aides and medics along the
borders and in cities with
good infrastructures.”

She said training local vol-
unteers is important because
“instead of giving them fish
to eat, we teach them how to
fish.”

One of her biggest chal-
lenges is training and pre-
paring new leadership both
in ministry and in the secular
world. She encourages min-
istry involvement starting
at an early age and believes
that children and youth
should be involved in the
primary church program and

“Instead of giving them fish to eat,

we teach them how to fish.”

Dr. Vernette Myint Myint San
president, Asia Baptist Women’s Union

Photo by Tracy Riggs Frontz/The Alabama Baptist

Dr. Vernette Myint Myint San is president of Asia Baptist Women’s
Union, one of the regions of the Baptist World Alliance Women.
The ABWU consists of 19 countries and 34 member bodies.

its activities while also being being part of BWAW is the

involved in Sunday School
classes and Bible studies.

San said her calling is
based on Matthew 25:35-36:
“For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited
me in. [ needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me. ... I
was 1n prison and you came
to visit me.”

San’s favorite aspect of

global networking and en-
couragement from the other
leaders and members.

Transparency is also an
important part of the BWAW
community.

Support and prayer
“When there was a coup
in Myanmar on the first of
February 2021, BWA and
BWAW leaders came togeth-
er to support and pray for
me and offered emergency
humanitarian assistance

without even asking,” San
said. “[It was] something
very memorable, knowing
our global Baptist family is
together with us in solidar-
ity.”

Not only does San help
lead ABWU, but she is also
a lay leader in her church
and runs a hospital and takes
care of other branches of
their medical group.

‘God has blessed me’
“[The San family] helped

found and build churches in

Singapore and Chiang Mai,

Thailand. God has blessed

me with a medical career

for over 40 years, and now

I have a hospital with two

branches in different parts of

Myanmar,” she said.

Since becoming involved
with BWAW, San has
learned that “we are all a
work in progress and will
never stop learning. We
don’t have regrets, but we
just move on.”

ABWU asks for prayer
for Asia, a vibrant continent
with different cultural back-
grounds but with people who
still come together as one in
serving Him.
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'EVERY APPOINTMENT IS
A DIVINE APPOINTMENT

Baldwin County women’s centers give ‘help and hope and love’ to parents in need

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

he day Melissa pulled

into the parking lot of a

small church in Bay Mi-

nette, she was at the end

of herself. She was 40,
and she had recently found out she
was pregnant.

“My first thought was abortion,”
she said.

She and her boyfriend, Michael,
were on drugs, and they moved
from Florida to Alabama to get help
from his mom. But the situation got
worse. Michael ended up in jail, and
Melissa felt desperately alone.

“I ended up driving past this
church every day,” she said. “It was
God pulling me in, and finally I
stopped one day.”

She walked inside the church
— White House Fork Pentecostal
Holiness Church — and told pastor
Clark Beiler that something kept
telling her to come in, even though
she was an atheist.

Uncertain future

He said she “began to unburden
her life situation and the difficulties
she was in the middle of.”

“She didn’t know what she was
going to do,” Beiler said.

So he pointed her to Women’s
Care Medical Center, a pregnancy
resource center with locations in
Robertsdale, Gulf Shores and Bay
Minette.

“I told her they have people at
the Women’s Care Medical Center
who are well trained; they specialize
in helping ladies who are in crisis
pregnancy, and they will understand
where you are, what you’ve been
through and what you’re going
through,” Beiler said.

Melissa called the center that
same day, and the next day she sat

Facebook photo

(L to r) Melissa, Dawn Charette, J.P. Charette (holding Bryson) and Michael all
show the impact Women’s Care Medical Center has on relationships.

and poured out her whole story to
Dawn Charette, a volunteer advocate
at WCMC.

“It was a mess,” Melissa said.
“But she sat with me and talked, and
she went over my op-

one of the first things they did to-
gether was go to parenting classes at
WCMC.
Those classes became a safe place
for them, and after their weeks there
came to a close, Me-

tions with me.” Things
started changing then,
Melissa said. “She
made me feel like it
was going to be OK,
that I’'m going to be
OK.”

That Sunday, she
was at the church’s
worship service,

lissa said she didn’t
want her time at the
center to end.

She attended Bible
study regularly. Dawn
Charette continued
pouring into her, and
at the same time, Mi-
chael was meeting
with Dawn’s husband

Beiler said.

Melissa told Mi-
chael about her expe-
rience, and at first he
thought it was a joke.
But then he realized
that she sounded like a totally differ-
ent person.

He got out of jail soon after, and

Photo courtesy of WCMC

Bryson’s life is forever differ-
ent because of the mentoring
and discipleship his parents
received through Women’s
Care Medical Center.

J.P., who also serves
as a volunteer advo-
cate.

“He accepted me
for everything, all the
flaws and everything
like that,” Michael said. “It was the
first time anybody had ever taken me
seriously, and it changed me.

“He’s one of the best people I've
ever met.”

Over time, the couple’s lives con-
tinued to change, and they decided
to get married. They asked Beiler
to perform the ceremony, and they
invited the Charettes to attend. Then
Michael asked J.P. Charette to pray
for him before the wedding — and
be his best man.

“I was just blown away,” J.P. Cha-
rette said.

‘Man of God’

Michael said he asked him be-
cause “he spoke to me about so
many things that I never would’ve
told anybody about. He’s a real man
of God, a real person.”

That influence “helped me be a
better man, be a better husband,”
Michael said.

Melissa said their lives — along
with that of their son, Bryson — are
different because God led her to the
church and from there to WCMC.

Dawn Charette said she believes
every appointment at WCMC is a
divine appointment.

“There is a reason why God
wanted Melissa to come here,” she
said, noting that the reason had
nothing to do with her. “We give
help and hope and love to everyone
who walks through that door,” she
said.

Denise Mann, director of opera-
tions at WCMC and a member of
Bethel Baptist Church in Roberts-
dale, said the center has been doing
that for one person at a time since
they opened in 1990.

Through all their services —
from pregnancy and STD testing
to men’s mentorship to abortion
recovery — “our mission to reach
abortion-minded women but also
share Jesus Christ with everyone
we see,” Mann said.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

Happy Birthday,
Alabama Baptists!

he first meeting of what
Twould become the Alabama

Baptist State Convention
was held Oct. 28-29, 1823, at
Salem Church near Greensboro,
meaning this weekend we’ll turn
200 years old! We’ll celebrate that
significant occasion in grand style
at this year’s State Convention
annual meeting, which will take
place Nov. 14-15 at First Baptist,
Montgomery.

This Sunday would make a great
day for you to promote the an-
nual meeting and the bicentennial
celebration in your worship
services if you like. The
Tuesday evening session
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
will be a wonderful
time of celebration,
testimonies, praise and
worship featuring a
multigenerational mass
choir, and much more.

The convention theme this
year is Unfinished, based on Phi-
lippians 3:13-14, a recognition of

For more
information,
visit
alsbom.org/
convention
or scan the
code below
with your smariphone’s
camera.

the fact that even though we have
much to commemorate over the
last 200 years, there is much more
yet to be done in Great Com-
mission ministries.
We hope you can join
us for the celebration!
For complete informa-
tion about the 200th
annual meeting of the
Alabama Baptist State
Convention, plus
a slide and a video you
can download to promote it
to your church, visit alsbom.org/
convention.

2024 State Evangelism
Conference: Jan. 28-29

ark your calendar now for the

2024 State Evangelism Con-
ference, set for Jan. 28-29 at First
Baptist Church Pelham.

This free event encourages and
equips believers to make a differ-
ence through evangelism. It will
feature a Monday luncheon with a
keynote message by Herb Reavis,
pastor of North Jacksonville Baptist
Church in Jacksonville, Florida.

Matt Queen, professor of evan-
gelism at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, will also teach a session on
“Getting to the Gospel” in our
conversations.

Other speakers include:

» Reginald Calvert, pastor of
New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist
Church in Bessemer.

» Jamie Dew, president of New
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary and Leavell College.

» Charles Carter, pastor emeritus
of Shades Mountain Baptist Church
in Birmingham.

» Rick Lance, executive director
of the Alabama Baptist State Board
of Missions.

Can’t make it in person? Watch
the Sunday evening session online at
live.alsbom.org. For more informa-
tion, visit evangelizeal.org/sec.

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY FOR PEOPLE IN THE PEW

Glorification

By Jerry Batson, Th.D.

The Alabama Baptist

he Bible presents the Chris-
tian experience in three
stages: justification, sancti-
fication and glorification.

Several weeks ago we noted
that justification is that divine act
whereby God declares a sinner
to be righteous or acceptable in
His sight because of the sinner’s
faith in Christ Jesus. That dec-
laration occurs at the moment a
sinner places faith in the atoning
work of Jesus in His perfect life,
substitutionary death and victori-
ous resurrection.

Sanctification describes the
process in which believers are
made holy in thought, word and
deed. This stage is progressive
and depends on obedience to the
will and Word of God. We think
of this process as growing in the
Lord and gaining spiritual matu-
rity and may express it as grow-
ing in Christlikeness.

Removal of sin

If justification is the beginning
point of the Christian life (and it
is) and sanctification is the pro-
gression of that life (and it is),
then glorification is its goal.

Glorification is God’s final re-
moval of sin from the life of His
spiritual child so that each one of
us will stand before Him in glory
throughout eternity.

Romans 8:18 says, “The suf-
ferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed
in us.” In the meantime, we can
“rejoice in the hope of the glory
of God” (Rom. 5:2).

The Ultimate Goal

We might express it by saying
that justification is a one-time
event, sanctification is a present
process and glorification is a fu-
ture event.

God’s grace

As Christians we are guar-
anteed all three truths: We are
forever justified, we are being
sanctified, and we will certainly
be glorified. The whole process
is dependent on God’s grace.

We cannot earn our justifica-
tion; we cannot achieve our
sanctification; we cannot merit
our glorification.

God works all three of these
aspects of salvation out of His
love for each of us.

The whole process has been
summarized in the confession
that we have been delivered from
the penalty of sin, we are being
delivered from the power of sin
and we shall be delivered from
the presence of sin.

Another way of summarizing
this process says that Christians’
ultimate destiny involves being
in a place and being like Christ.

In the language of Hebrews
12:23, the ultimate destiny of all
believers is to be “just men made
perfect.”

Jerry Batson is

a retired Alabama
Baptist pastor who
also has served as
associate dean of
Beeson Divinity
School at Samford
University and
professor of several
schools of religion
during his career.
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Shelby Association dedicates new mobile dental clinic

helby Baptist Asso-
S ciation unveiled and

dedicated its new mo-
bile dental clinic during the
association’s annual meet-
ing Oct. 15 at The Church
at Old Town in Helena.

The new ministry aims

to partner with the as-
sociation’s network of 65
churches to provide free
dental care to Shelby Coun-

ty residents who are in
need of high-quality and af-
fordable health care, SBA’s
lead mission strategist Ric
Camp shared during his
presentation.

Rural communities
“CDC data suggests that
nearly half of Alabama
counties have less than 10
dentists, some have none,”

Photo by Susan Stevens/The Alabama Baptist

Pastor and incoming associational moderator Chris Jones leads the
dedication prayer for Shelby Association’s new mobile dental clinic dur-
ing the annual meeting Oct. 15 at The Church at Old Town in Helena.

he explained. “Those taking
the hardest hit are patients
in rural communities with
little to no access to health
care. It is estimated that
more than 16,000 Shelby
County residents do not
have any form of health in-
surance and are oftentimes
forced to go without neces-
sary health care.

“SBA is determined to
close the widening health
care gap,” Camp said.
“The mobile dental clinic
will meet these needs by
taking health care straight
to the communities they
are living in.”

The dental clinic sits in
a fully outfitted seven-ton
trailer, complete with state-
of-the-art equipment, A/C,
two dental chairs and a
waiting and reception area.

The services range from
cleanings to fillings and
extractions. Those helping
SBA fund the project are
Send Relief, the Alabama

Photo by Susan Stevens/The Alabama Baptist

Dentists Kevin Morris (left) and Laurie Williams (center), both mem-
bers of FBC Pelham, are helping Ric Camp (right) and the staff of
Shelby Association set up and organize the new mobile dental clinic.

Baptist State Board of
Missions and the Shelby
County Community Health
Foundation.

Church partners
“By partnering with

churches throughout

Shelby County, the mobile

dental clinic will travel to
different hosting sites and
treat patients according
to their specific needs
with volunteer labor from
licensed dentists and
hygienists and support
staff,” Camp said. (The
Alabama Baptist)




PAGE 14 / THE ALABAMA BAPTIST / OCTOBER 26, 2023

UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

Alabama churches
eligible for ADF discount

he culture is chang-
ing. Threats to reli-
gious freedom are

increasing. Is your church
legally prepared?

The Alabama Baptist
State Board of Missions has
teamed up with ADF Church
Alliance so your church
can get legal guidance at a
discounted rate and be as
prepared as possible when
it comes to your church’s
religious liberties.

ADF Church Alliance
is an affordable legal
membership program for
churches. They help prepare
your church and protect
your right to operate, teach
and minister according
to biblical principles —
without fear of unjust
government intervention.

Here are four ways your
ADF membership can
immediately benefit your
church:

» Document review
— ADF reviews your

To apply and receive
a 20% discount by
using promo code
ALSBOM20, visit
ADFChurchAlliance.
org or scan the

code below with
your smariphone’s
camera.

governing documents

from a religious liberty
perspective to help ensure
your church has the greatest
religious freedom legal
protections possible.

» Direct access to
attorneys — When religious
liberty-related questions or
threats arise, you can consult
directly with an attorney.

» Resources — Stay on
top of trending news and
laws impacting churches
with access to legal
resources.

» Representation —
Should your church ever
face a religious liberty
threat, ADF will represent
your church in court, when
necessary and appropriate, at
no additional cost.

Visit ADFChurchAlliance.
org today to apply, and
receive a 20% discount
on this already affordable
program by using promo
code ALSBOM20.

Get your tax questions

answered at Dec. 7 event

o you have responsi-
bilities involving your
church’s finances? Are you
unsure about what is tax-
able and about forms W-2,
1099 and 9417
The Early Bird Tax
Conference will help
answer questions to get you
started out right.
The conference will be
held Dec. 7 at the Alabama

Baptist State Board of
Missions in Prattville from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The cost of this event is
$15, which includes lunch
and materials.

To register, visit alsbom.
org/event/early-bird-
tax-conference-3. For
questions, call Lee Wright
at 334-613-2263 or email
Iwright@alsbom.org.

To register, visit
alsbom.org/
event/early-bird-
tax-conference-3
or scan the code
below with your
smartphone’s
camera.

For more events and opportunities, visit alsbom.org/events.

TAB CLASSIFIEDS

Place a classified ad below for $1 per word. For more
information call 205-870-4720, ext. 200, or email
ads@thealabamabaptist.org. To place an online classified ad
for $9.99/month, visit thealabamabaptist.org/classifieds.

CHURCH POSITIONS

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR
New Life Baptist Church lo-
cated in Bay Minette, Alabama,
is seeking a bivocational pastor
who unashamedly preaches
the Word of God. Please

email resumé/profile to:
newlifebaptistbmal@gmail.com
or mail to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 15011 Glasgow Lane,
Bay Minette, AL 36507.

MINISTER OF WORSHIP
Fairhaven Baptist Church,
Demopolis, Alabama, seeks

a called, gifted believer for
leading and engaging members
in worship services. Interested
candidates may forward
resumés to: FBC, 1504
Cardinal Avenue, Demopolis,
AL 36732 (ATTN: Worship

Search Committee).

TRAVEL/VACATION

LOG CABIN RENTAL

Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished.
Discounts to ministers. Log on
to www.paradisevista.net to see
pictures. Call for reservations at

205-540-3600.

BUSINESS

EDWARD F. HUTTON JR.
INSURANCE

Medicare Advantage Plans with
new benefit options, Medicare
Part D or Medicare Supplement
Plans with new lower rates

on Plans G and N. Visit www.
medicareadvice65.com or 850-
634-0652. Not connected with
the federal Medicare program.
Alabama lic. 3002360263.

STEEPLES, ETC.

No job too big or too small.
Call for free on-site consulta-
tion. Toll-free 1-888-699-9679
or Alabama local 205-699-
9679. Ask for the owner,
Terry Barnes. Visit gallery at
leedsstainedglass.com.

FOR SALE NEW & USED
STAIR LIFTS

Lift chairs, power wheelchairs,
car lifts, scooters and walk-in
tubs. We service Alabama.

1-800-682-0658

SIGNS

CHURCH SIGN

Signs are your first impression.

What kind of impression is your
church sign making? Call us

to replace/update yours with
either digital or traditional.
Statewide since 1994. 1-800-
729-6844 or 205-664-0955.

www.reliablesigns.com

MINISTRIES

PENNPOINT COUNSELING
Dr. Romeo Penn is a licensed
clinical pastoral counselor/ther-
apist. Dr. Penn serves those in
need of pre-marriage, marriage
and relationship counseling, as
well as those struggling with
grief depression, anxiety, fear
and anger. Visit his website

at pennpointcounseling.com

to learn more. Dr. Penn also
recently published his first
workbook, “R.P.T. Therapy:
Rejoice. Prayer. Thanksgiv-
ing.” It is available for purchase
through Amazon.

SAMFORD MTI

The Ministry Training Institute
at Samford University exists to
equip Christians to be leaders
in their churches and commu-
nities through theological edu-
cation and practical ministry
training. Education opportuni-
ties exist through the institute’s
vast extension network and
robust online certificate cur-
riculum. Find more information
at samford.edu/programs/
ministry-training-institute.

DOGWOOD MEDIA
SOLUTIONS

Dogwood Media Solutions can
do everything from graphic
and web design to social
media and search engine
marketing. Connect and find
out how we can partner with
you to make your business
goals a reality. Find out more
at dogwoodmediasolutions.
com. Contact us at 334-
425-0009 or contact@
dogwoodmediasolutions.com.

THE WELLNESS KITCHEN
The Wellness Kitchen is a
blog and e-newsletter focused
on healthy living, ingredients
and recipes. The Wellness
Kitchen was started by Pat
Terry, a registered dietitian
and nutrition professor at
Samford University for 30
years. Visit her website at
thewellnesskitchenrd.com to
read more and subscribe to
her monthly e-newsletter.
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CHRISTIA

ACROSS
1. Art thou the __ of
the Jews?
(Luke 23:3)
4. lamnot ___ to
destroy. (Matt. 5:17)

.Do, re, mi, ___.

. ___ said unto
Samuel, Go, lie
down. (1 Sam. 3:9)

10. Abihail, the son of
___.(1 Chron. 5:14)

11. Tuberculosis (abbr.)

18. She gave me of the
tree,and I did .
(Gen. 3:12)

14. Gold, silver, ivory,
and ___ and
peacocks.

(1 Kings 10:22)

15. Full ears of corn in
the _ thereof.
(2 Kings 4:42)

17. ___ king of Jarmuth.
(Josh. 10:3)

19. Poured out my soul
_ the Lord.

(1 Sam. 1:15)

21. The sons of Judah
were ___ and Onan.
(Num. 26:19)

23. The glory of the Lord
shone ___ about
them. (Luke 2:9)

24. Saint (abbr.).

26.Beasan___ whose
leaf fadeth. (Isa. 1:30)

27. Go ___ therefore.
(Matt. 28:19)

28. __ we love one
another.

(1 John 4:12)

29. Cut off his thumbs
and his great ___.
(Judg. 1:6)

31.And ____cameto
pass. (Judg. 1:14)

33. Before the judgment
of __ of Christ.
(Rom. 14:10)

36. Part in a play.

37. Take thou unto thee
aniron ___.

(Ezek. 4:3)

38. Your labor is not in
___.(1Cor. 15:58)

39. It shall go ____ with
him that is left.

(Job 20:26)
40. Nothing.
41. Cain talked with ___

O N

By Janice Buhl Copyright 1994

his brother. (Gen. 4:8)

43. __ with joy receiveth
it. (Matt. 13:20)

44. The ___, which they
saw in the east.
(Matt. 2:9)

47. Lo, the wicked ____
their bow. (Ps. 11:2)

49. Go to the , thou
sluggard. (Prov. 6:6)

50. The beginning and the
__ . (Rev. 22:13)

51. Noble poem.

52. So many ___ of voices.

(1 Cor. 14:10)

DOWN
1. The Lord bless thee
and ___ thee.
(Num. 6:24)
2. the Ahonhite.
(1 Chron. 11:29)
3. Wash thee with .
(Jer. 2:22)
4. Ye cannot drink the
___ofthe Lord.
(1 Cor. 10:21)
5. They slew ___ upon
the rock. (Judg. 7:25)
6. Thou shalt forget thy
___.(Job 11:16)
8. __ ,and it shall be
given you. (Luke 11:9)
10. Shem, __ , and
Japheth. (Gen. 5:32)
11.__ shalt deny me
thrice. (Mark 14:30)
12. Did not our heart

All Bible verses are KJV unless otherwise specified.

©Barbour Publishing Inc.

_ within us?
(Luke 24:32)

16. Him that for ___ and
murder was cast into
prison. (Luke 23:25)

18. Deborah __ , and
went with Barak.
(Judg. 4:9)

20. Until | make thy __
thy footstool.

(Acts 2:35)

22.To ___ like a calf.
(Ps. 29:6)

24. Long, narrow pieces.

25. Not lift up any iron
___upon them.
(Deut. 27:5)

30. Building wing.

32. Preparesta ___
before me. (Ps. 23:5)

34. We have one father,
__ God. (John 8:41)

35.Isnot ___ the Levite

thy brother? (Ex. 4:14)

40. ___ the son of
Ahitub. (2 Sam. 8:17)

41. Who ___ thou, Lord?
(Acts 9:5)

42. Gaal the son of .
(Judg. 9:26)

45, Convert skins to
leather.

46. it shall come to
pass. (Ex. 4:9)

48. And the earth
without form.
(Gen. 1:2)

ABSALOM
ANSWERS
ARISE
ATTACKS
AWAKEN
BLESSINGS
CONFIDENCE
COVERS
DAVID
ENEMIES
FEARFUL
FOES
GLORY
HELP

HOLY HILL
HONOR
HOPE
INCREASE
LIE DOWN

N crossword worD search

LIFT UP
MOUNTAIN
PEACE
PEOPLE
PRAY
PROTECT
RESCUE
SALVATION
SAVE ME
SELAH
SHIELD
SLEEP
SMITTEN
SURROUNDED
SUSTAINS
TEETH
TIMES
TROUBLED
WICKED

“But you, Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, and the One who lifts up my head.”

PSALM 3:3
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5 social media rules for a pastor’s online presence

By Mark MacDonald

BeKnownforSomething.com

pastor should have
a social media pres-
ence. Why? Because

the vast majority of people
are present on social media
platforms almost 24/7. They
need a pastor too.

However, are there social
media rules for a pastor’s
personal presence? Should a
church mandate these rules?
Even when they’re not offi-
cially posting as a pastor?

In need of guardrails

Sadly, anyone who brows-
es X (formerly Twitter),
Facebook, Instagram, Tik-
Tok or Linkedin understands
that pastors (and all believ-
ers for that matter) need
some guardrails.

Should there be a policing
force for judging messaging
that’s posted by a believer?

I believe the answer is yes.
He’s called the Holy Spirit.
But sadly, there are many

posts that seem to slip by
His filter. So here are five
social media rules for wisely
self-analyzing a tweet before
hitting the “post” button:

1. Remember social me-
dia is a public forum. If
you wouldn’t say it from a
town square in the middle of
your community, then pause
before posting. Don’t hide
behind the anonymity of a
social media window.

If your name is on your
avatar, you’re not anony-
mous. And if it’s not listed
as your profile, question why
you want anonymity.

Stop arguing about theol-
ogy to a mixed world of
people. Most don’t care
about your opinion or your
theology outrage.

2. You represent God. If
anyone knows you as a be-
liever or a Christian leader,
they think your posts repre-
sent your heavenly Father.

Or they use your posts to
shape their view of God. If
you’re a Christ-follower,
then represent Him.

The standard for a pastor
or ministry leader is even
higher. If in doubt, don’t.

And above all, be known
for love. Why? Because God
is love.

3. You represent the
Church. Sure, there’s a valid
argument that you represent

Unsplash.com

your local church if you're a
pastor or church leader.

But of all these social
media rules, this is the most
critical. If you’re a genuine
Christ-follower, then you
are the “big C” Church, the
universal group of believ-
ers who should be “making
disciples wherever they go”
(Matt. 28:19a). Pause before
pushing “post” to see if your
opinion ranks high enough
to reach that standard.

4. Post opinion as though
it “may”’ be wrong. Stop
posting opinions that divide
when they don’t matter for
their eternity. Social media
is ultimately not about you.
It’s about them.

“Post” them to Jesus. It’s
our responsibility.

5. Use the opportunity.
The other social media rules
may have you believing you
shouldn’t be on social me-
dia. I don’t think so.

“Go into all the world”
has never been easier.

Social media is a free
path to travel around the
world and engage with
people. For many pastors,
social media represents the
greatest group of unbeliev-
ers who could be listening
to them.

Do whatever it takes to
engage them. Be a solution
to their needs, concerns
and goals. Love them. Post
gospel-oriented content.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

For October 29

Explore the Bible

By Robert Olsen, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Christian Studies, University of Mobile

Bible Studies for Life

By Jeffery M. Leonard, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biblical & Religious Studies, Samford University

CLEARS
Mark 11:15-25

Zealous (15-17)

As Jesus entered the temple, He
was confronted with the racket that
had become “worship.” For the Pass-
over, thousands of people from all
over the known world would travel
to Jerusalem.

Worshippers were supposed to
have offerings to give, including ani-
mals for sacrifice. Instead of hauling
livestock over land and sea for miles
and miles, it was easier and more
convenient to purchase the offering
once in Jerusalem.

This was an acceptable practice;
however, those in charge had used
this as a means to carry out price
gouging. When Jesus saw this, He
was outraged and cleared the temple.
It is one of the few times when we

see Jesus’ righteous anger unleashed.

Jesus’ actions show us that He
takes worship seriously, and those
who hinder us from worship will re-
ceive God’s wrath.

There are preachers today who
try to take money from the laity by
manipulating the believers into giv-
ing them money that they use for
ungodly purposes. Christians need
to be wise as snakes (Matt. 10:16)
so that we are not taken advantage
of and so we can be sure that we are
supporting ministries that are truly
honoring the Lord.

This event is recorded in each of
the Gospels. In John, the event takes
place early in the Gospel, leading
many scholars to believe that Jesus
did this at least twice.

Jealous (18-19)

Most of the time when people in
power are threatened, they lash out
to solidify their positions. The reli-
gious leaders in Jesus’ day were no
different. Jesus was a threat to their
way of life, and they saw Him as a

thorn in their side.
By killing Him,
they believed they
would be rid of
His influence.

However, it was all a part of God’s
plan. Christ was supposed to die; it is
why He came. The religious leaders
were just the means by which this
would happen.

A lesson to be learned from this
1s twofold. First of all, if we see
corruption or sinful activity within
our churches, we need to call it out
and expose it. Of course, we need to
follow the formula laid out in Mat-
thew 18:15-17. Second, we need to
avoid becoming defensive if others
confront us about our own sinful at-
titudes and actions. Having our sin
pointed out to us helps us recalibrate
and confess our sins, putting us back
in a right relationship with God

Miraculous (20-25)

The fig tree Jesus had cursed was
withered, confirming Jesus’ miracle.
The disciples were amazed, but Je-
sus told them that God answers our
prayers and that we need faith to
believe this.

However, there are two caveats.
The first is that we need to ask ac-
cording to God’s will (1 John 5:14).
If we are truly following Jesus, then
we only ask for things that bring
Him honor and glory. The Lord’s
prayer is a good model to follow.

Second, Jesus says we need to
forgive others in order for God to
forgive us. Salvation is the ultimate
act of forgiveness bestowed upon us.
If God loves us so much that He sent
Christ to die for us while we were
still His enemies (Rom. 5:8), how
much more should we be willing to
forgive those who sin against us? It
is one of the ultimate testimonies of
God’s love for others when we for-
give those who sin against us, even
when they do not show contrition.

“And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have
anything against anyone, so that your Father also who
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”

Mark 11:25

WHY DO WE SUFFER?
Job 30:26-31; 42:1-6

There are times when life just
“works,” times when life is marked
by order and blessing. The authors
of Scripture would tell us that life
works because there is a God who
makes life work. God is a God of
order, and He has built his orderli-
ness into creation itself. When we
follow the rhythms of God’s cre-
ated order, He blesses us. When we
follow the dictates of His Word, He
blesses us.

We may not
understand
why we are
suffering,
but we can trust God in His
sovereignty. (42:1-3)

In the end, Job’s laments grow so
forceful that God responds directly
to him, speaking to him “out of the
whirlwind” (38:1).

The Lord’s speech to Job is a
tour de force of divine knowledge,
wisdom and sovereignty, showing
Job that he cannot hope to compre-

hend all of God’s ways.

This is the message “I know that  Of course, a careful
Of vast‘swath‘s of the reader will note that
Bible, including Deu- Youcandoall God’s speech doesn’t
teronomy 28, Psalm 1 . actually address the is-
and Proverbs 10. One things, and that . 1ob has been wres-
could almost derive a tling with.
formula from those pas- N0 PUIPOSE of Job never questioned
sages: Obey and you’ll God’s power; he just
be blessed; disobey Yours can be couldnl’)t understaJnd
and you’ll be cursed. It ” why that power had
makes perfect sense re- thwarted. bee};l unjupstly aimed at
ally, and it fits so many . him. And so Job falls
biblical texts. But then Job 42:2 silent.
there is Job. At the end of the

Job was the very model of obedi-
ence. Both the narrator of the book
and God Himself attest that Job
was “blameless and upright; he
feared God and shunned evil.”

And yet, despite Job’s great obe-
dience, one afternoon saw all his
blessings turn to cursings. For Job,
at least, the “formula” of obedience
and disobedience didn’t seem to
work at all.

We all experience suffering,
even those who seek after
good. (30:26-31)

Job’s three friends insist that the
“formula” never fails. If Job is suf-
fering, it can only be because he
and his children have sinned; the
formula is never wrong.

Job, however, will have none of
this formula talk. He insists repeat-
edly — in keeping with what God
Himself had also said — that he
has not done anything to deserve
this great suffering, and yet suf-
fer he does. He laments, “When I
hoped for good, evil came; when I
looked for light, then came dark-
ness” (30:27).

Lord’s speech, Job gives up and
says he won’t speak any more.

We can experience the
presence of God even in the
midst of suffering. (42:4-6)
Importantly, this was not what
God wanted. When Job fell silent
at the end of His first speech, God
uses a variety of images to tell Job
that silence is not what He wants.

What God wants from Job when
he is faced with injustice is for him
to keep speaking, to keep crying
out, to keep lamenting. This is just
what Job does here in the last chap-
ter of the dialogues.

Importantly, the Hebrew of verse
6 does not suggest Job repented of
any wrongdoing on his part. The
text actually says, not “I despise
myself and repent in dust and
ashes,” but “I reject and repent con-
cerning my dust and ashes.”

“Dust and ashes” is biblical
shorthand for silence.

After the Lord’s second speech,
Job now agrees to forego silence, to
keep on speaking, to keep on cry-
ing out to God.
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MEDIA REVIEWS

By Leann Callaway

The Alabama Baptist

Worship leader Kristian Stanfill connects worshippers to unshakeable truths

hrough his latest proj-

ect, “Make It Out

Alive,” worship leader,

singer and songwriter

Kristian Stanfill seeks
to help audiences grow in their
faith while connecting worship-
pers to unshakeable truths.

The album, released last year,
is his first solo project since 2011
and represents the hope and heal-
ing that have taken place in his
own walk with the Lord over the
past decade.

Stanfill hopes the project en-
courages listeners to worship God
in the midst of the storms in their
lives.

God’s promises

“God’s promises are real and
unshakeable,” Stanfill told The
Alabama Baptist. “I want to give
people a voice to express their
hearts and places where they have
been. It’s an amazing moment of
worship with a room full of peo-
ple praising our Savior who set us
free. My prayer is that these songs
will lead people closer to God and
help them experience Him in a
powerful way.

“God 1s so faithful and a perfect
Father. No matter what our situ-
ation is on earth, we know that
our situation for eternity has been

EDITOR’S NOTE

Reviews of films, books, music
or other media that appear

in TAB are intended to help
readers evaluate current
media for themselves, their
children and grandchildren

in order to decide whether to
watch, read or listen. Reviews
are not an endorsement by the
writer or TAB Media.

spoken for and we can rest in His
love.”

As he writes worship songs that
are being sung in churches around
the world such as “God, You’re So
Good” and

From there, Stanfill began re-
ceiving invitations to lead in musi-
cal worship for youth and college
ministries.

“In 2004, I was leading worship

at a summer

“One Thing camp where
Remains,” Louie Giglio
Stanfill says (founder and
he realizes director of
the huge re- the Passion
sponsibility Movement)
of crafting was speak-
theologically ing, and he
sound wor- invited me to
ship songs be a part of
and spends a Passion ’05,”
great deal of Stanfill re-
time reading calls. “They
the Bible and were plan-
consulting ning to break

with ministry
leaders about
songwriting
material.
“For me,
the songwrit-
ing process

up into small
commu-

nity groups
at night and
needed wor-
ship leaders
to assist with

always those groups.
starts with a Photo courtesy of Kristian Stanfil That was a
specific in- KRISTIAN STANFILL huge honor
spiration or because

a phrase,” Stanfill noted. “After
thinking about the message I want
to convey, then I come around that
theme with lyrics and music. It’s
so important to have other people
involved in the songwriting pro-
cess to offer suggestions. These
songs are a collaboration of peo-
ple and ideas coming together and
discussing how God is moving in
our lives.”

Younger years

As a teenager, Stanfill developed
an interest in music and taught
himself to play the guitar. Not
long after, he began leading wor-
ship for his church youth group.

when [ started leading worship
during high school, I collected all
the Passion albums that I could get
my hands on and listened to them
all the time.”

Today, Stanfill maintains a busy

schedule leading worship for
events, leading on stage at Pas-
sion Conferences and serving as
the worship pastor at Passion City
Church in Atlanta.

“For songwriters and worship
leaders, the goal of what we do is
to get songs into the Church and
into the hearts of people,” Stanfill
said. “One of the coolest things is
hearing stories from people about
the songs
speaking to
them and
bringing
them closer
to God.

“I love
being able
to carry
songs to
people. I am always encouraged
when it doesn’t feel like there is
any separation between the stage
and the room, when everyone is
singing together as one and wor-
shipping God together.”

‘Honest worship’

“When everything comes togeth-
er, it’s a beautiful moment of hon-
est worship to God. I don’t think
it gets any better than that. At that
point, I could walk off stage and
everything would keep going. At
that point, no one needs me to keep
singing. We are all just focused on
God and worshipping Him.”

“I want to give people a voice to express their

hearts and places where they have been. It’s an

amazing moment of worship with a room full of

people praising our Savior who set us free.

Kristian Stanfill
worship leader, singer and songwriter
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Church conflict

By Meredith Flynn

The Baptist Paper

Online forum for Hawaii pastors addresses solutions

o church is exempt
from conflict, said Bri-
an Croft in an online
forum for pastors.

But, said the founder
and executive director of Practical
Shepherding, the Bible has wisdom
for pastors seeking to lead a church
through conflict and toward unity.
That wisdom was the focus of a
spring forum hosted by the Hawaii
Pacific Baptist Convention. Pastors
from the convention joined Croft
online for a time of teaching and a
question-and-answer session.

Croft began the forum with his
own story of church conflict.

As the new pastor of a small con-
gregation in Kentucky, his first five
years included multiple efforts to
fire him — waning support from
the committee who called him, even
threats of physical violence against
him.

The church was struggling fi-
nancially and his own health was
deteriorating, he said. But, Croft
told pastors God — in His kindness
— turned things around in year six.
Relationships were redeemed, and
Croft led that church as pastor for
many more years.

Unnatural response

Staying when conflict abounds
isn’t our natural response, he said.
But Paul’s example in 1 Corinthians
16:5-9 encourages leadership that
remains because of the adversaries
that are present.

“What do we do when we have
conflict in the church? What do we
do when adversaries actually come
against us in our ministries? What I
want us to see from this — it’s not
what we think,” Croft said.

Instead of running from conflict,
he said, pastors have an opportunity
to confront it in a way that ultimate-
ly brings restoration.

“What if the most difficult person
in your church is actually evidence
from God that you’re supposed to
stay there?”

Croft addressed two kinds of con-
flict common in churches: conflict
with the pastor and conflict between
members. Help for the latter, he
said, is also found in Scripture.

Croft pointed to the
example in Romans 14
when Christians are argu-
ing about what foods are
appropriate to eat.

That particular issue
of conscience, he said,
is similar to many of the
things that cause division
in churches today.

But rather than pick
sides in the debate, Paul gave the
church an admonition to love one
another.

“It’s not about who’s right and
who’s wrong. The issue is a lack of
love between one another,” Croft
said. Paul is diagnosing the bigger
issue as that lack of love, and telling
the church that if they really loved

TO READ MORE
STORIES LIKE
THIS ABOUT

HAWAII PACIFIC
BAPTISTS, VISIT
HPBAPTIST.NET.

one another, they would be mindful
of the convictions the other party
has on the issue.

Croft referred to 1 Corinthians 13,
a chapter of Scripture that he said is
often taken out of context. It’s not
just a passage to be read at wed-
dings. It’s a clear definition of the
love to which Christians are called.

“We have to remind
Christians in our church-
es to love each other,
to love Christ preemi-

love for Christ would
make us love people we
disagree with, would
make us love people who
irritate us, would make
us love people whose
personalities rub us the wrong way.”

He added, “It’s a lack of love that
creates a lot of the conflict in the
church.

And if we can encourage our

people to love one another, then a lot

of times, the Holy Spirit does that
work in the hearts of our people, to

help them overlook those differences

nently,” he said. “And our

Screenshot

in our lives that usually create the
conflict.”

During a Q&A time, Croft ad-
dressed some specifics of church
conflict, including how to navigate
the tension between pursuing recon-
ciliation and acknowledging it might
not happen this side of heaven.

Chipping away

Croft told pastors it takes years,
not months, of faithful shepherding
and preaching God’s Word to chip
away at the hurt and pain in many
established churches.

Sometimes, a pastor realizes
they’re working with someone who
doesn’t have it in them anymore to
work toward reconciliation, Croft
said, and a realistic perspective is
warranted. But the default position,
he advised, is to encourage people to
stay and work through the conflict.

“I think you have to earn the trust
with those people, which takes |
think five plus years, to be able to
speak into these situations in a way
that you might be the one God uses
to bring mediation.”
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By Tracy Riggs Frontz

The Baptist Paper

Christian humorist combines Bible teaching, love of humor

ebbie Childers, author,

humorist and Bible

study leader, says she

had “sort of always

done comedy,” but
she first realized she could combine
her desire to teach the Bible with
her love of humor during a break-
out session at a Woman’s Mission-
ary Union event.

“I did a comedy thing based on
Martha Stewart and Martha in the
Bible and compared the two. It was
a good lesson but it ended up being
hilarious,” Childers said.

Her first breakout session had a
great response. The crowd doubled
during the second session and for
the third, there were women sitting
out in the hall.

Childers remembers thinking,
“This might be something I want to
do.”

Meanwhile, studying the Bible
was an unquenchable thirst. She
started teaching Sunday School and
began adding humor to the lessons.

Opportunities

She was asked to speak at a
women’s retreat, and soon others
heard about her and began inviting
her to their events.

“It was kind of different from
anything else out there, so I got lots
of opportunities,” Childers said.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Reviews of films, books, music
or other media that appear in
The Baptist Paper are intended
to help readers evaluate current
media for themselves, their
children and grandchildren

in order to decide whether to
watch, read or listen. Reviews
are not an endorsement by the
writer or TAB Media Group.

DEBBIE CHILDERS

“I’ve done that the whole time (my
husband) Tim’s been in ministry —
I’ve had my own thing on the side.”
One person who has given

Childers these opportunities is
Frank Jones, musician and worship
leader with Frank Jones Ministries.
He and Childers
met at a church

where they had both I AN TN

served.
PCOSSNNNNNINI AVAILABLE TO SPEAK
ing quick friends AT EVENTS ACROSS
with Childers THE SOUTHEAST.
and her husband, — EITIITH TS
im, Jones invited
Childers to head- DEBBIECHILDERS1975@

line at some of his
events. She also
started speaking

at OASIS, an an-
nual event for older
adults sponsored by Frank Jones
Ministries.

Then, a couple of years ago, what
many could call her biggest break
occurred.

Childers had an intense admira-
tion for humorist Jeanne Robertson,

GMAIL.COM FOR MORE
INFORMATION.
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had emulated her style for 30 years
and always dreamed of meeting
her. In fact, Childers called herself
a “walking, talking encyclopedia of
Jeanne Robertson.”

“Pretty much my style is a lot
like Jeanne’s style. I tell different
stories, but I tell
them in the same
style,” Childers
said.

Childers’ Sunday
School knew about
this desire and talk-
ed her into entering
a contest Robertson
held for fellow hu-
morists. The prize
was performing as
the opening act for
Robertson for one
show as well as be-
ing mentored by her.

Childers won and ended up get-
ting to perform with Robertson
four times. And if Robertson wasn’t
available to speak at an event, she
would sometimes refer the client to
Childers.

Though performing with Rob-
ertson was “a gift from God” and
Childers was excited by the men-
toring, the best part was getting
to be close friends. She even went
to Robertson’s house and met her
friends.

Gift from God

“I realized that was a gift to me
from God. He gave me those two
years with her. He knew how much I
wanted to meet her. Standing on that
stage with her after dreaming of that
for so long was very memorable,
very touching,” she said.

Tim recently retired from pastoral
ministry and has joined TAB Media
Group as an advertising represen-
tative. Childers said she couldn’t
imagine having had a better life than
they have had in their many years of
ministry.

“My home church is Valley View
Baptist in Leeds [Alabama]. I was
so close to them. When we left there
in 1985, we left with broken hearts
because we loved that church and
loved those people. They were like
family to us. We left our families
too,” she said.

However, Childers clung to the
promise of Luke 18:29-30: ““Truly I
tell you,” Jesus said to them, ‘no one
who has left home or wife or broth-
ers or sisters or parents or children
for the sake of the kingdom of God
will fail to receive many times as
much in this age, and in the age to
come eternal life.””

“God promised me that and He
has kept that promise to this day. We
have friends who are like family in
four different states. Even right now
if I called one of them, they’d say,
‘What do you need? We’ll send it to
you right now.” He’s given us more
friends and family than we ever
would have had if we hadn’t gone
into ministry.”



EXCLUSIVE DIGITAL EDITION SECTION




EXCLUSIVE DIGITAL EDITION SECTION

By Meredith Flynn

The Baptist Paper

Cultural shift

‘Anxiety of [selecting our gender]| is something we were not created to bear’

n issues of gender and

identity, the world has

seemingly changed

overnight. In light of a

sweeping cultural tide,
what can the church do? That’s one
of the questions Katie McCoy ad-
dresses in her recent interview on
the Digital Public Square podcast,
hosted by Jason Thacker.

“Here’s the world that we’re living
in; now, what do we do with it? How
do we respond to it? How do we be
faithful disciples in a world that is
so philosophically, ideologically,
culturally anti-Christian, anti-what
the Bible says about who we are as
image bearers of God?” she asked
during the interview.

These questions are also at the
heart of McCoy’s book, “To Be a
Woman: The Confusion Over Fe-
male Identity and How Churches
Can Respond.” McCoy is director
of women’s ministry for the Baptist
General Convention of Texas and a
leading voice on some of the most
challenging questions churches are
facing related to gender and identity.

Her recent interview on the Digital
Public Square podcast also touched
on topics including the cultural
forces shaping the shifts we see now
and the responsibility the church has
to the next generation in terms of a
robust theological response to these
issues.

Bridge from shock to action
For people struggling to keep up
with the changes around them, Mc-
Coy hopes the book is a bridge from
initial shock to awareness, then to
understanding — and finally, to a
response — she told Thacker on
the podcast. Thacker is an assistant
professor of philosophy and eth-
ics at Boyce College in Louisville,
Kentucky, and a research fellow in

KATIE McCOY

Christian ethics and director of the
research institute for The Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission.

“Gender identity” is a relatively
new term in our common parlance,
McCoy said, but a powerful one
that is shaping the way people think
about who they are.

Photo by Sam Evans/The Baptist Paper

der identity would say the body has
no meaning or significance, God
created our bodies not only to be
good, but also to be a guide, McCoy
said.

“They tell us who we are. They
tell us not only in whose image we

are made, which is what

Generally, it refers to
how you view yourself
— man, woman or a
combination of the two.

Culturally, she said,
gender identity is un-
derstood as completely
distinct from a person’s
biology.

But the Bible offers a
different picture, McCoy
noted.

all of creation displays
— the glory and reality
of God — but they actu-
ally tell us who we are.
Not only our identity,
but then how we are, in
response to that iden-
tity, to relate to other
people.”

McCoy’s book high-
lights some of the cul-
tural forces that have

“Everything we see in
Scripture, especially in
the creation account, tells us that our
body indicates our gender,” she said.
“It is something that is a distinct
aspect of who we are, but it’s not a
divisible aspect of who we are.”

Where current views around gen-

shaped the current con-
fusion around gender, in-
cluding the sexual revolution of the
1960s and the earlier, foundational
idea of romanticism. That move-
ment, McCoy said, says the best
thing you can do is to be an authen-
tic version of yourself.

To avoid society’s efforts to fit you
into an inauthentic mold, romanti-
cism says, separate yourself from
external influences and let your feel-
ings be your guide.

In the interview, McCoy also ex-
plained expressive individualism,
which doubles down on some of
those ideas. It claims anything that
would get in the way of one’s emo-
tional or psychological self is op-
pressive and those influences should
be gotten rid of: religion, parents,
even one’s own body, she said.

Many people are looking for that
sense of true self in a declared gen-
der identity, McCoy said.

“Most of them are looking for a
sense of wholeness, integrity, peace,
fulfillment and being their true, au-
thentic self,” she noted.

For the believer, that’s good news
because that’s exactly what a Chris-
tian worldview offers, she said. But
it’s not through self-identity that we
find fulfillment.

The solution

“If we were going to boil it all
down, we could say this: We will
not understand the meaning of our
gender and find peace within our-
selves until we understand that we
are created in the image of a creator
God, and we are at peace with Him
through Christ,” she said.

Gen Z is the first generation to
grow up in a post-Christian culture,
McCoy noted. They are fraught with
gender confusion, and mental health
crises are epidemic.

Those issues are all linked when
young people are told their identity
is only found in their feelings, which
are ever-changing, she said.

“The anxiety of having to pick
and choose who you truly are is
something that we were not created
to have to bear,” she said.
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